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BNP, to support 3
sitting mayors

The Bangladesh Nationalist
Party (BNP) will give support fo
Mir Mohammad Nasiruddin.
Sheikh Taiyebur Rahman and
Mizanur Rahman Minu, who
are the candidates of the forth-
coming Mayor election of
‘Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi city corporations re-

spectively,
BSS last night.

RU JCD leader
held

. RAJSHAHI, Dec 12: Police
arrested a Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) leader from the
Rajshahi University campus to-
day. Police picked up Nishtak
Ahmed Rakhi, former AGS of

the Mother Box Hall Students'
Union at about 12:30 pm, re-

Beheaded body
recovered

By Staff Correspondent
Police recovered beheaded

body of a teenage girl yesterday-
from Motijheel AGB Colony

area. A rickshawpuller of the

area identified the victim as

Anwara, (18), a maid servant
who hailed from Muktagachha.
A case has been lodged with

Motijheel police.
10 hurt in clash
near ZIA

At least 10 people were in-
jured In a clash between the

. International
yesterday. Witnesses
of youths attacked
drivers at the ZIA as

Alrport

.
R

1‘hey also dam-
the parked
lam:tad the Cmtun-
lice could not confirm
incident, reports UNB.
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FWP slashed due to

wheat shortage

. The for the current
fiscal Food for Work Pro-
gramme (FWP) has been

which

pared earlier by the Ministry of
Relief, H:!ﬂggmemcmnlnf

" By Special Correspondent
sisting the FWP for many years,
was expected to provide the
wheat for this year's prograrmmme

‘and the Relief Ministry's budget
was prepared acco in
August this year. But

CARE informed the ministry
about its decision to divert the
wheat to other schemes under
the LGRD ministry.

To meet this unexpected
shortage. the Relief Ministry
could arrange omly another
40,000 tonnes, leaving a deficit
of 80,000 tonnes.

"So, we are compelled to re-
duce the wheat allocdation under
the programme for all the dis-
tricts this year."” an official of
the ministry told The Daily Star

Sources said that a recent

inter-ministerial meeting on
food ' recommended an
additional granf of 100,000
tonnes wheat to meet the deficit
in the FWP budget. But, after-
wards, the Finance Ministry
sanctioned funds for only
20,000 tonnes.

According to the revised
budget, 268,400 tonnes avail-
able as grant from foreign
donors and another 214,650
tonnes provided by the govern-
ment would be spent for the
FWP In 1993-94.

The FWP will be begun
across the country soon and
will continue until 30 April next
year. The Relief and Rehabilita-

_ton Directorate has received
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The nation obgerves the Mar-

tyred Intellectual Day tomorrow

to pay homage to the country’'s
celebrated sons killed by the

collaborators of Pakistani occu-
pation forces just before the vic-
tory of liberation war in 1971.

reports UNB.

The collaborators of the

Pakistani occupation forces —
Razakar, Al-Badar and Al-
Shams — staged the massacre
of ed teachers, writers,
journalists and doctors under a
blueprint to make the Bengali
nation intellectually bankrupt
and frustrate the fruit of inde-

pendence. z
Most of the intellectuals were

picked up from their houses by
Razakar, Al-Badar and Al

Shams who dragged them to
marshy fields of Rayer Bazar
and Mirpur and shot them to
death on December 14,

1~ Those who were killed in-

ciuded G C Dev, Jyotirmovy
Guha Thakurtha, Mofazzal
Haider Chowdhury, Munir
Chowdhury. Dr. Abul Khair,
Anwar Pasha, Dr. Fazle Rabbi;
Sirajuddin Hossain, Nizamud-
din Ahmed, Syed Nazmul Hagq,
Shahidullah Kiaser, A S M
ul Hassan. A N M Golam
Mostafa and Altaf Mahmud.

To pay tributes to the mar-
tyred intgllectuals. people from
all strata of life will visit the
Shaheed Buddhijibi Smriti
Soudha at Mirpur from early

Sec Pag;u 12 Col 3
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Workers sprucing up the memunal at Mu'pur yeatardny

ahead of tomorrow's Martyred Intellectuals' Day commemo-
rating those killed by the Pakistan occupation army and its

local collaborators on December 14, 1971.

— Star photo
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$50m WB credit for municipal

A 50 million dollar credit
from the World Bank for devel-
opment of urban areas in
Dhaka and Chittagong is sitting
mostly idle because of project
implementation delays in the
Dhaka and Chittagong City
Corporations and the Housing
and Settlement Directorate.

The credit was given to
Bangladesh by the World Bank
in 1989 to fund an Urban
Development Project. The

principal. components of the

project were development in
storm water drainage, solid
waste collection and disposal
and sanjtation and low income
area and shelter development.
In four years since the pro-
ject began, only 30 to 35 per
cent of the work relating to
storm water drainage, solid
waste collection and dtsposal

and sanitation have been com-
pleted. Progress with low in-
come area and shelter develop-
ment has only been 40 per cent,
according to authoritative
sources,

Originally, the project in-
volved drainage construction in
the capital's Dholai Khal.
Acquisition of land for this pur-
pose was delayed. In the mean-
while, the World Bank adopted
a new policy for resettlement of
persons displaced by World
Bank-funded projects. The re-
settlement package required
under the new Bank policy for
people displaced frdm the
Dholai Khal was found unac-
ceptable to the government and
ultimately the Dholai Khal
component was cancelled.

. At the start of the current fi-

nancial year the credit had a

development remains idle

By A Special Correspondent

balahce amount of 41 million
dollars. The government's esti-
mate was that out of this 12
million dollar will be spent
during the year. The World'
Bank has estimated that in four
months until October only 3.5
per cent of this annual target
has. been met.

The city corporations operate
under the Local Government
Division of the Ministry of Local
Government and Rural
Development. Sources in the
ministry say that delay in pro-
cessing of contracts under the
credit is continuing to plague
implementatjon of the project.

According to a source, final-
ization of a 5 million dollar con-
tract for construction of the
Sheikh Mujib Road culvert in
Chittagong has been delayed.
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Taka conveﬂibility yet to boost

investments: BB Governor

The Bangladesh Bank (BB)
Governor: yesterday said that
convertibility of the Taka had
not as'yet helped increase in-
vestments or industrial imports
up o expectations.

However, he added, "Unlike
other countries, the impact of
Taka convertibility in Bangla-
desh is positive and - en-
couraging.”

Governor Khorshed Alam
was inaugurating a two-day
workshop on the convertibility
of the Taka at the Bangladesh
Institute of Bank Management
(BIBM) in the city yesterday
morning. |

The Governor maintained
that at such an early stage of
the convertibility, low invest-
ments and increase of reserves
were patural consequences.

He said the foreign exchange

By Staff Correspondent

market, which was one of the
main comiponents of the con-
vertibility, was yet to bgcome
vibrant due to poor investment
and fmports.

Khorshed Alam expressed.

the hope that in the nearfuture,
investments, specially_ foreign
investment, would increase as
the Taka was earning interna-
tional status and the currency
management system in the
country had improved of late.

. . The Governor said that de-
spite fears that convertibility
would destabilise the money
market, "All the banks have ac-
cepted the Taka convertibility in

- a.competitive spirit. The ex-,

change rates offered by different
banks have very little differ-
ence.”

He said, the International
market was also responding to

the cnmrert.lhﬂity b}r appreciat-
ing or depreciating the Taka.
"Foreign exchanges haw.- al-
ready become a il -
said. "But we shall requlr: a
strong code of conduct when we
increase facilities for full con-

vertibility."

.the convertibility
as part of a series of reforms in-
troduced in the country in re-
cent years for,a free market
economy, he said: "We have no
option but to introduce convert-
ibility because we are facing

tough nnmpcuuun in the inter-

national market.”

The Governor estimated that
the current account deficit at
the end of the fiscal year would
benhu.utUSﬂ?ﬂnﬂllmdollm
+ The inaugural function was
presided over by the Director

_See Page 12 Col 8
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M R Osmani takes
over as Foreign
Secy today
By Staff Correspondent

Outgoing Foreign Secretary
Reaz Rahman described his
two-year tenure as one mixed
with moments of 'happiness as
weil as despair.'

He also sald Bangladesh can
take a measure of pride re-
garding its foreign poligy.

Reaz Rahman spoke on the
broad aspects of the country's
foreign pelicy without going
into details at an informal
meeting with newsmen on the
penultimate day in office yes-
terday.

Rahman leaves Dhaka for
New York shortly to take up
his new assignment as the
country's Permanent Repre-
sentative to the United Na-
tions. His successor, M R Os-
mani, who served as the Per-
manent Representative in
Geneva, takes over as the new

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Mostafiz returns

ROK entrepreneurs
" keen to invest
in Bangladesh

Korean en eurs are in-
terested in investment in devel-
opment projects of Bangladesh,
reports UNB. _

Foreign Minister ASM Mos-
tafizur Rahman said this while
talking to newsmen at airport
on return from a three-day visit
to South Korea.

The President of Dae Woo,
one of the largest industrial
complexes in the peninsula. will
visit Bangladesh in the last
week of this month to study in-
vestment prospects.

Mostafiz saild he had talks
with the officials of other big in-
dustrial houses, including Sam
Sung Co and Wangone
Company, and all of them had
shown a lot of interest for in-
vesting in Bangladesh.

The Foreign Minister said he
had also discussed manpower

‘Korean authoritfes |
who assured of recruiting and
training Bangladeshis.

Meanwhile, Seoul has ex-
tended residential permits of
10,000 Bangladeshi workers in

E';;:ngii_ | Korea by six months — up to
July, next year,

He described his visit as
successful in further extending
relations and cooperation be-
tween the two countries.

During his stay in Seoul.

| Mostalfiz called on President of

the Republic of Korea Kim Yang
Sam and held talks with his
“Sce Page 12 Col 3
- Keen contest
expected in Ctg

City Corpn polls

| From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 12
Speculations centring around
the mayoral election have begun
to gain momentum in the port

"city since the announcement of

the poll date.

The elections of mayors and
commissioners for the country's
city corporations except Dhaka
are scheduled to be held on
January 30. Nominations close
on December 21.

Meanwhile, the election of a _

city mayor has become the talk
of the town because, informed
~ sources say, there might be a
keen contest among the candi-
dates here for the key post of
the - Chittagong City
Corporatioh.

The main contest is likely to
be confined among the candi-
dates from the ruling BNP, the

Awami League, the Jatiya Party.
Sce Page 12 Col 7

Defaulters can't
contest city

polls

Star Report

Defaulting clients of the na-
tionalised commercial banks
and other financial institutions
will be barred from contesting
the forthcoming city corporation
elections.

According to Election Co-

-mmission sources, no person

having loans overdue with
Sonall Bank, Janata Bank,
Agrani Bank, Rupali Bank,
Krishi Bank. Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank, Shilpa Bank,
Shilpa Rin Sangstha, House
Building Finance Corporation
and the Board of Investment
will be allowed to contest the
polls.

Elections to three of the four
city corperations — Chittagong.
Khulna®*and Rajshahi — are
scheduled to be held January
30 next while the date for the
Dhaka City Corporation polls is
. See Page 12 Col K

Prokrichi-govt talks
hikely today

By Staff Correspondent

@The Baily Star
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The government is likely to
hold fresh negotiations with the

professionals and 26 BCS
cadres today (Monday) to re-
solve the crisis arising out of
the current agitation of the
Prokrichi-BCS Central Action
Council.

Highly placed sources yes-
terday Indicated there were
chances that the leaders of the
professionals would be con-
 tacted to resume talks.

Some 70 thousand doctors,
engineers, agriculturists and
members of the 26 Bangladesh
Civil Service Cadres have been
on en masse three days’' leave
since Saturday to press home
their 17-point charter of de-
mands.

The demands include over-
hauling the present bureau-

CTACY. removing service anotma-
lies, formulating the Rules of
Business and separation of the
judiciary from the administra-
ton.

A senior member of the
cabinet told The Daily Star that
the seven-member special cabi-
net committee, which was
formed last week to deal with
the demands of the profession-
als, will meet today after a
cabinet meeting.

There was every posgibility
the "Prokrichi Issue” would be
discussed in the cabinet meet-
ing, he said. The minister de-
cl to be named.

The special cabinet commit
tee includes Communications
Minister Oli Ahmed. Works
Minister Barrister Rafliqul Islam

Sce Page 12 Col B

PAIKGACHHA (Khulna), Dec
12: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said the pro-
grammes of her government are
for the poar and vowed to go
ahead with them despite the
obstacles created by the oppo-
sition with hartals and destruc-
tive activities, reports UNB,

"We are confident about im-
plementing our programmes as
we have full support of the
people, which is the most pow-
erful force for our party.” she
told a mammoth public meeting
at the Haridali High School
ground in Paikgachha thana.

“The BNP believes in the

is why we are now thinking of
export instead of import.” she
said. "The BNP will continue to
work for ensuring welfare of the
people on the one hand and fur-
4hering the politics of ‘produc-
tion and development on the
other,” she
The Prime Minister said, a
certain political party had
joined hands with the ousted
autocratic force to subvert the
development efforts and destroy
democracy. She urged the peo-
ple to reject that combine and
cooperate with the government
for continuing the forward
march of development and
dcmncracy
. *The u;mualt:lnn is not only
opposing my party, they are op-
posing every development ef-
forts undertaken by the gov-
ernment and rtunrung to har-

_ Minister resents
Chief Justice's
comments
By Staff Correspondent

Works Minister Barrister

Rafiqul Islam Mia’ yesterday
termed some comments report-

Shahabuddin Ahmed at a dis-
cussion Saturday “objectio-
nable".

telephone to some of the com-
ments made by the Chief Jus-
tice on the issue of separation
of judiciary, which a ppeared in
the press y:sterdajr Barrister
Rafiq said that a special parlia-
| mentary committee composed of
| both treasury and Opposition
members was still working on a
bill seeking separation of the
judiciary from the administra-
| tion. The committee's rl:p-nrl
was due soon, he said.

b The remarks by the Chief
Justice are "objectionable” since
the bill is due to be placed in

J . See Page 12 Col 4

politics of production, and this

edly made by Chief Justice

Giving his reactions over

the next session of the Jatiya

Opposition impeding every
development effort: PM

tals and obstruction one after
another. Despite their opposi-
tion, gir programmes have not
been halted.”

Begum Zia claimed, the
people now do not believe the
opposition and they have no
links with them. "Are they
friends of the people? Are they
patriots? Do they want devel-
opment, and to alleviate
poverty?”

She charged the opposition,
without naming any particular
party, with making attempts to
push the country backward by
creating indiscipline. "They talk
about poverty alleviation but do
not want it. They don't want de-
velopment of the country, edu-
cation of the people.”

Begum Zia said the past au-
locratic regime had destroyed
all the institutions and intro-
duced the policy of imports to
get commissions and destroy
our economy. and thus made
the country a dependent one.
See Page 12 Col 6

12 PAGES : PRICE TAKA 4.00

JMBP bid
validity
dates may
be extended
Star Report

With bid validity of various
contracts related to the Jamuna

.| Multipurpose Bridge Project

WMBP) nearing expiry. the gov-
ernment is planning to extend

the validity dates, competent

The bid validity date of con-
tract 3 — river training — nn:l
contract 4 — main
cmpimmﬂtcemherﬂm
contract 1 and 2 — east-west
approach roads — will on
January 26. But as Japan Is
still dragging its feet over its co-
financing of the %700 millton-
dollar project, the a of
the work orders for the above
contracts has become uncer-

Sce Mage 12 Col 2

Sick units give

ultimatum
By Staff Correspondent

Entrepreneurs of sick indus-
tries at a press conference in
the city yesterday threatened to
go for increased agitation from
January 26 next year if the gov-
ermment did not take appropri-
ate steps to meet their demands
by January 15.

The demands include reha-
bilitation of the sick units and
creating a congenial ll.l'nl:'phﬂt
for inﬂnmntl

The entrepreneurs will hold
a grand rally at Motijheél in the
city on January 26 to announce
their future action programme.

The press conference, organ-
ised by the Inter-Association
Industrial Development and
Rehabilitation Council (IAIDRC),
was addressed by its Convenpr
Alauddin Ahmed. It was at-

tended by, among others,

Manzur Ahmed, Abdur Rashid

Lebu, Mohammad Ishaq,

Habibur Rahman and Abdul

Maleq Chowdbury.,

. Atauddits Rhmed . inm*
See p&F 1d Cai 1

DEADLINE.

THE NEXT
MONTHLY The Raily Star
COMPUTER SPECIAL WILL
BE PUBLISHED ON SUNDAY,
19 DECEMBER 1993.

FORUM MEMBERS ARE
REQUESTED 'TO SEND
THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS IN-
CLUDING COMPANY NEWS
AND PRODUCT NEWT BY
WEDNESDAY, 15 DECEMBER
2 PM. DUE TO 16TH BEING A
HOLIDAY, WE REQUEST ALL
MEMBERS TORESPECT THE

ANNOUNCEMENT

FOR COMPUTER SPECIAL

ISSUE OF

IN

wrm*r&mmsmm
Wt e Bt fas

TreEd f[qeaie

feff/ e/ vou/ o »8
\ B-vae

. TR WA W AT I @, e Pramrard Aeres 47 @ 94 e g o
¢ TSR FIW (NT AHT 6 1A P WAE ¢ M fafis kg srge 9B T Wy W R
&1 (NTH BATE A | G 3 e fnie iy wardum e war? o4 g2 war? Sen e wam
13 Frerm 1 fAfiFa sara <1 Arge B woTiy Mion fArareal (W A9 WA (O W 97N Tuen
qVR HY o At #ra, Aefal= fenrm no 7fs w30 - 71 0 T € e 1 U YRS ABINY
4TS NIFE TN AT WD ATATE |
QNS WA @ @ YA TS WAy Mo Ao on wATE 378 R wfre sy o o
R s s wreye » s wioR A Bam Tenfe e Ty frem e @ weom
wefrs A48 sfeds wafte s won iz 8T wrrTa et weswm A T ST o,
Mofa@= wea e NG FRrr Rt fAfls Wt wEfu WO b A ST #dEE Wy
T Al s SUR wtAny Ay vee 390w
« faarn ot B saCaEw Srafae i wdres Tguel S SEe |

FEER WP
v Ty s

w3t S Fatefers, vret



