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Living with a Sense of Pride

Nasima Sultana is a housewife. Collected and
she however evokes affection in
all., irrespective of age and relationship.
loves to call her by the name given to
fa — '‘Maya’. Who she cannot
he was killed when she was an in-
cradle. But with time she recon-
all right. for she has heard so
of him throughout her young life.
age. she has suflfered and suf-
best efforts by her mother

sedate of bearing

%

on¢: He was a
commiercial flier
and a film music

turned a leading
engineet handling
laying the first do- |
mestic gas lines in

Dhaka City. And in
everything he wWas
self-taught. -
patriot and a fl'ﬂ:

dom fighter he:

on the Bangalee
the call of

was «caught by

....

people and Bangabandhu gave
ce. Ziaul Haque - Maya's
father, started looking for ways to render the
Dhaka airport — the point through which all
that sustained the genocide was pressed into
Bangladesh — inoperational. He moved around
and around the now-old airport surveyi
vuinerable points. While busy on his
Pakistan army on suspicion on
6. He was tortured with uliimate cruelty
but they could yet nothing from him. So they let
him to come out of their clutch. Worse fate was
waiting for him- outside. A crowd of Bihari
collaborators who had known him for a genuine
patriot and also of his powers of the brain and
hands. They hacked him to death on the 8pot.
This story of Ziaul Haque's martyrdom has been
collected bit by bit from hearsay of a motley of
people involved in the earliest hours of our
resistance to genocide — waiting
baptized as a full-'scalé Liberation War. Ziaul
Haque's mother — Maya's grandmom — waited

by Shaheed Hassan
fifteen years

before accepting the truth of her
son's death. For fifteen years she kept herself
awake till late into the night — expecting every
night to open the door to her lJong absent son.
Maya hadn't seen her father but had been a
witness to her Dadi's eager
heartbreaking wait. She was also a close witness
to her mother's travails left with little provision
for her premature and long widowhood. Her
elder sister Ritu was a gem of a girl. She was
said to be even more brilliant than her lather

and fruitless and

She had taken in
an awfully great
amount of high -
erature — Bankim
and Rabindranath
and Sharat et al, -
by the time she was
" reading in class six.
But she was two
sensitive, more
than was good for
her. The elder un-
cle, who had sup-
portive of their
family to the and of
his ability, was

away in Chittagong
eking out a tough
living when Ritu

couldn’t anymore
take the rough and
tumble of her fam-
ily and took her life
by poisoning. Maya
was away at the
Bharatéswari Ho-
mes where she
would stay for years
before matriculat-
ing and coming
back to her elder
uncle’s protection.
Like Ritu, mother .
Fatima also felf at

Han s parents ﬁnr'rwhum her tears has tumed
into glory (Maya inset).
again tried his nat ural flair for everything,

specially of technical nature. Soon after the
Pakistanis had mounted the infamous genocide

it for
he

cashing

yet to.be
Bangladtsh

her tether’s end but
couldn't follow Ritu
for the love of Joy,

the youngest child. To save her soul and Joy's
she married and went to live in Bhola. '

Maya's was a disturbed life all through and
an exile to the famous Homes in Mirzapur didn't
simplify maiters for her. She was not a success
‘with her studies, as a result. But music ran in
the blood of her family — Mita Hugq is her cousin
and Sanjida her aunt - she sings soulfully the
Tagore songs, but only for herself. Married to-a
banker who plays the tabla and is a keen lis-
tener, Maya is living
allfulﬁimmt. This she Jjraces to two things. A

se of pride in her father's martyrdom. A sense
of even more pride:
in on her father's martyrd
which her elder uncle had given her all neces-
sary inspiration and strength. No grants, no do-
nations, no houses or scholarships — and no
words of pity or synipathy she has entertained
ever. Nor ever she will, Ifnhtﬂanuhcwﬂlnrﬂy
try to emulate her father's example of patriotism
and sacrifice. An active member of ‘Projonmo.
71°, she believes in a secular and democratic

a life devoid of any sense of

from the fact of never
om — in

Thn Bﬁhet Blhhn; Andolun movement for S}rlhet division, brought out a prucesa:mn in the mty
yesterday protesting the decision to close the Fenchuganj Fertiliser Factory.
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RCC to provide
birth certificate

RAJSHAHI, Dec 11: Rajshahi
City Corporation (RCC) will pro-
vide birth certificate to every
child born in the corporation

Memoranda

submitted

Shiblee Smriti Jubo Sangsad
yesterday handed over memo-
randa to the the Leader of the

Imam Samity
rally Dec 23

A grand rally of Imams un-
der the auspices of Jatiya Imam
Samity will be held at the east

MMhdMqﬂIMManmwy;ﬂMum
yesterday (from L to R) Dr Nilima Ibrahim, Ivy Rahman, Hamida Akter and Selina Khan are

seen seated. The discussion was organised by the Bangladesh Mahila Samity. = — Star photo
Comprehensive plan on | Seminaron

Sundarbans soon

Government will soon take
up a comprehensive plan on the
Sundarbans, reports UNB.

This was disclosed yesterday

by Environment and Forest
Minister Akbar Hossain while
visiting Chandpai forest range
in the Sundarbans area.

. The minister asked the offi-
cials concerned to draw a plan
for lowering the rate of dying
Sundari tress which, he said, is
increasing gradually due to
salinity and low-level of water in
the Sundarbans area as an ad-
verse effect of the Farakka
Barrage. -
Hossain stressed the need

“ for increasing revenue by ap-

propriate management includ-
ing plantation of trees on com-
mercial basis in about 30,000

H:Fﬂﬂfllﬂd.ﬂtlllﬂlllﬂlm*

on undertaking special

portance
projects for building congenial
habitats for deer and tigers.

He directed the Forest
Department to encourage pri-
vate sector participation in de-
veloping tourists spots includ-
ing infrastructures in the
Sundarbans area.

The minister also addressed
a gathering of fishermen at
Dublar char under Saron Khola
and visited the reserve forest
lpotn fish processing mne

Dufing the two-day visit, he

_urged the forest officials to ded-

icate themselves to the proper
ement and development
of the Sundarbans Trust
Resources, the largest man-
forest in the world and a
heritage of all mankind.
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- Saifur at reception

Govt encouraging
banks to lend money
for good pro_]ects

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday
dustrialists should come up
with good pmj-ectu to accelerate
the country's industrialisation
process, reports UNB.

"Government is encouragi ng
the financial banks to len
money for good
dustrialists should tacploit this
opportunity to ensure the rapid
industrialisation uf the coun-
try.” he said.

-~ The Minister wa.u addressing
a reception accorded to him by
Bangladesh Chamber of
Industries (BCI) on his election
as the Chairman of the Board
of Governors of World Bank and
IMF at the seminar room of
BCIC Bhaban.

BCI President A M Subid Ali
and Vice-President Sharif M’
Afzal Hossain also spoke while a
number of industrialists fo-
cused on various problems of
the industrial sector.

The Finance Minister said
the country’'s industrial sector
should pick up by utilising the
incentives and facilities pro-
vided by the government in its
new policy measures. -

- Referring to the allegation
that the banks dfe reluctant to

' ¥ <

Village-based

culture to be
|
preserved

Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda said that
government had takeén realistic

said the in- -

money, Rahman said the |
nlthnn]hedmmmuﬂnlhmks .

"are more or less money
to the industrial sector. But, 1t
is alleged that nobody, other
than the owners, can borrow
from the private banks.” -

About the high rate of inter-

.est, he said the banks had al-
ready reduced their lending |

rates by 2 per cent in last few
months. "We are also encourag-
ing them to reduce the interest
rate further,” he sald urging the
bankers to make the banks
cost-effective by improving their
services.

Referring to the new credit
scheme for the voluntarily re-
tired officlals of government,
semi-government. and au-
tonomous " organisations, he
said it will facilitate them to in-
vest in the industrial séctor.

Rahman called upon the in-
dustrialists to cooperate with
the government in ensuring
speedy development of the

country. "We, the Bangladeshis,
not only the government, but
also the industrialists and
bankers, have to work

to attain a self-reliant econ-

Islamic common
market Dec 18

A three-day international
seminar on Islamic Common
Market will begin in the capital
on December 18, reports BSS.

The aim of the seminar is to
devise ways and means to give
practical shape to the concept
of Islamic common market with
emphasis on the formation of
South-East Asian Cooperation
(SEACCO) comprising Indo-
nesia, Malaysia, Brunei and the

host country Bangladesh.

Organized by the I[slamic
Economics Research Bureau
(IFRB) in association with the
Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd
(IBBL) and the Al-Baraka Bank
Bangladesh Ltd, with the pa-
tronisation of the government of
Bangladesh, the seminar is ex-
pected to be attended by inter-
nationally reputed scholars,
economists, bankers, senior

nt officials and trade
bodies of a host of Muslim
countries like Afghanistan,

Bahrain, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Egypt, Fiji, Iraq, Iran, Kuwait,
Pakistan, Yemen, UAE Jordan,
Oman, Qatar, Syria, Saudi
Arabia, Turkey, Sudan Arabia,

Turkey, Sudan and also digni-
taries from Germany, Canada

and Islamic Development Bank
(IDB).

Seminar on
indigenous
people held

Speakers &t a

the peopile to heip
rich cultural her-

Year for World's Indigenouws
People '93 in the capital with
president of the organisation
Prof Masuda M Rashid
Chowdhury in the chair.

Prof Mansur Musa of the
Modern Institute of
Dhaka University - presented a
key-note on: "In search of

Culture of Indigenous people.”

Speaking as chief guest, Pro-
Vice Chancellor of Dhaka

University Dr Wakil Ahmed ex-
pressed dismay over the dimin-
ishing indigenous population.
particularly the Rakhain tribe

in Cox' s Bazar and Patuakhall.
A handicraft exhibition was

also arranged on the occasion.
The seminar was followed by

a cultural function participated '

by different indigenous people

seminar

of the country. :

Ziaur Rahman, the only son
of our family, drowned in most
tragic circumstances in
Joydebpur National Park on this
day in 1986. An SSC examineé
from University Laboratory
School, Zia went fo the National
Park with his leachers and
classmates on a school picnic.
We lost our beloved son prema-
turely because neither the
teachers nor anyone eise helped
nam.

ZIA'S FAMILY

La Galerie

54 Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani, Dhaka

Auction Exhibition il
In celebration of 5 years
Exhibition Dec. 10—16 '93
Auction Dec. 17 '93
ﬂET HﬂTTERS First publication of La Galerie
avaalable atLa ﬁukr sz'ﬂa&: Viia g:ﬂuafldeu
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The containerised cargo ex.

OS5N, M.V. WANA

M. V. BHATRA BHUM V-

BHUM V-203N from Jakarta, ex.

M.V. XETHA BHUM V-23 M.V. NANTA BHUM V-168,

M.V.

MAHA BHUM V-185 from Bangkok, ex. M.V.

LA* SEINE V-32245 from Hotterdam have been relayed
to MV. OPTIMA V-853 Imp. Rot. No, 994/93 is due to

arrive Chittagong on or

singapore.
are ed t

from FCL containers within

about

take cargo
days free time from the date of

11-12-1983 from

of their

landing and if cargo not cleared within 45 days will be guided

by Customs Act,

"BIRDS BANGLADESH AGENCIES LTD.

103, AGRABAD COMMERCIAL AREA, CHITTAGONG.
AS AGENTS. MITSUI 0.5 K. LINES LTD. TOKYO.
PHONES: 500686, 503317, 500687/88

Date of next AGM

Book closure dates -

&/,  BOL
Bangladesh Oxygen Limited

Annual General Meeting

26 January 1994

28 December 1993
to 26 January

1994

(both days inclusive)

The Annual Report for 1993 and Notice of AGM will be
sent to all shareholders in due course,
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Anniversary of ‘| Temperature may fall || STVATE BT b fowitn e cemy peR
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will be given free of charge. MOSHAITA) Tospein Laanf 20 | Bajahgh 26.8 15.4 71 83 ®s Car wfoegw Tty
SIA. Bangladesh looks forward to:seeing the members on Relatives: frionds: asid ““ ghﬂﬂiﬁ i;g i:g ;3 87 ilisgini
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