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Concept-ion 'of a Modern Museum
in the European Context

HE definition and concep-

tion of museum have

a considerable

change in Europe in recent
years. Traditionally the purpose
of museum was to preserve,
collect, display and interpret
ts of importance, that are

with the history and cul-

ture of a nation in a scholarly
manner for the education and
enjoyment of the public. Today
museum does not necessarily
mean the storehouse of won-

ders and national treasures or a’

ternple of the arts. Museum has
become a place for visiting ex-
“hibition, studying, conserving
and restoring artifacts, eating,
listening to music, seeing films,
holding discussions and meet-
ing people. In fact, often the
museum is no longer a building
at all. But a site as in the case
of open air museums, and is
found both in the country and
in the town. Many of the new
types of museums do not have
the traditional function of eoll-
ecting and cataloguing which
represent the core activity of
traditional museums. Now the
idea of a modern museum cov-
ers a wide-rang of institutions
which include not only an-site
. museums but folk museums,
living museums. hands-on ex-

ce, reconstruction of a
particular site and interpre-
tation centre.

In 1974, at the 10th general
conference of ICOM, it became
very clear that museums
throughout the world are in-
creasingly considering them-
selves as a culture centre to
serve the cofmmunity within
which they operate instead of a
self-contained or-
ganisation. The Conference
thus defined museum as a non-
profit making, permanent insti-
tution in the service of society
and of its development, and
open to the public, which ac-
quires, conserves, researches,
communicates, and exhibits, for
mom of study, education

enjoyment, maferial evi-
dence of man and his environ-
ment.

The Council also recognises
that following may fall under
this definition: Conservation in-

stitutes and exhibition galleries
permanently maintained by i
braries and archive cenires;
natural. archaeological and
ethnographic monumernts and
sites of a museum nature. for
their acquisition. conservation
and communication activities:
institutions displaying "r:I
spectmens, such as botanic a
Zoological gardens. aquaria and
vivaria etc. nature reaerves,
science centres and plansiaria
By thia definition a much
greater range of institutions
now gets the right to be entitled

-

Recreation of a viking man in the Yorvik Viking
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as museums.

Museums have survived
massive social change and to-
day. in a smaller world of rhass
travel, greater leisure, better
education. increased environ-

mental awareness and more

conscious economic goals, mu-
scums play an increasingly im-
portant and diverse role in the
society. The museums of today.
at a general level, seem to be a
reflection of an inherent human
tendency towards inquisitive-
ness and acquisitiveness com-
bined with a desire to commu-
nicate to others: It also at-
tempts to respond to present
day social needs. To achieve
this there has been a marked
shift of emphasis towards im-
preved public facilities, reflected
particularly but not exclusively,
in the new types of museums.
Museums in Eu are
confronted by pressures from
various sectors In a rapidly
changing society. with the inno-
vation and introduction of -new
technology. new modes of enter
tainment and the development
of cost -eflective and market ori
ented economy. museums are
forced to change its traditional
ways aboul sing and present.
ing objects in order to stimulate
public interest New techniques
ke colour printing. television
and viden cassette recorder ha
ve appeared to provide com
petition for the museum me
dium and In doing so have
pushed muscums to the mar-
ketplace. Government policy
has also reinforced these trends
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and endeavoured to make mu-
seums cost-effective and market
oriented. Museum faces com-
petition from the growth of
tourism and likewise industries
devoted to leisure as well. For
instance. ‘theme parks compete
directly with museums as alter-
native places for visitors to go.
Along with all the technolog-
ical and social changes, during
the past twenty-five years, the
museum going public in Europe
has changed very much and is
still changing. Their range of in-
terest has broadened, they are
much less reverent and respect-
ful in their attitudes. The visi-
tors merely distinguish between
a museum and an exhibition;
they expect to find electronic
and other modern technical fa-
cilities adequately used and
they do hot consider the intel-
lect more prestigious or re-
spectable than the emotions.
This shows a fundamental cha-
nge in terms of thought and
behaviour throughout the
world. and m all fields of activ-
ity People no longer wish to
have their lives run for them
dictatorially by a few powerful
and privileged ones. They are
increasingly demanding a say In
the planning and organization.
As a result. two developments of
great importance to museums
have emerged First. there is a
growing feeling that the past
and the present are comple-
mentary to each other and a
senisitivity to the achievements
of the past can enormously help
towards undrrﬂmﬂn(ll"lf pre-

nmLTt:unmdnﬁ:hbm

and sensually as well as
intellectually. “Today's museum
is a place in which visitors ac-
quire experiences and receive
impressions which stimulate
their power of thought and their
creative ability”.

Museums in Europe were a
product of the Renaissance, a
creation of the aristocratic and
hierarchical society which be-
lieved that art and scholarship
were for the privileged class of
the society. It was not until af-
ter 1700 that the general public
was admitted to the Imperial
Gallery in Vienna on Wmln{
a fee arid there were
portunities i Rome. "%
Quirinal Palace and in Madrid,
at the Escorial. In France, the
first museum specifically for the
public benefit was established
in the Abbey of St Vincent at
Besancor with the bequest of
Head Abbot's personal collec-
tion of books, paintings and
medallions in 1694. The first
public museum in England. the
Ashmolean Museum at Oxford,
was opened in 1683 and was
followed by British museum in
1759. France opened its first
truly public museum, the Lou-
vre Museum in 1793, which
was based on the magnificent
royal collection. But the muse-
ums still carried on the tradi-
tion of the private collection.
Visitors were admitted as a

privilege, not as a right, and
consequently, gratitude and
admiration, not criticism, was
required of them. Museum was
thought of as temple of scholar-
ship and as the majority of the
visitors were neither scholars
nor intellectuals, a fact which
the museum world has taken a
long time to realize, it remained
as an unapproachable entity in

. the community.

It was not until the Long
Succession of international ex-
hibition begun with the Great
Exhibition in London in 1851
that a change came in the rela-
tionship between museum and
the public in a fundamental
way. These exhibitions attracted
very large numbers of visitors of
all classes, and they forced gov-
ernment to realise that the sci-

ences and the useful arts were-

the proper concern of the com-
munity as a whole. They brou-
ght the renaissance of the
modern museum in terms of
dramatic displays relating the
social life of the community. Not
that all museums followed this
example, but the environment
within which the museums in
Europe operated had changed.
But as for the educational role
of the museums, it is only com-
paratively recently that it has
become respectable to
regard education and pleasure
as closely connected. both for
children and for adults.

By the beginning of the
twentieth century the museum
scene throughout the world had
changed . In Eu-
rope, with the population in the
industrialized nations moving to
the urban centres, many com-
munities developed their own
museums throughout their local
authorities. In certain coun-
tries. llke France. a maoare
centralized state museum de-
veloped. New types of museums
also cropped up. While many of
the earlier museums were en-
cyclopedic in character, reflect-
ing the spirit of their age. the
New Museums were more spe-
cialized. One such notable de-
velopment was the proliferation
of 'Folk Museums’. The first of
this kind, the museum of Scan-
dinavian Folkore was opened in
Sweden in 1873 which was fol-
lowed by the first Open Air Mu-
seum in 1891 at Skansen in
Sweden. Science museumns were
much earlier in their origin. The
Dutch museum of Pieter Teyler
and the Conservatoire National

‘des Arts at Metiers in Paris had

collections of scientific instru-
ments at the end of the 18th
century. The tion of sci-
ence to industry was exhibited
al the Conservatoire and in
Science Museum at Sout

Kensington in London in the
Continued on page 11
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Being Like the West — Is it Always the Best?

by C A A Quassed-bin-Husayne

SK any body in the

age group of 16 to

20. "what's the next
step?” The reply is enviable.
“trying to go abroad.” It is true.
Our higher education being in a
pathetic state. all parents.
wishing that their children

Bogged down. with ‘odd jobs’
and ‘fun’ and friends’ many do
not complete their studies, or
they prolong it over extra
semesiers. It is alarming (o sec
that many of these young peo-
ple have gone on their family

‘ incomes — which means 5 to

10 lakh Taka every year. a lot of
which go to waste.
| believe that the principal
cause behind this outburst of
wildness is improper upbring-
ing. A child should be made to
know that there are
some jssues in life which are
absolute and which have no

w A strong ethieal base
. should be created so that one
can confront one's own evil,

look femptation in the eye,
recognise it when it approaches
and say no when I persists. Ev-

ery youngstier should be made
to get used to solitude. For the

so much that he or she

should do anything just to gain
company. One should have the
moral strength to say “you go
your way. | go on mine”. This is

love, thtchlldr:nmﬂlmw

up actually not wanting to in-
dulge in even when given the
opportunity to do so.

I.rlﬂllnmﬂmh‘r lltu
to from a

Blm;iyhlﬂngmﬁh.mdm
able to go abroad every now and
then does not change one’s ori-
gin. It's a fact that many
youngsters try to deny.

for one's elders, for the -
land, hmlmmm
a ﬂrnn; bondage with one's

o datory” (or cvery ‘won "of

every som or
dluﬂ'ltiﬂ‘ﬂﬂ!lﬂﬂ In order to
adapt foreign traits, one musl
be uuq:htmt to forget one's

" is true that the west dis-
plays superiority in world poli-
tics, comumerce, science, power
ete. So in order to achieve their
status, we must & that
which has led them to gory

— their technology and assidu-
us work. their science. their
al. To be more like them —

just by copying their attire or
their many ‘unconventional’
ways of life, we shall only be
able to bring upon ourselves the
lamentable and ruinous state of
their younger generation.

A comparison of social struc:
tures clearly reveala that there
are areas where our society has
a definite edge over the west
Family values play a dominat-
ing role in our lives and that
should be clearly imprinted into
the minds of

All of us should hl.ﬂld within
ourselves the power to stand
against the tide. unbending to
its force. For if we do bend. then
we might be washed away and
lost forever.

So the gquestion that remains
is a very serious one: being like
the west — I8 it really always
the best?
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In Pursuit of 3 ngher Dream

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

HE pursuit of higher
education ‘to broaden

ones horizon' has be-

come more of a mirage In
sh. Riddled with vio-

lent politics, aborted classes
and unabated session jams, the
state-run  institutions have

" fatled in their objective to give

students the intellectual stimu-
lus they need so badly. If it is
academic atmosphere we are

_lalking of there simply isn't one.

Horror is the dwindling com-
mitment of many teachers of
these Institutions who are frus-
trated and disenchanted by

President.

continuous disruptions of
classes and the disinterest of
the students themselves.

The alternative is hardly
satisfactory. It means either
spending an obscene amount of
foreign exchange to get an edu-
cation abroad or several
years of one's life just to acquire
a degree. In this discouraging
scenario. attempts are being
made from the private sector to
solve the problem. In the last
few years Bangladesh, espe-
cially, Dhaka has seen a mod-
est growth of private institu-
tibns struggling to provide what
state-run universities have been
unable to do. Unfortunately,
most of these institutions are
very expensive and out of the
reach of a majority of young
people who do take higher edu-
cation seriously. As a rejoinder
to this accusation. some of
these private entities claim that
they provide the same sjandard
education as foreign universi-
ties (where these people will go
anyway), at a much lower cost.
Musleuddin Ahmed. president
of North South University
(NSUJ. a ploneer private uni-
versity in Bangladesh, in an
exclusive interview tells The

Daily Star how this claim s -

substantiated.

To begin with, says its presi-
dent, NSU follows the American
college system with its curricu-
lum corresponding with that of
the University of Niinois Urbana
Champagne. The courses, he
adds, are modified to be rele-
vant in Bangladesh's context.
“If it is aconomics, the examples
will be from the Bangladesh
economy: If it is environmental
studies, we keep in view the
particular environmental prob-
lems of Bangladesh — water
pollution . sanitation etc”. says
Ahmed.

In addition to this. NSU
boasts of having teachers ®ither
Bangladeshi or foreign who
have degrees from the US or
Canada. This includes visiting
professors from the US and
Canadian universities who
teach at NSU for bne or two
semesters. With this combina-
tion of partly permanent and
partly floating teachers the uni
versity empures a constant flow
of new ideas and latest tech-
niques in teaching, Ahmed
comments.

To maintain academic stan-
dards, NSU's performance is
monitored by the International
Advisory Board headed by Dr
Peter Timmer, a professor of
Harvard University and eight
other rs of prominent
US untversities Moreaver, says
NSU's president. with the insti-
tutton's cellaboration with
American universities there will
be a constant assessment of
NSU's performance through ex
change of papers and reports
“If they think that we need to

improve things. then they will
advise us and we will make the

necessary changes.” he adds.

For the students this means
that they can easily transfer to
US universities from NSU with-
out losing any credits. Ahmed
explains that this does' not
mean that NSU's main purpose
is to send students abroad. "On
the contrary -we are trying to
keep students here but we must
create the opportunity for them
to pursye higher studies abroad
if that is what they want,” he
says.

At present, NSU has 284
students and a teacher-student
ratio of 1:11. The medium of in-
struction is English, with in-

Economics at NSU ;: Nancy Scannel at worlkc

tensive courses for students
who are a little weak jin the lan-
guage. Apart from regular
courses, usually amounting to
five per. semester. students are
required to take two semesters
of basic computer training.

This, says Ahmed, puts NSU .

graduates at an advantage over
students from state-run school
in terms of the job market in
Bangladesh. "They have a better
knowledge of English and com-
puter background — plus
points in any profession.”

The cost of going to NSU,
however, is formidable enough
to keep away many bright stu-
dents from middle income fami-
lies. It includes an admission
fee of Tk 50.000 for four years
and tuition fee of Tk 30.000 per
semester. This, Ahmed admits,
is an exorbitant sum for many
people but points out, that it is
reasonable compared to the
cost of attending a university
in the US or Canada. To help
students with financial needs,
NSU gives full scholarship to 5
to 10% of the students who
have good academic track
records. The_high tuition fees

are somewhat justified by the
fact that NSU pays its teachers
Tk 50,000 to 60,000 per month.

As a very young university,
NSU, established in 1992, has a
long way to go before it can be a
complete substitute for a US
university. For one thing, there
is no sprawling campus with
huge buildings, leafy trees and
open fields. The university, at
the moment has only the top
floor of a bullding with five
classrooms, a compuler room
and a cafeteria . In January it
plans to shift to a six storied
building where all the floors will
belong to NSU . Later, promises
its president. the university will
have a proper campus outside
the city.

Fields of study. too, are lim-
ited to a handful: Economics,
Business Administration and
Computer Science with addi-
tions of Environmental Science,
Sociology and Anthropology by
next year. This has been delib-
erate says Ahmed. "We are in-
troducing a few subjects now
because we want to do them
well”.

Recreational facilities —
something that US universities
are particularly famous for, are
very modest at NSU at the mo-
ment. Fields are requisitioned
for sports events and the stu-
dents have taken their own ini-
tiative to form drama and envi-
ronmental clubs. [nter univer-
sity matches and are
also arranged from time to time.

Inspite of the limitations. the
students at NSU are not un-,
happy. Deep. a Cumputcr
Science major and vice presi-
dent of NSU's Green Club says
that although at first he had
some difficulty understanding
the American system. he later
realized how efficient it was.
"'nm'hlﬁe:st advantage.” says

“is that we are going to.
graduale before any of ous
friends at other universities.

“Moreover,” he adds. “we are
getting an American education

and learning about American
life right here in our own coun-

Many of the students at
NSU, are iglact, children whose
parents want them to stay with
therm at home. Farzana, an
Economics major. in her
sophomore year says that she
came to NSU after her ‘A’ levels
and liked it so much that she
decided to stay. Raunak, a
Computer Science major and a
4.0 student has come back
after finishing high school in
the US because he is the only
child of his parents who want
him to stay with them.

With busy class schedules,
mid term examinations and
daily quizzes, there is hardly
any time for the type of politics
that students In staje-run uni-
versities choose to indulge in.
“There is so much pressure to
maintain your GPA and get
good grades, we just don't have
any time for all that.,” says
Raunak who also tutors in his
spare time. “Teachers expect us
to read the textbook before
class and if a student continues
to miss classes, there is no way
he will pasa " he says. Raunak

adds that n nludenﬂ with
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