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NEWS BRIEFS
Confce on

A national conference on

papulaﬂun and development’
Il begin tomorrow at the

: ﬂinmni Memorial Hall. Prime,

Minister Begum Khaleda Zia is
expected to inaugurate the
conference at 10 am. The
conference has been organised
on the oceasion of the obser-
vance of "Bangladesh Family
Planning Fortnight '93', re-
ports UNB.

PS Gopalan dead

BOMBAY, Dec 9: Former
editor of the PTI, PS Gopalan,
died of old age here today. He
was B85 A fond reporter of
Mahatma Gandhi, Gopalan was
known for his professionalism,
sense of discipline. punctuality
and courtesy, reports PTI.

Eight held in Ctg

CHITTAGONG. Dec 9: A
special team of the detectives
of the Chittagong Metropolitan
Police (CMP) in a drive ar-
restied eight persons for their
alleged involvement in procur-
ing forged licenses of the
Bangladesh Road Transport
Authority (BRTA) from its of-

fice here yesterday, reports
BSS.

Two JCD leaders
held in Pabna

PABNA, Dec 9. Police ar- |

rested two student leaders
from the.town today and re-
covered arms and ammunition.
The arrested are Hasan Ali,
25, and Jahangir., 24, district®
commyittee leaders of the
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD).
They were picked up from
near Sadar Hospital at about
7:30 pm. They also recovered a
sophisticated shutter gun and
some ammunition from the

possession of Hasan All. re-
. ports UNB.

Ivory Coast

e
AN, Dec 9° The Ivory

Coast government of Prime
Minister Alassane Quattara has
resigned with immediate ef-
fect, an official statement said
today. reports Reuter.

authorities in respon
of their questions regarding cer-
tain technical and financial
aspects of the multi-million

dollar project
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J apanese support for
JMB still uncertain

With the question of Jap-
anese support for the Jamuna
Bridge Project still up in the air,
the seven-member fact-finding
Japanese mission left Dhaka
yesterday afternoon alter
holding extensive talks with
officials here.

The team, which had arrived
last Saturday to take a closer

look at the project, participated
in ‘a wrap-up meeting at the
Economic Relations Division
(ERD) just prior to its depar-
ture, The wrap-up discussions
were originally scheduled for
Wednesday afternodon but had
to be shifted at short notice be-
cause the Japanese sought
more time to study the answers
by the Bangladesh
se Lo some

By A Special Correspondent

In the wrap-up meeting the
Japanese said that they had re-
celved answers to the gquestions
they had about the project. But
they still had some doubts
about the adequacy of institu-
tional arrangements to imple-

«ment the resettlement plan
which looked fine in principle.

The team., however, pointedly
refrained from making any
statement that will belie sup-
port or lack of it for the project.
This has left officials in Dhaka,
anxious for immediate confir-
mation of Japanese assistance,
baffled. They will now have to
wait until the team returns to
Tokyo and the Japanese gov-
emment reaches its final deci-
sion. There is no clue about

when this will be.

During its flve-day stay in
Dhaka the Japanese team had
intense discussions with
Bangladesh officials. Immed-

lately
requested for information from
,the Bangladesh authorities on a
veqr wide range of subjects. The
mission s nine-page gquestionn-
aire on economic issues alone
contained close to sixty
questions. The questions
related to the project’s economic
viability, present economic
condition on the west bank of
the Jamuna and the govern-
ment's plan to improve it, the
government's ability to carry the
fiscal burden of resettiement
and maintenance cost of the
project and why investment is
depressed in Bangladesh.
The government of B
desh was given very short
notice to prepare answers (o
these questions. Besides, as one
observer pointed put, most of
these questions have already
been considered by experts be-
Sec Mage 12 Col 2
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Human Rights
Day today
By Btaff Correspondent

The Human Rights Day will
be observed in the country, as
elsewhere in the world. today to |
commemorate the
the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights by the United
Nations.

The declaration, adopted in
1948, a “Common
standard of achievement for all
peoples and nations.”

In a message on the occa-
sion, the Secretary General of
the United Nations, Boutros
Boutros Ghali said., "human
rights belong to each and every
person, hununrﬁ:tlrrﬂu:i
mrmhm

"Only by strength of will and
wider political and Imaginative
vision. we can create an even
greater legacy for those who
come after us,” he added.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, in her message on
the occasion said. Bangladesh
was firmly committed to pro-
moting human dignity.

The Prime Minister said the
people of Bangladesh have a

See page 12 Col 1
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4000 BJP men held across Ind1a |

NEW DELHI. Dec 9: Police
arrested 4,000 Hindu demon-
strators across India Thurdday,
as a strike called by a right-
wing Hindu party evoked par-
tial response in New Delhi, re-
ports AP.

The protests were called to
condemn the arrests  of
Bharatiya Janata Party's Presi-
dent Lal Krishna Advani and
seven other Hindu leaders on
Tuesday in connection with
the demolition of an ancient
mosque one year ago, the lat-
est crisis in India's Muslim-
Hindu relations.

In New Delhi, party law-
makers interrupted Parliament
for the second straight day
Thursday to protest the arrest
of their leaders.

United News of India re-
ported arrest of 3,000 BJP
supporters in the southern
Andhra Pradesh state during
street demonstration. In east-
ern Bihar state 500 Hindu
protesters were taken into
custody. Other arrests were
reportéd from the north-cen-
tral Indian state of Uttar
Prldesh

On Thursday in New Delhi,
most schools, colleges and of-
fices opened as usual and the
streets, bustled with the usual
traffic.

Tens of thousands of po-
licemen, with their iron-
tipped canes rested on side-
walks, lounged in the winter
sun at street intersections or
in front of shuttered shops.
Businessmen in the capital
have traditionally been BJP
supporters.

Advani and the others were
taken into custody after they
refused to renew bail payments
at a preliminary court hearing
in Lucknow, the capital to Ut-
tar Pradesh.

The eight leaders have been
out on bail since late last year
when they were first arrested
following the destruction of
the Babri Mosque by Hindu
fanatics on December 6, 1992

They have been charged
with inciting the tens of thou-
sands of Hindus who had gath-
ered outside the 16th-century
mosque in Ayodhya, a holy
town in Uttar Pradesh. The
destruction was followed by

- ——— =

two months of the worst
Hindu-Muslim riots in four
decades.

Many Hindus believe the
mosque was built by a Muslim

on the site of an an-
cient Hindu temple that his
soldiers leveled.

The BJP recently lost elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh. Hi-
machal Pradesh and Madhya
Pradesh, three of the four
states where it had  heild
power umitil last year. The gov-
ernments in those states were
dismissed after the Ayodhya
demolition.

In New Delhi. the lower

house of Parliament, or the

speaker's podium chanting
"Delhi closed., Parliament
closed.” BJP members in the

position guup has emerged as
a dominant political force in

Irﬂlllnjultlnurjremby[im-

|

mrmwmhmrm;m mn t-o:tn in the capital -
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Indo-Bangla
border
- talks end

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET. Dec 9: The 3-day
border conference between
Bangladesh and India ended
here today.

An eight-member Indian
team led by PK Pillai, Inspec-
tor-General of BSF for Tripura,
Kachhar and Mizoram at-
tended the conference. The
team included Inspector-Gen-
eral of Shillong RS Mehta,
Deputy Inspector-Generals of
Tripura (North), Tripura
(South) and Gwahati and three
other staff officers.

The Bangladesh team was
led by the Deputy Director-
General of BDR Brigadier TU
iftekharul- Bashar. The other
members were Sector Com-
manders of Sylhet, My-
mensingh, Comilla. Rnngp::d

i. Khagrachhari

Trans-border problems like

ush-in, BSF firing on
Llwunntﬂtﬂmmuf
Feni and other related mat-

ters “ were discussed

Murtaza's supporters go
on rampage m Karachi

KARACHI, Dec 9: Supporters
of Murtaza Bhutto. the jailed
brother of Prime Minister Ben-
azir Bhutto, rampaged through
the streets of this southern city
Thursday. burning vehicles and
stoning police, reports AP.

One boy was shot dead, ap-
parently by a stray bullet fired
by Bhutto's followers, police
said. ;

The activists, operating in
several small groups around the
city, chanted anti-government
slogans and demanded that Ms
Bhutto's government release
Bhutto, who has been jailed
since he returmed to Pakistan
last month, ending 16 years of
exile.

"The government should go,”
shouted one band of protesters,
all of them young men.
"Murtaza should be released.”

Ms Bhutto and her brother
are locked in a bitter family
feud that has the potential to
weaken her new government,

which came to following
national elections in October.
The protesters burned at

ups also set fire Lo a
amaj! post office, placed burn-
ing tire barricades in the'streets
and threw stones at police.

Police responded with tear
gas in at least one instance.
There were no arrests, police
said.

Ms Bhutto, 40, and her 39-
year-old brother both see them-
selves as the legitimate succes-
sor to their father, former Prime
Minister Zulfikar All Bhutto,
who was overthrown in 1877
and hanged two years later.

Murtaza Bhutto has a core of
militant followers te
the country shortly his fa-
ther's overthrow. He remained
outside Pakistan until last
month. He was elected to the
Sindh provincial assembly in
October, when he was still
abroad.

Upon his return, Bhutto was

placed in the Landhi jail near-

Karachi and faces a long list of

criminal charges that prevent

him from playing an active po-
“litical role.

He is accused of master-
minding the 1981 hijacking of
a Pakistani airliner. The htju:i
ing was seen as an at to
weaken the martial law rule of
Gen Mohammed Zia-ul-Haq,
who died in 1988,

See Page 12 Col 8
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A man on a bicycle hurries by a burning tyre in Karachi
during a strike called by the supporters of Murtoza Bhutto,

demanding his release.

— AFP photo
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’ Remst those trying
to impede nat'l

uhlmnnof'

development : PM

ULLAPARA (Sirajganj). Dec
9. Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today expressed
her determination to carry for-
ward the politics of
despite obstacles created by
vested quarters through hartals
and destructive programmes.
reports BSS,

*They do not think of
progress of the nation of selving
the problems of the peopie.
Their unl'y concern is tp go to

means. even at
H'H! cost .:.f'hlmpcﬂnl the
progress of the nation.” Begum
Zia told a huge public meeting
here at the government Akbar
All College ground.

The Prime Minister called
upon all to creale resistance
against those bent on destroy-
ing the on-going process of de-
velopment and Increasing pro-
duction through negative pro-
gramines

Begum Zia said the BNF was
t!upnrtyuftlmpmpl: It would
continue to work for ensuring
the welfare of the people on the
one hand and Mﬂhﬂﬂm dtm
politics of production -

:urnthu

are confident to implement our

as we have full
support of the people, which is
the vital force for our party,

Mll huge public meet-
ing at the Kazipur thana

round.
Sce 'nge 12 Col 4

Hasina accuses BNP of

dividing journalists

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Dec 9 Leader of
the Oppostuon in Parltament
Sheikh Hasina accused the BNP
of creating division among Lhe
journalists again to bullding up
ttlim.lgtnlthuh-t!ulhd
the people.

The BNP tooi the same
divide and rule policy’ to win
the last election, she said.

She appealed to the coun-
trys journalists to reveal the
truth through imparual and
courageous writings in the in-
terest of the nation.

"Newspaper should not be-
long to any political party or
guarters. It belongs to the peo-
pie and is the spokesman for
the nation. she told a funttion
marking the launching of a
Bengali daily Dainik Pathaker

Kagol.
Awami League chiefl Sheikh

Hasina also accused the gov-

ermmpent of curbing the freedom

of press through vartous means.

"Voice of the press is being

MWMM
or by telephone advice.”

UNB adds, referring to polit}-
cal scenario. she said the hard-
won has been crip-
pled because of undemocratic
decisions and enactment of new
black laws like the Anti-Terror-

hnlﬂbythemwn-

See Page 12 Col 3

Prokrichi plans en masse

resignation Dec 15

doctors, en-
ulturists and
26 BCS cadres

E

Council of Prokrichi and 26
BCS cadres.

The 17-point charter of
demands includes appoint-
ment of professionals to the

By Staff Correspondent

executive powers to elected
public representatives and re-
structuring the present bu-
reaAUCTACY.

The programme of en
masse leave and resignation
came after the long-drawn ne-
gotiation between the govern-
ment and the leaders of the
Action Council apparently
bogged down on November 3.

The Prokrichi leaders ac-
cused the government of
‘unnecessarily delaying” the
implementation of the gov-
ernment orders on selection
grade and removing service
anomalies.

The Central Action Council
was formed with the members
of four national associations of
professionals — The Bangla-
desh Civil Service (BCS) Coor-
dination Council, the En-
gineers' Institution of Bangla-
desh (IEB), the Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA) and

Sec Page 12 Col 6

| 10 partles to launch Left
" || Democratic Front in Jan

By Special Correspondent

Ten political parties are
preparing to launch sometime
next month a new alliance,
called Left Democratic Front

(LDF).
A document containing the
aims and of the Front

has already been drafted and is
being scrutinised by the com-

ponent parties of the proposed

political grouping.
The LDF is to com-
prise all the parties in the Five-

Party Alliance, along with the
Communist Party of Bangladesh
(CPB) led by Mujahidul Islam
Selim and the National Awami
Party (NAP) headed by Prof
Mujaffar Ahmed.

The Five-Party Alllance has
now seven components which
are: The Weorkers Party of Ba-
ngladesh, the Jatiya Sama-
jtantrik Dal (JSD-Inu), Bangla-
desher Samajtantrik Dal (BSD-
Khaleque), the BSD (Mahbub),
The Sramik Krishak Samajbadi
Dal, Otkkya Prokriya and the
Ganotantrik Biplobi Jote.

Sources however said. the
involvement of the NAP with the
Fromt is still uncertain because
its leadership is reluctant to
float such a political platform.

The main fve of the
LDF, as stated in the draft doc-

ument; is to establish a left
democratic government for
bringing about fundamental
changes in the existing socio-
economic system.

When contacted yesterday,
Mujahidul Islam Selim, General
Secretary of the CPB and Bimal
Biswas, member of the
Politbureau of the Workers
Party, confirmmed the initiative
for a new political grouping arid
sald, "We hope to launch the
front by the fist-half of
January.'

Both the leaders maintained
that the unity of the left forces
is the crying need of the hour
for which the LDF will mobilise
the like-minded left parties and

organisations.
The ten political parties
came closer soon after the spiit

in the CPB in June followed by
the formation of Gano Forum
under the leadership of Dr
Kamal Hossain in which the
factions of the CPB, the NAP
and other political forces
merged.
Since then, the group of ten
parties had been working to-
gether and so far organised four
joint programmes on certain
national issues. The group is
scheduled to hold another joint

rally on January 16.
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Govt to build
memorial at
Rayer Bazar

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia will lay the foun-
dation stone of the memeorial on
December 14. On that day in
1971, the Pakistani occupation
army and their collaborators
had brutally killed many of the
country’s top intellectuals.

The government has also de-
cided to acquire 3.5 acres of

land at Rayer Bazar. the place

where they were murdered.

M Keramat All announced yes-
terday that applications for

performing the coming Majj
would be received upto January
|5 next year

Al & news conference at the
Islamic Foundation hall rooms in
the city, the minister said the
deadline had been refixed to fia-
cilitate a large number of poople
o perform Hajj under the gov-
ernment management. The au-
thorities recetved 2461
tons untfl the previous
of November 15 last, he added,

Keramat All told the journal-
ists that Taka 16,000 was taken
from each applicant till
November 15 as house rent In
Makkah. However, he added,
the rent would vary from Tk
12.000 to Tk 16,000 depending
on Lhe size and facilities of the
houses.
" As In' prévious years, the

See Page 12 Col 7

Order to shift
Hasnat to_
Dhaka Jail

the BNP jﬂn:dtheJT~
Party at the fag end of the
shad r and became a

cember 1990.

jail for six months and a fine of
Tk 25000/- in default to suffer

He was arrutﬁd llltmnth*
from the Benapole ler
while returning from India.

68 return home
from Myanmazs
jail
From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 9: Sixty-
eight Bangladeshi fishermen
have returned to Teknaf from
Myanmar jail during last three
days.

After several rounds of flag
meetings between the Bangl-
adesh Rifles (BDR) and Mya-
nmar Nasaka Force, the Myan-
mar authorities sent back the
fishermen who were pickedup
by the Myanmar force in
November last.

The returned fishermen are
the inhabitants of different vil-
lages of Teknaf thana.

In November last the Nasaka
men picked up more than a
hundred fishermen, seized
fishing boats and nets from the
Naaf river.



