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—
Handloom sector lacks

proper policy : PM

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday sald that
the country's handleom sector
could not achleve the expected

development because of lack of
proper policy, reports UNB.
She said there were various

faced by the hand-
loom industry. including lack

of adeguate supply and fair
price of yarn, lack of capital,
problems of marketing and
duty on imports of raw materi-
als. "These problems are there
because of lack of a proper

"It is possible to reduce loas
in the textile sector if we can
overcome our fascination for

foreign goeds and check
mﬁhn‘" Begum Zia said
tncnupcrlttﬁth

t for curbing

Academy.
She stressed the need for a
after reviewing
the problems of the weavers

and the handloom industry.

Begum Zia said that her
government was considering
to establish a services and fa-
cilities centre for the weavers.
Besides, some 20 basic centres
are now being established
across the country to help the
weavers and solve the prob-

lems of the industry.

She further said that the

government has undertaken a

mme to rehabilitate the
artisans for Benarasi saree. "We
will do everything for the de-
velopment of the handloom
sector .

The Prime Minister re-
called that Shaheed President
Zdaur Rahman had established
the Bangladesh Handloom
Board for the welfare of the
weavers to restore the past
glory of the industry.

"We believe our textile sec
tor has a bright possibility.
This is why we identified it as
a dynamic sector’. Begum Zia
said. "Clothes are a basic need.
Iit's our constitutional duty to
provide clothes for the peo-

She said that the textile was

given priority after the agricul-
ture sector and appropriate

policies are being adopted to-

develop the sector as well as
the economy.

The function was ad-
dressed, among others, by
State Minister for Textile
Major (retd) Abdul Mannan,
Textile Secretary AH Mofazzel
Karim, Textile Board Chairman
Syed Shahabuddin Ahmed,
Shahidullah Khan MP and
weavers representative
Mohammad Ramijuddin.

Later, the Prime Minister
went round different stall dis-
playing handloom products at
the conference venue.

Toll collectors,
hijackers held

By DMCH Correspondent

Two toll collectors were
caught red-handed at New
Escaton in the city yesterday
along with a sawed-off rifle
and two bullets.

Witnesses said, a group of
‘local mastans’ went to the
Development Design
Consultants office yesterday
moming but were resisted by

the stafl.
Al one stage of altercation

one of them stabbed the office
peon Mohammad Mokaddes.
Two of the mastans, identi-
filed as Sohel, 25 and Abdul
Aziz, 25, were caught and later
handed over to Ramna police.
Meanwhile, four hijackers
were arrested by the
Mohammadpur police for their
alleged attempt to snatch the
gold chain of a rickshaw pas-
senger at dagger point.
Tauhida Nasrin, the passen-
ger, however, managed to
draw attention of the passers-
by who chased the muggers

braving the cocktails hurled at

Iu.“"-.l}-slisirrnu1r.'1utiin. a contractor,
who was on the scene, shot at
the muggers with his licensed
gun injuring one Fazal. The
other held muggers are:
Hemayet, Hannan and Masud.

UNB adds: Police arrested a
youngman with a * loaded re-
volver from in front of the
Babupura police box in the city
yesterday.

Nizamuddin alias Monu Mia.,
35, was arrested with a black
briefcase at 8:10 am.

Two youngmen were caught red-handed while committing
dacoity at a private consultants’ firm at New Eskaton in the

city yesterday.
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‘Khaleda : No provision
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that a hartal programme was
organised by a leading opposi-
tion party in conjunction with
the ousted force of autecracy
coinciding with Shaheed Noor
Nossain's death anniversary.
"Instead of upholding the sanc-
tity of the day by arranging mi-
lad, they observed hartal caus-
ing misery and suffering to the
people.’

She said, some opposition
parties are trying to stop the
wheels of development. "Why do
you try to interrupt the pro-
grammes of poverty alleviation,
industrial production., educa-
tional programmes and devel-
opment works like the con-
struction of bridges and cul-
verts?"

"By calling hartals, breaking
cars, damaging property and
stopping production they were
creating indiscipline and hin-
dering progress.”

Begum Khaleda Zia spoke of
the glorious role of the Press in
the anti-autocracy movement.
The press. she said, also ac-
knowledged the fairmess and
impartiality of the last parlia-
mentary elections.

Terming the Press as the

watchdog of democracy, she
sald” "Durihg our time., no
phone ls are made to the
offices at the dead of
the night asking not to publish
anti-government reports. You
cannot cite a single instante of
press censorship,” she stated.
Presided over by City BNP
President and Food Minister Mir
Shawkat Ali, the meeting was
also addressed by, among oth-
ers, LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukder, Irrigation, Flood Con-
trol and Agricultural Minister
Majid- Ul-Hugq, Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman, Post and
Telecommunication Minister
Tariqul Islam, Information
Minister Barrister Nazmul
Huda, State Minister for Social
Welfare Fazlur Rahman Patal,

Dhaka City-Mayor and Jubo Dal
President Mirza Abbas, State
Minister for Youth and Sports
Sadek Hossain, DUCSU Vice
President Amanullah Aman.
Jatiyatabadi Mahila Dal Presi-

dent Begum Khwaja Shamsun-

nahar Ahuanullah JASAS Pre-
sident Zahid Hﬂsﬂain Chunnu
and Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
President F‘m:lui Huq Milon.

BNP Secretary General and
LGRD Minister Barrister Salam
Talukdar said, the country
could not expect any thing bet-
ter from Awamj League as its
late leader. Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, who had championed
democracy, also killed demac-
racy and the press freedom by
establishing one-party BKSAL.

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman termed the Awami
League’s attempt at calling fre-
quent hartals "as nothing but
an act of sabotage to destroy
the economy.”

Saifur said, that from day
one BNP was elected to power,
Awami League had been trying
to dislodge the government. “All
their efforts are aimed at stop-

ping development work.”

Tariqul Islam criticised the
Awami League for collaborating
with the Jatiya Party and frus-
trating the objectives of the
Joint Declaration.

Barrister Nazmul Huda said,
polis under a care-taker gov-
ernment happens only once in a
country's history. "It happens
when the breaks down,
there is chaos and there ia an-
archy.”

Mir Shawkat Ali refem:d to a
recent statement of the AL chief
regarding strengthening of the
Armed Forces. He said, all the
armed personnel had bitter ex-
periences since 1972. The
Awami League not only ignored
the armed forces, but also cre-
ated a parallel force, the Rakkhi
Bahini to undermine the armed
forces.

US acknowledges 200
secret N-tests

WASHINGTON, Dec 7: The
. US government concealed the
existence of more than 200 nu-
clear s tests since the
19408, including some where
radiation was released into the
environment, the Energy De-
partment acknowledged Tues-
day. reports AP.

The department. releasing a
series of documents as a first
step towards more openness
about its nuclear weapons pro-

Hazratbal
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the shrine since November 16,
the day 35 militants surren-
dered after occupying the
mosque for 33 days and being
surrounded by Indian saldiers.

+ Negotiators ended the stand-
off peacefully. which surprised
many natives of Kashmir, where
more than 7.500 people have
been killed in the insurrection
in the last four years.

The militants of Jammu-
Kashmir state. the only one in
Hindu-dominated India with a
Muslim majority, are fighting
for independence or a merger
with Islamic Pakistan.

Gani and Ansari are two
leaders of the All Party Freedom
Movement, a coalition of 32
politicians and activists who
support the militants and who
negotiated with the government
for the first time during the
standoff at Hazrathal Mosque.

The group had urged the

people of Kashmir, many of’

whom support the militants. to
join the protest march Tuesday,
but buses carrying many of

them were stopped by Indian
forces.

gramme. said that 204 nuclear
tests were conducted at its
Nevada test site and never re-
vealed to the public because the
government was fearful of dis-

closing hlfni'matlnn to the Soviet

nion
In addition, the department
disclosed new data about the
explosion sizeé of 48 other tests

conducted in the Pacific be-

tween 1945 and_1990.
Private researchers long have

speculated that the government
had conducted secret tests, but
the number given by the de-
partment Tuesday is consider-

ably larger than previously |

thought, Officials over the years
have announced 826 nuclear
tests since 1945.

Enesgy secretary Hazel
O'Leary said the nuclear test
data is "just a beginning to the
process” of releasing hundreds
of formherly classified documents

and data from the department's

nuclear weapons programme.

The department also planned
to release information on the

quantities, of weapons grade

plutonium stockpiled at gov-
ernment facilities

Islamic Bank

director in city

. Sheikh Fouad Abdul Hameed
Al-Khateeb, the former Saudi

- ambassador to Bangladesh and

director of Islami Bank
Bangladesh ‘Ltd arrived here
yesterday morning. He will at-
tend the international seminar
on Islamic common market and

- the meeting of the Board of

Directors of Islami Bank during

his stay in the capital, reports
BSS. pect

'I Deputy

BDR, BSF talk
cross-border
problems

SYLHET, Dec 7: Bangladesh '

Rifles [(BDR) and Border
Security Force (BSF) of India at
a coordination meeting here
today discussed a wide range
of cross-border problems be-
tween the two countries, re-
ports UNB.

An official handout said the
meeting, held in a cordial at-
mosphere, discussed trans-
border crimes. including
smuggling, trespass, kidnap-
ping, murders, dacoity etc and
measures to curb those, :

The meeting also discussed
law and order situation in the
border areas. violation of the
frontiers, land disputes, push-
in , maintenance of border pil-
lars and other allied matters.

The two sides at the meet-
ing decided to exchange in-
formation on sm as well
a8 oOn persons organisa-
tions involved in smuggling.

Steps taken to
identify fake.
driving licences

State Minister for Social
Welfare Fazlur Rahman told the
Jatiya Sangsad yesterday that
the government had taken
steps to identify false driving
licences and their holders, re-
ports BSS.

Responding to a call atten-
tion notice by Shudhangshu
Shekhar Halder (AL) on fnlu
driving licence, Fazlur Rahman
said punitive action would be
taken against the holders of
false driving licences.

asked the police

Police arrests 32 'outsiders'
from passport office

By Staff Correspondent

Thirty two people were
rounded up by Ramna police
from the Dhaka Regional
Passport Office yesterday al-
legedly for working as passport
brokers.

The Special Branch (SB)
and the Ramna Thana Police
went into action in the pass-
port office at Escaton following
a directive from the Home
Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury.

Earlier the Home Minister
made a surprise visit to the
passport office at around 1 pm
yesterday and finding the of-
fice full of 'outsiders’, he ex-
pressed dissatisfaction and
to nab the
‘'unwanted persons .

Police carrfed the raid at
around 2 pm immediately after
the Home Minister had left.

A source said the minister
visited the passport office after
receiving complaint that the
general passport seckers were
being harassed.

* Following the directive, the
law enforcing personnel on

duty sealed off all the en-

trances to the office keeping

the loitering people inside and
picked up 32 people as they

could not give any satisfactory
answers about their presence
there. Police suspected them
as passport brokers.

A police officer on duty
said, "these people normally
get contracts to make pass-
port for others taking money ..
We are guestioning the sus-
pects ... Legal action will be
taken against those found

| guilty and the rest will be re-

leased.”

The police of the Detective
Branch (DB) and the SB were
interrogating the suspects in
the Ramna pﬂli{'t station last
night.

Meanwhile, an official in
the Passport Office said the
police earlier arrested
passport brokers several times.
They ‘were released and the
situation did not improve in
the past, he added.

UNB reports: The minister
expressed extreme dissatisfac-
tion seeing the mismanage-
ment of the passport office and
ordered for immediate sus-
pension of an officer and a staff
for neglecting duties and ir-

regularity.

He directed the Director
General of lmmigration and
Passport Directorate for eradi-
cating all mismanagement and
corruption from the passport
office.

Matin also ordered to form
a three-member probe body
headed by a Joint Secretary of
the Home Ministry for investi-
gation into all mismanage
ments of the passport office.

Stressing on congtruction of
a building of its own for the
Passport and Immigration
Directorate, the minister
called for speedy implemen-
tation of the project already
undertaken.

Home Secretary Azimuddin
Ahmed, the Additional Secr-
etary of Home Ministry, the
Additional Inspector General
of Police and other high
officials were present.

JS move on local govt system
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While proposing the com-
mittee, the LGRD Minister rul-
ing out the opposition claim
that the proposed law was not
consistent with the relevant
constitutional provisions, said,
'we want to set an example of
working
standing with the opposition
in parllament.’ .

The minister, terming the
move, an unprecedented one
in Bangladesh
Treasury Bench in the parlia-
ments of the past had shown
thi magnanimity to the oppo-
sition bench.

Earlier, on the eve of taking
the local government (district
council) (amendment) bill,
1993, for consideration hy,the
House, the opposition leaders
called upon the treasury bench
to reach a consensus on the is-
sue before passage of the bill.

Rising on a point of order,
Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
referred to the constitutional
obligation for strengthening

and institutionalizing all the

tiers of local government
through elected representa-

Demanding a comprehen-
sive bill, Azad said develop-
ment of the country is ham-
pered and frustration of the
people increased in the ab-
sence of representative bodies
at all tiers of local government.

Barricter Moudud Ahmed
contended that the bill is not
in conformity with the
Constitution. He said articles

59 and 60 gave an integrated

-scheme of local government.

"This is a distinctive
unique feature of
Constitution.”

Workers' Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon said the
bill proposed formation of dis-
triect council with wunion
parishad chairman, man and
women. But Article 9 of the

and
our

through an under-

said, no

Constitution said the local gov-
ernment bodies should have
representatives of peasants
and workers. -

Ganotantri Party MP Sur-
anjit Sengupta, Jamaat MP
Maulana Sobhan and JSD MP
Shajahan Siraj also criticised
the proposed law from the
constitutional point of view
and called upon the Treasury
Bench to reach an understand-
ing with the opposition on the
issue with a view to institu-
tionalizing democracy.

Barrister Jamiruddin Sir-
car, Education Minister, at'this
point took the floor to defend
the bill and argued that there
was no violation of constitution

-in any sections of the proposed

law, especially after it had
been presented in the House
in an amended form.

Referring to the opposition

- objections to the provision for

indirect election of the
District Council chairman, the
Education Minister informed
the House that the provision
has had already been replaced
with the system of direct polls.

Tofael Ahmed of the Awami
League (AL) took the floor at
this point to refer to the Prime
Minister's Monday's speech in
the JS in ‘'which Begum
Khaleda Zia had expressed her
will to resolve all the national
level problems, on the floor of
parliament.

The AL MP also called the
Treasury Bench to resolve the
present crisis on the subject of

logal government on the basis
of consensus between the

Treasury and the Opposition:

benches.

Information Minister
Barrister Nazmul Huda, in re-
sponse to the AL legislator,
proposed to Speaker Bhaikh
Razzak Ali to adjourn the
House for a few minutes to try
to reach an t on the
issue with the opposition.

The Speaker adjourned the

House for 20 minutes at 8:45
pm.

The House resumed after an
hour following a successful ne-
gotiation between the Treasury
and the Opposition bench and
the LGRD Minister came out

‘with the proposal for the spe-

cial committee.

The Minister, however, in-
formed the House that apart
from the present move for
considering the local govern-
ment issue in fhe committee,

he discussed the matter dur-

ing the last few days with many
opposition leaders including
Abdus Samad Azad, Moham-
mad Nasim, Rashed Khan
Menon, Advocate Fazle Rabbi
and Sheikh Ansar Ali.

Samad Azad, while giving
his reaction on the Treasury
Bench's positive response to

the opposition call, thanked

them and felt that the pro-

posed committee should dis-
cuss the issue of local govern-
ments in totality.

The Speaker adjourned the
House at 10:30 pm to resume
again at 4 this afternoon.

‘Naniarchar inquiry
Dipankar MP
concerned

By Staff Correspondent

Dipankar Talukder MP from
the Rangamati Hill Tracts con-
stituency expressed his deep
concern over the alleged barring
of witnesses from reporting to
the inquiry commission probing
the incident of killings at Na-
niarchar on November 17.

In a statement yesterday the
parliamentarian alleged that dif-
ferent government agencies
were resisting the witnesses
from reporting to the probe
body. He demanded adminis-
trative intervention in this mat-
ter.

| the

Private varsity
in Comilla to
be set up

An initiative has been taken
to establish a private university
in Comilla, reports UNB.

A 16-member Trust has al-
reacdy been formed to set up the
proposed "Comilla University.”

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia called for mo-
bilising necessary fund for the
university. He assured that the
government would provide pos-
sible help in this regard.

The Works Minister gave the
assurance while speaking at a
meeting of the Comilla Educ-
ation, Science and Technology
Development Trust in the city
yesterday.

Former Dhaka University
Vice Chancellor Prof. Faziul
Hallm Chowdhury chaired the
meeting. President of the Trust
Prof. Shamsul Huq and ex:
minister Abul Kashem were
present.

30,000 tons sugar
allotted for
dealers

Thirty thousand tons of
sugar have been allotted for
wholesale, district and thana
level sugar dealers as well as
for the establishment permit
holders [EPH) by Bangladesh
Sugar and Food Industries
Corporation for the month of
December, reports BSS.

The last date for lifting of
allotted sugar is December 20
which would not be extended
any further, the corporation
asserted.

Sugar dealers and EPH
owners have been requested to
contact Sales Department of
BSFIC or the nearest sugar mill
to lift their quota of sugar
within the set time limit.

Kuwatt, Iraq
returnees’

programme
By Staff Correspondent

Some seventy thousand
Bangladeshis repatriated from
Kuwait and Iraq in the wake of
the Gulf War yesterday an-
nounced their programme to
join the Opposition by the end
of this December lor their ac-
tive participation in all future
anti-government agitations.

M. Ashraf Ali Khan and Nur
Mohammad Siddiq. President
and General Secretary of the
Association for Kuwait repatri-
ated Bangladeshis made the

_announcement at a press con-

ference at the National Press
Club last evening.

The leaders accused the
government of doing nothing for
the Bangladeshis repatriated
from Kuwait and Iraq after the
Gulf crisis.

They will also observe a two-
day hunger strike in front of the
National Press Club from
December 12 as part of their

programme.

Tanft
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the sole authority to decide any

case as it needs clearance [rom
the Law Ministry before taking
any decision.

The NBR Chairman, how-
ever, suggested that there
should be a dialogue between
the NBR and the business peo-
ple before the next budget, so
that all the issues could be re-
solved.

' In some cases, he said taxes
are imposed for establishing
control and supervision over a
particular sector and in some
cases, for removing the imbal-
ances between the foreign aided
projects and the domestic pro-
jects.

About a proposal for setting
up a separate collectorate for
export oriented industries,
the NBR Chairman said, the
Board is now facing an acute
shortage of manpower. About
33 per cent posts of:the
Customs Department are now
vacant while out of 408 posts of
the Income Tax Department,
193 posts are vacant, he dis-
closed. So at this stage the pro-

_posal cannot be implemented,

but it can be done within two or
three years, he pointed out.

The President of the MCCI
Latifur Rahman raised various
issues relating to tax, tariff and
duties for consideration of the
Board and reiterated the need
for a supportive role from the
NBR.

He hailed the NBR's decision
regarding acceptability of price
certificates of pre-shipment in-
speoction, but said there is
something more to be done re-
garding the items for which
there are tariff values. He also
referred to the Finance
Minister's commitment on the
issue and said this can be done
at least for the industrial im-
porters .

The MCCI President was
critical of the NBR's starid on
the provision of deducting in-
come tax at source in case of
exports and also pointed out
some {rregularities in collecting
the Value Added Tax [VAT).

From among the business-
men, Manzur-e-Elahi, Azizur
Rashid, Major General (Retd)
Amzad, Aminul Islam, Igbal
Mahmud, Abu Sayeed and
many others raised various is-
sues for consideration of the
NBR Chairman. Dr Akbar Alf
Khan, along with other mem-
bers of the Board, responded to

leaders of the business com-
munity.

tthc questions raised by the
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Benazir declines Rao’s
invitation

ISLAMABAD. Dec 7: Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto tonight
expressed her imability to accept her Indian counterpart, PV
Narasimha Rao's personal invitation for attending the December
16 "education for all” summit, saying that she had "other pre-

occupations”.
This was stated

by the Minister of State for External Affairs

and Rao's special envoy R L Bhatia, who flew In here by a
special Indian Air Force plane to deliver the invitation te

Benazr, reports PT1.

Syria rejects Israeli offer

DAMASCUS, Dec 7: Syria had rejected an lsraeli offer to
withdraw from the Golan heights in four phases in return for

“immediate” peace with Syria. an official Syrian newspaper said

today.

The English-language daily Theé Syria Times said, US
Secretary of State Warren Christopher brought the offer to
Damascus. Christopher visited Syria on Sunday, reports Reuter.

IDB to provide $10m for
pry schools, madrassahs

Bangladesh will receive 10
million US dollar from the
Islamic Development Bank
(IDB) for financing the con
struction of 500 government
primary schools and 120
Madrassah throughout the
country. reports BSS

A loan agreement to this
effect was signed between the
two sides here yesterday
Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman and the visiting presi-
dent of the IDB Dr Ahmad
Muhammad Ali signed the
agreement on behalf of their
respective sides,

Earlier during discussions,
the Finance Minister empha-
sised the worthwhile project
financing assistance instead of
trade financing one from the
IDB. He said that Bangladesh
was now in a position to fi-

Advani, Joshi
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Their refusal amounted to a
challenge to the government
to arrest them over the de-
struction by Hindu zealots of a

' mosque that became the sym-

bol of the political struggle
between Hindu nationalism

"We are ready to go to jail.”
declared Murli Manohar Joshi,
the main defendants in a trial
of 40 natignalists.

One BJP leader, former Ut-
ter Pradesh Chief Minister
Kalyan Singh, appeared likely
to get his wish after a court in
Lucknow, the state capital, or-
dered his arrest unless he
posted a personal bond for
1,000 rupees (dollars 32).

Singh said he would not put
up the bond and the BJP called
a strike for Wednesday in Uttar

Pradesh in protest against the
arrest order.

Those in court also in-
cluded Lal Krishna Advani, the
BJP president. All are accused
of conspiring to raze the Babri
Mosque on December 6 last

year.
Advani, appearing before
magistrate Vijay Verma,

laughed off a suggestion that
he could be ireed on bail if he
sought one.

"What should have been a
political debate between ide-
ologies has been turned into a
criminal trial,” he told Verma
in a crowded but heavily
guarded court room as sup-
porters chanted slogans out-
side.

» Verma said Advani anid most
other BJP leaders, originally
arrested on December 8 last
year, did not need to post
bonds because they were freed

unconditionally in January and -

that decision stood.

Advani, however, asked the
court to treat all the defen-
dants in the same way as
Singh. Verma was due to rule
on Advani's request later today.

Hindu nationalist leaders
say jailing people like Advani

| and Joshi would boosl a cause

that suffered a serious setback
in five regional elections just
ended. -

nance its imports and needed
project financing aid from the
IDB or such other institutions.
Project financing assistance

makes a significant impression
upon the people of the recipi-
ent countries. he added.

The Finance Minister
lauded the role of the IDB teo
build the Islamic Ummah.

The IDB president ex-
pressed his keen interest to
assist in the Greater Faridpur
Rural Electrification Project
and the Greater Sylhet Feeder
Road Construction Project.

Meanwhile the visiting
president of the Islamic
Development Bank (IDB), Dr
Ahmed Mohamed Ali, called on
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her office here
yesterday.

They discussed different
aspects of the ICTVTR, an organ
of OIC. Begum Zia told the IDB
President that the institution
was functioning excellently, but
it had some financial con-
straints. She sought increased
cooperation from Dr All in pro-
viding financial assistance to
the ICTVTR.

Population
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employment had risen recently
but still remained as low as 5
per cent.

“In ‘51, the average age of
marriage for a Bangladeshi girl
was 14.4, by 1981 it had risen
to an average of 16.6. Now the
average is estimated at 18.1

stressed on the
m:m:l for accelerating the family
planning measures through en-
suring education for women,
l'ﬂi!t[]g the w ﬁ mlllup‘ re-
ducing infant and maternal
mortality, improving employ-
ment opportunity for women
and providing sex education.

Telecom sector
From Page | Col 4
service in the rural areas was
first permitted in 1989 when
three licences were issued to
private operators. One of.the li-
censees, Bangladesh Telecom
(Private) Limited (BTL) never
commenced operation and has
surrendered its licence. BTL,
which bought into Hutchinson
Telecom of Hong Kong was also

" given a licence to provide cellu-

lar, radiopaging and riverine
radio services in March 1990.
Another licensee, the Bangla-
desh Rural Telecom Authority
(BRTA) ran into a dispute with
BTTB over its licence covering
203 thanas. The licence agree-
ment was responded by the
government in 1990. A revised
agreement was issued recently.
The experiments in liberali-

- sation of the telecommunication

sector is yet to bring a notice-
able private sector presence in
the sector. Analysts believe that
unless government spells

out its medium and long term

intentions about the telecom-
munications sector clearly, in-
vestors will not be attracted to

it
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