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they sometimes clash is a manifestation of over-
their muscle. In the process, however,

hold of musclemanry
get tightened. This is the worst
, thanks to a

n to a society

a concerted and effective programme to d
the most harrowing social menace. Today the
impression is clear that the law enforcers
are as helpless as anyone else in the face of the
eat or are unwilling
in the mastans' brutality.

administration just made the terrorism and viola-
priority issue, it surely would have
come out of the test quite creditably.

The government owes to-the nation an expla-
nation as to why the situation is get
it made a serious effort and failed, people could

The simmering power struggle within the
Bhutto family has now come out into the open.
Nusrat Bhutto, second wife of the People's Party
founder, Zulfiqur Ali Bhutto, and mﬂtﬁ
elected Prime Minister, Benazir Bhutto,
has declared that she will defy

rty’'s central executive committee, removing

er from the co-chairmanship
defiance is understandable, but much more so is

Benazir herself was abroad, Nusrat kept the

fa flag flying by keeping the party alive and
together. -

ut those days are long past, and Benazir has
become her own person. She does not need

ore. There is no question, that -

Benazir is the leader of PPP — its main organiser,

out it all Benazir's role became pivo
and she emerged as the pre-eminent politi
leader of Pakistan. In such a situation, political
differences were bound to develo
two strong-willed and powerfu

as both were heirs to the dynastic mantle.
perhaps, her maternal instinct to see her
son re-established in Pakistan, or her design
p Benazir's wings a little bit, that made her
back Murtaza Bhutto's bid to return to Pakistan
(from a 14-year self-exile in Syria) and enter pol-
itics in a big way, including takin

between the two successive

on our society

to intervene
Sometimes their

sign that the government has
lost control of the situation. Mastans are only
the administrative vacuum. Whatever big
evements may be to a government's credit, if

rovide the security Elc_: the lives' and
its citizens, it loses the right to gov-
ond comprehension why the
anti-social elements are not punished when they
the administration and helping
. For an autocratic ruler like.

Ershad, terrorism and deterioration of law and

worse. If

try. It will be hard

er of the
a decision of the

of the party. Her

between these
women, espe-

over his fa-

‘which is made up of the con-
cepts, theoretical frameworks,

is the denial of all

"system” promotes the look of
indifference towards poverty,
not that of coneern. Over a bil-
lion people around the world
are deprived of their human
dignity, and the world is de-
prived of their creativity, inge-
nuity and productivity — this
should be enough cause for
concern for anybody.

Each human being is en-
dowed with unlimited poten-
tials. But the existing "system”
mllows us to unleash only a

suffering the miseries and the

4ndignities because they never

get a chance to use their ca-
pabilities to change their lives.
This happens because those
who design the system and run

offer them are pity and hand-
outs.

World Bank's Mission

The World Bank was not
created to end hunger in the
world. It was created to help de-
velopment. To the World Bank
development means growth.
Single-mindedly it pursues
growth to the best of its ability
until it is distracted by other is-
sues like hunger, women,

basic goal. It adopts the
rhetorics of all these issues
pretty easily and quickly, but it
cannot translate those rhetorics
into action that easily.
Conservatism at its core makes

Firstly, the World Bank does
not have any compulsion gen-

OREIGN investors and
international creditors
may be rushing toward

their homeland.

. Some 70,000 Vietnamese
asylum seekers are still living in
camps in Hong Kong Indonesia,
Malaysia, the Philippines and
Thailand. And while they are
aware of the changes taking
place in Vietnam and its new
reputation as Asia's next eco-
nomic wonder, the refugges are

| unconvinced that home is the

Van Nhat, "but political free-

doms are still restricted.” '
Nhat, who sailed across the

South China Sea in a flignsy

junk in 1989 to land in this

Philippine island, is one of
3,700 "boat people” living in a
camp here. He says Vietnamese

| fought alongside U S troops

against the North Vietnamese
and a Tew Buddhist monks have
threatened self-immolation if
they are forced to return home.
* But.the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR) says reports of perse-
cution of returnees are un-
founded. UNHCR Manila oflice
chief Merida O'Donell adds that
not one of the 45,000 Viet-
namese who have gone back

‘people to go

In order for the World Bank

be resolved in favour of poverty

to design a theoretical frame-
work, putting the poverty allevi-

of poverty each year, in each
country, and setting a date for
freeing the world from the
verty once for all. We shall
ave to design methodologies
and work habits which are pro-
poor, and hire people who have
the ability and commitment to
do the job with all the serfous-
ness it deserves.

Until this restructuring is
done, to achieve its poverty al-
leviatioh goal, the World Bank
may immediately create a win-

this purpose. Poverty alleviation
should not be mixed up with
usual World Bank I:rugcu The
new window should formulate
its own business practices,
rather than follow the existing

window will be that it will not
claim to have all the answers. [t

“will have the humility to learn,

experiment, and continually
scek beller answers.

It is very important that we
change the World Bank to cre-
ate a poverty-free world. The
World Bank is the flagship of all
the development banks in the
world. All regional development
banks, specialised development

World Bank. Even non-bank
development institutions follow
the World Bank without ever
raising any question. Its influ-
cnce is global and total. Unless
we change the course of this

All these changes can come
only if we find poverty totally

lack skill, or they lack initiative,
or entrepreneurial quality; they

$100 on average. Repayment

Baudouin prize working with Grameen Bank assistance.

ness, or they lack ambition; or
they have bad habits (drinking,
drugs etc). Working on this
conceptualisation we produce

Dbviously, we don't make much
headway through these efforts.

Iin Bangladesh we run a
bank for the poor. We think of
the poor differently. We think
they are as capable and as en-
lerprising as anybody else in
the world, Circumstances have
just pushed them to the bottom
of the heap. They work harder
than anybody else. They have
more skills than they get a

no time. We offered tiny loans to

the poorest people in one village
in 1976. People showed how
good they were in using the
money to earn income and

the loans back. But that's not

ables. Encouraged by the re-
sults we expanded our work to

per cent. Besides income gener-
ating loans we also give housing
loans. A typical housing loan is
of 8 300. We have given more

Grameen tell us that the bor-
rowers have improved their in-
come, widened their asset base,
moved steadily towards crossing
the poverty line and towards a
life of dignity and honour,

Studies also tell us that nutri-
tion level in Grameen families is
better than non-Grameen fami-
lies, child mortality is lower in
Grameen families than in non-
Grameen families, adoption of

All studies confirm the visible
empowerment of women.

All these only add up to say
that If we had changed our
banking system the poor would

would make the poverty feduc-
tion much faster.

repeat the following advice

instalment. Please don't put’

friend your first response
should be — Oh my God, she is
in trouble, we must go and help
her out.” We advise them: "First
find out the story behind the
non-repayment. From our ex-
perience we can tell you that
most often there is a very sad
story behind each case of non-
repayment. When you get the
full story you'll find out how
stupid it would have been o
twist her arm to get the money,
She can't pay the instalment
because her husband ran away

to go and find her husband and
bring him back, hopefully, with
the money.

"It may also happen that
your friend could not pay the
instalments because the cow

side, give her consolation and
courage at this disaster. She is
totally shaken by the shock of
the event. You should cheer her
up and prepare her to pull her-
selfl together. Ask Grameen to
give her another loan, and
reschedule and covert the pre-
vious loan into a long-term
loan.”

Grameen reminds its stafl
that no borrower should, at any

the business of reducing misery
of people, not increasing it. If
we are not capable of doing
that, we should close down our
shop and find something else

for a living.

Stories that we hear about
the enormous debt burden ac-

Slow Boat to Vietnam

true that the mood...is not to go
back. We are all possi-
ble efforts to counsel them and
to tell them that they don't have
any option but to go back to
Vietnam and to go as soon as
possible”. -

About 1.5 million Viet-
namese fled the country after
the defeat of the U S-backed
South Vietnamese ment

bouring countries braving seas
infested with pirates, sharks
and fyphoons.

The 20-year-long exodus
may at last be tapering off. The
UNIICR report that in the whole
of 1993, only 52 Vietnamese
refugees left — most of them

not easy to convince the boat
back. "Because if
they go back, they will lose face.
Their relatives in Vietnam
wanted them to leave so they
could be a sort of stepping
stone for resecttlement else-
where,"” says Gutnick. :

From 1979 to 1990, an aver-
age of about 3,600 boat people
left Vietnam each year and
ended up in the Philippines.
The majority who arrived in
"first asylum countries’ like the

too

return home even though money to look af-
ter them is running out. Isagani de Castro
reports for Inter Press Service, from Puerto

Princesa, Philippines

1989 were automatically given
refugee status. Most of them

have since been resettled in
North America and Europe.

still hope they can be resettied
in Australia, North America and
Europe. :

The Philippines wanted to
close the Palawan camp at the
end of this year, but has moved
the closing date to sometime in
1994. Other first asylum coun-

In Hong Kong, authorities
are getting ready to close
refugee centres, which have ac-
commodated at least 200,000
boat people in the past two
decades. Many have since found
homes elsewhere and some
31,500 people have returned to
Vietnam since 1989 — some of
them sent back forcibly.
Indonesia is leading the way
in repatriating the boat people,
having recently entered into a

and UNHCR to return Viet- -

namese who refuse to go home

"in an orderly. faghion without
the use of force”. Malaysia may

camp in the Philippines, for in-
stance, only 430 people have
left since 1989 of.their own ac-
cord.

Some social workers note
though that the number has
risen steadily through the
years, from only 15 returnees in

hasten the pace by offering US
$360 in cash allowance per re-
turnee if they registered for vol-
untary repatriation by Novem-
ber 1, 1993, The amount was
cul to US 8240 per returnee af-
ter this date.

Returnees will also receive

US 830 monthly in assistance
from the UNHCR for a year.
There is also a European Com-
munity (EC)-funded credit pro-
gramme for them that will end

ten is not enough to persuade
to make the trip heme. In Hong
Kong, some returnees are even
known to have fled Vietnam

again to qualify onee more for
repalriation assistance.

The golden sand beaches,
azure seas and coral islands ofl
the Palawan camp make it
probably one of the most scenic

style quarters in Hong Kong.

Vietnamese on Palawan go in

“and out of camp quite freely

and run small shops and
restaurants. Aside from the
food, shelter and transport they
get from the UNHCR, refugees

shop for custom-made rings.
bracelets and other trinkets.
Ilis Vu Goldsmith Design at-
tracts both Vietnamese and
Filipino buyers and earns him
about 5,000 pesos (US $170)

- monthly. Refugee workers point

oul that in contrast, the
monthly wage in Vietnam in
about US 830,

The Palawan camp also re-
ceives

monthly from overseas Viet-

about US 850,000
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Grameen had good business
ideas also, do you think
Grameen would have given the
money to you? It would have
used the money itself, and
miike more money.”

But it is quite different with

the World Bank. They give you

money. They give you all the
ideas, expertise, and

% rives against the anti-social | -small of it. The poor never dow (like IDA} with exclusive _
a few i mundlngmm :dnt haﬁagaﬂed to put in place get acp-rth.m to ﬂphupfmu po-  mandate which will be | with the money. As a good e¢isc Your job is to follow the
gangs. S gove P tentials at all, The poor keepon by exclusive people hired for A success story: Manjira paved her way to the coveted King friend your responsibility will be  ycllow lines, the green lines, the

red lines: read the instructions
at each stop, and follow them.
The World Bank is eager to as-
sume all the responsfbilities.
They don’'t want to leave out
any responsibility for the bor-

Se care rocedures which are not con. Pregrammes and projects to.  than 220,000 housing loans s0 which she bought with the loan  rower, except for the faflure of
mhcity with those elements cannot even be :L‘:;ﬁmd‘?ﬁ:ﬂ:’ h]tr tﬁw suctvc to poverty alleviation ef- inake the poor ready to think far with perfect repayment money died. As good friends you  the project.
: £ foris. “The hallimark of this like us and act like us. record. Studies done on should promptly stand by her The World Bank

the borrower through a string of
powerful missions. The mis-
sions are so plentiful at no
point you are too far away from
the next World Bank mission.
Despite all those arrogance of
expertise, supervision and
money, the projects don't al-
ways work out. It is not fair to
blame the berrower for faflure of

projects and make the poor
sufler for it.

order situation may be paying for the time being, | j..ih S metn Gt Hear Tt b Fas
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measure of its greatest failure. If the Begum Zia | erations without giving up its  banks follow the lead of the themselves out of the heap in 2 0 -0 families. the Grameen group. We are In the Side of the Poor

Banking can be done in a
humane way, in a pro-poor way.
We must make serious eflorts to
find 1t and put it into work. The
World Bank is the most power-
ful financial institution in the

it difficult. flagship we cannot change the  how conventional bankers look have had a chance to change world. To eliminate poverty from
IDe cunsql_atiﬂn, But the govern, : s Two things may have con- course of the ships charting at the poor. To them the poor their life. If we can change our. ROOl‘Suﬂﬂ' Bec"!lqof “the .Uﬂﬁgﬁr ﬂ'ﬁ'f
v say if it is unable to tackle the | . g,u1cd 1o this conservatism, Behind it. : belong to the class of untouch- ‘development banks = this Debt-barden must lea ng the fu

force of this institution behind
this eflort.

the camp. Pham Van Nhat, for
instance, gets about US $50 to
US 8100 monthly from his
brothers and sisters in the

unrest. Vietnam, but the boat people
' who fled the country years ago  to such action. ; : : But while money will be a  United States and Canada.
Nusrat's Exit are in no mood to return to But, O'Donnell admits, "It's Vietnamese boat pﬂﬂplﬂ are in no hurry to big help for the returnees, it of- Gutnick says other camps in

Asia are stricter.-when it comes
to allowing refugees to set up
business since they often deter
people from leaving. |

A regional meeting of the
Steering Committee of the
Comprehensive Plan of Action
for Indochinese asylum seckers
will be held early 1994 in .
Geneva to determine what to

do with the remaining refugees.

Benazir's decision to kick her out. Nusrat | best place to be. and reunification of the country of those who came af-  follow the Indonesian formula. ':"““li'* tor tT ictnamese: boat Countries hosting asylum
had outlived her utility. During the initial days. "Yes, the Vietnamese econ-  In 1975, ﬁ:&mtﬂ“ﬂﬂd away in  ter had their refugee status The rate of voluntary repa- g m.f;‘.;‘;;‘:ﬁ,“;“ﬂ; seckers have the option of
after the senior Bhutto was hanged and when | omy has improved,” says Pham  overc ats to neigh- applications rejected, but most i 40 4o slow. For the asylum  than the concentration camp- forced repatriation, but Gutnick

says a gradual phase-out of the
camps is a better alternative,
O'Donnell says she foresees
financial difficulties for the
1994 action plan because the
priorities of the international
community are in other problem
ares like Somalia and ex-

and the central driving force. It was she who re- | boat people like him fear being * landed in Hong Kong. _ tries have rejected local inte- here earn quite a bit on the lavia

built the organisation and steered it to victory on g:l}:uhed by Hanof if they go hfaliﬂ%iﬂﬂlpzwmkﬂdd offipe graﬂ::;; DL tl:-:i boat people and ;? Bfﬁ;ill!:g;ml AR side. 1 - ?u?in't forget that this prob-

two occasions within the last thr . S ' annis Gutnic s it is want to shut down their camps, ' ; | . tional "
MM ¢ SR Some war veterans who b - The UNHCR had tried to Phung Hoang Yu now has a fese ot (e Whe s

tance to Indochinese boat

ple have existed for 18 years.,”
she says. "So to get funds for
the project is getting more and
more difficult.™

This is also the concern of
many boat people, who fear the
UNHCR will soon let them to
fend for themselves. ,

O'Donnell adds: "We still
have a way to go. We need
to make asylum seekers

ther's mantle, which Benazir had long claimed,
and has been givep by the party, as hers.
Murtaza's return is highly cqntroversial because of _ S shmee = e =2 —

his association with a terrorist group called Al- | PR G
Zulfiqur which had, at one stage, hijacked a '
Pakistani plane. This was during Ziaul Huq's days,
when Benazir returned home and, took up the
civil and democratic challenge against the mili-
tary dictator, Murtaza took up the more contro-
versial route of armed vinfence against the
regime. | | :

t is of interest is the "why now" question
relating to Murtaza's return. Ziaul Huq has been |
dead many years now. But Murtaza never-ex:

ressed the wish -to return till the last election.

hm_r:pqrtcd being subjected  Philippines before March 21, tripartite agreement with Hanoi  in 1994, namese who have relatives in

What about the rest of our November.

parliamentarians. Do they We would like to see this
know "the role of parlia- . sort of commentary in times of
mentarians in a developing political crisis. While the
country", "local government leader of the Opposition was
and regional planning.” re- on the verge of show-down and
conciling differences within a the fate of the parliament was
democratic framework, and at stake, your suggestion to
"local government and local both the leaders seemed to me
level planning” ? Their actions only soluble to break the im-

she (the PM) has said literally
every sort of negative thing
about the Opposition as there
could be.’

| Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
I?with_ double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
' Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

English

Sir, The importance of
English language as a medium
of education, office and busi-
ness communication has now
been positively evaluated by all
quarters in Bangladesh. In my
opinion, higher educational

‘However, your following
commernits seemed to me as
quotable quote 'Resignation or
its threat is an acceptable and
traditional democratic weapon.
But it is an exceptional weapon

nazir's split with her mother became open and
bitter when Nusrat openly

backed Murtaza's can-

Better late than never

Sir, There is simply no

matter as long as the job gets
done? Predictability enough
the ‘rejoinderer’ fronr the

so far only justify my proposal
that -all ‘our esteemed

parliamentarians take part and

passe.

But you seemed to me a bit

and — like everything excep-
tional — should be used with
extreme caution and only, |

institutions from colleges to
universities should re-intro-
duce English as the medium of

didature in several provincial seats against PPP room’ to brook second tho- Awami League does not even lcarn from such conferenve;  pastisan towarda thesieader.of repeat, only, when all other  Instruction. This will help the
candidates, thereby creating a tremendous con- | Ughts that your commentary ' now deem it necessary to ac- 1 1€y need to. E::rfff z:ft'f;ﬁ““fh?";,ﬁ}ﬁ': ways of reaching an acceptable  students learn colloquial and
fusion in the minds of rural voters. Given Nusrat's | 204 IU's perfect iming deserve  cept the emptiness of his vari- (The last paragraph of this ' ; (as against ideal) solution |s ab-  practical usage of English. The
commendations from the Minister; ‘who: never finds. any- '
role du the election and the fact that Benazir | [ tion because it did not L accusations directed to- letter was published on  ihins good in the Opposition’. Nt "PPB““““““ m;h' Pl:'ud
has, on 1, delivered victory to h only  wards you and your commen- Monday under the heading ‘A ' Albeit you have jotted down to Bangla, s so be in-
, once again, € ctory to her party bring out an imperfect rejoin-  tary. None is ever expected. reader appeals”) Onothe ronbrary the leader.of gy befitting commentary still  creased in our daily communi-
was o natural that the party high command | der which again resulted in’ : | ‘ the Opposition is not only crit- 0 "0 [ 5 ic | cations
would side with her, and not Nusrat. Nusrat was | many articles agreeing with Now going on to other Syed Tasleem Hussain ical of the leader of the House, /00 = o |
wrong to back Murtaza's return at a crucial time - | what you had written with the ™Maters, I was particularly en-  Uttara, Dhaka tather she goes for personally oo el this sort of M Zahidul Haque
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wrong now in trying to defy a decision made by
hierarchy. Benazir cannot accept any
dilution of her authority.

‘They' are not going to
agree to this but what does it

mentarians are expected to
attend from 25 countries
including 25 from Bangladesh'.
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Sir, Thank you for your bold
and timely ‘commentary’ pub-
lished in your paper of 27

ber 29),
Again you have said 'Over
the past nearly three years,

Fariduddin Ahmed
Advocate
Supreme Court of Bangladesh




