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J S : Labour problems

From Page 1 Col 7

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers, o thé ministers
such labour unrest right at the
moment in the country,
*Although vested ]
ips in the sector were out to
the situation.”

Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan

Bhuiyan, reading from' the

wm the in-
muﬂﬂnlgunthﬂ
even the owmners of the indus-

trial units had no complain

The Labour Mimister said the

main problem is not the unrest
in the labour sector but to make

the industries viable. He denied

the opposition allegation that
workers are being sacked in the
name of Golden Handshake
m without paying

th-en.'ld

started giving
) under the new

Question hour
dropped from

JS session

By Staff Correspondent

Dropping of the question
hour from the day's business
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ete,” he said. '

LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Abdus Salam
Tahukder said the November 19
advisory committee meeting
decided that the on-going ses-
sion would continue until
December 2 and accordingly the
questions were distributed for

dropping the question
Mun Chief Whip
Nasim urged the
chair to convene a of
the advisory committee within a
day or two for on-the
duration of the current session.
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interest

printing and riverine
transport sectors is now on the
final stage of adoption.

Bhuiyan said

opposition's
tions. The

minister ' also observed . that

there was no problem In

sation scheme was going on

without an tematic
Tofael med (AL). k.ing
part in the debate, criticised the
government for not implement-
ing agreement signed four times
between workers and govern-
He said a national concen-
sus is required to steer the
out of the crisis created

Rashed Khan Menon said
the government has closed
down some 4 000 industrial
workers on the advice of the
World Bank and IMF.

He warned that the workers,
for their own survival. might
embark on a movement.

others who partict-
pated in the discussion in-
cluded, Jute “ Minister Brig

{(Retd) Hannan Shah, Deputy

Opposition Mohammad Nasim,

The Jila Parishad Bill was on
the order of the day, but dis-
cussion on the issue could not
be held due to constraint of
time.

wmmm
adjourned the House at 9:45

Pm to resume again at 4 this
afternoon. :

FBCCI team
. leaves for
Kuala Lumpur

An eight-member delegation,
led by President of the Federa-

tion of Bangladesh Chambers of

Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Mahbubur Rahman.
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The will partici-
pate in the 22nd Executive
Committee and 11th General
Assembly meetings of the Is-
lamic Chamber of Commerce,
Industry and Co Ex-
change (ICCI&CE). scheduled to
begin in Kuala Lumpur from
Du:unh:rﬁtn'?
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yesterday.

India won't starve
Bangladesh of
water: Dinesh

Indian External Affairs Min-
ister Dinesh left here
tuduyi:rhn::?ﬂzl s
the 13th session of the SAARC
Counecil of Ministers, reports
“The pentool
' meeting went off
guud——thercmmcﬂn::l?
versy— there was general ap-
preciation for economic cooper-
ation,” he told newsmen' before
departure at the airport.

Singh lauded the outcome of
the meeting and praised
Minister A S M Mostafizur

- Rahman for efficient conduct of

the meeting. |
Asked about his meeting
with the Bangladesh Foreign
Minister yesterday morning, the
Indian” Minister said he was
very happy with the meeting
and described the bilateral ties
as "excellent”.

‘About the "Farakka issue”,
Singh said Indian Prime Minis-
ter P'V Narasimha Rao had said
that India would not starve

of water. "We will
make every effort for solution of
the problem.” he said.

The Indian Minister stressed
the need for a greater economic

cooperation in the region and
said the SAPTA would be the

beﬁnﬂnghﬂm&dkucﬁm

To bow or not

Fm page 1 Col'd .
after his treasury bench col-

league Ataur Rahman Khan

mpummmm

While .uhjeclilng, Barrister
Huda  asked the Deputy

Speaker Humayun Khan Panni

| | how a person, having no hands,

would show his respect to the
chair if he or she was elected to
‘Parliament. |
Following the objection; the
Deputy asked if there
were at Jeast 15 members to
the move. The move
was, however, rejected by the
chair as only 13 members, nine
from the ‘Jamaat-e-Islami, and

| four others; two each from the

ruling BNP and the Jatiya Party
seconded the motion.

Chief Whip of the Opposition

Mohammad Nasim. rising on a

point of order, told the House
that objection to the treasury
bencher's move by an
‘influential’ minister reflected
indi in the ruling party.

He also drew the Deputy

Speaker’'s attention to Article 70
of the Constitution that barred

mMmemnnungmmathh.

or her party decision.

Res
'ster Abdus Salam Talukder took
the floor and said that the BNP
Parl Party meeting
discusses only the important
issues. He also denied having
any indiscipline in his party.
Supporting his cabinet
co e's o tion to the
move, Salam Talukder told the
House that the convention of
. In-our country too, he added,
the Members of Parliament, ir-
respective of religion, had been

"'mngmmcttntmmm

!

§i -| of discipline in his party was
- ‘| their own affair and others had

this manner since long.
_Deputy Leader of the
tion Abdus Samad Azad
also clarified and repeated
Nasim's contention.

Salam Talukder reacted to
Samad Azad saying the matter

nothing to do with it.

AL prepares bill
From Page 1 Col 4
Parliament Secretariat for

moving it in the next session.

- However, the planned bill
would be discussed at the AL
Central Working Commitiee
meeting for approval prior to its
submission.

The bill is likely to take a fi-
nal shape at the end of this
month.

“The AL has decided to con-
sult with other parties in
Parliament that were demand-
ing election under a care-taker
government, such as Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami.
Suu:cet;“ sald AL would also
seek ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party's
get the Constitution.

— Star ph:ltn

SAARC FMs review

From Page | Col 4

the greatest attention to eco-
nomic t and eco-
nomic | hltherqhn
_ Mostafiz said the }3th meet
of the Foreign Ministers covered
all the 13 points in the agenda.

The Bangladesh Foreign
Minister stated that the mem-
bers 'have decided to be serious
about SAPTA." Responding to a
question. he said the next meet-
ing of the Inter-Governmental
Group on trade liberalisation
would be held in Islamabad in
he first quarter of the next

year.

Asked if Pakistan has any
reservation about SAPTA, he
replied, "'Why should it have
since the next meeting is being
held in Islamabad. He reminded
newsmen that it had already
been agreed earlier that SAPTA
would be implemented by 1995
"SAPTA is moving. i is only a
question of tirm: he empha-
sized.

Mostafiz said, the schedule
of the Indian Prime Minister's
visit to in January
still is on and that outstanding
bilateral issues including water
sharing would be discussed at
the highest level.

He said the Foreign Minis-
ters of the reglon had bilateral
discussions during their stay

but he was not in'a position to
reveal them to newsmen.. .
Discussions on ways of com-
bat terrorism and drug abuse
were also were held at length,
he said.
Mostaflz said that during his
recent visit to Brussels, he had
discussions with EC officials on
establishing links between the

two organisations.

Mostallz also' informed the
newsmen that discussions took
place with Pakistan's Foreign
Minister over the repatriation
and the division of the assets
and expressed the hope that the
issuyes would be solved soon.
It's a new government and we
must give them some breathing
time too.”

On the Chakma issue, he
said,

“which 'we are trying to adhere
to." ’

Rahman sald the Foreign
Ministers’ meeting had unani-
mously appointed Yadav Kant
Silwal,. Foreign Secretary of
Nepal as the Secretary General
of SAARC for the next two-year
term January. He will
succeed |brahim Zaki of the
Maldives. who completes his
tenure at the end of December
and is.expected to be a minister
of his own country.
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Fall of Ershad regime

From Page 1 Col 6
along with his wife Roushan
Ershad and 17 others co-ac:
cused. The charge was that he
had abused his official powers
and directed RAJUK chairman
in writing to hand over a plot at
Kawranbazar to 13 co-appli-
cants. Three of them later
handed over their shares of plot
to the former first lady Roushan
Ershad illegally.

Official sources said, he
earmed Tk 77 lakh throughout
his life from the known source’
of income. Roushan is con-
victed in one case only and is
Ershad appealed to the High
.against all the three
convictions. None of the appeals
has yet been enlisted for hear-
ing, court sources said. His
lawyers have submitted another
petition in the High Court chal-
lenging his n-ulitar]r confine--
ment.

T‘Imh‘mer?quicntlubﬁng'
detained inlupeclnllyrmu
vated room in the central jail. A
father who shot and killed his

{ son in Uttara is now his room-
mate.

hteiﬂimdmmﬂ'nhubeul

installed at his room to moiitor’
his  movement. His lawyers

termed it and a vio-

lation of human rights but the .| B¢

government officials said it has
been installed to look after -his
health. The camera was in-

stalled after the press reported
that Ershad sent letters to his

party colleagues through special
emissaries. ;

Attorney UGeneral office

‘sources said that Ershad is in

good health. He is being allowed
free hand exercise and given'
meals of his choice. But his
lawyers said he was sick and
his health had deteriorated.

His lawyers have been boy-
cotting the court protesting that
they were not permitted exclu-
sive interview with their client.
Former Vice-President Barrister
Moudud Ahmed is moving the
cases.

Besides the deposed presi-
dent, some 31 cases have been
lodged against his former aides
and 'cabinet colleagues. The
cases have been s by the
High Court after the accused
filed revision petition with the
court. -

F‘rnrn Pme 1 Cnl B
Avenue. . Party chairperson
Shetkh Hasina will address the
rally where she is expected fo
announce the outlines of a care-
taker government.

Central party l:adara will

“also address the rally.

TI.'leJamut-eJﬂan:ﬂBangla
desh will hold a rally near the

Baitul Mukarram Mosque. The

Five-Party Alliance, the Ganata-
ntri -P , the CPB, the Gana
Forum and other smaller
&;ﬂfﬁb‘l will also nhm the
y
The Jati;.ra Party will however
observe the day as 'Democracy

. Protection Day’.

A discussion wﬂl be held at

the Gulshan residence of acting
" JP ‘chief Mizardur Rahman

Chowdhury on the occasion.
In ‘a message on the day
President Abdur Rahman

Biswas has called for greater

unity to consolidate democracy.

He 'said, a representative
government has been estab:
lished in the country through'a
free and fair election. The pre-
sent government would march
forward to attain self-reliance
by alleviating poverty, he added.

President Biswas said the
nation would remember the
heroic sacrifices of the

Prime

people irrespective of party affil-

. lations te work together to build

the country by ntrmgthmlng
democtacy.

In a message she said "the
country .is
and individual. Lét this be our
commitment on the democracy

| ﬂecum-zu said the main
objective of the nine-year-long

Minister Begum_
Khaleda Zia called upon the

bigger than.a party

Daytoday

struggle against autocracy was
to establish real demorracy and
improve the overall economic
condition of the people.

__The Prime Minister said with
this aim in view her government

‘had been implementing various

economic reforms and

steps to activate the democratic
institutions to firmly establish
democracy in the country.

° _Begum Zia also pald rich
tributes to the yrs who laid
down their lives in the struggle

for establishing democracy: She

said the nation would réemem-
ber their sacrifice with gratitude
for 'years to come. She prayed
for the peace nf the departed

souls.
In a massage on the oceca-

sion of Democracy Day today
Awami League president Sheikh
Hasina said the government be-
trayed with the people by not
fulfilling its promises in the last
After assuming power, BNP
had also ignored the Joint Dec-

laration of the three alliances |.
that paved the way for the exit |

of autocratic Ershad and initiat-
ing the process of democracy

Haslnaalsﬁthc_l.:adcrafihc- }
Opposition in Parllament said
people have become frustrated

and helpless and started losing
faith on democracy because of
misrule, corruption, nepotism
and terrorism backed by the
party in power., -

The Awami League chief
blamed the government for try-
ing to destroy the spirit of the
Liberation War under an ‘en-

tente with anti-liberation forces.

She: criticised: BNP for not
scrapping infamous Indemnity
Ordinance blocking the trial of
self-confessed killers as well as
rule of law in the society.

there was a time-table

] | 35 MPs demand rapid

- of JIMB project
Thirty five members of Par-
liament in a joint. statement
demanded early im-
plementation of the Jamuna
Muitipurpose Bridge project to
ensure industrialisation of

They said tht Jamuna
Bridge project symbolises the
hopes and aspirations of the
people of the couptry and it
should no more beé the unac-
complished dream’ of the people
of the area.

"The im tion of the
project will not only help the
transportation of commodities
but also. lead to rapid
industrialisations of the under-
developed northern: region - of
the country, with establishment
of all-weather communication
with the whole country.”

The MPs, in their statement.
welcomed the high-powered
Japanese delegation which is
now in Bangladesh to finalise
assistance (o the Jamuna
Bridge project.

The signatory MPs included
Fazlur Rabhman Patal, G M
Siraj, Advocate AYM Khallur
Rahman; Tablbur Rahman
Sarder, Mirza Moraduzzaman;
Abdul Mannan Talukder, Re-
beka Mahmud, Selina Shahid.
Syeda Nargis All, Rah-
man, Hajl . Abdul Majid
Talukder. Abu Bakar, Azizul
Huq and Dr *Habibur Rahman’

Pak FM

‘From Page 1 Col 4
way diminish Islamabad's role
in' SAARC, Ahmed All said,
"Pakistan sees it as mplcnma
tary to one another.”
“ He,; however;, underlined the
importance of ECO to Pakistan.

“To us,; ECO is very important
because of ‘common economic

interests .and added that
can also become a

part of ECO.
ng about the interna-
tional scene, he said, right ‘wing
groups in the Wutern cnuntrh

" Sarder Aseff Al
and negative. He was critical of

“the leadership role of the West
—and said, ‘They lack the stature

to see the vision-of the future. It
is not a healthy world, and it is
likely to get worse, before it :
gets better,’

the Sub-continent
Aseff Ahmed Ali observed that
“we are stuck with the problems
of Kashmir; demarcation of*
maritime boundaries, sharing of

“water and a host of other prob-

lems.' ;

About the newly elected gov-
ernment in Pakistan of which
he is the Foreign Minister from

“the Pakistan Muslim League,
Ahmed Ali stated that the key

element ’'is the deep under-

-standing between the majority

PPP and the major coalition
partner PML.’
"our shamd perception is

of crony ﬂapita]iam during
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif's
rule,' Aseff said and added "we
should not squander our na-
tional assets in the name of de-
nationalisation.' 3
confidence in the

leadership of Benazir Bhutto,
he stated, 'She is now a com-:
pletely :Hﬁ::mtp:mun She has
learnt from her experiences.’

Asked if Prime Minister:Be-
nazir’ Bhutto ‘would - visit

‘Bangladesh, the Pakistan For-

eign Minister stated, 'Banglad-
esh is one of the first countries
she is likely to visit after furma]
invitation is recehn:d

'i

_

| meetin _
i ‘Minister- about the different

| ple of
| their demands and resolving
| their
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The Midnight File
Cyelanecldnsmin'l‘.nﬂm

336 AIDS cases found in India

NEW DELHI, Dec 5: A total of 336 full-blown cases of AIDS

were detected and over 100,000
the AIDS virus in India till June, 1993,

people were found infected by

sium on different aspects of AIDS in Kanpur city of northern
Indian state, Uttar Pradesh today. R K Gupta, Head of the De-

partment of Social and Preventive Medicine of

College, said that two-thirds of the HIV infections were due to
hmmﬂtranmmmm“ﬁmmumw

the year 2000, repm‘tn?ﬂn!mu

most reached food autarky, "We
bou
Emnu:m:m‘l t export-

She called for making the

government's "education pro-

grammes a success. Without.

education, it is impossible
develop the country, Begum Zia

government attached more im-
portance to women's education
and informed that it was con-
sidering providing free educa-
tion for girl students up te class
X Presently girl students can
get free education up to class

*‘W: are filling up the vacant
posts in schools and colleges
thrnugh appointing new teach-
: Begum Zia said.

The local leaders at the
g informed the Prime’

of the area, including
that of a massive erosion of the
rTiver Padma.

Zia assured the peo-
uhajang of fulfilling

. Measures would
.betnkmtnchuckthcm

‘| Toads and bridges will be con-
] ‘structed and educational insti-

- mmunmtumfu-m

‘| ‘that two bridges will be con-
Zitmctnd on the river Sitalak-

:Dfﬂﬂt:ofﬂ:thrﬁdguﬂﬂ start
this month.

Border talks begin
in Sylhet today

'SYLHET; Dec 5: A four-day
border coordination conference
between and India
will

The conference will deal with
the key-note issues such as
tyans-border crimes. their spe-
cific identification and effective
counter measures to put a

Matters related to
law and order situation in bor-
der areas, violation of border

guide-lines; “kidnapping,  killing, :

dacoity, puuhln maintenance
of border pillars and allied mat-.
‘ters will also be discussed. .

Deputy Director General of
the Bangladesh Rifles,

TU Muhammad Iftekharul

Bashar will lead the Bangladesh

‘side.. The other members of the

delegation are the sector com-
‘manders of Rangpur, My-
mensingh,: Sylhet, Comilla,
Khagr

Inspector General of the Border
Security Force of Tripura,
Kachar and Mizoram and Offi-
clating Inspector General of the

—~BSF of Shillong, RS Mehta,
Deputy Inspector General of

Tripura (South), Tripura
(North), Gawhati Sector and
staff officers of headquarters
will also be included.

begin "here 'tomorrow

Begum Zia started her jour-
ney by launch from the Mawa

" Ferry Ghat to see the extent of

erosion: Her launch was
escorted, by more than 50
engine boats and a dozen of
small vessels,

Presided over by
thana unit BNP president
Shawkat Hossain Bepari, the
ﬂnetmg was addressed among

others by Minister
Majid-ul-Huq, Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman.
Minister MK Anwar, State
Minister for LGRD Abdul Hye,
M Hamidullah: Khan MP,
Begum Shamsun Nahar

a Ahasanullah MP and
local leaders Advocate Abdus
Salam Azad, Gazi, Shahidul
Hug, Mujibur Rahman and
leaders of the BNP front organi-

Earlier; Begum Zia ad-
dressed two meetings
at the Ekuria Baily Bridge un- -
der Kéraniganj thana and
Medanimondal under
Louhajang thana on her way to
Louhajang.

Addressing a meeting of
women at Medanimondal,
Begum Zia asked the women to
involve themselves in various

development activities.
Hartal observed

in Chakorna

. From Our Correspondent

COX'S BAZAR, Dec 5: A half-
day hartal protesting the killing
ﬂawmﬂhgmnb-
mpﬂcﬂﬂlﬂytc today. -
‘was killed in a clash between
the activists of Jamaat-e-Islami

Editorial on page 4

and police at Chakoria on Sat-
urday.

Meanwhile, pullm arrested
29 workers of Jamaat and its
student wing Islami-Chhatra
Shibir in connection with the

police have been

_. Additional
@oncd lLC'I:llknrh and Cax's

An all-party meeting at
Chakoria today condemned the
killing and demanded immedi-
atcarmtaﬂdtﬂlldﬂmrt-
sponsible:

IDB President

due tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The President of the Islamic
De nt Bank (IDB) Dr
Ahmad Mohamed All is sched-
uled to arrive in the capital to-
morrow on a visit.
_The IDB President will attend
the General Assembly of the
Islamic Shipowners Assoclation,
due to begin in the city on the
same day. '

Dr Ali Is expected to call on
the Prime Minister, the Finance
Minister, andothumuﬁt
officials.

a loan agreement for financing
the construction of primary
schbﬂlu and madrasahs in the
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