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unfold a different
fixture. A fresh spurt
in book trade may
have given a new
lease of life to the
country's publishing
industry, but that is
not all. .

True, there is a
spronounced prolife-
ration of bookshops
at the vantage
spots of Dhaka.
Books are being pub-
lished to meet the
readers’ mounting
demand. We may see
what type of books
are being delivered
to the reading
youngsters. The sell-
ers find it that the
build of profit made
out of selling books
has little to do with
the sales of text
books or academic
materials, let alone

books of thought-provoking articles. The deal-
ers count on the novels or story books. And our
taste for novels by this fine has gone through a

sweeping change, ceértainly not for the good. In
the same way the teenagers or the young gen-
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terials. Our lacking becomes
starkly manifest in
the matters of chil-
dren publications.
The Indian writers
certainly have a
competitive edge. A
well orchestrated
publication industry
has provision for

T e

42~ "7 patronage for the
* writers there. The

Shishu Academy that
showed enough pro-
mise initially seems
to have gone into a
;  slumber,
i What about the
/ private publishers?
It is a common belief
that they are more
occupied with print-
ing hot selling but
cheap books. More
often than not they

of a shallow outlook
towards life. In fact.
there is little origi-
nality is such mat-
ters. Anyway, our
books sellers do not
hesitate to shower
praises on the read-
ing public. One
shop-keepers talked
. braggingly: "My read-
ers always look for
grand items. Even

Stephen Hawking, who poses a daunting chal-
lenge to the readers' intelligence, is in

demand. You write on thoughtful and life-
matters and see how your endeavour

great

is appreciated.” But he also added a note of cau-

bear the properties .

President Abdur Rahman Biswas giving away prize to Kamrun Nahar, a winner of poster
competition organised by the Bangladesh Dristihin Foundation at BARC auditorium in the city
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Disabled Day
observed

International Day for the
Disabled was observed in the
country as elsewhere in the
world in a befitting manner, re-
ports UNB.

Marking the day Bangladesh
Protibandhi Foundation organ-
ised a rally and sports meet of
the retarded children in the
capital yesterday.

State Minister for Youth and
Sports Sadek Hossain attended
the function as chief guest and
distributed prizes among the
participants.

Speaking on the occasion,
the State Minister called upon
the conscious section of the so-
ciety to help the retarded chil-

dren grow with equal dignity-

and live a normal life enjoying

- equal rights.

Students of Kalyani, a dis-
abled children's training school
run by the Foundation took
part in the function.

— Star photo

Involve disabled 1n
dev process : Biswas

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday said the dis-
abled people should be given
due to recognition to involve

them in the country's develop-
ment process UNB.

“The disabled must be
recognised as part of society to
implement the declaration of
equal rights for ensuring their
welfare,” the President said
while inaugurating a day-long
workshop on "Equal Rights of
the Disabled and their Status”
at the Bangladesh Agricultural
Research Council (BARC) in the
moming.

Nobody
rights, but it is the
deprived him of his

is born without
that
rights lead-

ing to a miserable life, he ob-

served.
Bangladesh Drishtihin Foun-
dation (BDF) organised the

modern world is heading to-
wards new technologies.

Lauding the role of the BDF,
Biswas said the organisation
has been carrying out educa-
tion, and seif-help pro-
jects in different districts for
blinds.

Listing government efforts
for the welfare of the disabled,
the President sald some prag-
matic steps had been under-
taken in the Fifth Five Year Plan
including. Involvement of dis-
abled in development pro-
grammes, rehabilitation of adult
disabled through community-
base training and cou

Dwelling on the present gov-
ernment steps, Biswas said the
Social Welfare Ministry had
given priority on their educa-
tion, training and rehabilitation

Zaki makes
farewell call
on Khaleda

SAARC Secretary General
Tbrahtm Hussain Zaki made a
farewell call on Prime Minister

Khaleda Zia at her
Sugandha office yesterday

nation forum.

She stressed the need for
successful implementation of
the programmes of the SAARC
to ameliorate the condition of
the people of the region and
expressed Bangladesh's com-
mitment to the SAARC charter.

The Prime Minister also em-

phasised the need for develop-
ing touriam in this region

through cooperation within the
framework of the SAARC.

The SAARC Secretary Gen-
eral praised the role of the cur-
rent Chairperson and called
upon the member countries to
help implement the pro-

grammes of the regional body.
No alternative
to democratic
system: Abbas

Mayor of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration (DCC) Mirza Abbas MP

yesterday said there was no al-
ternative to democratic system

for the economic development of
the country, reports BSS.

Mirza Abbas called upon all
to cooperate with the BNP in
making the democracy meaf-
ingful,

He was laying the foundation
stone of a four-storied building
of a primary school at Kamala-
pur here,

The Mayor said the present
government was determined to
fulfil the basic demands of the

peopie.

Commemorative

stamp on Bangla
Academy's founding

anniversary

Bangladesh Postal Depart-
ment yesterday issued a com-
memorative stamp of Taka two
and a first day cover on the oc-
casion of the 38th an-
niversary of Bangla Academy.
reports BSS.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia formally released
the stamp and the first day
cover at a ceremony held
at her Sugandha office at night.

e
IN MEMORIAM

WHO PLUCKED
T'HIS FLOWER?
THE MASTER

Joshua Aaron Hawkins 4th
Death Anniversary. In ever
loving memory of our

darling grandson who went
to his eternal home this day,
December 4, 1989, whose

Memory we shall always
cherish. Gone but not

forgotten.
GRANDMA & GRANDPA
&
CECI & NICK NANABHAL
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‘Deputy Speaker of Australian Parliament Harry Alfred Jenkins (2nd L), who led a nine-membe

delegation, briefed newsmen yesterday at the Australian High Commission in Dhaka after a

week-long visit to Bangladesh. Australian

High Commissioner to Bangladesh Kenneth Aspinall

the society.

Different organisations
working for the disabled in Ra-
jshahi planned elaborate pro-

and Flood Control Mosharraf
Hossain Shahjahan and BDF
executive director Golam

be established in the next fiscal
year with a 10-bed hostel,
Biswas said.
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Mr Khan
Phone : 865401 (office hour

grammes to mark the day which | Mostafa. . %
included rally and of We have to resolve the prob- I
the disabled, exhibition of | lems of the disabled people as

handicrafts made by the handi-
capped. cultural function pre-
sented by the disabled and dis-
cussions.

A procession of the disabled
led by Rajshahi City Mayor
Mizanur Rahman Minu was

ended at Asha Handicapped
School. The processionists car-
ried banner, festoons, and plac-
ards to attract people towards

- President said, adding

the rights and dignity of dis-
abled are more -
tance around the world the
that the
nation would be deprived of
services of a larger section of
the society if they were not

their participation in the devel-
opment activities since the
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Port was celebrated Wednesday
in a befitting manner, reports
UNB.

of the country” was held at the
port premises with Mosharraf
Hossain, Member, Finance of

the need for making the port

more viable to help revitalise
the export and import trade of

signatory to establish the equal
rights of the physically and
mentally retarded. The present

hold a children art and quiz.
contest on December 15 on the
occasion of the Victory Day.

In this connection v::'i;uq_ the port in the chair. the ng;n:fy They ;:iut fol;_wm'd a | government had undertaken & mu:ﬂﬂtﬂt- split dmm two
programmes were taken o- ) num suggestions for en- | necessary steps to flourish the sciplines — art and quiz, is
ngla, Khulna, Hironpoint and mTt:; tyey[}[;:t:tgapﬂ Whe P;;; suring overall develo t of | talent and efficiency of the dis- aimed at en the chil-
Benapole port premises. the port to tackle the present | abled. The mayor announced | dren to express their ideas and

The programmes included
decoration of national and for-

eign flag carrier ships anchored

at the port areas, one minute-

Mahbubullah while Captain
Ramzan Ali, Member, Operation
of the port attended as chief
guest. ¥

volume of work as well as make
it more dynamic so that the
port could play an important
role in the national economy.

that special allocation from city
corporation would be made for
rehabilitation of the retarded

people.

love for nature through paint-
brush activities and to evaluate
their general of his-
tory, geography, culture and
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The Mayor of Rajshahi City |

Mizanur Rahman Minu, Thurs- -
day underlined the need for
religious teachings to

eradicate the curse of

abuse and other deadly habits,

committed to develop the health
sector in the country, reports
BSS.

He was addressing as chief
guest a function organised by
National Heart Foundation of

geography, culture, economy

and tion of .
e contest is open to all

children of 9 to 12 year age-
group from any school in the
city. Participants must excel in
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