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Benazir urges int’| community

Influence India to stop
atrocities in Kashmir

HANGU. Pakistan, Dec 1:
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto

“We have made it known to
world that the talks

atrocities on Innocent
Kashmiris.” she said while ad-
dressing a tribal Jirga from

in the area of foreign policy

particularly on Kashmir issue,
she said “all coun-
tries are siding with Pakistan on
the issue of Kashmir.® she said

Sec 144 clamped

-on Sunamganj

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 1: Section 144
was clamped in Sunamgani
town this merning following
tension over convening of meet-
ing by rival parties at the same
time and venue.

The Freedom Party the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance
(NDA} and the Bangladesh
Chhatra . BCL [M-1] con-
vened s at Sunamganj
Court-Point at 3 pm today.

Khaleda tells Zia
Parishad to guide
BNP on right path

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday under-
lined the role of the Zia
Parishad in guiding the BNP. on
the right path in furthering the
politics of development and
progress. reports BSS.

Begum Zia said the parishad
had # non political image and
distinguished personalities of
the country, as its members,
could work for giving proper
guideline and directing the na-
tionalistic forces towards the
prosperity of the nation.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing the representatives
conference of the Zia Parishad
at the Engineers' Institution
auditartum here.

Kashmiris who are struggling
for their t to self-determi-
nation not be left alone
and India would have to give

their duly pledged right. "They
(Kashmiris) could not be

down as they are not afraid of |

death,” she added.

Prime Minister said Pakistan
is no mere isolated in the world
and the negotiations have been
started with countries with
whom it did not have good rela
tions.

NDP activist
nabbed

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Dec 1: Police
this morning on a tip raided a
hide-out of the NDP activists at
the jungle-packed hilly area of
Kachupara under Raozan thana
and arrested one of them.

The arrested was identified
as Musa Meah while the rest
managed to escape sensing the
raid by police.

They fled into the deep forest
shooting volleys of gun fires at
the police. However none was
injured. police said.

BJP aura

From Page 1 Col 3

pitting the Hindu revivalist BJP
against the rest of-the political
establishment.

The BJP went to the polls
glorifying the mosque razing.
hoping ta reap millions of
Hindu votes to return to power
in elections widely see as a na-
tional referendum,.

The BJP has been desper-
ately trying to emerge as a na-
tional alternative to the Con-

gress in recent years, and its
campaign slegan was "march

with the BJP. Today five states,
tomorrow the nation.”

BJFP leaders acknowledged
their national ambitions had
suffered a blow.

This is a very big setback.
said a party leader on condition
of anonymity. We knew we
would have tough fights on our
hands. 3

But we never ever thought
we would lose like this.

Our dreams of ruling the
couniry have been rolled back
by at least five years, said an-
other

Victory Day drama festival

From Page | Col 4
Recalling the days of the
war, the poet said the anti-
Bangladesh foreces had killed
the intellectuals to cripple the

and resist the fundamentalist

"Let the spirit of the great
independence war be spread
through the street drama festi-

Thirty drama groups from
various parts of the country will

participate in the festival. The
festival organisers will press for
demands which include setting
up of professional drama sta-
ges, repeal of the drama control
order. autonomy for Radio and
Television, trial of Golam Azam
as a war criminal under the
1973 International War Cri-
minal Act, banning the fun-
damentalist parties including
the Jamaat-Shibir and the
Freedom Party and withdrawal
of cases against 24'Gano Adalat
personalities including
Jahanara Imam.

Earlier, Shegufta Farah
Majid, a daughter of a martyr of
the liberation war, read out a
fax message from Jahanmara
Imam now undergoing treat-
ment at a hospital in the USA.

Jahanara, who was sup-

posed to inaugurate the festival
in her message said, "Although |
am physically absent from this
programme — [ am spiritually
present among you".

She expressed the hope the
street drama festival would be
able to create new sense of
awareness about the Liberation
War.

The Samoy, the Meghdut
and the Dhaka Theatre after-
wards s three plays —
“Ekhane Ekhano", "Tamasa"
and "Ekattorer Pala” respec-
tively.

SAPTA : Dhaka must produce

From Page 1 Col 7
external market of the country’s
exportable goods, if the country
gets the chance to export even a
few items under the agreement,
that is the bernefit, he said.

Moregver, the country would
get the privilege of being a least

developed country under Clause
10 of ment, he said,

adding the country can even
withdraw from any bilateral
trade arrangement under the
_safety clause if that is consid-
ered harmful for the economy.

He was, however, critical of
the 'chambers of the country
saying they did flot come up
with new ideas and suggestions
for making the agreement bene-
ficial for the country. -

~ The Commerce Ministry offi-
cial also stressed the need for
producing new exportables in
competitive prices for getting
the real benefits out of the trade
agreement.

Except Pakistan, all the
South Asian countries have in
the meantime started exchang-
ing the lists of commodities
which they are interested to ex-
port to particular states.

The SAARC Council of

Minjsters at its December 4-5

meeting in Dhaka is likely to

discuss tariff concessions and |

the lists of items to the traded
among the member countries
under the SAPTA.

The meéting of the Inter-
Governmental Group {IGG) in
Colombo and the consequent
meeting of the Commission for
Economic Cooperation (CEC) in
Dhaka last month discussed
the probable schedule of con-
cessions that the member states
may be asked to“offer to their

- counterparts. The delegates of

the member countries also ex-
changed ideas and information
among themselves in the meet-
ings.

Their findings will be placed
before the SAARC Standing
Committee comprising the
Foreign Secretaries of the mem-
ber states before it is placed to
the Council of Ministers' meet-
ing.

Another meeting of the IGG
will be held at the end of this
month to review the latest de-
velopments and take measures
to implement the recommenda-
tions of the meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers.
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with their I:adl:ra ;

Ilias Kanchan, a leading film actor, addressing a rally under the banner We Want Safe Roads to
social awareness to check road accident..A procession was brought out from the FDC in
{ the city which duperued at the National Press Club yesterday

develop

— Star photo

JS debates retrospective effect

From Page 1 Col 3
Haque told the House, ‘the law
of the land forbids giving retro-
S effect only to the legis-
lations relating to penal provi-
sions.' Quoting from many
books, the minister said there
was no observation of the
Supreme Court that an ordi-
nance could not be given
retrospective effect.

‘At this point Education
Minister Barrister Jamiruddin
Sircar took the floor to add that
retrospective effect was illegal
only in the cases of '‘penal law
and taxation law of penal na-
ture.’

Referring to the present or-
dinance, the Educdtion Minister
further said 'if the proposed law
had sought to take away the
facilities enjoyed by the workers

| during the time of promulgation

of the ordinance and the date it
wanted for retrospective effect,

then it would have been consid-

CHT bills

From Page 1 Col 4

he said,

adding: “Insha-Allah we will be

able to resolve the problems”.
Replylng to criticism made

by Matia Chowdhury (AL) for

not observing the World

| Aboriginals Day, the Foreign

Minister said there was a differ-
ence between aborigines and
tribals. Bangladesh had tribal
people (and not aboriginals), he
said, citing examples of the Red
Indians.

Ten Opposition members
took part in moving their
amendments to the bills. The
amendments were, however,
rejected by the House.

The time-limit has been ex-
tended in response to the re-
quest for postponement of the
elections to the three Local-
Government Councils by the
Leaders of Chittagong Hill-Tract
Janasanghati Samity till the re-
turn of the tribal people from
the Indian Tripura state, the
Foreign Minister said in his
statement of object and reasons
for three separate bills.

With this extensions, the
time-limit has been extended by
a total of two years and a half
(910 days] for holding the elec-
tions to the three Local Govern-
ment Councils of the Hill Dis-

tricts after expiry of their 3-year

term on July 11 last year
(1992). The time-limit was
extended twice earlier totalling
one year and a half (545 days)
through amendments to the
relevant gacts in February this

year and August last year.

ered an illegal one’.
Sircar argued that the pro-
law would not curtail any
acilities enjoyed by the public
sector workers.

This argument of the
Education Minister gave an
additional dimension to the le-
gal debate, Rashed Khan Menon
of the Workers' Party took the
floor to point out that Section 4
of the proposed law had clearly
curtatled the facilities enjoyed
by the workers during the time
span mentioned by the
Education Minister himself. At
this stage the Speaker looked
convinced by Menon's argu-
ment.

The State Minister for
Establishment once again took
the floor apparently to contra-
dict the Education Minister's
last point. He maintained that
whether the law curtailed the
workers' facilities was an item
of separate debate of academic
nature. it had no relevance to
the present context, the Minis-

ter argued.

Al this stage, Speaker

False statement
on PM's tour

expenses alleged

By Staff Correspondent

- The Opposition in Parlia-
ment yesterday alleged that a
"false statement” about the ex-
penditure of the Prime Minis-
ter's tours has been given in the
House. _

Awami League MP A K M Ja-
hangir moved a notice in the
House saying his rights as a
Member of Parliament have
beén breached because incor-
rect information was given on
Monday to one of his questions
regarding the PM's tours.

The AL MP tried to draw
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni's attention to the
fate of the notice. The Deputy

Speaker said the matter should

not be discussed today as it was

" under consideration of the

Speaker.

The Opposition Chief W‘lﬂp
Mohammad Nasim took the
floor and said, "It is unfortunate
that incorrect information has

been provided from the PM's of- |

fice."

The notice of K M J
should be given priority and the
House should rightly in-
formed, the Opposition Chief
Whip added.

The Deputy Speaker reiter-
ated that the Speaker will ex-
plain the matier later.

Shatkh Razzak Ali announced
the deferment of discussion on
the motien for further under-
standing of its legalization.

A total of 17 Opposition MPs
belonging to the AL, Jatiya
Party and the Jamaat spoke on
the issue while 43 MPs moved
separate identical motions.
These MPs criticised the gmr
ernment's tending of promulgaf-
ing ordinances which they said
amounted to undermine the JS.

Apart from this debate, the
JS yesterday passed three bills
relating to the extension of time
for holding local government
council elections of three hill
district including Rangamati,
Khagrachhart and Bandarban.

A number of legislators dis-
cussed different problems of
their constitpencies. The JS
had also its usual question-an-
swer hour.

Speaker adjourned the
House at 10:15 pm to resume
again at this afternoon.

‘Foreign airlines
serve non-Muslim
diet to Biman’s

Muslim passengers’

By Staff Correspondent

Mushlm passengers of the
national carrier Biman are often
served non-Muslim diet when
they change airlines at transit

points.
This was disclosed by Awa-
mi League MFP Salauddin

Yousuf in Parllament yesterday.

The AL Member of Parlia-
ment claimed that it happened
because the Biman crew do not
provide the necessary informa-
tion to the foreign airlines dur-
ing the transit.

Citing his personal experi-
ence he said that he was offered
a non-Muslim diet on board a
eonnecting foreign airline al-
though he was travelling with a
Biman ticket,

Rally in Sylhet

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, Dec 1: A big rally
was held in Sylhet townr this
afternoon at the call of the Syl-

het Division Implementation

and Greater Sylhet Develop-
ment Unity Council to press for
immediate formation of a new
administrative division compris-

ing the four districts of greater

Sylhet region. :
The speakers called upon the

government to declare the divi- -

sion by December 20 otherwise,
a greater course of action would
be announced on that day.

JS body decides
to form task

force to check
corruption

commitiee on Land at a meeting

a task force to check corrup-
tion, irregularities and anoma-
lies regarding land manage-
ment and settlement system.

reports BSS.
discussion on the land man-

the settlement operation areas
against the corrupt officials.

Bhaban here.

government is firmly committed

change in the field of land man-
agement system to end the suf

fering of the people.

about the desired changes in
the 'settlement system,' he said.

Amiruddin Ahmed. Mazibur
Rahman Talukdar, and Mo-

Mohammad Shahiduzzaman
and Enamul Haq of Awami

Khan of Jatiya Party and Mo-
hammad Abu Bakar of Jamaat-
e-Islami attended the meeting.

Australians want
From Page 1 Col 7

million dollars, he pointed out.
“In this context. we may mu-

The Parllamentary standing

yesierday decided to constitute

The meeting held a detalled

agement systemm and decided
that the task force will inspect

and take drastic actions on spot
State Minister for Land Kabir
Hossain chaired the meeting
held at the Jatlya Sangsad
The State Minister said the

tq bring about a revolutionary

Sendor and efficient officials
will be posted in the every
stages of the field level to bring

Members of the committee

hammad Shahjahan of BNP,

League, Nabab Ali and Abbas

92, the imports from Australia
was 5].80 million US dollars as
against the exports of 18.97

tually take apprepriate steps to

bring about a change in the
trading pattern and economic
cooperation so that a desired

result can be obtained,”
said, adding Australian invest-
ment {n Bangladesh on a buy-

well in this case.
Mahbub said, the explo-

resources as well as investment

in dairy and telecommunica-

most prospective sectors for for-
eign entrepreneurs.

The Australian delegation in-
cludes Otewart McAurther.
Member of
Representatives (MHR), Dever-

Hollis MHR, Silver Smith, John

. Dradferd, Philip Cleary, Jack

Smith and John Carter.

among others, by Vice President
of FBCCI K M Shafiqul Islam,
DCCI President A T M Wa-

Investors' Chamber Mahbub
Shamsuddoha, President, Ba-

Dhaka Stock Exchange Khur-
shed Alam and Jamal Haider.
Australian
ner in Dhaka Kenneth Aspinall
was also present on the
occasion. ;

he

back arrangement may augur

ration of petroleum and mineral

tions sectors are among the

the House of

ley McAurther MHR, Colins

The meeting was attended.

ziullah, President of the Foreign

Jamil, former FBCCI President
Alhaj Akram Hossain, A K M

ngladesh Indenting Agents
Association and Chairman of

Commissio- -
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The Midnight File

Georgian govt, rebels
sign peace accord

GENEVA. Dec 1: The Georgian goverrument and Abkhaz sep-
irlumw.nrmﬂiﬁuhwﬁymmp-tm_;b
ward peace in the war-torn former Soviet republic. Afler tweo
days of talks, both sides signed a memorandurh of understand-
ing at a Wednesday ceremony presided by UN mediator Eduard

Brunner. reporis AP

Indian minister resigns

NEW DELHI Dec 1

A senior minister in India's minority

government who criticised the results of last month's state elec-
tions resigned today, the Press Trust of India (PT]) said. The
agency, quoting unnamed sources, said Minister of State for
Parliamentary Affairs Rangarajan Kumaramangalam resigned
after Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao asked him to quit.
There was no immediate official confirmation of the resignation
PTl said. It did not say why Rao asked him to resign. reports

Reuter

SAARC body discusses issues

From page 1 Col 5
lakh US dollars for SAARC for
the next calendar year has been
finalised. The standing comumnit
tee also adopted the audit re-
ports and some fresh proposals
for the SAARC Secretariat.

On the economic side, the
Standing Committee reviewed
the item-wise concessions pro
posed to be extended by each
SAARC member on specified
commaodities for marketing
within the member-states.

The discussion on trade lib-
eralisation is in line with the
SAPTA adopted at the last
SAARC Summit in Dhaka. Pak-
Istan Is the only county which
I8 yet to submit its reports on
the SAPTA. Reaz said.

The Standing Committee
also reviewed the progress of
the Impiementation of the Drug
and Narcotics Control report
and the report of the Committee
of Terrorism,

The Standing Committee
had already reviewed the report
of the 13 technical committees
of SAARC, including two stan-

' ding committees. The commi-
| ttees on the Drug Control and

the Development of Women are
presently headed by Bang-
ladesh.

Reaz informed that the issue

PM’s top priority
From Page 1.Col 8

for Cultural Affairs Jhanara

Begum and hm.anuilah Aman,

MP. /
The Prime Mln]su:r said un-

der the democratic system there

would be opposition and gov-
ernment. But it was not democ-

. racy that oppesition would ere-

ate hindrances in every effort
for development only because
they could not go to power, she
said

The Prime Minister while
welcoming the new members
said they had to work sincerely
for making the party strong at
grassroots level to reach the
fruits of development initiated
by her government to every door
step.

The Prime Minister said her
government had taken a num-
ber of programmes in educa-

 tion, self-employment and other

human resource development

- lo purchase centres as

of setting up a SAARC Docu-
mentation Centre mooted ¢ar-
lier may be decided in the
coming Foreign Ministers’ nieet.
The documentation centre is
supposed to be set up in New
Dethi.

The Standing Committee will
also discuss other items of re-

Turnfth:[)!lnhhd will come
up before the Standing Com-
mittee. The SAARC

Standing
'Committee will also draw up the

broad plans for the theme of
next year, which will be 'the
Year of Youth.

The Standing Committee
also considered establishing
some links with other regional
and international like
the ESCAP and the UNDP.

Aman drive

From Page 1 Col 4
They said, the
thnuﬂy
allowable percentage of mois-
ture is being sold in the north-
ern region at Taka 185 to
per maund, while the
price is well above Taka 200 in

upto 14 per cent.
The authorities believe the
price will fall in mid-December

of the aman harvest. The gov-
ernment's procurement drive
will gain momentum then as
the farmers will sell their pro-
duce for a better price at the
procurement centres, they

However, the rgain-
tain that besides lower price
offered by the government, the
farmers are also reluctant to go
face
a lot of problems to the
government specification of the
paddy. The specification in-
cludes mipimum level of mois-
ture and dust contents. So they
prefer to sell at the open market
or to the middlemen.

The experts added that an-
other reason for poor response
to the procurement drive is per-

~haps higher production costs

mparediuthemﬁndhy
thegmmmt.

Credit schemes for small investors

From Page 1 Col 7

Bangladesh Bank would
charge a premium of two per
cent annually on the guaran-
teed amount, which would be
off-set by the lending banks
charging an interest rate of two
per cent less than the usual
chargeable rate of interest, the
Minister noted.

- Only 'mewcomers' would be
eligible for loans under the
credit insurance scheme and
banks would supervise, monitor
and render necessary techmical

and management support to the
investors.

The scheme for credit sup-
port for developing small-scale
self-help projects and activities
for public sector employees
opting for voluntary retirement
would have a Tk 50 crore gov-
ermnment fund, Rahman said.

The participating banks, the
Bangladesh Krishi Bank, the
Rajshahi Krishi Unnayan Bank,
the Eastern Bank and BASIC,
would also contribute a
matching fund of 25 per cent of
the government fund or Tk 12.5
crore from their own resources.

Loans under the scheme
would be made for small-scale
businesses and industries, he
added, and eligibility criteria
would include voluntarily re-
tired persons from the public
sector, with at least a 10-year

service tenure and willing to .

provide at least 33 per cent of
the total investment outlay in
the form of equity.

Preference would be given to

those who have knowledge and
training in their respective fields
of trade and industry, the Min-
ister noted. -

With a maximum loan ceﬂjng
of Tk 20 lakh, the loan utilisa-
tion period would be three
years. Under the scheme, short-
term loan would be available for
trade finance while mid and
long-term loans would be given
for asset acquisition.

The rate of interest for the
loan from the government fund
under the scheme would be
simple interest at the rate of
one per cent above the bank
rate charged by the Central
Bank. While the rate of interest
would be fixed at 10 per cent
per annum on the individual.
bank's portion of the loan.

No interest would be charged
for the first year of the loan,
Rahman said, and repayment of
interest, mcluding interest due
and principal, would start from
the third year. A two per cent
interest rebate would be given
for repayment before maturity.

The necessary security for

the loan would include a de-

mand promissory note, personal
tee of an adult member

of the family and hypotheéation
over business assets while the
investor would also have to
furnish a satisfactory release
order from previous employer

and a letter of recommendation-

from the employer of a socially
respectable person.

The press briefing was also
attended by Finance Secretary

Nasimuddin Ahmed, Bangla-
desh Bank Governor Kurshid
Alam and top officials of the
scheduled banks, the Central
Bank and the Finance Ministry.
It was stated at the briefing
that out of the target of disburs-
ing Tk 400 crore as investment
loan during 1993-94, Sonali
Bank disbursed Tk 113 crore
up to November while Janata
Bank Tk 100 crore out of a tar-
get of Tk 350 crore, Agrani
Bank Tk 98 crore out of Tk 350
crore, Bangladesh Shilpa Bank
Tk 23 crore out of Tk 125 crore
and BKB disbursed Tk 8.9 crore
out of a target of Tk 35 crore.

Foreign exchange
reserve $2340.54m

Banpladesh has a foreign ex
change reserve of US dullars
2.340.54 million equivalent to
Tk 9.303.66 crore as of
September 22 last, Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman told
the Jatiya Sangsad in replying
to a question from Awami

League member Shahjahan

Khan yesterday. reports BSS.

the reserve, over 1.7 bil-
lion US dollars had been in-
vested in different forms of
savings like investment with
commercial banks, in gold and
with the IMF. he said.

To another gqueston from M
Abdar Rahman (AL-Dinajpur),
the Finance Minister said that
the government had no plan to
stop Deposit Pension Scheme
(DPS].




