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Sport

PFA condemns
elbow challenge

MANCHESTER, " England,
Dec 1: England’s Professional
Footballers' Association (PFA)
have called on soccer authori-
ties to outlaw the elbow chal-
lenge which has caused serious
injury to former England stars
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Ma Junren's wards hit the The Chinese team features Ramos said. { clamp down on players commit-

ting fouls with their elbows and
called for heavier punishments
for offenders.

tracks to finish'1-2 in the 800
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Qu Yunxia, record holder at
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Qing of China, -who finished
fourth in the 400 women's hur-
. dles. Torchina, the world's
number eight, said she had dif-
ficulty with the 32 degrees
Celsius temperature in Manila.
India’s Ajit Bhadayrida also
upset Chinese favourite Ma Wei
in the men's discus throw. The

Chinese top seed was crowded

out for the silver by S8 Kot of
Uzbekistan and had to settle for
the bronze.

A surprising Saudi' Arabia

their second straight
middle-distance gold, with
Alyan Al-Kahtani easily ruling
the 10,000 metres for men
ahead of Malaysia's M Rama-
chandran.

Syria and South Korea
joined the winning column, with
Zaid Abou Hamed topping the
men's 400-metre hurdles, bet-
tering by 21 seconds a 20-year-
old meet record.

South Korea's male distance
runners also shone, Wwith sc-
hoolmates Lee Jin Il and Kim

cnl Hwan seizing the gold and
silver in the 800 metres. ll:.'.lmm
orders to pace
wrmmhﬂr famous coach
Kim Bok Ju, the gold medalist
in the event at the Seoul Asian
Games in 1986.
~~ Chen Shaoguo set the
Chinese train on a roll early
‘Wednesday by surpassing the
eight-year-old meet record in
the men's 20-kilometre walk,
and then said he could have
done better if not for the heat
and soft tracks.

__His compatriot Zhang

CANBERRA, Dec
1: Some of the
world's top dis-
tance runmners
arrive this week in
Australia, the
world s lnweat and flatest
continent, to begin testing the
conventional - wisdom that
training at high altitude
improves performance at sea

level, reportg Reuter. .

Sports organisers said on
Wednesday that a world record
holder and several Olympic
medalists will be 42 ath-
letes taking part in the seven-
week testing, which organisers
hope will be the definitive study
on the subjedt.

"There's a lot of anctdutal
evidence to suggest that when
people train at (high) aititude,
their performance is better at
sea level, but there's been no
definitive study,” said Aus-
tralian- Sports Commission di-
rector Ross Smith.

The commission,

a govern-

ment bady which coordinates,

sporl, ia one of a number of or-
ganisations funding and direct-

ing the study. which will cost
about Australian 100,000 dol-

lars (65,800 dollars).

Among the participants are
5,000 metres world record
holder Said Aouita of Morocco
and his countrymen Rashid el
Basir, second in the 1992
Olympic 1,500 metres final, and
Brahim Boutayeb. the 1988
Olympic 10,000 metres gold
medalist.

Shaun Creighton, an Aus-
tralian athlete who will use the
results for his masters degree in
sports science, Said the runners
would form three groups.

Two groups would train on
the nation’s tallest peaks in the
snowy mountains while the
other group would train at sea
level in Sydney. Australia’'s av-
erage altitude is 300 metres
(980 feet), with the highest peak
Mount Kosciusko at 2,230 me-
tres (7.300 feet).

Creighton said there was a
good chance of proving a link,
citing Kenyan Yobes Ondieki
and Algeian Noureddine Morceli
who broke the world records.
for 10,000 metres and mile re-
spectively this year at sea level
after training in Switzerland.

The lack of oxygen at high
altitude is though to stimulate
the production of red blood
cells, which carry oxygen and
enhanee athletic performance.

Creighton said each runner
would undergo physiological

tests. including blood tests, and
physical tests, such as running’

on treadmills. before and after
the training sessions.

"The study is so big. you
could get a few PhDs, out of it,”
said Creighton, who. will take
part as an athiete and tester,

He said previous overseas
studies had failed 1o prove
definitively a link because the
tests were not wide enough, did
not involve elite athletes or did
not use a control group.

g

Deadly, drunk
and disorderly

ISTANBUL, Dec 1 : Six Man-
chester United supporters were
fréed form jail here on Tuesday
— after being held for almost a
month on charges of being
drunk and disorderly, reports

Their release followed a
campaign for justice by the club
which was backed by British
politicians.

The charges against the six
— John Cunningham, Andrew
Philipps, Graham Cross, Kevin

Danny Humphries — were
dropped because of lack of ‘evi-
They were jailed on Novem-
ber 3. following violence on the
eve on Manchester United's
European Champions Cup cla-
sh with Turkish side Galaa-
y. United were knocked out
nrf th: Cup after drawing the
match 0-0.
They faced jail terms of be-

fiween on and three years”if
found guilty after it was claimed

English fans had attacked
Turkish rivals with bottles and
stones and damaged a hotel.

But witnesses failed to iden-
tify the culprits.

English fans admitted they
had been drinking alcohol but
claimed it was they who were
attacked.

The six fans were questioned
along with 141 other Man-
chester fans, who were detained
until after the Cup match.

A campaign for their release
was launched afier the Turkish
authorities delayed in bringing
the matter to court.

Bonecrusher
takes on Tubbs

BAY ST LOUIS, Miss, Dec 1 :
James "Bonecrusher® Smith
and Tony Tubbs, former WBA
champions, will compete Friday
night in a 16-man, 15-bout he-

avywelght tournament; reports

Thc winner of the ﬂnal re-

Doherty, Michael Shelton and |

¢ for four victories.

LONDON, Dec 1:
% Aston Villa striker
Dalian Atkinson
ended Arsenal's
astonishing 25-
el match ‘unbeaten
cup run here on Tuesday with
the only goal in a fourth round
English League Cup tie, reports

. The fleet-footed striker
prised the Gunners grip from
the trophy with a fourth-minute
shot following a smart exchange
with Dean Saunders.

It was Villa's second win in a
month at Highbury and their
eighth in their last 10 meetings
with the Gunners, whose defeat
was their first in a home cup
match for three years.

Villa were fortunate to win
the premiership match, but
were full value for their success
this time, catching Arsenal on
one of their poorer nights when
even their famed set pieces were
miserably unproductive.

Manchester United and First
Division Tranmere also
marched into the quarter-finals,
United with a comfortable 2-0
victory at Everton and Tran-
mere with a 3-0 home drubbing
of ﬂh:l hm.

internationals Mark

Hughes and Ryan Gigges
ldl:d United through to the
last eight with goals after 13
and 46 minutes to repeat last
month's premiership victery
over Howard Kenidall's team.
-, Hughes hammered a dipping
drive into the net — his 10th
goal of the season. — while
Gigges fired home after Neville
Southall could only palm lan
Andrei Kanchelskis shot into
his path.

However, United's Danish
gualkccper Peter Schmeichel,
helped their cause considerably
with a 52nd minute penalty
save from Tony Cottes after
Stuart Barlow had been fouled
by Gary Pallister.

The premiership leaders
were full value for their win,
though, as they also had three
goals disallowed within four
minutes in the second half.

Meanwhile, Tranmere
reached the last eight for the
first time with their win over
Oldham, who had to battle with
10 men from the 36th minute
after. defender Richard Jobson
was sent off for a professional
foul on John Aldridge.

Tranmere capitalised with
two goals from midfielder Ged
Brannan, who struck with a
52nd minute drive and 60th

minute lob, and one from
a minute from time.

In the all First Division tie
Portsmouth forced a home re-
play by drawing 0-O at base-
ment club Peterborough.

In the Scottish Premier Divi-
sion Motherwell regained first
place from Aberdeen with a 1-0

home win over Partick Thistle.

The vital goal came after 71
minutes, when Doug Arnott
prised open the title defence
and, as Grant Tierney failed to
clear, Phil O'Donnell nipped
into drive the ball into the roof
of the net.

Celtic were denied a share of
top spot when they went down
1-0 at Dundee United to sur-
render their nine- game un-
beaten run. .

Paddy Connolly grabbed the
winner, pouncing on a blunder
by Peter Grant in the 72nd
minute to score his first league

of the season and give
United only their second win in
13 games,

The night's two other Pre-
mier games ended in goalless
stalemates, Hibernian suffering
their third successive blank at
home to St Johnstone and Kil-
marnock being held by heart of
Midlothian.

WASHINGTON,
Dec 1 : Boxing
has never seen
anything quite
like it.

Two former haa\ry
weight champions, two 1984
Olympic champions, an unbea-
ten ex-prisoner and eight inter-
national contenders fight for a
million-dollar top prize in a

tournament-style showdown °

Friday, reports AFP.

Sixteen boxers will gather in
Bay St. Louis, Mississippi, for a
series of three-round bouts.
Winners advance until someone
takes away one million dollars

*I like the format, uaid Tyrell
Biggs. super-heavyweight
champion of the Los Angeles
Olympics.

"In amateur fights, my
record was 108-6. Three rounds
are mare suited to my type of
fighting.

The international field in-
cludes former Australian cham-
pion Craig Petersen, England's
Derek Willlams, Romanian ch-
ampion Dan Dancuta, Cuban-
born Jose Ribalta, former Soviet
Union champion Yevgeni Su-
dakov from Ukraine, Norway's
M.ngnc Havana and Leon Bumu

UBWE

Money makes world go round

ment include piggs. 1984
Olympic heavyweight winner
Henry Tillman, Jimmy Ellis,
Bert Cooper and two former
World Boxing Association
champions, 40-year-old James
Smith and 34-year-old Tunjr
Tubbs.

"I don't think we're envi-
sioned as the best of the crop,
but its a good fields," Biggs
said. "But the bouts will be

competitive. Anything can hap-
in this format. I want to
be ready for anything.”

Jason Willlams makes his
pro-debut in the event after
seven straight victories, all by
first-round knockout. :

ROME, Dec 1: Two goals
Uruguayan midfielder Enzo
Francescoli' and another by
compatriot Carlos gave
holders Torino a 3-0 win over
Atalanta in an Italian Cup third

first leg tie on Tuesday,
Reuter.

Francescoli struck twice in
the first 13 minutes while
striker Aguilers added a third
10 minutes before half-time to

condemn struggling Atalanta to
a humiliating home defeat,
i

Neither man has been a first

team regular at Torino in recent
weeks. ;

The result leaves the Turin
club virtual certainties to reach
the last eight of a competition
they won last June.

They are already in the quar-
ter-finals of the European Cup
Winners' Cup in which they face
English club Arsenal over two
legs next March.

Caught in

the act

GOTHENBERG., Sweden. Dec
1: Two Russians, due to take

pmmthewnrladkmm
atﬁoﬁmlhergﬁh'pm'tcm

a huge cache of banned
performance enhancing drugs,
police said Monday, reports
AFP,

A Justite Department com-
munique said the two, whose
names were not given, were in
possession of 3,500 anabolic
Mﬂﬂnuﬂmdﬂﬂﬂlﬂt

a routine customs check at the
airport on Sunday. They were
heading for the world powerllf-
ting championships in Joen-
koeping this week.

A court is to decide today
whether charges should be
-rnade.
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