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JS body recommends ban
on use of polythene

explained various

A joint parliamentary stand-
ing committee yesterday rec-
ommended ban on the use of all
kinds of artificial fabrics and

to encourage the use
of jute in the country, reports
UNB.

The recommendation was
made at a meeting of the par-
liamentary standing committee
on the Ministry of Commerce
and the Ministry of Jute held in
Sangsad Bhaban witih Com-
merce Minister M Shamsul Is-
lam in the chair.

The meeting discussed the
increase in jute production, en-
suring fair price to jute growers,
increase in volume of exports of
jute and jute products, diversi-
fication of use of jute and the
condition of jute mills in the
country.

It felt the need for creating
world opinion against the use of
polytheng in the interest of pre-
serving environment and popu-
larising jute and jute goods
abroad by exploring markets in
foreign countries. -

Jute Minister Hannan Shah

measures
taken by his ministry to in-
crease jute production and pro-
vide fair prices to jute farmers.
He told the meeting that 8 000
jute farmers will be imparted
training and given seeds and
fertilizer before the beginning of
the next jute season.

Commerce Minister Shamsul
Islam spelt out steps for the
increase in the export of jute.

The meeting also discussed
the holding of exhibitions on
jute and jute goods at home and
abroad. It stressed the need for
coordinated effoits among the
ministries of jute, agriculture,
commerce and finance for

bo%tlnl;xrg jute export.
Khasru, Begum Farida

Hasan, Adv Abul Kalam, Qam-
ruddin Yahia Khan Majlis and
Ansar Ali Siddique were pre-
sent.

Besides, Adv Khairul Anam,
A K M Fazlul Hagq of BNP,
Mosharraf Hossain and - Altaf
Hossain Golondaz ef Awami
League and Mojibur Rahman of
Jatiya Party were also present.

‘Bangladesh has

trade deficit with

India, Pakisfan
and Bhutan

Bangladesh had trade deficit
with India, Pakistan and Bhu-
tan among the seven member
countries of the SAARC in the
last fiscal year, the Commerce
Minister told Parliament yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Its trade gap with India was
to the tune of Tk 1308.0 crore
in 1992-93, said Shamsul Islam
in reply to Shahjahan Chow-
dhury of the BNP and Sheikh
Ansar Ali of the Jamaat.

To another question from
Abdus Sobhan of the Jamaat,
the minister said Bangladesh

tea, raw jute, fertiliser,
jute goods, betel leaf leather,
farm and industrial products to
Pakistan, and imported cotton,
yamn cotton fabrics, knit fabrics,
salt, stone, cement, synthetic
yarn and clothes and chemical
products from Pakistan last
year.
Islam told Hamida Khanam
of the BNP that the government
had no plans to totally restrict
import of powdered milk. He,
however, said various steps
were being taken by the gov-
ernment to attain self-suffi-
ciency in milk

In reply to Begum Rashida
Khatun, the Commerce Minister
said Tk 215 crore was spent for
importing baby foods annually.
The baby foods are impdrted
from Denmark (Dano), Australia
(Red Cow, Elders. Diploma),
New Zealand (Anchor, Nesle),
Belgium (Cerelac), France [Ce-
lla), UK (Nespray] and Holland
(Frishiana)

Clash over cricket
match: 2 sustain

bullet wounds

By DMCH Correspondent

Two school students suffered
bullet wounds in a clash over a
cricket match in the citys
Goran area yesterday

Javed Ahmed, an SSC exam
inee of Goran All Ahmed High
School, and Monirul Islam Ujjal
a student of class nine of the T
& T High School were admitted
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) with bullet in

junes
The students ol Ali Ahmed
High School arranged the

ericket match between the S5
examinees and non-examinees
yesterday morming

An altercation between the
two groups of players resulted
in chases by exploding crackers
and firing punshots

Bosnian peace
talks deadlocked

GENEVA £ Nov 30 Peace
talks on Bosnia Herzegovina
deadiocked Tuesday over the fu
"ture of Sarajevo. the Bosnian
capital besicged for 19 months
by Serbs Bosnias /N ambas
sador warned the negotiations
could collapse reports AP
Muhamed Sacirbey. Bosnia s
ambassador to the Unitdd Na
tions, charged European Com
munity mediator Lord Owen
was endangering the peace
process by deviating from a new
mandate outlined by EC foreign
ministers Monday
That plan promised a grad
ual suspension of the UN eco
nomic sanctions against Serbia
if it pushed Bosnian Serbs to
return more land to the Mus
lim-led government Serbia's
economy has been devastated
by the sanctions
Besnian President Alija ize
met Serbian President
Slobodan Milosevic and Bos
mlan Serb leader Radovan Ka
radzic as the Geneva talks reo
pened after a two-month break
"We made no progress at
all." a grim-faced lzethegovic
said after the meeting

Home Minister tells JS

Steps taken to
prevent piracy
in Padma, Jamuna

Home Minister Abul Matin
Chowdhury yesterday informed
parliament that necessary steps
had been taken to prevent
piracy and protect the interest
of fishermen, reports UNB.

Responding to a call atten-

‘tion notice of Begum K J
Hamida of BNP, the Home Min- .

ister said administrative orders
had been issued to investigate
allegations of piracy and
snatching of fish from fisher-
men in river Jamuna and
Padma. _

Besides, police patrol in the
rivers and vigilance of naval
force in the sea have been
geared up to stop looting of fish
from fishermen and robbing
passengers in different water-
ways.

The Home Minister said
some 30 people including 9 da-
coits were arrested alongwith 2
pipeguns and 9 bullets during
a special operation in the
riverine districts of Pabna, Sira-
jganj, Manikganj and Rajbari.

He, however, expressed his
ignorance about the incidents of
8 dacoity in the Jamuna during
July 21 to August, as claimed
by Hamida Khanam in her no-
tice. "No such case was regis-
tered with concerned police sta
tions.” he said.

Aman procurement
target fixed
at 3 lakh tonnes

The government has set the
target of aman paddy procure
ment during the current season
at three lakh metric tons equiv-
alent to two lakh metric tons of
rice, reporis LINB

Food Minister Mir Sawkat All
told Parliament yesterday. in
reply to a question from vice-
principal Mohd Abdus Shahid
of the Awami League. that the
procurement price per quintal
paddy has been fixed at Taka
535 B4

To another guestion from
Mirza Azam of the Awami
League, State Minister for Relief
Harun-Al Rashid said the gov
ernment has allocated B3 595
metric tons of wheat from its
own sources for "food for works
programune during the current
nancial year

Besides some 20 000 metric
tons of wheal were given as
special allocation for 33 dis
tricts. affected by flood this
yeal

101- member Mushm
Oikya Front
convening body

Bangladesh Muslim Oikya
Fromt (BMOF) vesterday an-
nounced a |0]-member na-
tional convening committee
with Syed Nazibul Bashar

Maizbhandari MF as its con
venor, reports UNH

The committee was declare
al a press conference organise
by the BMOF at the Jatiya
Press Club. It also named five
joint convenors and a 21 -mem

ber advisory council

The joint convenors are: Prof
Shajada Mohammad Peara Al
Kaderi. Shajada Syed Golam
Mushabbir Hossatrnd Chistil, Pir-
jada Shahnure Bellal Suresh-
wari, Mohammad Yusuf MP
and Rafiqul Anwar Principal
Hafez Moulana Abul Jalll was
name member secretary of the
commities.

A written statement, read
oult by member secretary
Moulana Abdul Jalil. outlined a
13-point charter of demands
including ban on the politics of
fanaticism and resolving of the
Farakka issue immediately
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ﬁﬁ;lglﬁeshinited Nations officers being etgd by an unidentified Kuwaiti Officer (L) as they
arrived November 28 to bolster Iraqi border patrols. Some 770 more troops are expected soon.

— AFP photo

AL MP: files

writ

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League MP Sulian
Kabir Chowdhury, whose mem-
bership has been stripped by an
election tribunal, has filed a
writ with the High Court Divi-
sion challenging the verdict yes-
terday.

Gana Forum leader Barrister
Amirul Islam moved the writ at
the two- member bench com-
prising Justice Md Mozammel
Huq and Justice M A Karim.

JP observes
hartal in
Khulna

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 30: A half-day
hartal called by the Jatiya
Party(JP) in protest of poliae ac-
tion on its activists recently was
observed here today peacefully.

Shops and educational insti-
tutions were closed and all
modes of vehicles were off the
road during the hartal hours.
The attendance in the govern-
ment offices was thin. Mills and
factories in Khalishpur, Rup-
sha, Daulatpur and Atra in-
dustrial belt, however, func-
tioned normally.

No umtoward incident. except
some explosion of crackers,
were reporied. However, police
took precautionary measures
deploying additional forces at
different points of the city.
Front organisations of the JP
brought out processions in the
city protesting the police action
and arrest of their activists.

~ Jaunyatabadi
Muktijoddha

Dal formed

Bangladesh Jatiyatabadi
Muktijoddha Dal has formed a
101 -member central executive
committee of the organisation
with State Minister for Youth
and Sports Sadek Hossain and
Dr Aminul Haque as its presi-
dent and general secretary re-
spectively, reports BSS.

A 12-member advisory com-
mittee was also formed with
Minister for Communications
Oli Ahmed, Bir Bikram, as the
chief adviser.

The central convening com-
mittee of the Jatiyatabadi Muk-
tijoddha Dal In a general meet-
ing held at its central office here
Monday unanimously formed
the executive and the advisory
committees.

The other members of the
advisory committee are Wing
Commander (Retd) M Hamidul-
lah Khan, MP. Manzur Morshed
Khan. Minister for Industry A M
Zahiruddin Khan. Whips of the
Jatiya Sangsad Advocate Md
Abdul Karim, and Mohammad
Shahjahan Mia, Deputy Minis-
ter for LGRD and Cooperatives

Mohammad Abdul Hye Abdur
Rauf Chowdhury, MP, Prof Ab.
dul Hafiz, MP, Mohammad
Redwan Ahmed MP Rezaul
Karim. MFP and State Minister
for Land Mohammad Kabir
Hossain

Alleged killer
of Badal held

Police acting on a tip ar-
rested an alleged killer of Chha-
tra League leader Moniruzza
man Badal from a house at Ja-
trabari in the early hours yes-
terday reports UNB.

The arrested was identilied
as Mirmal Goswami. son of Noni
Gopal Goswami of Gobindapur
village under Matlab thana of
Chandpur district

Moniruzzaman Badal cen-
tral organising secretary of pro-
Awami League Chhatra League,
was gunned down on the Dhaka
University campus on January
10 last year

Khaleda
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grass-roots level to help the
government implement the de
velopment programmes

She said no indiscipline
would be tolerated within the
party and stern action would be

taken against th who would
break any disclipline of the
party

Puring her visit. the Prime
Minister was accompanied by
State Minister for Finance Maoji-
hor Rahman, Helaluddin Tahsk-
dar Lalu MP, Habibur Rahman
MF. and Shahinara Hug MP.

SAARC activities for
'94 finalised

The SAARC Programme
Committee has finalised its rec-
ommendations on. calendar of
activities of the Integrated Pro-
gramme of Action (IPA) of the
association for 1994, reports

UNB.

The recommendations will be

submitted to the standing
committee which begins a
three-day deliberation today to
adopt the agenda for the meet-

ing of the SAARC Council of
Ministers.

The two-day meeting of the
Foreign Ministers of the SAARC
countries will begin here on
Saturday to review the progress
of the forum's activities and de-
termine its future course of ac-
tion. :

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, the current chair-
person of the seven-nation
SAARC, will inaugurate the
meeting at the International
Conference Centre (ICC).

The amme Committee,
which held two sessions here
yesterday, also reviewed the

progress of calendar of activi-
ties of the current year, a se-
nior official of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs told newsmen at

a briefing.
Director General (SAARC)
Ashfaqur Rahman, who

presided over the meeting as
the current chairman of the
Programme Committee, said
that the meeting had drafted a
budget of nearly US dollar
700,000 for next year for the
association.

The IPA covers the activities
of the existing 12 technical
committees of the SAARC which
generally deal with seminars,
workshops and academic dis-
cussions on the subjects con-
cerned. %

There are technical commit-
tees on agriculture, communi-
cations, education and culture,
environment, health and popu-
lation, metecrology, drug traf-
ficking and drug abuse, rural
development, science and tech-

nology. tourism, transport and

women development.

JS discusses bills
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Opposition members argued.

Winding up opposition dis-
approval motions on three
identical ordinances extending
till January 1995 the time for
holding election to the hill dis-
trict local government councils,
the Foreign Minister said dia-
logue with tribal leaders con-
tinued for reaching a political
solution. .

The tribal leatlers had sug-
gested that the elections should
be deferred till return of the
Chakmas who fled to Tripura in
India, he added.

Mostaflz expressed the hope
that the government would be
able to find a solution to the
problems of the hill districts
within the fime extended
through the ordinance

He pointed to the efforts be
ing made by a committee that
includes some opposition MPs
to devise a political solution
through talks with the tribal
leaders. It has been meeting
with the Parbatya Chattagram
Jana Sanghati Samity leaders
to thrash the differences

Refuting oppesition criti
cism, the Foreign Minister said
extension of time for holding
election to the hill districts local
government parishads through
ordinances was in tune with the
constitutional provision

The House witnessed a briel
but ltvely debate on procedural
matter in taking up the bills in
which opposition stalwarts. in

cluding Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad.
Sudhangshu Shekhar Haldar
{AL), Salahuddin Kader Chow-
dhury (NDP) and Ansar Ali
[Jamaat) took part. The debate
was initiated by Abu Lais Mo-
hammad Mobin Chowdhury [(JP)
who, quoting relevant rules,
contended that the bills could
not be taken up by the House
without giving adequate time.

Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni who was in the
chair adjourned the House for
five minutes. The recess over,
Speaker Shaikh Razzak All suc-
ceeded in taking the House with
him for continuing discussioy
on the bills.

Earlier in the evening Oppo-
sition Chief Whip Mohammad
Nasim demanded a day's dis-
cussion in the House on the gri-
evances of workers and alar-
ming increase of mad accidents

as this was discussed in the !

advisory commitiee meeting.
The Deputy Speaker Huma-
yun Khan Papni said he would

convey the message to the
Speaker

Ebadur Rahman Chowdhury
(JP}. rising on a point of order.
wanted to know about the fate
of the notices on adjournment
motion submitted by eight
Jatiya Party MPs for creating a
new division in the greater
Sylhet

The Speaker. Shalkh Razzak
Ali, adjourned the House at
9 34 pm till 4:00 pm today

Widespread unrest in
Gaza : 56 injured

KHAN YUNIS [(Occupied

. Gaza Strip), Nov 30 Angered by

Israeli army attacks on the
PLO's Fatah Hawks Palestini
ans blocked roads Tuesday and
threw rocks at soldiers. who
fired back and wounded 56
people in the worst unrest since
the signing of the PLO lsrael
peace accord, reports AP

The simmering rebellion of
young militants threatened to
undercut PLO leader Yasser
Arafat's control of the Gaza
Strip and further imperiled

peace negotiations that are re
portedly at an impasse

Fatah said In Tunis on
Tuesday it would not order an
end to violence in the Gaza
Strip before five of its Hawks
leaders arrested on Monday
were freed.

“The Hawks will not be
committed to the order to stop
unrest until five of their mili
tants, including Hawks chief
Taysir Bardini. are freed.

"There will be no restraint (of
violence) if Israel does not stop
its measures,” a spokesman for
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat's
Bureau for Gaza Strip Affairs
told Reuters.

"We call on the PLO leader
ship to immediately stop the
talke with lsrael.” sajd a wall
slogan in Rafah signed by the
Fatah Hawks, military wing of
Arafat's Fatah faction.

“The peace process will not
tie our hands from going back
to the armed struggle ™ said a
leaflet signed by Shabiba, Fa

tah s yoyth movement

Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra
bin. who was in Paris on Tues-
day. said he regretted the army
clashes with Arafat's followers
He vowed to press ahead with
talks on Implementing the
Palestinian autonomy accord
while conceding that opposition
to the peace process was in
creasing among Palestinians
and Israelis alike

1 regret any act of violence

and of terror in that sector.”
Rabin said
Arafat under fire

PLO leaders met Tuesday to
discuss the stumbling auton-
omy talks with Israel as PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat came
under attack even from long
time allies over his handling of
the negotiations

Officials in the Palestine Lib-
eration Organization. who spoke
on condition of anonymity, said
Arafat called the emergency
meeting of the group's executive
commitiee after the latest critd-
cism.

The sources said Mahmoud
Abbas, who signed the auton
omy agreement with lsraeli For
eign Minister Shimon Peres in
Washington on September |3
had expressed discontent over
Arafat’'s handling ol negotiations
on implementing the accord

If their reports are correct,
Abbas would be the highest
ranking PLO official to challenge
Arafat over the agreement

Street drama
festival begins
today

By Staff Correspondent

A week-long street drama
festival on the War of Liberation
begins today at the Central
Shaheed Minar in the city.

Organised by Somoy, a cul-
tural organisation, the festival
will be inaugurated by Jaha-
nara Imam at 4 pm while poet
Begum Sufia Kamal will be the
chief guest.

Discussion meeting will be
held on the occasion every day
till December 7. Abdus Samad
Azad, A K Khandker, Maj Gen
(Retd) Shafiullah, Bir Uttam,
Maj (Retd) Rafiqul Islam, Bir Ut-
tam, Col (Retd) Kazi Nuruzza-
man, Col (Retd) Abu Osman
Chowdhury, Maj Gen (Retd) C R
Dutt, Abdur Razzak MP, Kazi
Aref Ahmed, Tofael Ahmed,
Kader Siddiqui, Bir Uttam, and
others will take part irt the dis-
cussion.

Thirty drama groups includ-
ing Somoy, Nagarik, Theatre,
Dhaka Theatre, Arannayak and
Dhaka Padatik will perform in
the festival.

On the first day today, So-
moy, Meghdut and Dhaka The-
atre will stage three plays:
'Ekhane Akhone', Tamasa’, and
‘Ekattorer Pala’, respectively.

JCD leader
expelled

from JU unit

By JU Correspondent

A Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) leader of ‘the Jahan-
girnagar University unit was
expelled from the organisation
yesterday for alleged terrorism
and extortion.

Shamsul Tabriz Mithu — a
third year student of the Sta-
tistics Department of the
university who was expelled
was ‘the Assistant General
Secretary of the JU unit of the
JCD. a student wing of the
ruling BNP. He was also a
former General Secretary of the
Jahangirnagar University Cen-
tral Students Union (JUCSU).

Central President and a
senior Vice President of the
JCD, Fazlul Haque Milon and
Moniruzzaman Monir respec-
tively and the JU unit President
of the organisation Masud
Hassan Talukder in a meeting
held on the campus yesterday

took the decision to expel
Mithu.

The JCD leaders in the
meeting brought 17 allegations
including terrorism, extortion,
intervention in the university
administrative affairs against
Mithu.

Patgram Govt
College closed

LALMONIRHAT, Nov 30: Pat-
gram Government Degree Col-

lege was declared closed sine
die following a clash between
the activists of two rival student
organisations on Monday which
left 10 injured, reports UNB.

Campus sources said the
trouble ensued when a female
worker of the Chhatra League
tore down a cartoon poster on
Sheikh Hasina and Ershad
pasted by the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal.

Both the student groups
chased each other with lethal
weapons. Police rushed to the
college campus and brought the
situation under control.

Authorities closed the college
for an indefinite period and
asked the students to leave
their hostel immediately after
the violence.

Three of the injured —
Ekramul and Hafizar of the JCD
andl Afzal Hossain of the BCL —
were admitted to the local hos-
pital.

Cong leading
From Page 1 Col 8

Congress-1 won from Bargi by a
alender margin of 350 votes.

The Communist Party of
India today announced that it
would extend support to the SP-
BSFP combine in Uttar Pradesh.

in a statement issued here
today. the CP] said it had in-
formed the UP governor of its
decision to support the combine
this morning

The verdict of the people in
UP is that the BJP should not
be allowed to come back to
power in the state because of its
communal and anti-people
policies, it said.

Conforming to the people’s
verdict, the CPl in the UP
assembly would support the
claim of the SP-BSP which has
emerged as the largest aliance,
it said.

Meanwhile. the Janata Dal
tonight decided to extend sup-
port to the SP-BSP combine to
form its government in Uttar
Pradesh.

This follows a telephonic talk
between the Samajbadi Party
leader, Mulayam Singh Yadav,
between and the Janata Dal
president, S R Bombai.

Dal sources said Yadav
sought Janata Dal support for
formation of the SP-BSP com-
bine government

JD had decided to support
the SP BSP combine in Uttar
Pradesh and the Congress (I) in
Rajasthan to keep the BJP out

of power

| tance  to Pakistan,
| Departinent said Monday, re-
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European security
confce opens

ROME. Nov 30: Foreign Ministers of more than 50 countries
opened a European Security Conference today expected to focus

on Russia's bid to take on a peacekeeping role throughout the
former Soviet Union. Diplomats said the other main theme of

the two-day conference would be the nuclear | Ukraine h
inherited from the Soviet era, which the intmtﬁgyma’l cumm:?
nity wants Kiev to dismantle, reports Reuter.

Clinton defends meeting
with Rushdie

WASHINGTON, Nov 30: President Clinton said Tuesday he
meant no disrespect to Muslims by meeting British author
Salman Rushdie at the White House, but said he thinks he
"made the right decision”. Clinton conceded that some of his ad-
visers had recommended against such a meeting, but he said he
wanted to underscore the importance of freedom of speech and
other constitutional guarantees in this country. Clinton said his
meeting with the controversial author — whose writings have
been condemned in the Islamic world — demonstrated the im-
portance he places on US constitutional freedoms of religion

and speech, reports AP.

New US aid policy won't
rid Pakistan of sanctions

WASHINGTON, Nov  30:
Changes in US foreign aid pol-
icy will not mean a resumption
of economic and military assis-
the State

ports AFP.
"Pakistan would continue to

- be subject to sanctions along

the lines of the Pressler
Amendment under the admin-
istration's new proposal” for for-
eign aid criteria, department
spokeswoman Christine Shelley
told reporters.

The United States suspended
economic and military assis-
tance to Pakistan in 1990 under
the Pressler Amendment, which
specifically ocutlawed aid to
Pakistan because of its nuclear
programme.

President Bill Clinton has
said he wants to overhaul the
entire system of US foreign aid.

Foreign secretaries
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airport that all members were
looking forward to the meeting
and added that Pakistan would
contribute to make the
ministers’ meeting "successful”.

Asked about SAPTA, Khan
said all members agreed on this
in the last summit and it was
necessary to move on thie issue
step by step rather than making
progress in haste,

Replying another.question
on nuclear issue, he said
Pakistan was keen to make
South Asia a nuclear-free zone.

Next to arrive was Bhu-
tanese Foreign Secretary Dasho
T J Rixin, who said SAARC
progress was "smooth” and
Dhaka meeting would serve as a
step forward towards the
strengthening of the SAARC
brotherhood and cooperation.

Shri Lankan Foreign Sec-
retary B P Tilakaratne told
newsmen that it was a matter of
gratification that the SAARC
activities moving meaningfully
to the benefits of the member
states.

"We have covered a lot of
ground by this time and we also
witnessed some activities
during the interregnum of the
last summit and the coming
meeting of the foreign
ministers,” he said.

Salah Shihab, who is the
Deputy Foreign Minister of
Maldives and acts as the
Foreign Secretary, arrived in the
afternoon.

“The SAARC foreign minis-

terial meeting will give us the
opportunity to review our
activities', he told newsmen
adding that the progress of the
SAARC had been," reasonably
good”.
" The Foreign Secretary of
Nepal, Yadav Kant Silwal, said
that the SAARC council of
ministers' meeting has created
optimism all over the region.

Talking to BSS at Zia
International Airport on his
arrival here to take part in the
meeting, Silwal said that
meetings held in Dhaka pro-
duce 'concrete achievements
and added, "especially the last
summit produced positive

achievements.’

Hasina
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The Leader of the Opposition

promised. if AL went to power it
would restructure the Local

Government to make it.more
the Union, Thana and District
Parishad Offices and the district
administration will be run by an
elected governor,” she ex-
plained.

She added. by restructuring
the Local Government, democ-
racy would be institutionalised
at the grassroots level in the
country where all the people
would be able to share power.

Hasina demanded repeal of

the Indemnity and the Anti-
Terrorismn Bills, withdrawal of
cases under the Anti Terrorism
Act against AL activists, stop-
ping of labour retrenchments,
controlling price hike, re-open-
ing of the closed mills and in-
dustries and lowering the prices

ol agricultural inputs.
A procession, brought out

from the GPO after the rally,

ended at the Mouchak crossing
AL will hold a rally at the

Panthapath on December 6.

laying down broad objectives
instead of the often conflicting
policy goals of the could war
years,

= "These include promoting
prosperity and sustainable de-
velopment, building demo-
cracy. promoting peace,
providing humanitarian assis-
tance, and supporting US
diplomacy,” Shelley said.

In answer to questions, she
said that no countries would be
specifically named as targets of
sanctions in the new policy be-
ing sent to Congress.

But Shelley said this did not
mean the restrictions on aid to
Pakistan would be lifted.

"We have said ... that the
absence of any country-specific
language should not be inter-
preted as a change in US policy
toward any particular country.”
Shelley said.

The new foreign assistance
system "does not indicate any
weakening in the administra-
tion's desire to check nuclear
proliferation in South Asia
Pakistan will still continue to be
subject to the sanctions under
the administration's proposal.”

Pakistan would be covered
by "generic foreign aid sanc-
tions" in the draft proposal sent
to Congress in retaliation for
acts such as “"gross human
rights violations, terrorism, nu-
clear proliferation,” Shelley said.

Asked about other countries
that might be iargeted, Shelley
said she had no information,
adding in response to a ques-
tion about India "I have nothing

specific on India.”

Hartal in Sylhet
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headquarters yesterday and
today.

A big rally was heid at the
Court-Point this afternoon with
Advocate Syed Abu Nosor, con-
venor of the action committee,
in the chair. It was addressed,
among others, by former Mi-
nister Dewan Farid Gazl, Poura
Chairman A F M Kamal,
president of the Bar Association
Advocate Abdur Gafur. Iftekhar
Hossain Shamim, Aziz Ahmed

‘Selim. Professor Mohammad

Shafique, Jiten Sen, and Shoeb
Chowdhury.

However, no untoward inci-
dent was reported from any-
where in the region during the
hartal hours.

New gas co
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to the GTC.

Informed sources said that
to meet the expenditure of the
new company, the government
will reduce its share in the gas
tariff. Government share of gas
price will be reduced to 55 per
cent from the existing 62, di-
verting five per cent to the GTC
and another two per cent to the
BAPEX. another subsidiary
company of Petro-Bangla, the
source added

Industﬁal complex
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from the US Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) or simi-
lar government organisations of
the exporting country, that all
consignments of raw materials
(paper wastes) to be imported
do not contain any hazardous
materials and present it to the
government., the sources

pointed out.

The company also agreed to
undertake adeguate waste dis-
posal and emission control
measures to the satisfaction of
the environmental authority of
Bangladesh and informed that
it has already established a
similar industrial complex Iin
the US state of Pennsylvania
under the stringent environ-
mental of the EPA.

Furthermore, the sources
added, the company would also
obtain the clearance of the
Environment ministry by sub-
mitting a comprehensive en-
vironmental impact asscssment
before finalisation and impie-
mentation of the project.

Solar Corporation also said
that it would consider the pos-
sibility of establishing addi-
tional industrial wnits with
backward and forward linkages

with the proposed project.



