MADRAS, Nov 29
Ramesh Krish
nan. a dazzling
jewel in the Indian
tennis crown, tod
ay announced his
effective retirement from the
games, reports PTI.

He also demanded the resig
nation of R K Khanna, presi
dent. All India Tennis Associa-
tion (AITA) while announcing
his withdrawal from the Davis
Cup squad in 'protest’ against
the recent statement of the
AITA.

‘'l unequivocally hold the
AITA president, responsible for
all this. 1 also feel that in the
best interests of Indian tennis,
Khanria should resign.” Ramesh
told reporters at the Madras
Cricket Club.

According to Ramesh, the at-
titude of the AITA towards the
players has gone from bad to
worse.

"Instead of taking advantage

of the hard ed momentum
following the epic victory over
France at Frejus, the AITA with
its ridiculous antagonistic atti-
tude towards the players, poi-
soned the air and let slip a
golden opportunity to give a
fresh thrust to the game."” he
said.
. Describing the recent
charges made against him by
Ramesh Desai, secretary gen-
eral, AITA, as 'most malicious,’
Ramesh said "] knew full well
going into the matches at
Chandigarh that AITA would
look for every possible excuse
not to honour their commit-
ment.”

Thirty-two-year-old Ramesh
Krishnan, who has announced
his retirement from represent-
ing India in Davis Cup ties, was
the only Indian to remain in the
first 100 among ATP ranked
players in the world for 11 con-
tinuous years from 1980.

Ramesh Krishnan, whose ca-
reer was at its brightest during
1986-87, said at a press confer-
ence that he had never dreamt
of assisting India in a Davis

Blair confident

BERLIN. Nov 29:
Speedskater Bon-
nie Blair just
. shakes her head
at the t she
could soon find
herself draped in more Olympic
gold medals than any woman in
US history, reports AP
At the Lillehammer Olympics
in February. Blair is a strong

candidate to win both the 500

afd 1.000-metre sprints. If 6
she will have harvested a record
five gold medals over three
Olympics.

That would be one more trip
atop the victory stand at sport's
premier spectacle than swim-
mer Janet Eyans, runner Eve
lyn Ashford or diver Pat Mc
Cormick have earned

“That's stats for ‘media —
that's not for me.” Blair said “If

Sosa steadies
Inter

ROME, Nov 29 Ruben Sosa
struck a last minute penalty to
earn lnternazionale a 2 2 draw
with Juventus on Sunday night
and spare his side from a sec
ond successive [talian league
defeat, reports Reuter

The Uruguayan had put In
ter ahead In the 33rd minute
with a stunning free-kick, but
second-half goals from Roberto
Baggio and German Andreas
Moeller looked ke winning the
game lor Juventus

The resull lef
points adrift of the top three
Parma. Sampdoria and AC M|
lan

Earlier the big clash be
tween Parma and Milan finished
0-0. allowing Sampdoria (o
jotn thern on 19 potnts with a 3
| victory owver Cremonese

Dutchman Ruud Gullit con
unued his rich vetn of form with
rwo second-hall goals aller
Cremonese had equalised an
earlier eflon from England in
termational David Platt

The league's Lop scorer. An
drea Silenzi. struck twice in
lorines 3-0 win over bottom
ciub Lecce, taking his tally for
the season o || goals

Honours even

ACCRA. Nov 29 = Egypt's
Zamalek held Asanie Kotoko of
Ghana 0-0 in the first-leg of the
African Champtons Cup final at
a heavily policed stadium in
Kumasi on Sunday reports
Reuter

No incidents were reported
as police and soldiers ringed the
pitch and the outside of the
stadium following crowd vio
lence at Kumasi. 250 kms north
of Accra. when Asante Kotoko
clashed with Asec of Ivory Coast
in the semifinals

Home fans in the 60,000 ca
pacity crowd were bitterly dis
appointed with the result after
Asante had dominated for long
spells with Egyptian goalkeeper
Sayed keeping them out with
some brillilant saves

Asante keeper Oseli Kwadwo
also made two crucial saves
from Zamaiek's Nigerian striker
Amonike. one in each half

Both sides. who meet in the
second-leg in Caire in two
weeks' time, are looking for
their third Champions Cup title

Juventus twno -

Cup final. He rated two ol his
matches as memorable — the
first was against Australia in
Oct 1987 — on the third and fi-
nal day of the competition. the
teams had tied two-all after
John Fitzgerald put away a
tired Vijay Amrithraj in the first
of the two reverse singles and
levelied the scores at two-all. So

;

R KRISHNAN

it was a climatic rubber in
which Ramesh Krishnan was
playing Wally Masur. Ramesh_
with a sound backhand, came
back into the game when Masur
quickly walloped a 4-1 lead in
the first set, and went on to put
India in the final.

Another match which was
fresh in his memory was the
one against Rodolphe Gilbert in
France this year.

. Ramesh Krishnan, adept in
tackling tight situations during
matches, became known as the
thinking man's player with in-
tellectual game, shorn of un-
necessary flourish. At its best,
his game was an art of simplic-
ity. After an especially close

you get caught up in something
like that, you'll just be is ap-

pointed if it doesn't work out.”

Blair, by all accounts, re-
mains unaffected by her suc-
cess on the ice. A smile crosses
her face with her own self-de-
scription as a "meat-and-pota-
toes” kind of person.

She first strapped on skates
at age 2. surrounded by a fam-
ily of speedskating enthusiasts.
Four older siblings sprinted
their way to US national cham-
plonships.

Family members remember
the little girl as having slipped
around the ice hockey rink near
their home in the countryside
between Champagne and Ur
bana. IHinocis. all smiles and
blowing kisses.

"It was definitely a family
thing.” said Blair of speedskat
ing. "1 just followed the family
wherever they went. But | al-
ways enjoyed it.”

Not surprising for an athlete
whose first competition was In
"the tiny tots category” at age 4.
Blair says mastering the techni
cal part of her sport has been
cany

But she is working to regain
some lost explosive power in her
sprints aflter a disappointing
last season Al age 29 there's a

question if this can be regained
although Blair has tackled the

problem by refocusing her
training

‘I dont know whether | can
get it back, but ['m doing what

it takes to get It back.” she sald
Al Albertville In 1992, Blair
sweplt both the 500 and | 000

contest, Ramesh would men-
tally go through his perfor-
mance, evaluate his strategy,
re-think his strokes, ponder on
what he might have done better
and formulate a more efficient
games plan next time.

Ramesh, who made his de-
but for India in Davis Cup's
dead rubber against South Ko-
rea in 1977, won the national
title a week later in Calcutta.

For Ramesh, who improved
with age in the game, there was
something magical beautiful,
natural and simple in his style,
with a buoyant rhythm and
motion which lent the game a
touch*artistry.

Winner of the Junior Wim-
bledon in 1979 and Junior
French title later, Ramesh's
other claim to fame was his
reaching the quarterfinal in the
US Open in 1981 and 1987,
and of Wimbledon in 1986,

Later, he brought his best to
defeat Wilander, the defending
champion. in the Australian
Open in 1989,

The world's top player con-
sidered him an opponent who
can never be taken lightly and
acknowledged him as a danger-
ous floater in the draw, yet he
has never been a serious con-
tender for the circuit's top.

In early 1986, Ramesh's
game underwent a significant
change. He developed a back-
hand which became the most
lethal weapon in his arsenal
and tilted the balance of his
style towards aggression. With
his forehand improving consid-
erable, his classic backhand re-
turns, a shot exclusively at-
tributed to him. became difficult
to beat.

Ramesh Krishnan's Davis
Cup record was not in keeping
with his reputation and ranking’
in 1986-87, but today it stands
at 27 victories and 18 losses.
Ramesh, who had represented
India in the Olympic nearly
came within the grasp of bronze
medal in the Seoul Olympics in
1988 when he teamed with Le-
ander Paes in the doubles.

as ever

metres gold medals, but she
has never duplicated the bum-
ing speed she flashed in the
shorter distance at the Calgary
Olympics in 1988.

In earning her first gold
medal, along with a bronze in
the 1.000-metres. Blair skated
a time of 39.10 seconds in the
500 metres. That mark has
never really been approached
sinee by the woimen

"l hope this year | can do it.”
she said. "It's definitely in the
back of my mind

events at the World Cup held in
Berlin in the first meeting this
Olympic season of speedskat-
ing's elite
was chief rival Qiaobo Ye of
China

Qiaobo. who was suspended
after testing positive for a

banned substance in 1988 beat f
nverall _

Blalr to capture the
World Cup last season

Although she enjoys warm
relationships with numerous
other skaters Iin her events
Blair frowns at the mention of
Wiaobo

‘Obviously she has some
thing in her body that 1 don i
dont have any respect for that
she said softly. "1 don't know
anybody that does

When she resumes her gquest

lor Olympic gold Feb 12-27
Blair will not be alone. At least
45 [amily members and friends
will be In Norway to form an
impressive rooting section

| couldn’'t ask for a hetler
support group.” she sald and
laughedd

Norwegian Princess Martha Louise holds the Winter
Olympic Games' torch after it was lit in Morgedal, Norway
on Nov 28. The flame will travel across Norway and reach
Lillehammer when the Games start in February

- AFP photo

| in October
| phia to
| promise of the cubs
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Ramesh Krishnan signs off

\ Pakistan world |

squash champs
KARACHI, Nov 29: Pakistan
captured the World Team
Squash Championship as Ja-
hangir Khan, Zarak Khan and
Jansher Khan all scored victo-

ries Monday over their Aus-
tralian rivals, reports AP.

The legendary Jahangir
Khan, who announced his re-
tirement last week from inter-
national competition, took the
first match over Brett Martin, 6-
9, 9-1, 9-5, 9-3, in 63 minutes.

Zarak Khan topped Rodney
Eyles in five games, 9-4, 9-2, 4-
9. 2-9, 10-9, to assure Pakistan
the title in the best-of-three

competition. Jansher Khan,

who won his fifth World Open
title last week, quickly disposed
of Rod Martin in the final
match, 9-2, 9-0, 9-0.

First time for
Germany

SHEFFIELD, England, Nov
49: Barbara Rittnar and Clau-
dia Porwik presented Germany
with the women's European
Team Tennis Championship for
the first time by beating Dutch
pair Kristie Boogert and
Stephanie Rottier 2-0 in Sun-
day's final, reports Reuter.

Porwik defeated rt 7-
5, 6-3 while Rittner overcame
Rottier 7-5, 6-2, leaving the
Dutch runners-up for a second
successive year,

Opportunity
knocks

LAS VEGAS, Nov 29: A pair
of California College track
coaches, Erv Hunt and Deanne
Vochatzer, were named the US
Olympic coaches for the 1996
Atlanta Games, USA Track and
Field announced on Sunday,
reports Reuter.

Hunt, 46. has coached at the
University of California for the
last 22 years and served as an
assistant coach on the 1992 US
Olympic team in Barcelona.

A high school star in foot-
ball. basketball and track who
played two seasons as a defen-
sive back for the national foot-
ball league Green Bay Packers,
Hunt has produced three NCAA
champions and more than 50
all-Amricans at California.

Hunt is considered one of
the nations top hurdled
coaches.

Vochatzer, 44 is in her sec-
ond year at University of Cali-
fornia-Davis and served as head
coach for the US women's team

- at last summer's World Uni-

versity Games in Buffalo.
She was a member of the

| 1973 US national team for the
| World University Games as a

| hurdler and the followi
Blair swept both her main | - Ng year

competed on the US field

| hockey squad.

USA track and Field's Inter-

' national Competiti 2

tee also named a pair of Penn

| State coaches to head the US
' team for the World Champi-

onships in Gothenburg, Swe
den. in 1995.

Hary Groves, a 41-year
coaching veteran, was selected
as men s coach. Teri Jordan,
woimen's coach at Penn State

| since 1988 and a former US

record holder at 5,000 metres.

| will coach the women.

They don't want
to owe up

HOBART. Australia, Nov 29 .
Australian officials are crying
foul over a World Series wager
between the Metro Toronto Zoo
and the Philadelphia Zoo, re
ports AP

In a friendly baseball bet, the
loronto 200 promised the zoo In
Fhiladelphia the loan of two
l[asmanlan devi] joeys If the
Phillies won the series. Like
wise, the Philadelphia Zoo
promised to lend Toronto the

| first pair of white lon cubs born

at Philadelphia if the Blue Jays

| WOIn

The Blue Jays won the series
obliging Philadel
make good on the

Hut Australlan authorities
upset that the Tasmanian devils

| were place at the centre of a

sports bet, on Monday cancelled
shipment to Toronto of four
devils whose offspring were wa
gered

The animals, approved lor

| export Oct |2, were Lo be sen

| to Toronto late this year The
| lierce-looking marsupials are
| found only on the island ol

Tasmania.
We don't export animals 1o

| be part of bets or publicity
| stunts.”
| Authority director Paul Jewell

said Wildlife Protection

®he permit for exporting the
animals to an overseas zoo
states the zo00 will not involve
the animals in any trade or
commercial transaction without
our approval.”

Autharities in Australia had

determined that Torontoe had
suitable facilities (or the devils,
‘but as far as we know,
Philadelphia does not.”

Jewell did not rule out
Toronto being able to house
devils in future, but said the
WPA would be "extremely cau-
tious” In ts dealings with the
200

The Toronto zoo is expected
to reapply for the devils al a
later date

......

g

Dutr:h duo Jacco Eltingh {LJ and Paul Haarhuis (R) huld Lhe trnph after beat.mg the defending champmnb Tndd Wmdbndge
and Mark Woodforde of Australia in the final of the ATP World Doubles Championship in Johannesburg.

— AFP photo

Ma turns attention to men

MANILA. Nov 29:
Chinese coach Ma
Junren., whose
rigorous high-
altitude training
for his women
runners has shattered middle
and long distance world records
this year, is set to launch a
similar programme for male
athletes, reports Reuter.

Ma who is in Manila for the
Asian Track and Field
Championships which start on
Tuesday. said on Monday
preparations were well under
way for a men's training centre
in his Liaoning province.

Ma's runners, ‘the Ma family
army,” have revolutionised
women's athletics and he has
attributed their stunning
achievements to a strict
marathon-style training regime
with traditional Chinese tonics,
including Turle essence,
caterpillar fungus and Ginseng.

"We are preparing to set up

an athletic training centre
which will be located near my
home town iIn Liaoning
province,” he said.

Ma said he had invited an-
other leading coach Liu Qi, to
partner him in the project to
train men middle and long-dis-
tance runners.

"We have also employed six
other coaches to work with me,
so we will make joint efforts to
train top athletes,” he added.

But Ma did not set a time
frame for similar male success,
saying that it took him nearly
24 years to bring the women
runners up to world class from
early experimentation in 1970.

"It will take a long time,
training is like a science.” he
said.

“I have to start at a very fun-

damental stage ... men and
women have different body
shapes.”

Ma said last month a key

factor in his runners success
was intense conditioning in
which athletes copy the running
style of Ostriches and Antelopes
over long distances.

Wang Junxia, still only 20,
who destroyed the world 10,000
and 3,000 metres records at
last month's National Games in
Beijing, is known as the oriental
magic deer in China because of
her running style.

Ma said he wanted to raise
the standard of Asian athletics
in the face of what he said was
a western view that they would
never be able to catch up.

“] want to raise the technical
standard of Asian athletics .
some western people say Asian
people, especially yellow-race
people. carinot catch up with
the world for long and middle
distance events.”

“That made me angry and
hurt ... 1 have therefore worked
very hard to study these
events,”™ he added.

Salt Lake best for 2002 Games

PARK CITY. Utah
Nov 29: Salt Lakt
| City's bid for the
m ‘ 2002 Olympic
I Winter Games is
the world's stron-
gest, says a high-ranking
member of the International
Olympic Committee, reports AP.

"We all know you have the
best bid and we can be opti-
mistic.” sald Marc Hodler of
Switzerland, who also is presi-
dent of the Association of the
International Sports Federa-
tions.

The 10C will meet in Bu-
dapest. Hungary, in June 1995
to select the host city for the
2002 Games. Competing
against Salt Lake City are Que-
bec and Ostersund, Sweden

Competing cities for the
2002 Games must declare their
candidacy by Feb 1. Olympic
insiders are speculating that
Sion. in southern Switzerland,
may jump into the fray. Salt

Lake lost the 1998 Winter
Games to Nagano, Japan.

Ostersund entered the bid-
ding on Friday, reneging on a
year-old unwritten agreement it
had with Salt Lake City to sup-
port Utah's 2002 efforts. In ex-
change, Salt Lake had promised
to support Ostersund in its bid
for the 2006 Winter Games.

Salt Lake Olympic Bid
Committee president Tom
Weich said Saturday he was not
bothered by Ostersund's defec-
tion, which he viewed as a polit-
ical move to make itsell better
known and enhance its chances
for 2006.

To keep Salt Lake City's bid
in the forefront, Weilch, commit-
tee vice president Dave Johnson
and executive board president
Frank Joklik will travel to
Kuwait for the Asian Olympic
meetings, to Zimbabwe for the
African Olympic meetings and
to Switzerland for presentations
to the IOC's winter sports feder-
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All visits will be wrapped up
in time for the Feb 12 opening
of the 1994 Winter Games in
Lillehammer. Norway. At that
time, cities bidding for 2002 will
begin heavy-duty campaigning
in anticipation of the June 1995
[OC meeting.

Also on Saturday, the bid
committee's executive board
approved a dollar 99 million
deal that would repay Utah tax-
payers for bullding and operat-
ing the winter sports facilities to
be the crown jewels of the bid.

The deal is contingent on
Salt Lake City winning. Money
would come from Olympic ticket
revenues, corporate sponsor-
ships and television-broadcast

rights.

The current owner of the
facilities — the Utah Sports Au-
thority — agreed to the plan
earlier last week. The Utah Leg-
islature will have the final say.
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China, sports
great surprise

MANILA. Nov 29: China will
be the “great surprise” in inter-
national sports because its
huge population can provide an
ennormous pool of world-class
talent, an international sports
official said Monday. reports AP.

Primo Nebiolo, the president
of the International Amateur
Athletics Federation, also said
he did not believe Chinese ath-
letes are using performance-en-
hancing drugs. as has been al-
leged.

“Some results surprise a lot
of people, but they are not sur-
prising us. | trust them,” Nebi-
olo told reporters on the eve of
the 10th Asian Track and Field
Championships

"l believe the great surprise
in the future of sports .... is
China,” he said. "China suarely
will be very strong.”

He said that if Norway. with
a relatively small population,
can set a new world record in
women's marathon. “why not
China with its 1.1 billion peo-
ple?”

The .Asian. izack and. field

| championships witl be held for

| letic Association,
| medal winners would be tested

five days, ending on Saturday

Some 500 athletes from 39
Asian countries will compete in
41 events. China is expected to
dominate the competition.

Nebiolo acknowledged that
doping was a serious problem
for track and field as well as for
all other sports.

Mohammed Hassan, presi-
dent of the Asian Amateur Ath-
said gold

for illegal drug use. The tesis
will be conducted in a labora-
tory in Australia, where urine
samples will be flown from
Manila.

Go Teng Kok, president of
the Philippine Amateur Track
and Field Association. the host
of this year's games. added that
record breakers also would be

| tested for drugs.

Chinese at
the women dis

tes, especially
ance runners,

are expected to go on a record-
breaking spree

CRYPTOQUIP
A | K S C H Z K S W W
WZHK ZB VYFVCWSK FK
DNSKSVHK, PIH PIKAVSKK

B FDSNSC

Yesterday’'s Cryptoquip:
GEON HONORED AT BIG CONFERENCE TOOK A

BOUGH.

Today’s Cryptoq
TheC

letter stands for another. If

ip is a substitution ciphe
you think that X equais O, it

Z BB

SKILLFUL TREE SUR-

uip clue: B equals F

r in which one

will equal O throughout the puzzle. Single letters, short
words and words using an a

locating vowels. Solution is by trial a

ve you clues to
error.

strophe



