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Pak troops clash with
drug traffickers

ISLAMABAD. Nov 29: Pakis-
tani{ paramilitary forces setzed
more than one tonne of oplum
after a gunbattle in north-
western tribal areas on Sunday,
officials said, as the government
moved to ratify the death

penalty for traffickers, reports
Reuter

Local officials said there was
IM of fire be-
tween paramilitary forces and
drug smuggiers in the early
huarlﬂf Sunday in Bajaur
area on the

nﬁhﬂ-mm
fickers escaped.

t’hltrll'

ratories in the tribal areas
wherg Pakistan! law does not

Law Minister Igbal

Pakistan is trying to combat

~its burgeoning drugs trade that

has made it the world's largest
supplier of heroin after Sou-
theast Asia’s notorious golden

i
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Air force bombs Tamil Tigers' boats

COLOMBO, Nov 29: A cru-

cial political ally of Shri Lanka's

ruling party Sunday set a one-
month deadline to win wage
demands for Tamil plantation
wor and hinted I'I'. could

its support to the gov-
ermnmegnt, reports AFP.

The Ceylon Workers' Con-
gress (CWC). with a vote base of
500,000 Tamils of Indian orl

said it would give President

Banda Wijetunga's ad-
ministration one month to
resolve political and trade union

h.#nc decision was taken al a
meeting of the (policy making)
national executive today.™ a
Tamil source sakd. There was no
immediate reaction from the

Tl'tp;:gl vote of the CWC
has been crucial for successive

| United National Party (UNP)

governments to remain In
power for the past 16 years.

Political analysts say the
UNP would be In a major crisis
without the CWC support.

The CWC leaders Thonda-
man. who (s also Tourism
Minister, has been holding talks
with Prime Minister Randl Wie-
kremesinghe and several other
UNP figures in a bit to hammer
out a solution, political sources
said.

Thondaman has been de-
manding higher wages for
plantation workers and accom-
modation in the government for
a breakaway faction of the rul-
ing party, the sources said.

Tamil sources gquoted Thon-
daman as telling the national
executive that progress in his
talks with the government had
been slow and the oulcome 8o

far had been unsatistactory.

Another report says: The
Lankan air force has bombed
Tamil rebel boats crossing a
northern Lagoon. a military

said today.

“The air force engaged some
rebel boats which were on the
Lagoon close to Pooneryn on
Sunday, The said, referring to
the northern military base
which was attacked earlier this
month.

He was unable to give any
casualty figures or the number
of boats involved. It was not
known {f the rebeis had been
plannin; another attack on the

Tht Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE ] almost
overran the Pooneryn base,
across the Lagoon from their
Jaffna peninsula stronghold,

CWC hints at quitting Lankan govt

on November 11. it was the mil-
itary’'s worst defeat in the 10-
year-old war

The Tigers are fighting for a

state in the north and

east for the 2.5 million Tamil
minority community

Military sources said 637
soldiers and sailors were killed
or missing in the Fooneryn at-
tack while the LTTE said it
kilied 1.000 soildiers and lost
411 of its own fighters.

Traffic across the Jaffna La
goon is banned by the military.
But ctvilians. who say they have
no options., travel across in
fishing boats accompanied by
Rahel vessels

If the LTTE had been suc-
cessful in pushing the military
out of Pooneryn. it would have
had unhindered access across
the Lagoon to the mainland.

6 die as Norwegian gas

ship explodes in ROK

SEOUL. Nov 29: Six people
were killed and at least 10 seri-
ously injured Monday in an ex-
plosion aboard a Neorwegian-
registered liquified petroleum.
5- carrier, police said. reports

docked for repairs at the
Hyundai Mipo Drydock Co. Lid.
al Ulsan, 300 kilometres (186
miles) southeast of Seoul.
Martime police said the dead
included the ship's Norwegian
captain, two Norwegian crew
members and three Koreans.
The Norwegian Embassy de-
clined to release names, pend-
ing notification of next of kin,
The explosion ruptured the
ship's gas tank. and police said
the risk of a secondary explo-

police and firemen were brought
to the scene.

The danger of a new blast
was preventing rescuers from

entering the ship cabin to de-

termine if there were additional
casualties, maritime police said.

The ship carried a crew of 28
which included five Norweglans
and 23 from the Philippines,
maritime police said. They said
it had docked at Ulsan last
Thursday for repairs.

The Koreans killed included
Hwang Sung-Ha, 36, the dock
assistant manager, Cho Dae-
hoon, 32, a worker and Kim
Chong-Sang, a dock worker,

« police said.

The Hyundal drydock is the
largest ship repair facility in
Korea. Company officials said

sion remained high. The docks  they had never had a major ac-
were sealed and hundreds of cident.

1500 PLA men to join police:

Some 1,500 Palestinian fighters based in Iraq are preparing to
join the Palestinian police force being set up in the Israeli-
occupied territories, the PLO's

Al-Ahmed said Sunday, AFP

representative Azzam
from

The fighters, members of the Palestine Ub:ratiunm;rﬂ

the PLO's armed wing

— were due to have travelled to Jordan in

the past few days, but wivere delayed because of problems
which emu-gc:d at the lsraeli-Palestinian negotiations in Cairo,

15 dmwned in India=ﬂ.hut 15 persons,

mostly women and children. drowned when the tractor trolley
on which they were travelling fell into a pond near village Baison
Khera under Bighapur police station circle near Unnao early
yesterday, PTI reports from Unnao.

Official reports said the 45 passengers were going to

Kuluhagarh ghat for taking a dip in the river Ganges on the
occasion of Kartik Poornima when their troliey turned turtle on

the culvert of a deep pond.

Some of the pcopltmmgtdtnswimuhmwhﬂ:wnmm
nndctﬂklrmdmmndinttmdccppond

Zemin in Lisbon: chinese president Jiang
Zemin arrived on late Sunday for his first official visit to a
European Communjty country since the 1988 Tianahmen
from Lisbon.

Jiang Zemin, who is on a 24-hour visit, mmctatuuhunu

Square massacre, AFP
military airport by his

Mario Soares.

The two men are to discuss the future of the Chinese enclave
of Macao, which has been administered by Lisbon since 1557.
But is due to be ceded to Beijing in 1999. Jing Zemin returns to

Beijing Monday night.

Escobar famil

Germany refuses tourism visa

wanted Colombian drugs king

refused visa:

Xllﬂl}" to four of the family of

pin Pablo Escobar, after thcy

arrived at Frankfurt Airport, mtchiﬁufﬂ::hudu-puhncﬂmu
Severin said, AFP from Frankfurt.
He added that Escobar's wife, Maria Victoria Henao De

Escobar. her daughter Manuela, her son Juan Pablo,

and his

Fiancee Ochoa Sanchez would remain under police protection
untﬂadmhadhemﬂndﬁurthdrdepnﬂumﬁ'nmﬂmmn}r.

Militants kill 17 peo

Seventeen people. including an l.-.ig:ht-

ple in Algeria:

year-old girl, have died in

violenece across Algeria during the past five days. the official

news agency APS said on Sunday, Reuter reports :
force sources, APS said "terrorists”— the

Quoting security

from

official term for Muslim militants — had killed seven civilians,
including the girl and her father, in attacks since Wednesday.

It said that three security force personnel, including a police
officer, die in clashes with fundamentalists since Wednesday.

Bothmer dies of cancer: scnad v

Bothmer, an expert in ancient

art, died of cancer. He

was Bl, AP reports from New York.
Bothmer, a New York University professor known for his

expertise

in Egyptian sculpture of the Late Period

fapproximately 750 BC to 100 AD), died Wednesday at New
York University Medical Center.

The Manhattan resident began teaching

at New York

University in 1960 and was named the Lila Acheson Wallac
professor of Ancient Egyptian Art in 1982. He taught until two

weeks before his death.

Reshuffle in
Turkish cabinet

ANKARA, Nov 29: Turkish
Prime Minister Tansu' Ciller
reshuffled her cabinet on Sun-
day, changing five ministers of
her own True Path Party (DYP),
reports Reuter.

Ciller, who took office in
June, made no ehanges among
ministers of her coalition gov-
ermment’s junior partner, the
Social Democrat Populist Party,
Anatolian news agency re-
ported.

She replaced Rifat Serarogiu
wlth Kazim Dinc as Health
Minister and named four new
ministers o : state, Ali Sevki
Arek. Me

dulbaki Atac and Nurhan Te-
kina.

All Yilmaz, Ab--

Gulf governments accuse Asian maids of abusing

ABU DHABI, Nov 29: Stung
bylﬂnadnfunfawumhhre-

ports in intermational media '

lbnuj the maltreatment of
Asian domestic helpers, Guif

A recent police study pub-

lished in Dubai details some of .

the crimes allegedly committed
by Asian maids against their
empw Theynrtamunddf

h:-mhiredtulmk

%

People hulding‘ portrmta of lrnql leader Saddam Hussain celebrlte the arrival uf a Cypnnt

freighter carrying foodstuffs on Friday at the port of Umm Qasr.

BQ.EFI] Major UN project to dismantle

— AFP photo

Iraqg’s war machine likely

UNITED NATIONS, Nov, 29:
UN and Iragi officials this week

. begin devising plans for long-

tenmn monitoring of Iraq's indus-
tries in what could be the last
major UN project in dismant-
ling Baghdad's war machine,

reports Reuter,
But Iraq's Deputy Prime

Minister, Tareq Aziz, whose visit
resulted in acceptance of the
crucial monitoring programme,
fears that no matter what his
country does the United States
will influence the UN to delay
lifting the embargo on oil
exports. -

Permitting the sale of oil is
linked to Iraq's compliance on
the weapons-monitoring progra-
mme.

The sanctlons, imposed

shortly after Iraq's troops in-

vaded Kuwait in August 1990,
include host of other demands.

such as recognising the Kuwaiti
border and accounting for all

missing Kuwaitis.

Bowing to the Security
Council's continuous refusal to
ease the sanctions, Iraq for-

mally agreed Friday to longterm
monitoring of its arms potential.

Rolf Ekeus, chairman of the
UN Special Commission (UNS-
COM], in charge of scrapping
Iraq’s weapons of mass des-
truction, estimates he would
need about six months to put
the monitoring programme into
place after the parties agree on
plans to survey Iraq's industries
that nfight be converted to

use in the future.

UNSCOM may ask for some

factories to be dismantled and

is bound to watch where and
how teams of sciFntists and
military engineers are emp-
loyed.
If UNSCOM reports to the
Security Coun<il 1t has com-
pleted its work. the Council is
obligate to consider seriously
lifting the oil embargo, which

has cripple Iraq's economy.

Aziz has objected several
times to the long waiting period
that Ekeus says he needs to
determine whether Iragis inter-
fere with the monitoring project.

Aziz believes the six-month
wait came because of pressure
from the Clinton adminis-
tration, which he fears will
continue to block any easing of
sdnctions.

Ghali’s envoy may mediate
Afghan ceasefire

KABUL, Nov 29: The per-
sonal representative of the
United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral for Afghanistan and Pak-
istan, Sotiris Mousouris, and
two other foreign delegations,
arrive in Kabul on Sunday, For-
eign Ministry officials said, re-
ports AFP.

Mousouris. who is on a two-
day official visit, will have talks
with President Burhanudin
Rabbani, Prime Minister Gul-
buddin Hekmatyar. former
Defence Minister Ahmad Shah
Masocod, and Shi'ite faction
leader Abdul Ali Mazari.

*" Mousouris might talk

about a ceasefire with the offi-

cials he meets but he didn't
come here to mediate a cease-
fire.” said a senior Afghan offi-
cial. ¢

He was referring to the
month-long fighting between
the armed forces of Hekmatyar
and Masood, who are battling
for control of the Tagoh valley
east of Kabul.

“"Mousouris {s here to accel-
erate the process of U.N aid to
Afghanistan, especially to the

' peoplenfﬂabtﬂsfurthemnﬂng

winter,” another official noted.

His programme for today is
understood to be of a personal
nature, including a wvisit to
Kabul famous museum, which
has been subjected to bom-
bardment and looting.

From [tz = four-man dele-
gation headed by the Director of
the Asian Department of the

270 more Khmers
defect to govt

PHNOM PENH, Nov 29:
Another 270 Khmer Rouge
guerillas defected to the gov-
ernment over the weekend,
bringing the total to more than
3,000 in three months, a senior
government official said today,
reports AFP.

The surrender accompanied
a conciliatory gesture by the
guerilla leaders, whqg said
Sunday that they wanted to
talk to the Cambodian gov-
ernment about what they called
the ‘fine inttiative’ by King
Norodom Sihanouk to swap the
guerillas’ zones of control for
_ministerial posts,

Foreign Ministry flew into Kabul
on a four-day visit., and from

Paris, the new French Charge
d'Affaires, Didier Leroy, also ar-
rive in the capital Sunday
morning.

Leroy, a fluent Persian-
speaker who served as consul
in Kabul from 1980-84, and
who was in charge of the Pak-
istan and Afghanistan desks of
the French Foreign Ministry
from 1889-90, will stay for two
weeks in Kabul.

The purpose of my visit is to
re-establish the ties of
French friendship which
in 1921 'Leroy told AFP.

A senior Afghan Foreign
Ministry source stated that a
promised ceasefire to the Tagob
fighting is stalled due to irrec-
oncilable differences between
the factions.

But Hekmatyar is calling for

a special arbitration commis- -

sion to settle for once and for all
these differences between his
Hazb-i-1slami faction and Ma-
sood’'s personal Shoora-i-Nazar
factipn.

Prosecutor fired
for beating
witness in Japan

TOKYQ, Nov 28: A prosecu-
tor accused of beating a wit-
ness during gquestioning in a
major bribery scandal was fired
Monday in the first case of its
kind In Japan. AP.

Although human rights
groups and lawyers in Japan
have esften charged authorities
with violent interrogation tac-
tics, Hitoshi Kanazawa is the
first Japanese prosecutor to be
fired for using violence against
a witness. according to Justice
Ministry records.

Kanazawa, 33, is accused of
slapping a lumber company ex-
ecutive and ‘threatening to
throw him out a |12th-floor win-
dow during an October 14 inter-
rogation that was part of a
bribery scandal involving con-
struction executives and politi-
clans.

The executive, whose name
has not been disclosed, sued
the government November 8.
saying his cuts required two
stitches and a week of treat-
ment to repair.

“For a proseculor to have
used such violence against a
witness |s Impermissible in a
country ruled by laws,” saild
Justice Minister Akira Mikazuki
in announcing the firing.

Mikazuk! sald he was
“shocked™ by the affair and
added that Kanaraqa may be
subject to criminal prosecution.

The minister denled that
Kanazawa's actions reflected
COMmIMon practice among prose-
cutors, calling the' case,
"Unique.” 'Japan has no regula-
tions on the length of an
interrogation and the witness’
or suspect’'s lawyer is usually
not present.

Inkatha gives
conditions to
participate

in elections
JOHANNESBURG, Nov 29:

part in national elections and
was expected to present them
Monday to the government, re-
ports AP.

At a meeting of its Central
Committee on Sunday, the
Zulu-based group disavowed a
pact signed by one local Inkatha
branch and the Neo-Nazi white
Arikaner Resistance Movement.

The signing Saturday made
headline news and was por-
trayed by right-wingers as a
historic symbol of black and
white opposition to the African
National Co . Inkatha's
national leadership said the
pact was not sanctioned by the
Central Committee and held no

| &

Because of their mutual op-
position to the ANC and gov-
ernment, Inkatha and right-
wing white groups have formed
a negotiating coalition known as
the Freedom Alliancé. But
Inkatha is reluctant to be por-
trayed as an ally of pro-
apartheid groups and has
sought to win black support by
:t:pping up demands for a
separate Zulu homeland.

At the meeting, Inkatha
leaders reiterated this demand
by listing several conditions
aimed at giving regional gov-
ernments greatér powers in a
new cnnntitutlun

hgdly disfigured aurvhmd after

his parents took him to
for treatment.

Foreign maids are also ac-

cused of smashing children’s

heads against the wall when

they did not sleep and shutting

.them inside freezers to stop
them from crylng. Some em- .

even claimed domestic
helpers used black magic to
force children to extend work
contracts.
This first-ever study by the

police was prompted by allega-

tions of sexual abuse and tor-*

ture levelled against their Arab
employers by maids from Asian
countries like the Philippines
and Shri Lanka.

Independent observers say
that although there are proba-

bly instances where migrant
domestics abuse children, this
is far outnumbered by the
mistreatment of maids by em-
ployers. They say in many cases,
cruelly-treated maids take out
their anger on their young
wards,

The Gulf country where vio-
lence against domestics seems
most common in Kuwait, where
about 150,000 Asian women
work.As many as 10,000 are
Fihpinos whose knowledge of
English combined with their
catholic make them
among the most sought after by
Arab employers.

In July, 400 Filipino maids
who accused their employers of
abuse Qave returned home in
batches under a Kuwait-gov-

ernment funded repatriation
programme. Their return coin-
cided with the repatriation from
Kuwait in early July of 20
Indian maids.

Since April 1992, Kuwait has
sent home a thousand Asian
workers who sought refuge in

their embassies after fleeing

Kuwaliti officials dismiss the
allegations of sexual and physi-
cal abuse as either fabricated or
exaggerated. The maids are
prepared to go to any lengths to
wriggle out of contracts and re-
turn home they say.

They point to the arrest and
sentencing on mid-July of a
Kuwaiti man and his Lebanese
wife for killing their Filipino
maid as proof that criminals are

brought to justice.

The maid Sonia of Panama
died in March in a Kuwaiti
hospital. She was already in a
coma when she was admitted

and bore the marks of severe .

burns and beatings.

Earlier, a Jordanlan couple
were sentenced ta 10 years im-
prisonment by a Kuwail court
for causing the death of another
Filipino maid through starva-
tion and beatings. There sen-
tence has since been reduced to
two after an appeal.

News of Asian domestics
jailed for theft or nabbed by the
police because after deserting
employers is often reported in
the Gulf press,

In June, a Fillpino maid was
beheaded in Saudi Arabia for

Lior Buily Btar 5
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Angolan talks enter
critical stage

LUSAKA Nov 28 Talks to

negotiators from

Angola’s government and its

UNITA rebel foes made ng
comment! as they silently en-
tered Lusaka's Mulungushi con-
ference centre. venue of the
meeting. shortly after 10 am
0800 GMT).

Dipiomatic sources monitor-
ing the slow-moving talks in
Zambia's capital Lusaka _4
Beye wanted the meeting to end
this week

The sources said LUNITA
which has fought a brutal war
against the government since
Angola s Independence f[rom
Portugal in 1975 wanted it8

guerillas to form 50 per cent of

a new national army
But the t. which

won elections judged free and
fair by the UN last year but
which UNITA disputes, held out
for a much smaller rebel mput,
they said

OfT the Record

Sex before marriage
not at all wrong

LONDON: British attitudes to sex marriage and single
parenthood have become significantly more liberal during the
recent years of conservative government, according lo a survey
reported by the Independent newspaper yesterday, says Reuter

Attitudes to: adultery and pre-marital sex are now markedly
more permissive Half of those polled believed sex before

marriage was “not at all wrong® compared with just 42 per cent

in 1987.

Only 44 per cent thought having sex with someone nther
than their pariner was always wrong compared with 59 per

cent 10 years ago.

Almost half, Including 55 per cent of women. [elt single
mothers could bring up a child as well as a married couple

Eighty-three per cent believed politiclans were in no position
to advise other people about morality *

But there were some signs of support for Prime Minister
John Major's recently launched campaign for a return to

traditional values in society

Mao's life on sliver of ivory

BEWING: After six months of toiling

Chinese artist Li Qicl

has unveiled a tribute to Mao Zedong on the 100th anniversary
of his birth, but good luck finding it. reports AFP

Li, a well-known

engraver; has carved 10 portraits of differ-

ent periods in the great helmsman's life on a fan-shaped sliver
of ivory measuring just five square millimetres, the Wenhui

daily said on Monday.

But the carving can only be admired unr:ler a microscope

with

tion of 200 times, it added.
A wide array of Mao memorabilia have beern selling

oul

across China. Including jewel-encrusted and ordinary wrist
watches. thermometres. pendants, calendars and T-shirts.

A host of commemorative activities are also planned for thc
anniversary, which falls next mnnth

Deng's new theory

BELJING: Leading Chinese scholars said here yesterd ‘:ﬂ that?
the study of a newly published beok by Deng Xiaoping
them work mdre actively in the social sciences, rcpoﬂs)ﬂnhun.
Scholars from the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS) said at a seminar on the third volume of 'selected works
of Deng Xiaoping' that the book has updated Marxism and

Leninism.

"The best way to serve the construction of socialism lies in

carrying

out the reform and opening policy and invigorating all

positive elements based on Deng's theory." said Hu Sheng,

of CASS.

The third volume of "Selected works of Deng Xiaoping,” con-

taining 119 importan

t articles from the period 1982-92, now is

regarded as a guide line for the construction of socialism here.

Hu said that Deng's new book will help scholars further
emancipate their minds and seek truth from facts.

Only 10 pc believe them

LONDON: The British public trusts journalists as little as
government ministers to tell the truth, according to a survey
published by the Times newspaper on Monday, reports Reuter.

Top of the list of trustworthy professions are doctors and
teachers, both on 84 per cent, closely followed by clergymen and
priests who have slipped five percentage points to 80 per cent

since the last poll in 1983.

The Times said the biggest change had been in the public's

view of journalists.

"The number trusting their veracity has virtually halved
since 1983 and now stands at 10 per cent.” said the newspaper.
Journalists came bottom of the list of 15 professions along with

government ministers.

Mmi Wurld Lmn Hamul 13 uf Jamalm poses mth first
runner-up Miss South Afnu Jacqui Mofokeng (L), 21, and

Miss Philippines Sharmaine Gutierrez, 19, who came third,

at the Sun City superbowl on Saturday.

children

murdering her employer, his
wife and teenage son. The
woman admitted killing them
with a kitchen knife. But
execution, she told officials she
had been rapped by the father
and son.

According to Dubal police
figures, 135 maids were ar-
rested in the first nine months
of last year for being involved in
“illicit sexual relationships.”
Police say the number of cases
of maids found drinking alco-
hol is also increasing,

An estimated 67 per cent of
the maids in the Emirates are
Shri Lankans.The rest are
Indians (23] per cent), Fllipinos

(9 per cent) and Bangladeshis (1
per cent], according to the

Ministry of Planning.

— AFP photo

| Liberal attorney

claims victory

| 1n Honduras polls

TEGUCIGALPA, Nov'29: A
liberal attorney imprisoned by
previous dictatorships was the

apparent winner Sunday of

Honduras' fourth civilian presi-
dential elections since the end
of military rule, reports AP,

After the opposition con-
ceded, Carlos Roberto Reina
claimed victory before a cheer-
ing crowd of Liberal Party fol-
lowers late Sunday, saying: "'We
have won the battle.”

Reina had a lead of roughly
33 per cent to 40 per cent over
Oswaldo Ramos soto of the rul-
ing conservative National h
in a survey of about 100,000
votes from around the country
by two national radio networks.



