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sated with its vibrant vigour
normal preceedings
a packed House yesterday.

The five-day stalemate that
loomed over the Sangsad and
ended through a consensus be-
tween the Opposition and the

benches late Sunday

dominated

powered the government (o

‘exempt any person or class of
persons from payment of land
development tax on agricultural
land of such kind and such
quantity as may be specified.’ It
also extended powers to the

faced by the marginal farmers
and enable them to boost pro-
duction.

The amount collected from
the small land owners under

the development tax does not
play a significant role in the

Samad Azad, who hails from
Sylhet. initiated the discussion

as soon as the session resumed
See page 12 Col 1

36-hour hartal
begins in Sylhet

: : :
— Inside Today Two bills pas Sed by VOICC vote Debate on demand Clarification
for Sylhet divn
Article By Staff Correspondent
ERLE LA L ar amen Omes ., A brief debate took piace in Multitrad
Responsibilities of an Prirme Minietor Khaleda Zia's .
| Parliamentarians— -b . Evpariad codmment o e ¢, states its case
Ex- ‘?I I'allt district _ The Daily Star received a fax
Bmm ' a'galll The $MMum o Toceked i A Verkt ot
mainly be-
by A M-A Mubhith By Staff Correspondent gu':'newtr Leader of the g:;:l:;a;ﬁn e e
The Jatiya Sangsad retumned Mntrﬂnmnélnﬂeﬂi;laﬂa. e u'ln.lhl-:: “llﬂ expressed the | . .4 (he Inmm;:; ‘ ::.w a rq;nt:u::rtm L:: front ”
normal tenor i lﬂm mlu wg &em rinLe n
sty o {M;:h:dl::nt] Bill, 1993 em- :Ir:"hud-hsp. u::dp Sl 1 TINE NONE HN Noveskier 71 undw the h-l

Hne, “Doubts cloud Biman's

Airbus buying procedure.”
The rejoinder does not ad-

' dress the points that were

raised in the article. It goes into
great length describing the
technical merits of the offer,

t was reflected in yester- government to revise, enhance framing of government rev- which has not been the subject
w; when it was  or reduce the rate of land devel-  enue, the minister stated. From Our Correspondent of our co t. The rele-
business as usual. The Jatiya opment tax. With the of an SYLHET, Nov 29: A 36-hour vant portion of the letter which
Party MPs who did not return State Minister for Land Mo- amendment to Narcotics | hartal has begun at 6 am this Scv Page 12 Col 7

on Sunday night after the un- hammad Kabir Hossain who In- Control Act, the Home Minister | morning throughout the four Ch t ted

also came back in  troduced the bill said the scope  Will be the chairman, by dint of | districts in the ter Sylhet ina a tes
full to enhance or reduce land de-  his post, of the 18-member Na- | reglon to press the de:

The House which sag after 4
pm continued till 9:15 pm with
the usual recess for prayers.

Leaders of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina did not appear
in the House, while Leader of

velopment taxes could provide
incentive for the establishment
of industries as private indus-

Remark on Shikha
Anirban expunged

tional Narcotics Control Board.
Previously., the members of

. the board were 19 while the

government was entitied to se-
lect the chairman of the board.
The JS, also discussed the

mand for immediate formation
of a new administrative division
comprising Sylhet. Moulav-
ibazar, Habigan| and Sunam-
gany.

The hartal was called by the

friend: PM
Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia said here ymm
that China is a tested friend of
Bangladesh and the people of
the two countries were enjoying

the House and Prime Minister Home Minister-sponsored | Sylhet Division Implementation deep friendship from time tm-
Begum Khaleda Zia entered the amendment to the bill. Committee. memorial, BSS.
Sangsad at 8 pm. She. however, By Staff Correspondent The JS also witneased two All kinds of vehicles were off She said this when the visit-
did not seek the floor. Deputy Speaker Humayun short but lively discussions on | the roads today. No trains ran ing Chief of General Staff of the
After the usual question Khan Panni had to expunge a the movement for creation of a | to and from Sylhet. All the Bi- People’'s Liberation Army (PLA)
hour, legislative business domi- comment by Jamaat-e-Islami  Sylhet Division and the Shikha | man flights were also sus- of China General Zhang Wan-

nated yesterday's proceedings.
Two bills were passed by voice
vote.

The legislations, adopted by

MP Shahduzzaman regarding
the "Shikha Anirban”
flame) after repeated requests
from both the Treasury and the.

(eternal -

Anirban (eternal flame) built in

memory of the martyrs of the

country’'s liberation war.
Speaker Shaikh Razzak All

cently formulated a new
timetable requiring the 14 in-
surance comparnies, which have
far. to offer shares for public
subscription, in phases, by the
end of next year.

Fresh timetable for ﬂoatlng
shares by 14 insurance cos

cided to stagger the floatation of
public shares by the insurance
companies. The decision was
taken after discussions with the
Securlties and Exchange Com-

mission, the Dhaka Stock
Exchange and the Insurance

shares by March 31 and June
30, 1994 respectively.

And the companies regis-
tered in 1987 and 1988 would
have lo offer shares for public

subscription by July 31 and
December 31, 1994. respec-

pended. :
A number of processions pa-

raded through the streets in the

town. Processions and rallies

Cabinet approves
draft of Companies
Act, 1993

The cabinet yesterday ap-
the draft of the Compa-

The approval was given at
the regular weekly meeting of
the cahinet held at the Bangab-
haban with Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia ig the chair.

FLU reprauenmtwe in Iandnn Afif Safieh (L) and assistant
Saida Nusseibeh watching from a window of the Palestine

the were Lhe Narcotics Oppgsition benches, adjourned the House at 9:15 were also organised in s : _ ] : Prime Minister said.
Control (Amendment) Bill, 1993 A number of Awami League pm to resume again at 4 this af- Sunamganj, Moulavibazar and Liberation Organisation office yesterday as the | *LU flag Begum Zia conveyed her
and the Land Development Tax Scc Page 12 Col 2 Habiganj districts. was raised for tha first time in the UK. — AFP photo | greetings to Prime Minister Li

SAARC FMs' meet to focus
on poverty alleviation

By Staff Correspondent

Poverty alleviation among

meeting beginning in Dhaka on
December 4.

The conference, which will
be inaugurated by Prime

- Minister and current chairper-

i

son of the SAARC, Begum
Khaleda Zia. will also deliberate

tion of the association,

begin their meeting in the
Bangladesh capital from today.
The officials shall prepare the
ground for the foreign secre
taries meeting under Lthe aegis
of the standing committee Just
ahead of the foreign ministers

nian called on her at her office. -

“As a irlendly country we are
happy to see the present trend
of development in China®, the

Peng and extended an invitation

to him to visit Bangladesh atl a
convenient dme.

General Wannian, also the
head of the€ three forces, said
China and Bangladesh were
centuries old and tested friends.

He said the existing friend-

nies Act-1993 by repealing the : 3 : ship between China and
y  countries who have already | .opsolidated not only for the
The Government has fe- the Ministry of Commerce de- be required to float public | BSS. SAARC Council of Ministers started arriving«in the city will 4

peoples of the two countries but
also for the establishment of
peace in South Asia. General
Wannian said China had always
Attached g 1o its
\ h.
Chief of Staff Lieu-
tenant General M Noor Uddin

According to official sources,  Assoclation last month. - Prime Minister to modify the at length on collective measures  conference. The standing com- Khan. PSO to the Prime Mini
the Commerce Ministry has also Mhﬂ:grﬂlng;n a Cumt;::nr:’ faﬂlfmmﬂ};a hlz:: ml: Companies Act of 1913 to ma.ke r“"““’%'fc dcvdupmmtfofmc mittee in turn will prepare the | (o Major General S A ma]m:
dlrecturfﬂiggi:nnﬁ;mfzr t 1E§ timetable the i;JIUI"H.nﬂ: com- this schedule, then | It more amenshle (a the. pri ministers will also dt:::gum the g“”n ?]ge:}d; fﬂ: th*Saludt(: Chinese Ambassador in
public shareholders of the in. Ppanies registered on July 31 - rﬁ%ﬁ of Insurance may | PIeS "‘mpm,, TR o Integrated Programme of Action, meeting, | | Bangladesh Zhang Xufiang and
surance companies and initi- and December 31, 1986 would cancel S registration as per the m:::le had hﬁt;-:t:d the m “| (IPA) and other related issues. The i?‘nr:lgn Secretary told ﬁ:;:;cmnr ELAoliciale: were
NEWS BRIEFS | ated steps to amend the Insur- Shateg of some e thie Source €au- | turing of the Companies Act of (IS DewpnCTOn Lie cve:  pewsmen (hat kmong otlier I8 ‘
ance Rules of 1958. However, ‘-';;’l'\ﬁ'ﬁnwhuc the Co ce | 1913, an official handout said E! S Srhe 9 fuiea,. the report on. the South Jt m&et &t DU
Smith calls the tnsurance, Rules faced . S00U'COS 1O D€ Minisuy has iormutated guide. | adding. but no progress was | £ 5 "L D JRIIY AR Comaienion o ey
ections from the Bangladesh < = lines for electing directors by i this the described the conference as El? npwrsc B tn aoat Summo. I ESOIVE:S tO‘
on Hasina Lmﬂmum (BIA). : CIICUIatEd mn tHe public shareholders through Jast regime. o very significant’ and said that it ;:rifgmnual %:;&AEEEE;: ‘
L B Smith, head of the Earlier in September, the Jan : Saifur: a proposed amendment of the .ﬁamcnmwm“;'w nm:"e was being held at the mid-point  (SAPTA) and the South Asian E’XPEI terrorists
South-East Asian Department | Controller of Insurance had is- ' Insurance Rules of 1958, PUD- | effective and updated to suit the | o the last summit held in  Development Fund (SADF) will A joint meeting of the Dhaka
of the British Foreign and | sued letters to all the 14 insur- Shares of some good compa- ished In a gazette Notification | o = 4@ cor 1 r sh and the next one figure in the SAARC Foreign | University authorities and lead-

Commonwealth office, called on
" Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and Awami League
Chief Sheikh Hasina at her
Parliament office yesterday.
British High Commissioner

Peter J Fowler, Deputy High
Commiissioner Nicholls, adviser

ance compamnies to float public -

shares by October 31 last. But
none of the companies were
able to comply with the dead-
line. |

The Insurance Act requires
all companies to offer 50 per
cent of the paid-up capital in

nies, including those in the gas
sector, will be circulated
through Stock Exchange in next
January to facilitate investment
of the liquidity of insurance
companies, reports UNB.
Dividends from these shar: -
will be higher than the intere.t

&.August 28 last.

7~ According to the Gazette No-
liﬂcatlun, a person would be
qualified to be elected, by the
public shareholders. as a direc-
tor of an insurance company if
~Jye holds at least Tk, one lakh

‘worth of the public shares of

- the company since six months

panies. It will also facilitate pri-

that will be held in India.
"Poverty alleviation is a cru-

cial and common element of the
SAARC countries and poses the

greatest challenge to the mem-

‘ber nations.” Reaz affirmed. He

also said the conference shall
endeavour to reach broad-based

Ministers meet.

When asked if the Farakka
issue would be ralsed at the
meeting of ministers, the
Foreign Secretary categorically
replied in the negative and
added. "bilateral issues are not
discussed in official SAARC fo-

ers of different student organi-
sations here yesterday re-
quested the political parties to

expel the terroridts. reports
UNB.

Vice Chancellor Prof Ema-
juddin Ahmed chaired the
meeting which was attended,

to Awami League President S A | the form of public shares within on bank deposit, said Finance vate foreign investment in the | ynderstanding for greater eco-* rums.” He, however, added that among others, by the Pro-Vice
M S Kibria, Tofael Ahmed, MP, | three years of registration. All Minister M Saifur Rahman at 4+ D¢fore the date of the election | companies and strengthen the | nomic cooperation. bilateral and contentious issues | Chancellor. Pruw:;;ta of different
and Abul Hussain Chowdhury, | these targeted insurance com-  reception’ accorded to him ons 27°d provided he is not other- | share-market. Reaz said that all the foreign  are likely to be discussed when | halls. the Proctor and Assistant
MP, were present, reports UNB. | panies were registered between his election as the Chairman »f ViS¢ disqualified to become a The cabinet also approved | ministers of the SAARC coun-  the ministers meet their coun- | Proctors of the university. -
; ‘ 108688, Board of Governors of the Work: director under the Insurance | the proposal to repeal the | tries will be attending the con- terparts on a bilateral basis The meeting resolved that

' Citv BNP With poor response in Bank and IMF. | - - scheduled Dargah (Maintenance | ference, which will be the 13th . outside the ' the student organisations hay-

lty meeting the October deadline. See page 12 Col 3 Sce Page 12 Col 4 and Management) Act 1990. such meeting since the incep- Sce Page 12 Col 4 | See page 12 Col 3
meets today I = e
An emergency of the Fatah 3CthIStS

Dhaka city unit of the BNP will
be held today at 7:00 pm at its
Nawab Yusuf Market office.
Food Minister Meer Shawkat Ali
will preside over the meeting,
General secretary of city BNP
Salahuddin Ahmed, MP, has re-
quested the presidents and
general secretaries of all thanas
and wards and vice-presidents
of the city BNP executive com:
mittee to attend the meeting in
time, reports BSS.

New 50 taka notes

India and Nepal, would try to the initial planning of the cam- "ﬂ@'ﬂ me m ﬁa G
fir ¢o quested operation rights for two  be our second choice.’ build up people-to- people con-  paign. meypaddedn.g September 13 PLO autonomy : TP ‘Iﬁ “
om 1omorrow more flights from Amsterdam, Russian international air- | tact regionally and internation- When launched, the NGO |(accord and his Fatah Hawks

The Bangladesh Bank will
issue Tk 50 notes signed by its
Governor Khurshed Alam from
tomorrow. The colour, water

mark, security thread, design
and size of the banknote will be

the same as the present one ex-
cept the signature of the
Governor, reports [UNB. .

to the Israelis and was taken off ;
i to operate four weekly flights and Houston. | velopment Agencies In cussed at length the possible |ihe wanted list, was killed along ORI A TS I So-d3=puitofara
Indlan sugar from Dhaka. In 1991 Aeroflot's ﬂiﬂhtﬂ to BﬂDﬂlﬂ‘dﬂEh m; in the [':apl- ways and means of Elﬂfﬁﬂg the withi hyatand:er SUIIHH}? Tﬂgh[
- . The Dutch airlines which New York from Moscow were campaign involving public and Toics ciehier Dehtars, Who 5 T TAR-CEa ﬁm q FA5S ’ﬂ'@ﬂgﬂ
BElZEd was the maintenance agency for only seven which now have Tl-u: organisers said that they private organisations, aca- still wanted. came to his house

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 29: BDR per
sonnel seized Indian ‘sugar
worth about Tk 2 lakh and 30
thousand from a godown here;
One Gautam Das was arrested
in this connection.

' managemen
JCD Edward College |is now a potential aviation sec-  passengers from New York as | icy for the benefit of the mem- able solution to the Farakka [ Peing hit by army gunfire in the W qIE] 189 Wﬂm ]
ll.llit prﬂﬂidl!nt hﬂld. tor,” a Biman executive told The all the tickets have ﬂlrﬂﬂdf been ber-states. : p:rgh]em as well as diﬂpﬂl"ﬂ.ﬂ shootout. :
Daily Star. sold at that end for inaugural As part of the initiative, the hs and mistrusts’ re- Palestinian sources reported

PABNA, Nov 29: Police ar-
rested a local leader of the

Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
from the campus of the Edward

College today, reports UNB.

Biman may open flight
to NY via Moscow

By Asiuzzaman

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
is planning to operate ils
second flight to New York .via
Moscow as talks with KLM on
traffic rights failed. Biman

sources said.
KLM. the Dutch national

carrier, demanded four slots
from Dhaka when Biman re-

which stalled the discussion
last week.

The KLM. executive left
Dhaka without signing any

agreement despite Bangladesh

authorities’ offer to the Dutch
carrier three flights from Dhaka
against the two flights for Bi-

man. But KLM demanded rights

Biman for several years lost last
year's contract bid to Alitalia.
Biman officials said that this
could be one of the causes of
KLM'’s rigid stance during talks.

"Traffic movement to and
from Moscow has increased

considerably following the col-'

lapse of the Soviet Union which

The national carrier Biman
has the traffic right from
Moscow to New York since 1972
but Biman did not so far oper-

| ate on this route.

Biman starts operating to |

New York wvia New Delhi-Dubai-
Amslerdam from December 17.
"The authorities will try
again for the second slot in Am-
sterdam as at least two flights
through the same route are
more viable,” another Biman of-
ficial said adding ‘Moscow will

lines, Aeroflot, is currently op-
erating to six American cities
including New York, Washing-
ton, San Francisco, Miami, An-
chorage and Chicago. Consider-
ing the increasing traffic
Aeroflot authorities are plan-
ning to start flights to Los An-
geles, Seattle, Orlando, Dallas

risen to 27 a week, they said.

"This indicates the growing
traffic between Moscow and
New York," an official of a travel
agency who has been monitor-
ing the passengers movemnent
told The Daily Star,

Meanwhile, Biman will re-
turn to Dhaka with full load of

flight, officials of the Marketing
and Sales Department said.
‘A number of seats of the in-
augural flight from Dhaka re-
Sec Page 12 Col 5

NGOs plan regional

campaign on Farakka

By Masud Hasan Khan

Some environmental groups
and voluntary development or-
ganisations of the country are
planning to launch a campaign
on the Farakka issue.

The organisations, in coop-
eration with the Non-Govern-
mental Organisations (NGOs) of

ally to help reach an equitable
$olution to the vexed and politi-
calf:ty sensitive issue, organisers
sai

The decision to launch the
campaign was taken at a meet-
ing of the Coalition of Environ-
mental NGOs yesterday at the
office of the Association of De-

have already econtacted the
NGOs and environmental
groups of India and Nepal and
other international agencies
which have agreed to work to-
gether on a private initiative to
help resolve the Farakka prob-
lem and chart a compprehensive
regional water t pol-

Indian and Nepalese NGOs

would visit Bangladesh in the
coming dry season to have a
first hand idea of the adverse
impact of Farakka Barrage on

Bangladesh's environment,
economy, soll, fisheries, navi-
gation and on other sectors.
they said.

Setting Jdp an international
NGO commission on Farakka
and holding of a regiona] con-
ference next year were also in

campaign would bring about a
fresh impetus to the turbulent
history of the Ganges water
sharing dispute between
Bangladesh and India, the or-
ganisers hoped, _
The nearly-three-hour mee-

ting of the coalition, chaired by
Dr Kazi Faruq Ahmed, dis-

demics and experts, and the

people living in the vast expanse
of the Ganges-Brahmaputra

basin.

Explaining the objective, Dr
Ahmed said that their move-
ment would aim at organising
the people of Bangladesh, India
and Nepal towards a sustain-

‘some myt
garding water sharing negotia-
tion.

Giving a background of the

NGO initiative, Dr Atig Rahman
Sce Page 12 Col 4

announce armed
struggle in Gaza

KHAN YUNES (Occupied
Gaza Strip). Nov 29: Guerillas
from Yasser Arafat's Fatah
Movement announced today
they were taking up the armed
struggle in Gaza again after
[srael stepped up the hunt for
them, reports AFP.

Arafat ordered a ceasefire
following the signing of the

had observed it until today.

"We are announcing this be-
cause [srael has broken the
agreement and as revenge for
Ahmad Abu Rish,” a masked
militant told a press conference.

Abu Rish, one of about 30
Fatah men who turmed himself

in Khan Yunes refugee camp
chased by elite Israell under-
cover troops, Palestinian sour-
ces said.

Brothers Rajah and Amar

Abu Sita, accused of killing a
Jewish settler, managed to

escape, but Abu Rish died after

that three Hawks, one of whom
was also recently taken off
Israel's wanted list, attacked
troops on the edge of the Khan
Yunes military base.
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