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NEWS BRIEFS

ALPP meets

today

An meeting of the
Awami e Parliamentary
Party ((ALPP) will be held today
in the Bhaban at 5:30
pm. Leader of the tion in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina will
preside over the meeting.
ALPP's Secretary Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury has requested the
party MPs to attend the meet-

ing, reports UNB.

Chinese Gen
in city

General Zhang Wannian,
Chief of General Staff of Chi-
nese People's Liberation Army,
arrived in Dhaka last night on a
five-day goodwill visit. Chief of
Army Staff Lt General Muham-
mad Noor Uddin Khan received
General Wannian, who is also a
member of the Chinese Central
Military Commission, at the Zia
International Airport, reports
UNB.

DESA snaps 25
illegal lines

The Dhaka Electric Supply
Authority (DESA) in a mobile

drive yesterday snapped 25 ille-
gal power connections at the

Tejgaon Railgate and Tejturi
Bazar areas in the city.

4 extortionists
held in city

Police arrested four extor-

tionists during an attempt to
collect tolls from the contractors
engaged in the constniction of
an Eye Hospital at Mirpur here
in the city yesterday morning.

The arrested were: Munir Ah-
med Chowdhury, 22, Abu Syed,
24, Jamal Hossain, 22, and
Masud Rana, 21. Police sources
said the group of extortionists
demanded Tk 50,000 from the
contractors of a of the

4 Naxalites killed
in Andhra -

- HYDERABAD, Nov 27: Four
Naxalites belonging to the
banned People's War Group
(PWG) were killed in an en-
counter with .- police near

under Wanaparty
Mandal in Mahabubbnagar
district of Andhra Pradesh late
last night, reports PTI1.
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The dark clouds looming
over the country’s political hori-
zgon for the past few days
secemed to have cleared a bit

yesterday with the two major
antagonists — the BNP and the

Awami League — to sit
across the table today for re-
the crisis.

According to highly placed
sources in both camps. negotia-
_tors Jed by the deputy leaders
"of the Treasury and Opposition
benches will meet formally
sometime today at a yet undis-
closed venue to explore ways for
hrmhln.g the impasse in the

[ —— — e e m———— g

By Nurul Kabir

Jatiya Sangsad following the
Speaker’'s admission of a privi-
lege motion against Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
on Wednesday and her subse-
quent threat to resign from
Parliament.

After several rounds of in-
formal negotiations since Wed-
nesday night, the mediators of
the two parties reportedly
reached an agreement last night
to held a formal meeting foday.

Deputy Leader of the House
Professor Badruddoza Chow-
dhury and Deputy Leader of the
Oppudtlnn in P&rhm:cnt Abdus

Samad Azad agreed On a
meeting today after coming

across each other at a dinner in |

honour of a foreign parllamen-

tary delegation in the city's | I

Sheraton Hotel last night.
According to the understand-
ing reached by the two deputy
leaders, today's meeting will
consider a ruling party-spon-
sored formula for resolving the
crisis and pave the way for the
Opposition to go back to the
House within a day or two.
Under the proposed formula,
Prime Minister and Leader of
Sce Page 12 Col 4

AL Secy reacts sharply
to Star commentary

We reproduce below the full
and unedited text of the rejoin-
der, issued (n the name of
Awami League General Secre-
tary Zillur Rahman and signed
by Abu Sayeed. the party Secre-
tary for Information and Re-
search. and hand delivered to
the Star office last night: :

"l was surprised and
shocked to read your front-page
conmmentary of 27 November,
1993 on the crisis caused by
the Speaker's ruling on the
privilege motion moved by the
Works Minister Mr. Rafiqul Is-

lam Mia.

Our reaction to your com-
mentary, as indeed the reaction
of most neutral and thoughtful
person would be, that you have,
regrettably, chosen to write a
serious commentary without
having studied the issue. What
isdhe issue thal were cofn-
cerned about? [s it the Prime
Minister's derogatory comment
about the Parliament? Or is it
about the ruling given by the
Speaker? You seem to have no
comunent on either of these two
matters. You have targeted the

Leader of the Opposition for her
response at the airport and her
announcement to resign. If you
take the time to analyze your
"commentary” you may be able
to see where you have shown
your out and out partisan
spirit.

The whole episode was
started by the Prime Minister
when she made a sweeping and
highly derogatory remark about
the Parliament. Was this a mere
slip of the tongue? You know as
the whole country knows that
the Prime Minister does not at-
tach any importance to the Par-
liament and she does not try to
conceal her indifference to it
She rarely attends the House
and even more takes part
in any debate. She does not
care to answer any question put
to her by the members. She did
not take part even in the budget
debate. So the Prime Minister's
remarks were not an isolated
event; these were calculated to

-mte the institution and
d its image in the public

-See page 12 Col 1

BNP conspiring to
make Parliament

ineffective: Hasina

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina yes-
terday charged the ruling party
with hatching a conspiracy to
make Parliament ineffective and
destroy democracy, reports
UNB.

Mdrmlngﬁdgmup of stu-
dents of the
ment Degree College at 29
Minto Road, she called on the
stiudents to build up greater
agitation against cam-pus
terrorism, political repression,
chaos and conspiracy.

The students, led by VP Tari-
qul Islam and GS Al Mamun
Sidigque, came to meet her-
following the Chhatra League's
victory in the college students’
union election.

Welcoming the winners, the
AL chief asked the students to
devote themselves to their stud-
ies, make themselves worthy
citizens and contribute their
mite in building the nation.

The present government is
engaged in a planned intrigue to
destroy the image and character

e me mmm mms m m mw m m— e

= ey —

@he Daily Star

AGRAHAYAN 14, 1400 BS, DHAKA SUNDAY NOVEMBER 28, 1993 AMADIUS-SMN] 13, ’HH Hl RI

e ————— s e

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing a public meeting at the Jelley Park in Chakona

under Cox's Ba.ur district yesterdny

Oppos:tlon
conspiring to
take country

backward: PM

CHOKORIA (Cox's Bazar),
Nov 27: Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said the op-
position is conspiring to take
the country backward from the
advancement made during the
present government, reports
UNB.

*They are frustrated after
seeing the progress attained
during the BNP government.
she sald without naming
anyone in particular.

The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing a huge public meeting
at Chokeria. a seashore famous
for producing shrimps.

“Those who had failed in the
past are out to foil the develop-
ment programmes initiated
the present government.” Be-
gum Zia sald and accused the
opposition of resorting to indis-
cipline.

"Hartals, pulling out of rail-
way lines, setting fire to gov-
ernment offices and destroying

of the student community, | public property are not helping

Hasina said.
See Page 12Cel-7
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Wreaths bemg placed at the mazar of Dr Mllun at the Dhaka Medlcal Cnllege cnmpnund
yesterday. Among uthers Dr Milon's mother and daughter are alau seen.

' Search for oil in Bay

may be delayed

By Sharier Khan

Delay in approving a pro--
duction-sharing contract (PSC)
for oil exploration in the Bay of
Bengal, submitted by two for-
eign companies, is likely to stall
the ‘possibility of an early
search for oil in the country.

Sources said, the PSCs
submitted by Cairn Energy Plc
of Scotland and Holland Sea
Search of the Netherlands in

 October are still awaiting ap-

proval of the Ministry of Law
and the National Board .of
Revenue (NBR).

" The companies signed a
Memorandum of Understanding

(MOU) with the government on
| ———

August 5 last and had ex-
pressed their keenness to begin
a joint exploration in the Bay
near the Cox's Bazar-Sandwip
region from November,

The sources added, due to

de]aymm:appmvalnﬁheﬂnal-

agreemenl, the companies
rescheduled their exploration
plans to begin in January next
year, which again might have to
be shifted in case of Ilkeiy fur-
ther delay.

"One can explore for oil in
the seas only from November to
March — when the weather is

favourable.” a source said,
Sce Page 12 Col 7
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Death anniversary
. of Dr Milon
observed

The third death anniversary
of Shaheed Dr Shamsul Alam
Khan Milon was observed yes-
terday with due respect, feports
UNB.

Dr Milon, Joint Secretary
General of the Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA), was
killed- by hired goons on this
day in 1990 at the fag end of
the anti-autocréicy struggle.

Different organisations pla-
nned programmes to observe
the day. These included placing
of wreaths at the Dr Milon
memorial and at his grave.
Quran Khwani, milad mahfil

L, and discussions.

. In the moming leaders and
See page 12 Col 1

Crackdown on Kashrmr town

Indian troops gun . down 11 militants

SANGRAMA, Nov 27: At least
11 people were gunned down
and nearly’ 300 houses and
shops gutted in a nightlong ex-
change of fire between Muslim
separatists and Indian forces in
a Kashmir town that the gov-
ernment considers to be a rebel
stronghold, reports AP.
_Army trucks and armoured
personnel carriers rolled into

the streets of the apple-growing

town of Sopore after authorities
clamped a curfew and ,urged
militants to surrender.

Soldiers announced on loud-
speakers that they had laid
siege to the town as they had
done to the Hazratbal Mosque
in Srinagar last month. After a
32-day stand-off that ended last

week, troops successfully forced
the surrender of dozens of mili-
tants holed up.in the shrine..

The military sealed off entry
points to Sopore, a town of
100,000 people, and was con-
centrating forces around the
area of Degree College, where it
claimed hundreds of militants
were based, police amd wit-
nesses said.

_A reporter of the Associated
Press, who was stopped on the
outskirts of the town, saw
smoke and fire billowing from
dozens of houses,

Police described the 11 peo-
ple who were killed in an early
morning clash as suspected
militants. Witpesses said the

gmlrc between paramilitary
s and the militants went on

throughout the night ad until
noon. Sporadic gun shots were

- still being heard in the evening.
t fire in .

Many homes caugh
atleast three neighbourhoods —
Muslim Peer, Krlateng and
Shahabad — and 25 fire trucks
raced there from many n
towns, a fire official said in
Sangrama, three miles (five
kilometres) from Sopore. '

Witnesses said paramilitary
soldiers set fire to their houses,
but the army said militants
fired at the forces, set fire to the
bulldings and. prevented fire
tenders from reaching the
scene,

- Khulna Engineering College

the development process,” she
Sec Page 12 Col 7

Two held for
trying to enter

Hasina's house
By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested two young-
men yesterday,on charge of at-
fempting to forcibly enter the
Minto Road official residence of
Sheikh Hasina yesterday after-
noon. .

Ramna police took the
youths — Baharul Islam, 25,
reportedly a student of the
and
Afzal Hossain, 24, a shopkeeper
— into custotly after the Awami
League men at the house failed
to identify the two and sus-

pected them of having il mo- .

tives.

According to police and wit-
nesses, the youths had been
moving suspiciously in front of

the AL chief and Leader of the

Opposition's house for some-
time and at one stage tried to

Sce Page 12 Col 4

Loan Court Act
to cover the

agri banks

By Special Correspondent

The Financial Loan Court
Act (Artha Rin Adalat Ain-1990)
will be amended soon to bring
the Bangladesh Krishi Bank
(BKB) and the Rajshahi Krishi
Unnayan Bank (RKUB] within
its purview.

« A proposal of the Finance
Minister for the amendment has
n]n:ady been approved by the
cabinet. The ministry is now

preparing fto place it as a bill
before Parliament, during the

current session.

"If the bill cannot be plamd
for lack of time, then the
amendment of the Act will be

See Page 12 Col 8

Exam hall ransacking
One to die, 24
to suffer RI

CHITTAGONG,. Nov 27: The .

Second Additional Sessions and
Anti-Terrorism Tribunal Judge
Syed Enayet Ullah in a judge-
ment today awarded death
sentence to one person and 10
years' rigorous imprisonment
(Rl} to 24 others each on

. Charges of injuring members of

law-enforeing agency and some
Invigilators and ex-
amination hall, reports BSS.

The judge also fined 24 ac-
cused Taka 2000 each, in de-
fault to' suffer six months more
RI.

The prosecution story is that
on June 22, 1990, a group of
HSC examinees went on a ram-

Sce Page 12Col 8
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4 BAF men killed in
mid-air collision

By Staff Correspondent

Four officers of the Bangla-
desh Air Force were killed in a
mid-air collision near the BAF
Base Matiur Rahman at Jessore
yesterday.

Official sources said that two
training aircraft collided heéad-
on in mid-air at about 11:00
am, killing all the four airmen
on board.

They were on an aerobatic
test flight ahead of the annual
passing-out parade of the

Bum-hmﬁ'ma:mw

Th: ﬂrtlml were identified
as Wing Commander S M Hugq,
Squadron Leader Shamsul Is-
lam, Flight Lieutenant Sayeed

Sece Page 12 Col 7
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fire at Belonia :
Two wounded

FENI. Nov 27: At jeast two
p-wpit——lmmdﬂ
Indian —were injured as the
BDR and BSF traded gunfire
along the Muhurirchar frontier
in Parshuram thana
afternoon, reports UNB. '

Local pmpie.ndm
said tension prevailed on the
frontier as guns rattled at inter-
vals since then the
commanders of the berder

guards of the two countries sat
for a flag meeting yesterday

moming. .
Bangladesh Riles (BDR)
sources said a group of Indian
citizens under BSF protection,
trespassed on Muhurirchar, a
See Page 12 Col 6

‘Dhaka keen to get
back Chakma

refugees’
Dhaka i8 indeed keen acs

cordingly to extend every coep-
eration in getting back the
Chakma refugee from the
camps across the border, re-
ports UNB.

The response came from the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs fol-
lpwing Indian Prime Minister PV
Narasimha Rao's urge for coop-
eration from Dhaka for sending

s See Page 13 Col 8
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