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HOBART, Austra-
lia. Nov 26: Ope-
ner Michael Slater
hit a dashing 168,
his highest score
- in Test cricket, as
Australia piled on the run

against New Zealand on the first

day of the second Test today,

Reuter. '

Number three batsman
David Boon, in front of
his home fans at Hobart's Bel-
lertve Oval, joined in the plun-
der, scoring an undefeated 105.

At stumps, Australia were a
commanding 329 for two, tak-
ing full advantage of a weak
New Zealand bowling attack.
Mark Waugh was the other not
out batsman on 18. !

Coming together before
lunch following Mark Taylor's
dismissal for 27, Slater and
Boon shared a record 235-run
second-wicket partnership

Slater, who survived

/Chances on 27, 99 and 156,
was the dominant partner,
| g 17 boundaries before
his dismissal 33-minute before
the close.

The 23-year-old was finally
caught when he hit a wide half-
volley from off-spinner Dipak
Patel to Danny Morrison in the
cover. - . g

On reaching his century,
Slater kissed his Australian
cap, an understandable how of
relief following his frustrating
dismissal on 99 in last week's
drawn first Test in Perth.

"Slater’'s innings,

which

came off 235 deliveries in a -

328-minute stay at the crease,

his 152 at Lord's in
‘the second Test against Eng-
land in June.

“This was my first century in
Australia and that is a highlight
for me,” Slater sald afterwards.

- Boon, playing in front of his
home crowd in Hobart, took a
supporting role as Slater sav-
the New Zealand attack
tea, belting 60 quickfire
runs before his dismissal.

Although subdued in com-
parison of Slater's impressive
array of shot making. Boon did
achieve a personal milestone
during his innings.
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With his score on 64, Boon
became only the fifth Australian
to pass 6.000 runs in Test
cricket.

Despite their dominance
against a feeble Kiwi attack's
both batsmen survived chances -
early in their innings.

Slater was on 27 when he
gave a simple catch to Mark
Greatbatch but the New
Zealand vice-captain spilled the
ball at first slip.

Slater, attempting a quick
single to reach his century was
stranded when Boon sent him
back. Only a wayward throw
from Andrew Jones prevented
his return to the pavilion.
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SLATER... 168

"I was very nervous on 99
remembering what happened in
Perth. I did not want to go
through that disappointment
against,” said Slater.

"It was a stupid to at-
tempt and | was lucky not to be
run out.”

Finally, on 156 Slater gave
Morrison a difficult, low return
catch which the fast bowler
failed to hold.

Boon, who should have been

stumped by wicketkeeper Tony
Blain on 65, is confident Aus-

tralia can take advantage of

their solid start on Saturday.
"We should be capable of

Boon, Slater savage Kiwis

getting a total close to 500,"
said the 32-year-old Tasma-
nian. :
New Zealand's first break-
through on a gruelling day in
the field came. before lunch
when pace bowler Murphy Su'a
grabbed Taylor's wicket.

Su'a tempted Taylor into a
drive which flew to Andrew
Jones in the gully with the

' score an 65.

The tourists' attack was

weakened by the late with-

drawal
Cairns.
The all-rounder declared
himself unfit only two hours be-
fore the start of play, complain-
ing of a bruised heel sustained
during the first Test. -
© Cairns, named in the New

of paceman Chris

" Zealand line-up overnight,

pulled out despite the pleading
of captain Ken Rutherford,
coach Geoff Howarth told re-
porters. |
New Zealand, already miss-
ing injured pace bowler Willie
Watson, were weakened further

‘when Patel limped off with a

knee injury after tea.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the first day
of the secgnd cricket Test be-

tween Australia and New Zea-

land today:

AUSTRALIA: First innings
Taylor ¢ Jones b Su'a 27
Slater ¢ Morrison b Patel 168
Boon not out 105
M Waugh not out ' 18

Extra: (nb-10, b-1) 11
Total: (for two wickets) 329
Fall of wickets: 1-65; 2-300
To bat: A Border. S Waugh, |
Healy,, P Reiffel, T May, S
Warne, C McDermott.

Bowling (to date)

O M R W
Morrison 18 3 63 O
Su'a 17 2 66 1
Doull 15 0 60 O
De Groen 20 5 66 0
Harris 2 0 18 0O
Patel 18 3 55 1

NEW ZEALAND: M Great-
batch, B Pocock, A Jones, K
Rutherford (captain), D Patel. C
Harris, T Blain, M Su'a, Doull,
D Morrison, R De Groen.

 Charlton’s fear

‘DUBLIN, Nov 26: Ireland
manager Jack Charlton has re-
vealed his biggest fear for next
year's World Cup — the British

The Republic will be the
only team from the British
Isles to go the final and he is
worried that the fierce media
attention focused on ex-
England manager Graham
Taylor during the qualifying
matches will now be switched
to the Irish. - . oz o

Charlton said on Thursday;
"l won't bargain with them. I'll
sue them if they are unduly un-

fair about my players or my-
self.”

The former England players
enjoys an amicable relationship
with the Irish press and dur-
ing a sponsorship launch at the
American Embassy in Dublin
he supported Taylor: "The
press were out of order as re-

_gards Graham Taylor. They

treated him very badly and I've

nothing but symmpathy for him.” .

Charlton added: "The last
three' years must have been
traumatic for him and in those
circumstances | would have
tendered my resignation
months ago.”

Charlton, who would have
considered . quitting as
Republic manager had they not
secured a World Cup place
with a 1-1 draw against
Northern Ireland ‘last week,
admitted that the opportunity
of taking over as England man-
ager for the 1996 European

championships had interested
him.

But that pessibility has van-
ished now, with Charlton con-
centrating an the Republic's
preparation for the United
States in June by when a new
England manager to succeed
Taylor will have been named.

'
Heroes' welcome
SOFIA, Nov 26: Bulgarian
President Jelio Jelev held a re-
ception with Prime Minister
Luben Berov on Thursday in
honour of the Bulgarian football

“team reaching the World Cup

finals, reports AFP.

They’re not dinki-du but

they’re Aussies
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mostly British stock. Today, Australian sport shows how things

have changed. One top cricketer, for example, is of Chinese
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sport.

The face of Australian sport
is changing. In the modern,
multicultural society, Austra-
lian sports heroes now include
a Russian boxer. Fijian rugby
league player, an Aboriginal
sprinter and a cricketer of
extraction.

Time was when you could
spot Australians on the far side
of the arena. Bronzed, bush-
hardened. settler sons and
daughters of mostly British
stock, they came from the
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while their successes are be-

it was only a matter of
time before these new Aussies
made their mark. .
Richard Chee Quee is mak-
ing a name for himself in the
South Wales cricket team.

New

The 22-year-old opening bats-
man

his

:
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tial to play
which would make

him the first person to do so

half-Chinese

as Australia DBut : cro-
saed the lhh::-:nlﬂ
unjon tests his country of
birth

berra Raiders next year. And, if
he wishes. he would then be
but a goeose-step away from
Australian citizenship.

Nadruka's distinctive stride
has electrified league crowds in
Australia as much as it has
bamboozled his opponents.
Allied to the sort of strength
that would stop a Mac truck, he
is becoming as big a name
Down Under as he is in the
Pacific.

Since making an unforget-
table pass through his legs in
the Hong Kong Sevens - an im-
age that splashed his name
acroas the world - the only
"mistake” this
Islander has made is in settling
in the coldest climate in the
Aussie game.

Canberra is a southerly out-
post of the 13-man code and
tales abound of Nadruka's suf-
fering in the capital's winter.
But after being bewildered by
his first sight of snow and suf-
fering frostbite in training, he
has gradually warmed to his
task.

Nadruka is notoriously shy
off the field, but becomes an
extrovert on it and has earned
the respect of this hardest of
tough schools.

"He's not only got great
commitment with the ball, but

South Sea

Former amateur star Tszuy
and his girifriend have been
granted Australian residency for
which he is touchingly “gra-
teful”. He adds: "This country
has been very good to me and
Natasha. [ have been all over
the world, but what I like about
it here is stability.”

What the Aussies like about
Tszuy is his sheet, raw talent.
"It's eerie.” says trainer Johnny
Lewis, "that one athlete has
been blessed with so much
ability. There is not a skill miss-
ing from his repertoire.”

The softly-spoken, hard-hit-
ting Russian brings the cold-
eyed brutality of the KGB into
the ring. all his opponents
having hit the canvas, most of
them in the first round.

Although his professional ca-
reer has not yet lasted 10 min+
utes, a world title bout is al-
ready being lined up while
champion Cesar Chavez is
talking of moving up a weight.
Could it be that this unbeaten
champ of 80 bouts wants to
avoid Australia's Russian?

The Australian roots of
Cathy Freeman are not in
doubt, nor is her quicksilver
running ability. The 20-year-oild
Aboriginal from Queensland has
the taleni to be the greatest
sprinter the country has pro-
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duced since the heyday of
Raylene Boyle in the late 1950s.
This

year's British 200m
champion, Freeman first came
to prominence by winning relay
gold in the 19890 Commo-
nwealth Games in Auckland,
New Zealand as a 17-year-old.
She went on to become Young
Australian of the Year 1990,
British 400m champion, Aus-
tralian 200m queen and gaining

a silver at the world junior
championships in Seoul.

She will not, of course, be
the first Aboriginal to make
sporting headlines — the likes
of Evonne Goolagong (now
Cawley), Lionel Rose and the

Ella brothers being among other

notables — but Freeman could
be the first to do so since the
nation’s conscience was stirred
on the question ol Aboriginal
rights.

The four new-breed Aussies
are a varied bunch but they
symbolise the changes in
Australian society. As sport as-
sumes a role beyond its real
importance, they may have
quite an influence on how that
society comes to see itself in the
multicultural 1990s. — Gemini
news

About the Author: Bob
Holmes (s a British sports jour-
nalist now living in Sydney. He
is author of the bestselling
Maitch of My Life. a collection of
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Medellin hold

crica
BOGOTA. 26 : Colom-
bian champions America were
held to a 1-1 draw at home to
Medellin as coach Francisco
Maturana, who doubles as the
Colombia national team coach,
began a ten-match touchline
ban at the weekend, reports
Reuter.

Bermardo Redin gave Amer-
ica the lead with a long-range
shot but Henry Zambrano
equalised for Medellin.

The result kept America
top of semifinal Group B with
two games left. The top two
teams in each four team group
qualify for the fourth and final
phase of the competition.

Maturana was banned for
criticising the referee of a
match between America and
Atletico Nacional in Medellin
at the end of October.

"A gentleman took advan-
tage of the fact that it is a hal-
loween to disguise himseilf as a
referee and take control of the
match,” he sald at the time.

After the punishment was
announced, Maturana said he
was considering resigning as
Colombia’'s coach.

“l can't promise that | will
lead the national team at the
World Cup, nor can | be cer-
tain that | will centinue at
America,” he said.

The incident also led to a
row between Maturana and
Atletico Nacional trainer Her-

team, Junior Barranguilla,
were held to a 1-] draw at
home to underdogs Once
Philips.

Jumior still lead Group A,
thanks to the benus points
carried through from the pre-
vious two stages of the compe-
tition.
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Barcelona's Laudrup (R) and Galatasaray's Striﬁpf (L) in
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aerial duel for the ball while
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Romario (10) and Ugur (7) look on during their European Champions league match on Nov 24,
The match ended in goalless draw.

— AFP photo

Colombia have point to prove

o u, CALI {Colombia]),

{"".'“ Nov 26: Colom-

ﬁ bia's soccer play-

ers are looking

. on the World Cup

as a chance to sh-

ow that there is more to their

country than the stereotyped

image of a nation riddled with

drug traffickers, reports
Reuter.

repeating the exhilarat-

ing play which took them to

the 1994 finals, they hope to

won some rare international
respect.

"We have a mission to
change this unfortunate situa-
tion through our football.
game will be important for us
in this respect.,” said mid-
fielder Fredy Rincon.

Coach Francisco Maturna
added: "All Colombian sports-
men, not just footballers, have
to try and show the world that
our country is not all bad. Of
course, we have problems but
there is-a lot more than just
the negative side.”

"The problem is that every
time something goes wrong
here, the press blow it up and
put it on the front page. Then
the foreign press go and sel
the story abroad." g

Colombia's talented team.
who made headlines by
thrashing Argentina 5-0 in
Buenos Aires in their final
qualifier in September, are one
of the main hopes for fans hop-
ing for an improvement on the
sterile, insipid soccer offered
at the last World Cup in Italy.

The country appears to have

everything to put on a show in
the United States.

. Faustino Asprilla, their
gazelle like Italian-based strik-
ers, is one of the most exciting
forwards in the World.

Carlo Valderrama, with his
distinctive mop of hair, is an-
other colourful figure, control-
ling midfield with deft touches
vet appearing, deceptively, to
spend most of the game
strolling casually around the
centre of the pitch.

Other talented players in-
clude Bayern Munich striker
Adolfo "The Train" Valencia,.
the lanky but gifted Rincon in
midfieids and goalkeeper Rene
Higuita, who delights fans with
his risky — some say suicidal —
habit of dribbling the ball up to
the halfway line.

Higuita {s currently in
prison on charges of breaking
the country's anti-kidnap law,

CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer |

but his lawyers are hoping he
will be free by the end of the

Asprilla is back in favour
after at one stage walking out
on the squad during the World
Cup qualifier in protest at be-

ing dropped. i
Maturana said the row has
been forgotten. "Faustino was a
little upset because he was not
finding his best form," he said.
The result in Buenos Aires,
which has made Colombians

believe that their team can ac-
tually win the trophy. is still
celebrated.

One Colombian radio station
keeps staff permanently in
Italy and carries live commen-
tary on every game played by
Parma, Asprilla’s club.

One of the favourite market-
ing ploys of domestic appli-
ance shops is to play a record-
ing of the game on the televi-
sion sets on display in their
window.

zzy, the mascot for the 1

996 Summer Olympics to be held
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in Atlanta, Georgia makes a first appearance in the 67th
annual Macy's Thanksgiving Day parade in New York on
— AFP photo
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Romanians
rudely treated

. BUCHAREST, Nov 26: The
Romanian Soccer Federation
(RSC) has. complained to FIFA
about "rude treatment” by
police after last week's World
Cup qualifier against Wales in

The match, won 2-1 by
Romania, was marred by the
death of an fan as he

their players and officials before

‘allowing them to Jeave for

Bucharest.

A top police officer in South
Wales apologised on Thursday
night for the inconvenience to
officials, players and fans but
said it had been "absolutely vi-
tal” to interview all the
Romanian before they returned
to their country.

Asked to comment on the
Romanian complaint, assistant
chief constable Rob Evans said
in a statement: "It is recognised
that they were delayed for some
four hour while we processed in
excess of 300 potential wit-
nesses, which | believe was, to
say the least, expeditious.”

He said the interview had
produced a substantial amount
of evidence which had helped
the police in their investigation.

Two men from Wrexham,
North Wales, were charged ldst
week with _ John Hill,
the 67-year-old fan killed in the
incident.

RSC vice-president Cristian
Vivolaru told Reuter earlier on
Thursday: "We were offended by
the rude treatment of the police
(at Cardiff Airport) when they
took picture for their criminal
record of all the players.
although they were on the pitch
when the rocket was fired.

"We would have not pro-
tested against a normal police
inquiry because we want also to
see the killer behind bar, but
they have abused their power."

He added: "We have infor-
med FIFA's general secretary
Joseph Blatter about what hap-
pened at Cardiff Airport in order
to avoid such harassment in the
future.”

Romania's trainer Anghel
lordanescu said: "It is a shame
that the player of a national
team... were treated like ordi-
nary thieves.

A South Wales police spo-
kesman said the player had
been photographed to “avoid
any ambiguity at a later stage in
so much as they were potential
witnesses.”

Assistant chief constable
Evan said that at the time, po-
lice knew only that the flare had
been fired from the general di-
rection of blocks U and V in the
south upper stand where most
of the Romanian fans were lo-
cated. -

The photograph could have .
been used to assist in recon-
structing the position of specta-
tor in those blocks.

Drug-free WC
qualifiers

ZURICH, Switzerland, Nov
tests dur-
ing the qualifying rounds for the
1994 World Cup turned out
negative soccer's international
governing body said Monday,
reports AP. :

Of 88 random tests at the
490 preliminary matches, none
suggestied that a player used il--
legal performance boosters, a
FIFA statement said,

The qualifying tournament
began in the summer of 1992
and ended last week after de-
termining the last of the 24 fi-
nalists at next year's champi-
onship in the United States.
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