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Sport

West Indies beat Shri
Lanka by seven wi-
ckets in the second

Cup at Eden Gar-
dens, Calcutta, yester-
day to reach the final

Page 10
Article

IMF, WB still
Pushing Contro-
versial Economic

Policies on the

South

Charles Afugre writes
from Penang

Page 4

Lanka fears Tamil
attack on opposition
politicians
Top Sikh militant
shot dead
Page 5

Business

Invitation to invest 1n
tourism yet to get
désired response

India to allow 12 new
private banks this

year
Pages 6, 7

Weekend
Magazine

Let Him be There;
Film and TV clash
could crash GATT
talks; China: Life
begins at 60; The two
worlds of Nobel-winner
Toni Morrison; and

g : At a press briefing at the
The Bﬂhﬂhﬁxml parliamentary party's Sangsad
Language s Bhavan office yesterday, Mau-
Pages 9, 10 & 11 lana Matiur Rahman Nizami,
the Jamaat | General,
. said that the MPs of his party
Metmp{)lltall were discharging their duties as
people's representatives and
! . were still undecided about
Dhaka Day by Day taking any side. |
“The opposition as a whole
Bridging Gap between has ]fjai]e;{i to dlucharge its role
: in the House,” Nizami said,
the East and the West adding that the role of the rul-
Page 3 ing party was also not fair.
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The Opposition parties in
Parliament, barring the Ja-

'maat, yesterday began boyco-

tting the Jatiya Sangsad de-
manding withdrawal of the
Speaker's ruling allowing a pri-
vilege motion against Sheikh
Hasina.

The Speaker Wednesday al-
lowed a two-hour discussion
on the privilege motion and
the Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina threatened re-
sign unless the decision was
reversed,

None of the Opposition MPs
except the Jamaat entered the
House yesterday.

The leaders of the Awami
League, Jatiya Party Workers
Party, Ganatantri Party and
Shahjahan Siraj, MP, in a joint
meeting held in the Sangsad

Bhaban, decided to continue
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By Staff Correspondent

boycotting the sittings until
the ruling was withdrawn.

The solitary members of the
Islami Oikya Jote (IOJ) and the
National Democratic Party
(NDP) were not present either
in the House or at the joint
Opposition meeting.

The Jamaat parliamentary
party yesterday decided to ob-
serve the situation before tak-
ing any decision on the issue.

Meanwhile, the boycotting
Opposition, in a joint press
conference in the evening. ac-
cused the ruling party of creat-
ing the crisis by submitting the
privilege motion against the
Leader of the Opposition as a
counter move to one against
the Leader of the House moved
earlier.

The Opposition also ac-
cused Speaker Shaikh Razzak
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Al of being biased against it.
They clatimed that the ruling
relating to the motion against
the Opposition leader had
been delivered 'under the in-
fluence of the ruling party.
and in breach of the JS rules.

While addregsing the press
conference, the Opposition
leaders hoped that the Spea-
ker would rescind his decfsion
for the sake of democracy.

Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition Abdus Samad Azad, To-

facl Ahmed and Mohammad
Nasim of the Awami League,
Munirul Huq Chowdhury of the
Jatiya Party, Rashed Khan
Menon of the Workers Party,
Suranjit Sengupta of ihe
Ganatantri Party and Shahjahan
Siraj addressed the news con-

ference.
Sce 'age 12 Col 4

Awuml nguu chmt' and Londar of ﬂw Oppumtmn in. Pnrliament Sheikh Hasina spen.kmg at a
meeting of the working committee at the party central office yesterday. Also seen (from left)
are AL General Secretary Zillur Rahman, Deputy Leader of the Opposition in Parliament
Abdus Samad Azad and Presidium member M Qamruzzaman.
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Jamaat watching
developments

By Staff Correspondent

The Jamaat-e-Islami, Bangl-
adesh is closely monitoring the

developments regarding the
deadlock in Parliament created
Wednesday and the subsequent
boycott of its proceedings by
almost all the other Opposition

parties.
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Mr A. 5. M. Khaled (Lebu Bhai) breathed his last
on November 24, 1993 in Calcutta. Inna ..
His Namaz-e-Zanaza will be held today (Fnday) at
Baitul Mukarram Mosque after Jumma prayers.

Qul willbe held at his residence at "PUSPOLOK"
42/F, Indira Road, tomorrow (Saturday) after
Magreb prayers. We request all his friends, rela-
tives and well-wishers to join us in our prayer for
his departed soul at the Namaz-e-Zanaza and Qul.

A.S.M. QUASEM, DR. A.K.M. HAMID
MARUF MAZED, A. S. M. MAHFUZ
A.S. M. ZAHED
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Biman may drop Tokyo
flight in December

By Asiuzzaman

Biman Bangladesh Airlines
is likely to suspend its flights
to Tokyo, a loss-making sector
frbm next month. This will co-
incide with the inauguration of
the New York flight, scheduled
from Dec 17, Biman officials
hinted. ,

"The route is now a white
elephant for Biman which has
been incurring losses since the
operation started in 1980," a
senior Biman official told The

Daily Star.

The squrce said that the .

Tokyo flight was suspended
from time to time but later re-
sumed in the hope the route
would become a viable one
eventually.

The national carrier started
flying to Japan on May 28,
1980 but the sector was sus-
pended on June 1, 1981. The
route was resumed again on
November 1,1990 but coatin-
ued to be most unprofitable for

Biman.

Biman's market research
wing identified the once-a-
week frequency and the ex-
pensive cost of living in Japan
— for which the airline has to
pay higher bills for its crew in
the form of allowances— as the
major causes for the losses in
this sector.

"Most of the businessmen
cannot ‘afford a one week's stay
in Japan because it is an ex-
pensive city. So they avail
other airlines for an early re-

turn,” the source explained.
Biman operates every

Thursday to Japan. :
The Japanese authortties

have so far denied Biman per-

mission to operate two flights

from the Narita airport. How-

ever, last year they permitted

Sece Page 12 Col 7

ADB to fund
study for rly

reform

Star Report

The Bangladesh Railway
(BR) and the Asian Develop-
ment Bank (ADB) are jointly
undertaking a one-year techni-
cal study from January next to
form the basis. of structural
reform of the railway, to be in-
troduced in 1995.

According to official
sources, the. US 1.4 million
dollar studies — funded by the
ADB — will be carried out by
high. raillway officials and ADB
experts to gather details of the
rallway administration with a
view to turning the BR into a
more commercially viable or-
ganisation from its present bu-

' reaucratic set-up.

The findings of the study
would be the basis for recom-
mendations to separate the
different administrative units
from the present centralised

 See Page mml?l
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position sans Jamaat Back-stage |

boycotts Sangsad

Moves On
to resolve
Cris]
I'1S1S
By Nurul Kabir

Back-stage parleys were go-
ing on between the ruling
Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNFP) and the Awami League
(AL)-led Opposition in Parlia-
ment to overcome the crisis
arising out of their mutual ac-
cusations about telling lies in
the Jatiya Sangsad (JS).

The crisis appeared to have
reached a point of no return
Wednesday when Leader of the
Opposition in Parlament Shei-
kh Hasina threatened to resign
after the Speaker allowed a
privilege motion against her.

On Monday Speaker Shaikh
Razzak All admitted a similar
motion against the Prime Minis-
ter and Leader of the House

Khaleda Zia.
The Speaker ordered sepa-

Sce Page 12 Col 4

An eerie peace
in the Sangsad!

By Staff Correspondent

Parliament sat for the bri-
efest of sessions yesterday.
All opposition parties excep

~ the Jamaat boycotted the House

over the previous day's alterca-
tion between the Speaker and
the Leader of the Opposition.
Deputy Speaker Humayun
Khan Panni took the chair for
the one-hour session at 4:15
pm when only 30 members, in-
cluding three from the Jamaat,

were present.
After the recitation from the
Holy Quran, the Deputy

Speaker started the question-
answer session. In the mean-
time 25 more members entered
the House.

Jamaat MP Latifur Rahman
raised the first written question
in the House, which was -
nally filed by Awami League
Professor Rafiqul Islam. BNP
MP Abdul Karim pul a supple-
mentary question to Education
Sec Page 12 Col 6
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WB embargo on
aid to BWDB
projects

By A Special Correspondent

The World Bank has recently °

decided not to lend any assis-
tance for new projects to be
implemented by the Bangladesh
Water Development Board
(BWDB). Bank funds will be
available only for emergency
rehabilitation of BWDB projects.

This, however, does not con-
stitute an official suspension of
World Bank (WB] credit to the

key public sector agency in irri-
gation, flood control and water

resources management sector.

Official notice of suspensibn
of disbirsement are served by
the WB when agreements with
the World Bank are violated.

In 19891 the WB suspended
disbursement out of an ongoing
project in the power sector. The

suspension was withdrawn in
early 1992. There is still a ban
on new lending to the power

The BWDB was established
in 1972 by dividing the former
East Pakistan Water and Power
Development
Authority(EPWAPDA] into two
separate — the BWDB
and the BPDB(Bangladesh Po-
wer Development Board).

BWDEB works under the ad-
ministrative control of the
Ministry of Irrigation. Its jeb is
to plan, construct, operate and
maintain for surface
water irrigation, flood control,

and drainage. including town

protection and river training

See Page 12 Col 6
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18,500 new telephone

lines by Mar 94

By Inam Ahmed

The government will intro-
duce 18,500 new telephone
lines by March next year as part
of its plan for large-scale im-
provement of the country's
telecommunication system, an
authoritative source said.

In addition, all digital tele-
phone subscribers will get the
chance, free of cost, to convert
their lines from local to the in-
ternational subscribers dialing
(ISD) system.

“Information technology is
moving fast and we have to try
and keep pace with it", Post and
Telecommunications Minister
Tariqul I[slam told The Daily
Star in an interview.

“We have a good opportunity
of r.r.purﬂng computer soft-
Jvare,” Tariqul Islam said. “For
this we need to overhaul the
country's telecommunications

system.”

Under the ment's new
master plan, another 2.75 lakh
telephone lines will be commis-
sioned by 1996. This will more
than double the telephone
avallability from the present
2.37 lakh sets. At present 1.7
lakh applications seeking new
connections are pending.

Under the new policy for
private sector participation in
the telecommunications sector,
the government will next year
open up its cellular telephone
system to more private enter-
prises. Currently, only one pri-
vate company is marketing cel-
lular phones in .Btmghduh

“That expires in
1004°, the tions
Minister sald. “"We will let more
companies enter this field at the
expiry of the contract.”

This, the minister hopes,

See Page 12 Col 8

The Vice ﬂhancellur nf the Dhaka Umveralt}r Pruf
Emajuddin Ahmed (second from right) is seen seated on the
pedestal of the sculpture he unveiled yesterday on the
campus in memnry of Dr Milon who was killed at the site
durmg an uprising against aqtucratic rule in the country in
— Star photo

StateDepttoppcmald
cut to Pakistan

WASHINGTON. Nov 25: The
State Department signaled its
opposition Wednesday to legis-
eeping Pakistan ineligi-
ble for most US assistance be-
cause of its programme to de-
velop nuclear weapons, reports
AP.

Spokesman Mike McCurry
sald the amendment does not
advance US non-proliferation
objectives in South Asia.

Another officlal, asking not
to be identifled. said the con-
tinued denial of .aid to Pakistan
would allow India to gain a
strategic edge in the region.

The amendment, authored
by Republican Sen Larry
Pressler, requires that aid be
cut off to Pakistan if the admin-
istration is unable to certify
that Pakistan is not developing

a nuclear weapons capahﬂity
It was applied to Pakistan

several years ago, ending an ex-
tended period during which
Pakistan was among the major
recipients of US assistance.

The US aid office in Pakistan
remains open but the adminis-
tration said last week that office
soon will close as part of a gen-
eral cutback.

McCurry sald he was not
certain whether the depart-
ment's position on the Pressler
amendment had been formally
sent to Capitol Hill.

Pressler's office issued a
statement defending the
amendment, which it said the

- White House wanted to repeal

as part of an overhaul of foreign
assistance laws.

Sce Page 12 Col |
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Israel starts pullout

from Gaza, Jericho

JERUSALEM, Nov 25: Israel
has started withdrawing troops
and dismantling bases in occu-
pied lands, ahead of a
December 13 deadline set down
in its accord with the PLO, re-
ports AP.

The movement of forces from
the Gaza Strip and Jericho on
the West Bank shows that
Israel is anxious to test the ac-
cord on limited Palestinian self-
rule.

But the pullout contradicted
official claims that no action
would be taken before negotia-
tors work out the details of a
power transfer in those two sec-
tors.

Israel and the Palestine
Liberation anisation set a
December 13 deadline for be-

ginning the transfer of author-
ity. But the talks have run into
snags over the withdrawal and
other issues, and both sides
have said the deadline is not
definite.

Gag Ben-Ari, spokesman for
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin.
said Wednesday he was not
aware of a pullout. "In principle,
the redeployment of the Israeli
forces will begin only once the
negotiations are concluded,

hopefully by December 13, he
said.

Tht pullnut was first re-
the Israeli media,
thcn confirmed Wednesday by
The Associated Press and a
Western diplomat who spoke on
condition of anonymity.
See Page 12 Col 7
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Milon memorial

sculpture
unveiled at DU

Speakers at a discussion
yesterday said the nation will
not forgive anyone if wrongs
committed by them jeopardies
the hard-earned democracy of
the country, reports UNB.

They appealed to all political

parties, particularly those in
Parliament, to help strengthen

the democratic system and give
it a permanent shape.

The discussion was organ-
ised jointly by Bangladesh
Medical Association (BMA) and
Dr Milon Smriti Sangsad on the

See Mage 12 Col 3
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SAARC Council
of Ministers'
meet in city
December 4

A two-day meeting of the
SAARC Council of Ministers will
begin in Dhaka December 4 fo
review the implementation of
the decisions taken at the last
SAARC summit, It was
announced in Dhaka yesterday,
reports UNB.
leda Zia. the current Chair-
person of the SAARC, is expec-
ted to inaugurate the

The seventh SAARC summit
held in Dhaka last April
adopted a number of action
programmes to promote the so-
clo-economic conditions of more
than one billlon people in the
region

Prominent among them are
the South Asian Preferential
Trade Arrangement (SAPTA), the
Squth Asian Development Fund
(SADF), programmes for poverty
alleviation and development of
women and children and 'Dal
Bhat approach.

Foreign Ministers of the

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Benazir likely
to visit Dhaka
early next year

Prime Minister Benaszir
Bhutto of Pakistan is expected
to pay an official visit to Bang-
ladesh sometime in February,
reports LUINB.

The visit will take place at
the invitation of Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia, diplomatic
sources in Dhaka said yester-

Officials of the two countries
are now working out the detafls
of the planned visit.

The sources said that Bena-
zir will visit Dhaka either in

February or in April, 1994. She

will not undertake visit in

March which will coincide with

the month of Ramadan.
Minister Khalede Zia

“Pakistast ' i August,
1962,

Benazir Bhutto last visited
Dhaka in October 1989 as the
Prime Minister when her
People's Party was in power in
Pakistan.

BCL, Jubo Dal
attack JP meet
in Barisal:
30 hurt

From Staff Correipondelli’t
BARISAL, Nov 25: At least
30 people were injured when
the supporters of the
Jatiyatabadf Jube Dal and the
Jatiya Party clashed today at
12 am at the Bakerganj Thana
H :
They also ransacked the of-
fi of the Thana Nirbahi
cer (TNO} during the clash.
The clash ensued when both

See Page 12 Col 8

Photograph of Mr. Liyagat Ali Chowdhury

This is notified for general information that Misami

Garments Ltd., 35 Topkhana Road, Dhaka, has filed
two Criminal cases No. C.R. No. 1935/93 under section
408, 420 & 468 and CR. Case No. 1963/93 under
section 408 & 468 of the penal code respectively in
the court of Chief Metropolitan Magistrate, Dhaka
against Mr. Liyaqat Ali Chowdhury Son of Rahmat
Ullah Chowdhury of village Gobindapur P.S. Chatkhil,
Dist. Noakhali at present residing at 161/3, Shantinagar,
P.S. Motijheel, Dhaka who is absconding since 23.10.93
after misappropriating huge amount of money from
the Company while serving as Commercial Manager of
the Company. In the above Criminal Cases No. 1935/93
and 1963/95, learned Magistrate ordered for issuing
warrants of arrest against the aforesaid Mr. Liyagat Ali

Chowdhury.

Mr. Liyagat Ali Chowdhury has been dismissed from
his service and he is no longer the Commercial
Manager of the Company and all concerned are
accordingly requested not to enter into any transaction
or dealing with said Mr. Liyaqat Ali Chowdhufy in any
manner in respect with the business of the Company
and if any person does so, he will do so at his own
risk and responsibility and the Company shall not be
liable for the consequences.

Managing Director
Misami Garments Ltd.




