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Nepalese Commerce Secy tells DCCI

Land link thru’ India can promote
Dhaka-Kathmandu trade

By Staff Correspondent

Bilateral trade between
Bangladesh and Nepal would
expand further if the land link
between the twe countries
through India, can be opened
and the existing transportation
problem ts solved.

This was observed by the
visiting Nepalese Ministry of
Commerce Secretary D P
Pandey at a meeting with mem-
bers of the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
at the Chamber Conierence
Room yesterday (Wednesday)

Presided by DCCI President
AT M Waziullah., the meeting
was also attended by Nepalese
Commerce Ministry Under-
Secretary S M Sreshtha and
members of DCCI.

“There are a lot of prospects
for expanding bilateral trade
between the two countries, but
the transportation problem is a
bottleneck and if can only be
overcome if the transit border
points can be opened,” Pandey
said.

The Nepalese government, he
said, has requested the gov-
ernment of India to allow the
opening of the boarder entry
points and enable Bangladesh
and Nepal to use the road and
rail links of only about 46 kilo-
meires.

“We are very keen to divert
our export-import trade through
Bangladesh. The government of
Bangladesh has provided us
with transit facilities, even for
commodities from India.” the
Nepalese civil servant pointed
out. A transit agreement exists
between the two nations since
1976.

Nepal imports urea ferfiliser
and newsprint from Bangla-
desh. It is importing 45,000

metric tons of urea from
Bangladesh this year and is in

terested to procure as much as
1.5 lakh tons, he said, but
transportation problems are
posing an effective barrier in
that trade.

As for example, he added,
Nepal imported 50,000 tons of
urea from Bangladesh in 1991,
but because of the same prob-
lems the consignment had to
be diverted through the Cal
cutta port to ensure timely de

livery

Nepal is interested to export
pulses, vegetable seeds. fruits
and other items to Ban@lades
he said. Nepal is a big exporter
of pulses and could annually
export about 20000 tons to

Bangladesh.

He also expressed an interest
to supply boulders from Nepal
for the construction of the
Jamuna Bridge

During his visit here the
Nepalese Commerce Secretary
discussed with his Bangladesh

BSFIC asked to submit
comprehensive action plan

State Minister for Indus-
tries Lutfor Rahman Khan
directed the BSFIC authority to
immediately prepare and sub-
mit a comprehensive action
plan on cost-control and cost-
minimisation in different man-
agerial and operational areas of
each of the 16 sugar mills so
that the corporation could
reach the breakeven point in
near future.

The State Minister was ad-
dressing a special meeting of
the officials and executives of
Bangladesh Sugar and Food
Industries Corporation on im-
plementation of plans and
policies for restructuring and
development of the sugar in
dustry here vesterday, says a
press release

Secretary, Minis:try of
Industries A H M Abdul Hye,
Additional Secretary of the
ministry Ataul Karim, Chair-
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man, BSFIC Meer Belayet
Hossain, directors, executives
and other high officials of
BSFIC attended the meeting.

The minister said that
country's sugar mills had to be
made efficient and viable in
the greater interest of the

common people.

If the sugar mills in our

. neighbouring countries could

run efficiently., so should also
ours since the environmental
and secio-economic conditions

of the region were nol much
different, he added

He pointed out that there
were ample scope for curtail-
ing the operational and over
head expenditure of our sugar
mills.

He also advised the BSFIC
authority to economise in
other areas of activities within
shortest possible time.
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D P Pandey (1st

counterpart and also the rail
way secretary. "We have dis
cussed about the problems and
concurred on the need to make
some sort of arrangements 1o
reach the consignments on
time and the Bangladesh gov
ernment is keen to help us
through rail transport.”

Nepal sought concessional
tariff rates froon Bangladesh for
its pulse exports and also a re
evaluation of the tariff valuation
for the product under the
SAARC spirit, he pointed out.

Providing a detalled descrip
tion of the economic and trade
liberalisation stepe taken by
Nepal, Pandey said "We do not
have any restrictions rather we
welcome your technology. capi
tal and help in developing our
economy.”

Earlier, during his address
the DCCI president urged joint
efforts to diversify trade be-
tween the two countries and
further cooperation I::uﬂwn the
chamber bodies.

Waziullah pointed out that
the trade flow between the two
countries has not developed up
to the desired level over the
years and even the existing vol-
ume of trade is unstable.

Bangladesh exported Taka
7.13 million worth of goods to
Nepal and imported Taka 11.65
million worth of goods from
Nepal during 1992-93 while the
figure stood at Taka 17.9 mil-
lion and Taka 4.43 million in
1991-92, and Taka 5.64 million
and Taka 4 .84 million respec-
tively in 1990-91.

Later, the meeting was. fol-
lowed by a lively discussion and
a vote of thanks was delivered
by DCCI Vice President Jamal
Haider.
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US sees gloomy | Good demand leads tea |

prospects of

global economy

WASHINGTON, Nov 24: The
Clinton administration issued a
report Wednesday with a
gloomy picture of global eco
nomic prospects and called on
Japan and Germany to do more
to end their current slump,

reports AP
The report by the the Trea-
sury Department said the

United States, Canada and
Britain were In firmly estab-
lished recovery but that
prospects in Japan and conti-
nental Europe remained dis

couraging

lTeasury Secretary Lovyd
Bentsen said the report under
scored the urgent need f{or
Germany and other nations in
Europe to cut interest rates
further and for Japan to fulfill
pledges it made six months
ago at the economic summit in

Tokyo.

Bentsen called on all coun-
tries to meet a December 15
deadline for world trade talks
under the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade. He said
agreement would provide a
critical boost to global growth
by opening new markets and
encouraging trade.
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prices to remain firm

By Staff Correspondent

Good demand led most tea
prices to remain firm at this
week's auction sale held in
Chittagong on Tuesday lasi

According to a Unity Brokers
market report, prices for most
varieties of tea were sustained
at around last levels following a
good export and internal de
mand at this sale.

However, there were some
withdrawals in the leaf section
where sellers were unwilling to
meet the market. Pust was the
strongest feature of the sale due
to the active participation of the
internal loose tea buyers and
the packeteers

Major export buyers at the

sale were Russia. Poland, Jor
dan and Pakistan

Withdrawals at the sale
stood at 27 per cent of the offer-
ings as against last week's 26
per cent.

In the leaf category, a total of
22,782 packages were offered at
the sale. Of which, the export
buvers purchased 49 per cent
while the local traders ac
counted for 22 per cent of the
sale and the remaining 29 per
cent was withdrawn

In the dust category, 2,671
patkagu were offered at the

auction, of which, the internal
buyers brought 72 per cent
while the export buyers pur
chased 10 per cent and the rest
|8 per cent remained unsold.
Following is the category-
wise market performance report
as prepared by Unity Braokers:
CTC: Bold brokens met good
demand and sold at around last
prices. Smaller types were an ir
regular market and were firm to
occasionally easier by upto
paisa 0.50 and selective internal
lines sold at between Taka
51.00 and Taka 55.00 per kg.

GREEN TEA: 200 packages
were offered and these met with
a good general demand. FYH
sold at Taka 56. and Taka
57.50. YH's sold at Taka 56 and
59.50 and Hyson sold at Taka
58.30 per kg

DUST: 2.67] packages on
offer met strong demand at
mostly dearer rates. Clean pow
dery types often inclined by
taka one and two per kg the
next tea auction sale would be
held in Chittagong on November
23 and total offerings would
consist of about 21,000 pack
ages of leaf and another 3,000

_EackaEu of dust.

Inspection of
Indian airbus
fleet begins

NEW DELHI, Nov 24: india's
iwo pational carriers, Air india
and Indian Airlines started
checking their airbus (fleet
Tuesday following the ferced
landing of an Indian Airlines
airbus last week, K the Press
Trust of India said. reports AFP

The inspection of the 10 air-
bus A300 planes belonging to
indian airlines, one of the
world's largest regional airlines.
and the three airbus A300 BAS
of Air India would be completed
in two days. the news agency
quoted officials as saying in
Bombay .

The enquiry was ordered by
the civil aviation head HS
Khosia. after an Indian Airlines
craft made an emergency land-
ing in a ricefield near the

| southern city of Tirupati after

the plane's flaps malfunctioned
All 247 passengers and crew
escaped unhurt but senjor pdlot

captain RP Bhalla was
grounded while a probe was
carried out
Bhalla said a
nomenon”
crash
“Everything went wrong
when the flaps in an extended
landing configuration got stuck
and did not retract,” he said.

“freak phe
had caused the

Govt fails to firm up spending

The domestic resource mob-
ilisation of the government, so
far, seems to be on the right
track with target achieved al-
most to the mark.

However, despite this en-
couraging resource mobilisa-
tion, government has faile, as
yet. to firm up its spen<iing in

By Inam Ahmed

public investment.

According to sources, the in
ternal revenue collection for
July-October period of this fis
cal year turned out to be Taka
2626.02 crore. The amount was
more than 99 per cent of the
target.

This year's collection for the

L} Secretar}r | Nupa]ese 'ﬂm:ntr} uFCnmmEﬂ:ﬂ addressing a meeting of DCCI

members at the Chamber's conference room yesterday. Also seen in the picture are DCCI
President ATM Wamullah (M) and Nepalese Ministry of Commerce Under-Secretary SM

_Sreshtha. — Star photo
5 pc Pak govt ;
jobs for women US House Okays $ 1b to

ISLAMABAD, Nov 24: Pakistani
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto ordered government
departments on Tuesday to
reserve five per cent of gov-
emment jobs for women, re-
ports Reuter,

“The Prime Minister ... directed
that in future five per cent of
government jobs be reserved

for women,” the statement
said,

Al present there is no job guota

for women, who are poorly
represented in the civil ser-
vice despite pledges by surc-
cessive governments to give
special consideration to
women seeking employment
in competition with male
candidates.

On Monday, Bhutto's month-old
cabinet called for the cre-
ation of a separate women's
police force to guard against
frequently-alleged police vio-
lence against women.

‘make Jobless payment

WASHINGTON, Nov
Ending weeks of delay, [hf_‘:
House of Representatives sent
President Clinton a bill' Tuesday

to provide jobless Americans:

more unemployment payments,
reports Reuter.
The House gave the bill

Congress's final approval 320-

105, Clinton has promised to
sign it into law.

The one billion dollar mea-
sure provides 13 weeks of extra
benefits to the long-term
unemployed in states with the
highest unemployment and
seven weeks of extra benefits in
other states.

Most likely. only Alaska,
California, West Virginia and
Puerto Rice will qualify for the
13-week programme.

The programme will pertnit
anyone to receive emergency

e
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beneflits starting as late as
February 5, with the final ben-
efits expiring in the spring.

The Clinton admin...ration
has said the »™ 't 250,000
workers a m-...nn use up their
benefits, meaning the pro-
gramme is expected to help
more than one million workers.

One of the problems that de-

Jlayed passage of the bill was its

financing provisions.

In the final version, the mea-
sure is flnanced in part bv a
programme requiring - .ies (o
identify jobless workers who are
unlikely to be able to get their
jobs back,

Special resources, paid for
by funds that have already been
appropriated by the federal
governmment for job develop-
ment, will be used to help those
people find jobs.
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(left) and Mostafa Jﬂhbar also seen.,
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Sa_uad Hl}ﬂﬂﬂlﬂ (M), President, Bangladesh Computer buclet}r, addresﬂmg a press canf&renr:e on ..
the occasion of BCS Cumput.ﬂr Show ‘93 at Hotel Purbani in the city yesterday. Moin Khan
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Seoul may allow
20,000 1llegal
foreign workers

SEOUL, Nov 24: South
Korea, concerned about acute
labour shortages in factories,
will consider allowing some
20,000 migrant foreign workers
to be hired legally next year,
government officials said
Monday, reports AP.

All foreigners illegally work-
ing in South Korea have been
ordered to report and leave by a

December 15 deadline, trigger- |

ing complaints [rom small busi-
nesses that rely on illegal aliens

to keep down labour costs. A

Labour Ministry officlals said
some foreigners would be al-
lowed to stay on. but others
would be ordered out.

Public
illegal workers has grown in
South Korea, with many blam-
ing them for increasing crime
and rising overall unemploy-

ment.
Government officials esti-

mate more than 58,000 foreign-
ers — mastly from China, the
Philippines and other less de-
veloped Asian nations — are
working in South Korea with
tourist visas.

About 5,000 foreigners are
employed officially as technical
trainees, and the number would
be increased to 20,000 next
year labour Minister Rhee In-je
said last week.

New OPEC
President

VIENNA, Nov 24: Qatar Oil
Minister Abdullah Bin Hamad
Al-Attiyah was named President
Tuesday of the Organisation of
Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) until the next ordinary
conference, a source close to
the organisation said, reports
AFP.

The Qatar minister, who was
OPEC Vice-President, succeeds
Jean Ping, the Gabonese minis-
ter.

Libyan Oil Minister Abdalla
Salem El-Badri was named
Vice-President, the source said.

US provides
refugees in
ex-Y slavia
with $ 30 m

. WASHINGTON, Nov 24
The United States has pro-
vided 30 million dollar to help
refugees in former Yugoslavia,
especially in Bosnia-Herze-
govina, face the hardships of
winter, the State Department
announced, reports AFP.

“With the onset of winter...
there is an urgent need to
provide support to the pro-
grammes of the international
agencies and non-government
organisations wnrking in the
former Yugoslavia,” spokesman
Michael McCurry said in a

statement issued Monday

resentment against |

period was Tk 72 crore higher
than last year's amount for the
same period.

But on the project spending
side, the implementation rate,
like the previous year, is still
trailing much behind the target

Sources said, some of the
ministries have not been able to
use more than 60 per cent of
the target.

The scenery matches with
the Finance Minister's latest
remark at a press briefing that
there has been no shortage of
counterpart money in project
implementation.

Collection in cestoms duty,
the biggest source of revenue
income, surpassed its target by
4.5 per cent and stood at Tk
963.74 crore during July

October period. The amount
was Tk 856 90 crore on the cor-

responding period last year.

"This increased collection
was mainly due to the gradual
increase in imports and produc-
tions,” said a source In the
Finance Ministry.

"Value Added Tax (VAT) col-
lection from imports, however,
dropped by about Tk 19 crore

‘In public investment

from the target and siood at Tk
523.66 crore. It was even Tk 47
crore less than last year's col
lection for the same time.

But VAT collection from the
local production drastically fell
short of the target by about Tk
103 crore to Tk 286.77 crore
Last year's collection for the
same period was Tk 253 crore.

"Pilferages of VAT in the local
production still occur,” a source
in the National Board of Re-
venue said. "The NBR's man-
power and logistics are not still
strong enough to cope with the
situation.”

Thére was a huge leap in
supplementary duty collection
It surpassed the target by Tk 90
crore to Tk 389 crore. Last
yvear's collection was Tk 263
crore.

The excise duty collection
was Tk 36.19 crore against the
target of Tk 46 crore.

Supplementary duty collec-
tion increased to Tk 26.30 crore
from the target of Tk 6.55 crore.

Despite such ups and downs
in the revenue sub-sectors, the
income tax collection-remained
almost stable at Tk 361 crore.
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1. Tender No. 2
of 1993-94
2. Name of Work

@ Tender Inviting
| Notice

. Executive Engineer, Cox's Bazar
O&M Division, WDB, Cox's Bazar.
. Repairing & resectioning of old

Embankment in polder No. 65/A-3
under EIP Assistance during 1993-

94.
Repairing & resectioning of old

3. Estimated cost

Embankment in polder No. 65/A-3

under

EIP Assistance works

estimated cost of Tk. 3,24,940/=,
Tk.3,52,835/= and 2.61,940/=

4. Earnest money

2!% of the estimated cost and 1% of

the estimated cost for fixed deposit
holder.

5. Time allowed As

mentioned

in the statement

enclosed with tender documents.

6. Eligibility of

"C"&"D" class of BWDB's

Contractor enlisted contractor of 1993-94,
7. Name of office 1. Sonali Bank, Cox's Bazar branch,
where tender Cox's Bazar.
documents will 2. Janata Bank, WAPDA branch,
be available Dhaka.

3. Chittagong O&M Divisioni No.
II, WDB, Chittagong.

4. Cyclone Protection

Division, WDB, Cox's Bazar.

8. Name of Officer
receiving the tender

1. Executive Engineer, Cox's Bazar
0O&M Division, WDB, Cox's Bazar.

2. Executive Engineer, Chittagong

O&M Division

No. 11, WDB,

Chittagong.
3. Executive Engineer, Dhaka O&M
Division No. [I, WDB, Dhaka.

4. Executive Engineer,

Cyclone

Protection Division, WDB, Cox's

Bazar.
9. Last date of selling 7-12-93 up to 2.00 pm in all
of tender offices.
| 0. Date of receiving - 6-12-93, 7-12-93 & B-12-93 up 10
tender 12.00 Noon in all offices.
1 1. Date of opening : 8-12-93 at 12.30 pm in all offices.
the tender

PANI-218/93-94
DFP (G) 19290-21/11
G-1619

Liaquat-Al-Farugue
Executive Engineer

Cox's Bazar O&M Division
WDB, Cox's Bazar



