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Khaleda returns
home today

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia returns home this
evening ending her three-day
official visit to Nepal.The Pri-
me Minister is visiting Nepal
at the invitation of Nepalese
Prime Minister Girija Prasad
Koirala, reports BSS.

Zia had an audience
with the King of Nepal, Biren-
dra Bir Vikram. at the Nara-
yanghity royal palace in the
evening yesterday.

The Prime Ministex held
exclusive talks with the King
for half an hour. -

L]
Later the King and the
Queen hosted a private dinner

in honour of the Prime
Minister.

Svensson calls
on Hasina

Visiting Swedish Minister
for International Development
Cooperation and Human Rights
Issues Alfl Svensson had a
meeting with Leader of the

Opposition in Parliament and

president of the Awami League
Sheikh Hasina at her Parlia-
ment office yestérday. They
discussed various issues rela-
ting to economic, social and
political affairs of the two
countries, reports BSS. '

L L]
10 injured as

Ten 'people were injured
when a train derailed between
Borokatna and Hatibandha in
Lalmonirhat district yesterday,
disrupting rail communication
in the route. Railway Control
Room sources here said five
wagons of they Lalmonirhat-
bound mixed train with pas-
sengers and cargo from
Burimari went off the track at
2:15 pm, causing minor in-
Juries to .10 people. A relief
train from Lalmonirhat rushed
to the scene, but train service
could not yet be restored, re-
ports UNB.
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Tripartite cooperation on regional waters emphasised

Kathmandu urged to uphold Dhaka’s

interests in its accords with Delhi

KATHMANDU, Nov 23: Bang-
ladesh and Nepai today em-

phasised close cooperation

among the countries of the re-
gion for development and man
agement of water bodies for bet-
ter utilisation of the untapped
watler resources.

During a twothour official
talks here. Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia. leader of the
Bangladesh delegation, re-
quested the Nepalese govern-
ment to keep in view the inter-
est of Bangladesh as the lower
riparian in any bilateral under-

or accord with India to
exploit the water resources of
Nepal, especially of the eastern
rivers, which jointly contribute
about 70 per cent of the flow of
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the Ganges.

The talks were held at the
Singha Durbar, the office of the
Nepalese Prime Minister Girtja
Prasad Koirala who represented
his country.

A member of the
delegation told BSS after the
talks that Begum Zia had un-
deriined the need for a tripartite
framework of coopera-
tion for development and man-
agement of water resources. The
solution of the problems on a
regional basis, she said, would
significantly enhance the opti-
mal use of water.

The Nepalese Prime Minister
welcomed the Bangladesh
leader’s stand.

During the talks, the two

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia receiving a

L]

sides discussed the entire ga
mut of bilateral and regional is
sues of common concern. The
two countries also emphasised
the importance of development
of tourtsm and the enhance
men{ of trade between Nepal
and Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh side pro
posed that joint venture pro
jects could be set up in Nepal in
the private sector for manufac
ture of readymade garments
jute carpets and jute goods.

Prime Minister Begum Zia of
fered scholarships in leather
and textile technology to
Nepalese students. Bangladesh
also offered to export rice to
Nepal

The Nepalose side expressed

SRR

carved wooden window from the Mayor of

Kathmandu P L Singl_'l yesterday during a civic reception held in her honour in the Ngpalese

.capital.

— AFP photo

e

its willingness to impart train
ing to Bangladeshis on hotel
management and tourism. It
also offered to export Dat’
[puises) 10 Bangladesh.

The two sides expressed
identical views that no devel
opment strategy could achieve
success without eradication of
poverty in the region. They also
stressed the need for population
control and development of ed-
ucation to remove poverty

In this regard, Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
gave the outline of the pro
grammes taken up by her gov
ernment to eradicate poverty in
Bangladesh

Primpe Minister Koirala began
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South Asia must

give priority to

women’s status,
says Khaleda

KATHMANDU, Nov 23: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said here today that develop
ment policies in the countries of
South J':Must give priority to
ralsing and economic sta
tus of women, reports BSS.

“Concerns for women need to
be incorporated within the
[ramework of national develop-
ment planning in a compre-
hensive manner.” Begum
Khaleda Zia said while making
the closing statement at the
SAARC ministerial conference
on women and family health at
the International Convention

tre here.

The Prime Minister said ade-
guate resources should also be
allocated for development of
women community, She pointed
out that it was not enough

ely to formulate Fugnlmmt

jectives and allocate 're-
SOUrces. .

"We are also required to gen-
erate mechamnisms and instru-
merts responsive to the
dimension of development
activities. An approach sensitive
to the rights of women is not
just a political imperative but a
basic condition for sustained
economic and social progress
she said, adding: "It calls for a
radical change and a
commitment to people-centred
development.”

The Prime Minister said we
are all aware that women ac-
count for more than half of the
pogulation of South Asja and
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(16 killed in Dhamrai bus plunge
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At least 16 people were
killed and 40 others injured
a score of them seriously
when a minibus plunged Into a
J0-feet deep ditch tearing the
guard ralls of a bridge at
Dhamral on the Dhaka-Aricha
Highway yesterday evening

Eleven passengers died In
stantaneously while five others
succumbed to their injuries at
the Manikganj Sadar Hospital,
both police and hospital
sources said

Witnesses said the Ghior
bound bus met the tragic fate
when it swerved at f[ull-speed,
to give the right of way to an-
other bus coming from the op
posite direction on the bridge
at Daudia under Dhamral
Police Station in Manikgan|
district.

The surviving passengers

blamed the driver for reckless
minibus which.’
\ started from the Dhaka Gabtall

driving. The

By Staff Correspondent
terminal, was over-loaded,
they added

Of the dead nine people

were |dentified as Shukur Ali
30, of Sutipara. Kader,K 35, of
Savar: Jogesh. 45 of Saturia;
Delwar, 35 of Daudia: Mukul
25, of Ghior; Hasina, 45 of
Manikganj. Abu Taleb, 32, of
Dhamrai: Abdul Aziz, 70. of
Lalmatia, Dhaka. and Rawshan
Ara, 45, of Manikghn|

Twenty critically injured
passengers were admitted to
the Manikgan| Sadar Hospital
while five others were sent to
Dhaka last night

Other injured passengers
were rushed to different hos-
pitals at Savar, Dhamral and
Manikgan

Villagers. police from the
Savar and Dhamrai stations
and fire service personnel from
Manikganj rushed to the spot
and rescued the passengers
trapped inside the bus

Bodies of the passenger
whe died on the spot
Laken w the Dhamral police sta-
ton while [ive other bodies
kept In the Manikganj hospital
morgue. hospital sources sald

Ironically. only the day be-
fore. the Inspector General o
Police (IGP) A S M Shahjahan
at a meeting with senijor pol
officers at the Polioe headguar-
ters in the city. instructed the
officers to m s’lr‘lﬂ#‘nt mea-
sures against bus drivers whaol
CAITY eXCess passeTigers

UNB adds In another accl-
dent on the Aricha highway,
people died and five others were
injured when a fish-laden truck
plunged into an eight -feet ditch
at Hemayetpur in Savar

The accident occurred at
about 8 am yesterday when the
driver of the Dhaka-boun
truck from Nayarhat lost con-
trol. Fish trader Manik Mia. 40,
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Police action on Nov 10

Hasina leads brief
walkout in protest

By Staff burrespundent

The Awami League(AL)-led

Opposition yesterday staged a
brief walkout in the Jatiya

Sangsad (JS] to protest the gov-
ernment's alleged violation of
the Opposition's constitutional
right to hold public rallies.
Chief of the Opposition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina an-
nounced the walkout a few
minutes before the conclusion
of a ‘'one-hour discussion on

Matin denies
charge

By Staff Correspondent

Home Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury expressed his
readiness to resign if anybody
could prove he was ever a
Tazakar'.

He posed the challenge after
a number of Awami League
MPs, during a general discus-
sion on the November 10 inci-
dents around the Secretariat,
dubbed him a ‘razakar of Tk 6'.

He also demanded that the
phrase be expunged from the
proceedings, terming it as
‘untrue and false.”

Branding the Home Minister
a ‘razakar’ (collaboration of the
Pakistan army during the 1971
Liberation war) some of the AL
members said that “Matin
Chowdhury should in fact be-
come the home minister of
Pakistan.”

\

the police ‘attack on the Oppo
sition activists during the AL
sponsored sit-in in the city on
November 10.

AL chief Shelkh Hasina,
while arguing In favour of the

walkout said, the constitution

ensured the citizens' right to
held rallies, bring out proces-
slons and register protests
against any anti-people activi
ties of the government.

"But the government re-
sorted to police atrocity against

" the Opposition activists who

tried to stage a peaceful sit-in
around the Secretariat on
November 10 last in demand of
the repeal of the Indemnity Or-
dinance, the Anti-Terrorism Act
and implementaiion of a four
point accord signed between the
Opposition and ruling party
more than a year ago,” she said.
The government, instead of
showing sympathy towards the
people’'s demands, hit the Op-
position activists brutally,
Hasina alleged. it was unfortu-
nate, especially because on the
same day in 1987, Noor Hos-
sain sacrificed his
democracy. the AL chief said.
The BNP had behaved in the
same way the autocratic regime
of Ershad behaved a few years
ago, she added.
. Hasina, making these obser-
vations in the House, an-
nounced a five-minute walkout
and called on all the Opposition
Scv Page 12 Col 1

life for

'Experts for studying feasibility of
a (Ganges barrage in Bangladesh

Water experts at the second
conference on the Eastern
Himalayan Waters yesterday
agreed on undertaking studies
regarding the feasibility of a
Ganges barrage in Bangladesh,
a multi-purpose barrage in
Tipaimukh, India and a hydro-
electric plant in Nepal.

The experts who attended
the two-day meet which con-
cluded in the city yesterday,
heped implementation of the
findings of these studies would
help optimise the use of com-
mon waters and benefit the
people of the region.

At a post conference press
briefing yesterday evening,
chairperson of the desh
Unnayan Parishad (BUP) Dr QK
Ahmed said. the water experts
from Nepal. India and Bangla-
desh, among other things,
agreed on full transparency and
sharing of data and informa-
tion in the region.

The two-day non-government
conferénce was organised
the BUP and the Global Infras-
tructure Fund (GIF) Research
Foundation of Japan and atten-

By Staff Correspondent

ded by five experts from India,
five from Nepal, ten from
Bangladesh and 13 from the
GIF.

The press briefing, addressed
by Ahmed, was also addressed
by Amjad Hossain Khan of
Approtech Consultant Ltd.,
Dhaka, BUET Professor Ainun
Nishat, former
India Ramaswamy R Iyer, BG
Verghese and Advisor to the
Nepalese Planning Commission
Dr K Rijal.

The Managing Director. of
GIF Dr N Yamamoto, RS Basi of
Alaska Pacific University, USA,
GIF advisor Dr AH Shibusawa
and GIF Director T Ueki were
also present.

Ahmed said. the conference
discussed the trends in con-
temporary international water
law development, equitable
sharing of international waters,
and balancing of environmental
and water management issues.

The conference recom-
mended a feasibility study of
the Ganges barrage project
should be undertakén near
Pangsha in Rafbari district. It

Secretary of

also agreed on a study of the
adverse impacts and benefits of
the Tipaimukh multi-purpose
project on the river Borak in
India.

“The detalled engineering
study of the Tipaimukh project
has already been corpleted,”
Ahmed said. "Now we should
see what will be its impact on
Bangladesh, where the river
flows in and is known as the
Meghna with its tributaries—
the Surma and the Kushiyara."

The experts also agreed on a
detailed engineering study of
the West Seti hydro-electric
project in Nepal.

The conference requested the
GIF to facilitate funding for
these projects.

The participants of the con-
ference also discussed an insti-
tutional arrangement to deal in
the eastern Himalayan waters.
They agreed that the BUP and
the Centre for Policy Research
(CPR) in India would act as the
secretariat in the two countries.

Nepal would propose the
name of an institution as its

Sec Page 12 Col 6

DU students

observe

strike
By Staff Correspondent

Some students yesterday
kept the Dhaka University un-
der lock and key protesting the
killing of one of their comrades.

Alok Kanti Pal, a third-year
student of Political Science of
the university, was shot dead in
the Shaheed Titumir Hall of the
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology (BUET)
late Monday night.

Lalbagh police said that no
progress was made in the in-
vestigation and the killers are
yet to be traced.

Alok was shot dead from
close range near the BUET hall
while he was leaving along with
two other companions who fled
the scene immediately after the
incident.

Police suspect the two per-
sons, yet unidentified, who were
with Alok were responsible for
the murder.

Alok belonged to a dissident
group of the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (BCL) led by
Mostafa Mohsin Mantu, a
former Awami League-leader
who has joined the Gano Forum

Sce Page 12 Col.5
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CHT talks toda

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 23: The
stage is set for the sixth round
of peace talks between the par-
llamentary committee headed
by the Communications Minis-
ter Oli Ahmed and the Shan-
tibahini leaders tomorrow at the
Khagrachhari Circuit House.

Official sources said, the

closed-door dialogue, scheduled

to begin at 10 am, is expected
to be attended by a five-member
Shantibahini team led by J B
Larma alias Shanto Larma,
president of the Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
Samity (PCJSS), the parent or-
ganisation of the armed tribal
rebels.

An MA degree holder, Shanto
Larma. aged over 50, took over
the leadership of the PCJSS as
its president after his elder
brother Manabendranath (MN)
Larma, the founder-president of
the orgagisation. was killed on
November 10,1983, during in-
fighting involving a splinter fac-
tion of the Shantibahini (Prit
group) led by Priti Kumar
Chakma. Most of the members
of this break-away group later
surrendered to the government
en masse on June 29, 1985,

But the main group of the

F.

Shantibahini under the com-
mand of Shanto Larma contin-
ued with its insurgency de-
manding autonomy of the CHT
and expulsion of non-tribals
[Bangalees) from their homes.

Before taking over as presi-
dent Shanto commanded the
military wing of the PCJSS,
sources informed.

Tomorrow's round of talks is
likely to witness a detailed dis-
cussion on the demands of the
Shantibahini and the repatria-
tion of Chakma refugees, now
living in camps in the Indian
state of Jaipura.

Meanwhile, five days ahead
of the talks some frontier se-
curity outposts were withdrawn
as per conditions placed by the
leaders of the Shantibahini.

The last round of talks was
end on September 18.

The Shantibahini delegation
will be received tomorrow mom-
ing at Dudukchhari, a border
village under Panchhari thana
of the Khagrachhgri hill district,
by the members of the Liaison
Commitiee. They will then be
flown by helicopter to the
Circuit House for the talks ex-
pected to continue till four in
the afternoon.

NBR launches survey to expand tax-base, curb evasion

By S Y Bakht

- The National Board of Rev-
enue (NBR) has launched a na-
tionwide income tax survey
aimed at enlarging the coun-
ry's tax-base from the existing
six lakh taxpayers to about 20
lakh over the next five years.

According to officlal
sources, the initial thrust of
the survey would be to curb tax
evasion, which is suspected to
be quite wide . by cross-
checking the sources of in.
come of individuals and busi-
nesses with their income tax
returns df 8 years,

Initiated on October 18, the

first stage of the survey, to be
completed by Mharch next,
would include collection of in-
formation abaut the incomes of
government officials, profes-
sionals. home owners, shops
and business establishments,
private schools and even med-
ical clinics.

A highly-placed NBR source
pointed out that members of
the elite recreational clubs and
car-owners in Dhaka and Chit-
lagong are also being jargeted,
for the first time, under the
income tax survey.

"The difference in this

year's income tax survey s that
the programme began with
checking of the tax return
documents of the NBR officials
themselves and is being ex-
panded to other government
officials,” he said.

The government officials
have been served notices to
provide Information about
their tax returns along with
the general index registration
(GIR) number by October 30,

If they fail to meet the
deadline, the NBR source
added, tax officials would carry
out investigations and take le-

gal actions against them.
Under the existing income

tax laws, all individuals with an

annual earning of over Tk

40,000 are required to pay in-,

come tax. Individuals., includ-
ing government officials, are
required to file their own in-
come tax returns. even if it is
deducted at the source of
payment.

During the first stage of the
survey. Income tax officials
would collect information from

the taxpayers. They would be

' issued notices to furnish their

GIR numbers and if they fail to

do they would be liable to
prosecution after investiga-
tions, the source said.

Tax commissioners are go-
ing to conduct the survey in all
the five divisions of the coun-
try and would counter-check
the tax return information
forwarded by the taxpayers.

Tax officials are also prepar-
ing lists and collecting infor
mation about all Kindergarten
and other private schools,
medical clinics and all types
of shops and business estab
lishments

These measures are de-

signed to broader the tax-net
and to curb tax evasion, the
source noted

During the initial survey, he
said. a total of about 373 shops
located in the Baitul Mukarrum
and Dhaka Stadium areas could
not provide their tax return
papers.

Members of the elite Dhaka
Club, the Gulshan Club and
Chittagong Club have all been
served notices to provide in-
formation about their tax re
turns, the NBR source added.

‘1t Is being suspected that
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JS to discuss
PM’s remarks
Monday

By Staff Correspondent

Discussion on the Prime
Minister's reported commenits
relating to Parliament will mow
be held on Monday instead of
Sunday, Speaker Shalkh Ras-
zak Ali informed the House yes-
terday .

The discussion has been
postponed at the request of the
Prime Minister who called the
Speaker from Nepal and said
she had a prior programme in
Cox's Bazar on that day
(Sunday).

The members accgpted the
fresh date for the debate.

Speaker Shaikh Razzak Al
in a ruling Monday, accepted
the notices for breach of privi-
leges of the MPs by the com-
memnts ascribed to the Leader of
the House Prime Minister Be-
gum Zia who reportedly. during
her speech at a eity
November 7, said that “unirue
statements are made in the
House by some members.”

Twenty-seven MPs from the
Awami League, the Jatiya Party
gnd Jamaat-e-Islami submitted
the notices on which the
Speaker allowed a two-hour
discussion.

AL says Rafiq
violated rules

of procedure
By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Sangsad yester-
day witnessed a brief but
heated discussion on a privi-
lege motion brought by Works
Minister Rafiqul Islam Miah at
some repdrted comments
Opposition leader Sheikh
Hasina.

Barrister Rafiq submitted
the notice saying that Hasina's’
comments &en November 19
regarding the Prime Mmister
and her cabinet colleagues had
breached his privileges as a
member of Parliament.

The Awami League chief, on
her return from China, report-
edly told newsmen at the air-
port that "The Prime Minister
and other ministers frequently
tell lies in the House."

AL member Sheikh Selim
said that Barrister Rafiq has vi-
olated Article 280 of the Rules
of Procedure by passing the
notice to the press before it
was accepted by 'the Speaker
in the House.

Article 280 does not permit

disclosure of the subject mat-

ter of a notice before its accep-
tance by the Speaker.
Sheikh Selim, displaying a

copy of the notice, which he
reportedly collected from the

press, said that since the min-

ister violated the Rules of Pro-
cedure, his notfce should not

See Page 12 Col 8
Electricity
Amendment
Bill passed

The Jatlya Sangsad last
night passed with minor
amendments the electricity
Amendment Bill, 1993, en-
hancing punishment for of-
fences like meter bypass, thaft
of energy, unauthorised power
supply and malicious wasting
of energy, reports BSS.

Fhe bill. piloted by Energy
Minister Dr Khondoker Mo-
sharraf Hossain. was passed by
voice vote after rejecting the
amendments moved by the
opposition members seeking
that the bill be sent for elicit-
ing public opinton and sent if
to the select committee.

Provisions were made In
the bill to award highest pun-
ishment of five years jail term
and fine of taka 10,000 for
theft of energy




