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District roundt up
DINAJPUR |

Preparations
for wheat
production

Nov 23 : The production of
74 thousand metric tons of
wheat has been set on 13,000
hectares of land In the
13thanas of the district during
the current year. Official sou-
rces said, reports UNB.

Ann:l'dlng to Agriculture Ex-

t sources,

3,800 hmtnml of land in sadar
thana, 3,624 hectares in Chrir-
bandar thana. 6,218 hectares in
thana, 5,900 hectares in

Birol thana, 2.845 hectares in
Nowabganj thana. 1,570 hec-
tares'in Phulbari thana, 1,659
hectares in Khanshama thana,
2,425 hectares in Kaharole
thana, 2,777 hectares in
Bochaganj thana. 1,790 hec-
tares in Hakimpur thana and
1,872 hectares of lands in
Ghoraghat thana have been
marked for cultivation of wheat.

It may be mentioned here
last year production was 82,252
metric tons of wheat on 38,580
hectares of lands in the same
thanas.

CoMILLA
Diarrhoea kills
2, attacks 200

Nov 23: Diarrhoea claimed at
least two lives and attacked
about 200 others at Alkara
union in Sadar thana last
week, says UNB.

Thé dead were identified as
Iscafil, son of Khokan Miah of
Sonaicha village and Roni Be-
gum (12), daughter Latu Miah
* of Karchuli in the thana.

The worst affected villages
are Sonaicha, Sinalmuri.
Kurchuli and Damarpar.

Consumption of adulterated
Jood and taking of impure water
were said the to be main rea-
spns behind the outbreak of the
disease. In the absence of medi-
cal teams the affected people
- ed
They u the concern
authorities to tch medical
teams ‘in the

dispatch
l.ﬂ'ncted" I.n
combat the spread of
ease.

BHOLA

Town protection
work starts

Hw.‘lﬂ:'l"lmwnrknnﬂhulq

tgwn embarikmient
has Saturday involving
an expenditure of Taka 15

The project is expected to be
completed by the end of 1995,
according to an official press
release.

State Minister for Irrigation,

Water Development and Flood
Control Mosharral Hoesain

Shajahan was present on the
occasion.

Later, speaking at two sepa-
rate gatherings at Bhola Shaja-
han said the present govern-
ment was determined to protect
each area from erosion. Steps
has been taken to save the peo-
ple from erosion. he added.

RAJSHAHI
Workshop on
teaching
of psychology

Nov 23. A two-day workshop

on "Find Out the Problems Re-
lated to Teaching of Psychology”
began at the Seminar Room of
Psychology Department of Ra-
jlhl!ﬂumtyﬂlturd-r re-

various colleges under
University and Rajshahi and
Jessore Education Boards par-
in i

The workshop highlights
problems relating to textbook,
curriculam, glossary and prac-
tical classes.

adesh Psychological ,

Association has organised the
workshop. said a release
singed by Prof M Nurullah.
General Secretary of the asso-
clation.

NOAKHALI
Discussion
meeting on

political
background

Nov 23. A discussion meet-
ing on “Democratic Culture in
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SHERPUR

Election of
press club

Nov 23: The election of the
Jhenigati press club was held
recently electing Dr Shahjahan
Saju and Zainul Abedin. as
president and general secretary
respectively for the current ses-
sion, BSS.

Alaluddin box was elected
vice president and Shahbuddin
Ahmed assistant general secre-
tary. ' Golam Mustafa was
elected treasurer of the club.

The membets of the club
also elected the executive mem-
bers for the current session.

NATORE
5 convicted

for carrying
drug

'Hm- 23: Five people were
sentenced to suffer six months
rigorous imprisonment each
under Drug Control Act by the
Sadar thana Magistrate, reports
UNB.

The convicted Abdul Aziz,
Bélal, Bablu, Akbar and Azizur
Rahman were arrested while
they were taking ganja at sta-
tion areas of the town.

A case was filed and police
after investigation submitted
charge-sheet against them.

After examining the wit-
nesses and records the. court
awarded the said punishment
recently.

C’NAWABGANJ

Classroom,
furniture
shortage

Nov 23: The Gothil Govern-
ment Primary School in Nachol
thana of the district is facing
marly problems due to shortage
of classrooms, furniture and
other a UNB.

About 400 students of the
school have been faging serious
difficulties due to shortage of
classrooms. The teachers are

to hold classes under
the open sky. The kutcha class-
rooms of the school are also in
bad condition and may be col-
lapsed at any time. | g

There is no tubwell in the
school and due to shortage of
pure water the students are

forced to use contaminated .
mwau:r causing the out-

. of varfous stomach ail-

Shurlage of the teachers is
also hampering the education
seriously. Guardians, alleged
that most of the teachers are
not regular in taking their
classes as they remain busy
with other purposes.

They urged the concerned
authorities to look into the mat-

ter and take necessary steps to
ensure smooth education of the
children.

JAMALPUR

Election of

jewellers’ assoc

Nov 23: The election of Ja-
malpur District Jewellers' As-
sociation was held in the town

last week, says UNB.

Newly elected office bearers
are: Mohammad Faruque
Ahmed-President, Narendra
Chandra Dutta — General Sec-
retary, and Parimal Chandra
Shaha — Treasurer,

A total of 65 members of the
association participated in the
election.

Another UNB repo
thé election of Jamalpur district
unit of h Grammen
Sangbadik Samity was held at
the “Saptahik Jamalpur® office
recently.

Jafar Chowdhury. Laviu
Ansar and [brahim Khalill were

rt says:

NARSINGDI

* “Send your
children to
school”
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5000 charlands on 135-mile-long route

Smooth plymg of navigational |

traffic hampered

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Nov 23 : At
least 5000 small and big shbals
(charlands) have
135 mile-long river’route from
Doikhawa (Kurigram) to Do-
ulatdia (Rajbari) in the Bra-
hmaputra, -Jamuna, Dha-
leshwarl and Padma basins
hindering smooth plying of nav-
igational traffic.

With fall in the water level of
the rivers a large number of
shoals have emerged on long
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erged on

Ferry service in Fulchari (Tees-
tamukh), Bahadurabad is also
disturbed. Ferry
Sirajganj-Bhuapur route closed
down about a month ago. Ferry
boats and motor launches are
taking more time to cross the
rivers Jamuna and Padma at
Hm’ hl..tl Aﬂﬂha !nd.ﬁrh‘:ha' :
Doulatdia routes causing

lems to thousands of passen-
gers Dhaka to the north-
ern and southern districts.,

e

service on

carried to make shoals every
year at different places. _

.Due to frequently changing
channels, the trained ‘pilots’ of
BIWTA also face problems to ply
the vessels. At present the ships
with six feet draft can hardly
ply on the route safely.

The Bangladesh Inland Wa-

~ _ ter Transport Authority (BIWTA)

takes steps to keep the chan-
nels navigable by dredging. But
a source of BIWTA has told this
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river routes. Besides, a consid-
erable number of shoals have
also been originated under wa-
ter .

Thus navigation is
hindrance to smooth
plying of motor launches, ferry
boats, cargo launches and oil
tankers. '

The motor launch services in
between Sirajganj and Kazipur,
Enayetpur and Shohagpur,
Bhuapur, Shohagpur and Na-
garbari and Aricha and Siraj-
gan) and Chowhalli have been
closed down.

The rallway ferry ghats at
Sirajgan] and Jagannathganj
have been shifted upstream.

‘The oil tankers of above
seven feet drafts can not enter
the Baghabari depot of Ban-
gladesh Petroleum Corporation
(BPC) due to massive.siltation -
at the entrance of the channel.
Fuel from the big
unloaded either at N
ghat or by small vessels causing
higher carrying cost.

Filling system of fuel at the
floated fuel depot of F‘ulchm is
also disrupted.

It is gathered that every rur.
the channels of Jamuna,
Brahmaputra, Padma and
Dhaleswari river basins are

changed due to erosion during
the rainy season. The silts

caused by erosion upltrum are

vesseld is -

SIRAJGANJ : A shoal (charland) is seen in the picture on hricha—Nagarhan river route.

t at Aricha ghat on
November 14 that due to con-
tinuous siltation, the -cleaned
channels could not be lu:pl nav-

dredﬁing thc r:hanncls are
again filled up by sandy silts. -
sources have
that a fruitful long term
scheme is needed tg keep one of
the biggest river routes of the
country navigable throughout
the year.

Freshers' and bi-
ennial council of Belkuchi Col-
lege unit of Jatiyatabadi Chha-
mbﬂuﬂﬂlmuhﬁdntthe
mllege premises on Hﬁw,-.mher

Notorious

|
DUMURIA, Nov 23: Novem-
ber 7 was a big day in this part
of Khulna for entirely different
reasons. It was miles away from

things political and yet directly
touched upon the lives of the

people of this region. This was
the day a long and unremitting
nightmare came to an end with
the surrender of the notorious
leader of the Champa Bahiai —
a gang of dacoits on a relentless
rampage for years in this area
— 0
Dnhlndtnwitnmm:hg
event was some hundreds of
residents of the villages of the
thana andjournallltl (hampu

»
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16 last.

With convenor Masud Rana
in the chair Vice-President of
JCD central committee Harun
Ahmed, VP of Taposhi Rabeya
Hall of RU Ashifa Ashrafi Pa-
piya, district- JCD leaders
Nazrul Hossain Rana, local
leaders Mizanur Rahman and
Amirul Islam spoke on the oc-
casion.

The speakers called upon all
to establish a terrorism f[ree

— Star phote

campus fo maintain cnrngﬂllal
a :
The function was rounded off
with a musical soiree presented

Orte Harun-ar-Rashid (50)

. son of Md Nurul Huda of village

Berakharma in Belkuchi thana
committed suicide by hanging
himself. -

It is that mentally
unbalanced Harun-ar-Rashid
came to his village house from

Rangpur only four days ago. His " | |

dead body was recovered from a
mango tree on November 17

A case has been lodged with
Belkuchf police and the dead

hodymdlsponﬂdup

Champa Bahini chief surrenders

+ l?yAKMMnhlin

whose real name ls Shamsur
Rahman Sarkar surrendered
formally — almost ceremonially
— to Mr Salahuddin, Superin-
tendent of Police, Khulna. Offi-
cer-in-Charge of Dumuria PS,
Mr Shamsul Alam, who was in-
strumental in tracking down
Champa and initiating a lengthy
spell of successful negotiatien
bringing the scourge of the area
round to giving
criminal and an adventurer,
was however as good an attrac-
tion of the day as was Champa.
Champa is a man of quite
enviable records. In years of

up the life of a .

stomping over the countryside

he almost ruled, he remained
unbeaten by police. The best
that police do was catch-
wuuun[mlm:thMmlt
present serving jall sentences.
There are a number of other as-
mllunihhwhnmlullnt

that Chunpl — a reformed

tleman that he is — would -

able to bring them round to

Cha had some ve
mpa
tmmhﬂ‘wﬂtdihthtoﬂdz

want to live a normal and ordi-
nary life in this beautiful world
like the rest of my countrymen.
| entreat you to do me the
favour of giving me the chance.”
There is a list of crimes that
Champa has owned up. He
wouldn't be proceeded against
for any of them. However, if
some other cases of crime pop
up he will undergo trials and
face possible punishment.

With the function over some

tens of thousands of villagers of
the area will now pass a night of
peaceful sleep — the most
Mt\ﬂﬂhhﬂﬂunmanlul
ever craved for.

| jbari,
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Swedish Minister visits
SIDA project areas

FARIDPUR. Nov 23: Visiting
Swedish Minister of Interna-
tional Development Cooperation
and Human Rights issues Alf
Sovensson Sunday visited some
SIDA (Swedish International
Development Authority) aided

projects in this district. reports .

BSS.

The minister who Is leading
a high powered delegation along
with the Swedish Ambassador
in Bangladesh visited some Tu-
ral infrastrué¢ture projects in
sadar amd N thanas
of the district. The projects in-
cludes kutcha road mainte-
nance, road to suit environment
of respective locality, tree care

taking, pipe casting for culverts,
bridges and growth centres.
SIDA has spent Taka 310
crore for the infrastructural de-
velopment projects since 1986
in 36 thanas of Faridpur, Ra-
Gopalganj, Madaripur,
Shariatpur and Kurigram dis-
tricts. The programimes wlli con-

tinue till 1995.

Feeder roads, water
schemes, rural road mainte-
nance, growth centres, em-
ployment generation and vari-
ous training facilities will be
carried out to raise the stan-
dard of living of the rural people
during the period.

According to an official
source the socio-economic

condition of people in areas
where projects were completed

have shown _

- The SIDA infrastruc-
tural development projects in
this area are being implemented
through the Local Government

hccurdlng to the source,
short and long term en:prluy
ments for
be given rhore h:l;pnrlm

Earlier, the visiting minister
addressing a reeeption thrown
in his honour appreciated the
democratisation process Iin

Age-old facﬂltles in
‘modern hospital

BARGUNA, Nov 23: Barguna

modernised hospital has been
facing manifold problems caus-
ing immense suffering to the
patients, reports UNB.

The 50-bed hospital is un-
able to accommodate
number of patients. Very often
patients are seen lying on the
floor and many of them have to
go back disappointed due to
lack of accommodation.

Local people have been ask-
ing the concerned authorities to
set up a 100-bed modernised

{ hospital in the district to meet

the long-felt demand of the pa~
tients but no step has yet been
taken.

Proper diagnosis of the dis-
ease is nol possible in the hos-
pital due to lack of specialists.
Local people said that the spe-
cialist doctors are not interested
to stay In the district headquar-
ters even for a short time,
rather they are eager to be
posted in the capital or in divi-
sional or greatér district head-
quarters for their professiofial
benefit.

Surgical treatment is being
hampered as the posis of con-
sultant surgeon in the hospital
are also lying vacant for the last
one year. Patients said that the
doctor on-duty simply refer the
cases of even minor surgical
treatment to Barisal Medical
College Hospital.

Besides, the post of eye spe-
clalist is also Iylng vacant since

' Food for Work have yet

the transfer of the concerned
doctor a few months back. No
replacement has yet been made.

In the absence of power gen-
erator the doctors and patients
have been facing immensg
trouble during load shedding
and power disruption.

Local leaders have urged the
concerned authorities to provide
necessary amenities to the
hospital to ensure better medi-
care facilities.

Another reports says: The
number of jobless felnlle
labourers in the five thanas of
the district is on the rise due o
completion of various projects;
causing economic stringency i n
the locality.

About 8000 women 'Iabﬂli..l'
ers earn their livelihood by
husking ainy " workiryg at
brickflelds and roads develop-
ment works under Food for
Work e in the clistrict.

The next schemes under
to be
started in the clistrict while op-
portunities in agricultural seec-
tor have also decreased to a
great extent due to recurring
floods and other natural
calamities.

" Local people informed find-
ing no other alternative, a large
number of young girls is pour-
ing into the thana and district
headquarters to earn their
livelihood. Having failed to get
any job, many bf thetd ure re-
sorting to immoral activities,

SYLHET A'mnner of Maushuru mnteﬁt is receiving ;l'in

from the ADM recently.

— Star photo

Erosion threatens bazar
areas in Patuakhali

PATUAKHALI, Nov 23 : The
bazars of the greater Patuakhali
district are on the verge ol ruin
due to severe erosion of the
rivers, reports UNB.

‘Local e sald famous
Kakchira bazar of Patharghata
thana, Dhulia bazar of Bauphal
thana and Bhuria bazar of Pat-
uakhali sadar thana were seri-
ously threatened by the erosion.

They said if it continued at
the present rate the Kakchira
and Bhuria bazar would be
washed away in the river bed
any time.

It s reported that launch
ghat of Dharandi village in
Kamlapur Union has already
been eroded. As a result the

sufferings of the ‘passepgers
have increased manifold.

Villagers of the Dhulia in-
formed vast tract of land inchud-
ing the Dhulia bazar of Bauphal
thana already went into the
river recently.

The affected people urged
‘the authorities to save the ar-
eas from the erosion of the
rivers.

Embankment
damaged
Certain portion of the em-
bankment attached to the Ma-
suakhali shuice gate in Aullapur

union of sadar thana has been
dmtnuuprulureoi

a sluice gate of the embank-
ment in Masuakhali canal.
A month ago the southern por

tion of the embankment was
aflected and broken due to the
heavy pressure of water.
Farmers said water is enter-
ing into fields through the

breaches causing damages to
the standing crops.

They urged the concerned
authorities to take immediate
steps to repair the embank-

Farmers not
getting fair
price of paddy

BARGUNA, Nov 23 :
farmers of the district are hﬂq
forced to sell their crops in ad-
vance to the money lenders at
throwaway prices due fo their

economic hardship, says UNB.

The farmers alleged Lhat they
do not get fair prices of their
harvested crops due to faulty
marketing and loan systems.
Taking advantage of the situa-
tion. the money lenders are
doing brisk business by giving
credit at a high rate of interest
against the security ol standing
crops.

Moreover, a large number of
Iandlcn agri-labourers have

passing their days. in great

hardalﬂpduetnhckuf]obnp—

portunities. They are

to sell their household articies
and domestic animals to main-
tain their livelihood.

Prices of bullocks and goats
have also recorded a sharp fall
as many farmers are forced to
sell their draft animals due to
acute shortage of fodder.

The farmers ur the au-’
thorities to ensure prices of
their produce through proper
market mechanism.



