DHAKA SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 1993

In the history of our Liberation
war of 1971, ‘the 21st
November :mains recorded
as the Ar wd Forces Day. It
IS a very r acred, glorious and
significan. day for ug in the
Armed Forces (Army, ' Navy
and Air Force) as well as for
the entire nation. As a
prelude to our achieving
independence, this day is a
symbol of our spectacular
success in the liberation war.
On this particular day, all
members of our Armed
Forces and other people of
the country, who were actively
involved in the war, were
brought under a platform. of
unified direction. imbued with
the ardent feelings of
patriotism, resoluteness,
unity and solidarity, our
freedom fighters carried out
combined oOperations and
inflicted crippling and
decisive blow on the
occupation forces. A historical
look may be relevant to know
about the significant aspects
of the Armed Forces Day.
Under the concept of
Pakistani rule for 24 years,
the people of East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh) could not
get the proper place in
national life. Right from the
beginning, the attitude of the
Pakistani rulers towards the
people of Bangladesh was
undesireable. The design of
their first conspiracy was
aimed at crippling the Bengali
language and culture. But
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Wing Commander M S Bhuiyan

this . eonspiracy could ﬂﬁ‘l go

unperceived
unchallenged. Students’
violent movement saved the

dignity of the mother-tongue

'‘Bangla’, but at the cost of
many valuable lives. Bengall
nationalism thus grew up and
suspicion about the Pakistani

rulers was growing intensely.
Our deprivation of national
rights and participation in

various fields of national life
was acute. A majority position
won in the General Election of

1970 was totally disregarded
to form the Government. But
our struggle did not stop.
Meanwhile, the military rulers
of Pakistan made a secret

plan to wipe out our voic oncg

for all. The brute Pakistani
forces were let loose on the
night of 25 March, 1971 to
conduct massive Kkillings.
They ruthlessly killed the
students,
Bengal Regiment, EPR, Police
and innocent people and
dishonoured the womenfolk
inhumanly. Such brutal

killings shocked the world
conscience. However, as a

natural consequence, our war

of liberation began.

and

personnel of

The occupation forces
continued massacres all over
Bangladesh. About 10 million
people crossed the border
and took safe shelter in India.
Our political efforts from exile
drew the attention of the
world to the just cause of our
war. India nfpr“ud a
serious concern and
supported our cause. With an
indomitable desire to rescue
our motheriand the valiant
students, youths and people
from the general society
formed Mukti Bahini and
received short arms training
on Indian soil. The available
Bengalee officers and
personnel (retired included)
of Army, Navy and Air Force
and personnel of EPR, Police
and Ansar being .n various
sectors launched operations
against the occupation forces
Meanwhile, Bangladesh Air

Force was formed at Dimapur -

in Assam. A few hundred
naval personnel also received
training in
destruction of enemy ships in
Bangladesh. Since the
sporadic operations of the
freedom fighters were
time-consuming in producing

"India fer -

the quicker results, a
decision to conduct the
operation with the Army, Navy
and Air Force under a joint
command was taken.
Accordingly, decisive assaults

were launched in the early

hours of 21 November,
causing heavier losses on the
-Il'lil'llhl. Such operations
continued with quicker
successes leading to the
final victory achieved on 16
December, 1971, through the
surrender of the occupation
forces.

The Armed Forces Day is a

symbol of determination,

unity and solidarity. It brings

messages of inspiration,
devotion, hopes and forward
march to serve the nation. It

teaches us to stand against

the enemies who are out to
disturdb our progress and
peace.
national image and our
constant co-operation in the

cause of world peace are
based on the spirit of the
Day.

Armed Forces
Maintenance of social order
under the

Government in solving various
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Promotion of owur

democratic
system, assistance to the

The Baily Star 15

problems facing the nation,
materialization of the noble
deeams of the freedom
fighters and emancipation
from the economic problems
are the teachings of the
Armed Forces @By Above ail,
the day inspires us to jointly
safeguard our costly
independence and
sovereignty against any
threat.

The Armed Forces Day is a

memorable and dignified day

. to us, nay the whole nation.

Every year we observe this
day, paying deepest honour to
all those freedom fighters
whose supreme sacrifices
brought our independence as
we enjoy today. But the day
this year bears a special
significance in that we are
observing the - day in a
democratic environment
prevailing in the country. Our
pledge today should be to
ensue the unified spirt of 21
November in all our efforts in
the years ahead
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