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The November Pledge

On November 19 clicked on the dot —
the 8- alliance led , 7-party alliance led
and the 5-party platform gave unto the na-

tion the Joint Declaration from three different
venues. The Declaration setting out the intents and

of the November upsurge is, by its cat-
m:: power-performance, and not through the
virtue of some effervescent rhetoric that most polit-
ical

estations consist of, the most important
document touching upon this nation’'s destiny,

the constitution sans its many maulings
and accretions. It is thus sacred.

On the third anniversary of the joint declaration
it would be fit as well as fetc to compare the
records of this society, specially the government, a
direct ny of that d‘lncument, in the matter of
mat ising goals set out there. Because the
1991 election rides upon all the expressions of
state since the 1973 polls as being validated

d the latter through a democratic and fair
mandate of the people, it is important that the
weight of the Declaration and the government's
obligations to it be spelled out and clearly under-
stood by the government. It is true that the
Declaration is somewhat short of a people’'s clear
mandate which the results of.the 1991 elections
were. Although all of this country knows that the
nation was as one behind the Declaration and
the March '91 results represented only a 33-ish per
cent endorsement of the Party now ruling, no one
till date has raised a question about the primacy
between the two in the manifestation of state
power. This cannot however detract from the

t position the Declaration has been ele-
vated to by direct people's power what was an ac-
tion plan all political entities in the nation till
April '91. After the formation of the government it
transformed into a sacred moral code for both the
rnment and all outside of it to abide by. The
oint Declaration of November 19 is the moral core
that should guide each and all action of the gov-
ernment transcending the ruling party's set of own
guidelines.

There are indeed big black holes in the govern-
ment's materialisation of the goals of the
Declaration which was indeed a solemn pledge to
the whole ple. Restoration of the spirit of the
Liberation {:aor rather than achieved, d es as a
contentious issue. Politics of killings and conspir-
acy has hardly been gotten rid of and there has yet
to be structural c coups impracti-
cable. All the black laws are alive and kicking and
Lh%v‘hmrtbecngivenextmbi power by a very
dubious anti-terrorism law applied to date even
more dubiously. The wholesale control of the radio
and television rather than diminishing and paving
the way for an eventual autonomy as envisaged in
the Declaration, has only been consolidated to
show the administrationys dispensations in a bad
light, at times so lurid as to seem a copy of the
buffoonish. Ershatlian projection on the minis-
creen.

Not ‘one word of the Joint Declaration runs
counter to the wishes and the interests of our peo-
E:e. The government doesn’t run the risk of moving

to uncertain country by abiding by it —no, the

overnment has nothing to fear if there are no
laws and if the electronic media becomes an
independent bogz ;11;.‘11 judge::d:nt c;f re:iés OWn.
the letters of that };acrecl pledge to the people do
diminish the nt m . And irreparably.

Hark back then to the Joint laration, ye the
parties to that glorious moral undertaking that sal-
vaged the nation.

Fiasco at ZIA

An unfortunate and ettable incident at Zia
International Airport last Wednesday has led to a

serious confrontation between our leading foreign

exchange sector — the garments — and
ms offic

our custo ials. In the incident a leading
gment exporter, and senior vice-president of the

MEA, Nurul Haq Sikder, was severely beaten,
handcuffed and tied to a chair for three hours
when he returned home from Singapore by a Thai
flight. As is usually the case, we have two conflict-
ing versions from the two parties in the conflict.
According to the customs officials, Sikder arrived
dead drunk and caused all the trouble. As for
BGMEA . the organisation of ent rters, all
blames belong to the customs officials, who are
nothing better, according to them, than goons and
ruffians.

Those who have used the ZIA, are aware the cus-
toms officials have a habit of assuming that every
passenger is a smuggler till he/she is proven inno-
cent. green channel, yet everyone

es there is a

passing through it has to have his or her luggage
checked through an X-ray machine, answer a lot of
unnecessary questions, quite often open . be-
fore he/she is allowed to pass. If one goes ugh
the red channel, then the hassle is far more com-

plex and of a very difficult kind.

On the side of the passengers, it cannot be de-
nied that attempts are made to interfere with the
work of the customs officials by pulling one’'s own
rank, or that of his or her relations or friends.

The point that needs to be made here is that
surely the customs officials have gone far beyond
their limit in to handle an allegedly unruly

r. The fact that he was c a CIP card
should have made some impression upon the cus-
toms officials about the authenticity of this n-
ger. On the other hand, it is not credible that our
ﬁlistgjms officials started beating up somebody just

e that.

Clearly, excesses have been made on both sides
at the . Our attempt should now be to solve it
as judiciously and lawfully as a civil society gru-
vides for. Already the government has formed an
inquiry committee, whose work should be dited
and the guilty punished. This event should not be
blown out of proportion by making it an issue of

restige between, institutions and organisations

cking the two parti

es. Justice cannot be served
when emotion takes the place of logic.

‘We urge all sides to let passions cool and the
judicial process to have its sway. The most impor-
tant thing is to learn from the incident. In most
modern a rts, customs formalities are being
done away with. Airports in Pakistan have no cus-
toms check anymore. Even in stringent India, it
has became very
trade liberalisation and lowering of tariff. What is
now strictly checked for is drugs. Maybe with our
economy becoming more and more open, we should
drastically reform our customs practice. For the
moment a strong case can be made for a more
courteous and well-behaved customs force.

S

relaxed. This is the trend with

HOULD we seck scif
reliance or sustainable
development? Professor
Anisur Rahman, following his
concept paper (as reported in
The Daily Star dated September
8,1993) on "Structural Trans-
formation for Sell-reliant
Development of Bangladesh”
would ps suggest that
acli-reliance must by definition
lead to sustainability of
development. According to him,
cooperative initfatives of low
income producer classes
seem to offer promise for raising
the country's reinvestment co-
efficient. However, it may lead
to politically explosive as well as
socially stabilising policy con-
clusions because the sugges-
tions also imply generation of
the surplus for investment from
poor peasants and the landless
by keeping the wage rates low
and returns to farmers and
therefore farm-gate prices, con-
tinually depressed.

Given the extent of poverty
and landlessness, such a strat-
egy may speak of self-reliance
but of a perverse kind. It can
never bring about sustainable
development even in the longest
possible run. As a result of the
mﬂcy of extracting the surplus

m the subsistence agricul-
ture, the farmers are bound to
revolt. The existing landowner-
ship and tenurial patterns
would also make it impossible
to extract the socalled surplus.
In fact it might bring about re-
volt and conflicts in rural
Bangladesh. Self-relfance must
not mean breaking the back-
bone of the poor Tarmers. Such
strategies had failed in the past

The Course of Our Development

— former Soviet Union is the

prime example in this respect.
The concept paper iried to

revive the old growth maodels

which today only
archives of the

Outward Strategy

History has shown that im-
port subsititution strajlegy docs
nol work. The outward strateg
of export-led growth is the an
swer o our economic slagna
tion and it is now well accepted
by the major political parties of
the country. The much sought
after stable policy regime have
been brought about. Therefore
the self-relfant internal growth
theory would only act as the
spanner in the smooth running
ol the economic wheel ol the
nation. It is true, as Prolessor
Anisur Rahman has mentioned,
that most countries adopted
import substitution polictes; bul
he failed to mention that most
of those countries have, by
1993, also abandoned such
policies in favour of an open
economy where movement ol

s and services, capital and

reign exchange tend to be free

from any government imposcd
controls.

There is,~however, no doubl
that sell-reliance as an cco-

nomic ebjective of the nation s
of considerable importance. The
problem remains with its defi-
nition. In an outward looking
economy, where growth is pro-
moted primarily through ex

pansion of manufactured ex-
ports, self-reliance would imply
capacity to import through its
own foreign exchange earnings
and not to manufacture all re.

quired goods and services
within the frontiers of the
country. An import substituling
industry, graduating inte an
export oricnted enterprise over

sirucbion soclor

Mhe sell- reliant dﬁthpﬂ'l.‘ﬂl..
as envisaged h}‘ Professor
Anisur [Rahman will definitcly
discourage foreign direet in-
vestment since anything foreign
ought to be against local initia-
tive and enterprise. Perhaps it
night bring about the revival of
Fast India Company alfter few
cenluries since that Company
also came originally as the for-
cien investor. But negating for-
cien investment inevitably
nmwans discouraging domestic

investment as well. In

WINDOW ON ASIA

a period of time is not a rualistic
assumption in the context of
Bangladesh. Becausc of the
s size of the domestic mar-
ket, the industry will [ail to
achieve the desired economics
ol scale. Unless from the very
beginning, the industry is ex-
posed to competition, it will be
difficult if not Impossible to
achieve rapid manufacturing
growth in the country. The

rment industry expanded by
caps and bounds because i
was securing its access lo o
huge global market while sivel
rerolling mills could hardly
A TR R T A1) Hlll'h SLTess — h‘
IRY L'_l.-ltl.l] o the d“:miﬂﬂ rl'ﬂm
b lahtering domestic con-

e :ll.-"_ .:_:-"..'.'._ .:. i

| $anglicdesh the pmbh:fh is latk
ol investment where the dis-
tinelion between domestie and
lorcign is irrelevant. It may be
noted that inspite of all the in-
cunitives offered, the established
multinationals are trying to get
oul of the eountry and some
woll-known names, Phillips for
cxample, have already left. This
is because the investment cli-
miate is not regarded as con-
ducive, and there are better op-
pertunities elsewhere, particu-
Luly in the flormer centrally
planmed ceonomies of Vietnam
atiel China who have now gone
Al out for free markets. The In-
el growth models postulated
by reputed economists of the

eriniiry  wowhd ﬂni-y cornt ribute
e such exodus by the multina-
Higpiids. The uwrgent need now is
o impress upon the

cotnpanies, who are long estab-

lished in the country to expand
thetr business so that others of

both domestic and ort-
gin are convinced of the future
praolitability of investment in
Bangladesh,

Growth Maximization

I'he selfl-reliant development
str vegy for Bangladesh wishes
to maximize reinvestment as
well as income redistribution
stniuitancoudly — at the same
tine. This is not possible. In-
stead, et us try to maximize
growth which will create jobs
arvl income. In turn, our aspi-
ration for a more egalftarian
son ety will e HUID!’M“EI“,"

satisfied. If profitable gpportu-
nities are sustained, the returns

from the existing export ori-
ented enterprises will be
ploughed back to expand the
manufacturing sector itsell
This Is inevitable. What is es-
sential is to create opportunities
for growth hﬂ\ﬁ! investments
to take place investment
means employment — more so
if such investments are focused
on the labour-intenstve manu-
facturing for export.

We have to give priorily In
investment allocation to those
sectors which maximize em-
ployment and export earnings,
regardless of the import coefli-

" cient of those investments since
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export earnings would far out-
weigh the tmport demands gen

erated by the investments Thus
the sectors o be promoted are
textile including nis,
icather including footwear,

Without competitive manu-
fmcturing, we are lost and this is
amply borne out by the state of
our rice economy loday The

. processing and marketing of

paddy was never conceived in
terms of markets: as a

rtant and | am re
peating the priority of expon
markets for our goods

the light of his self-reliant
growth path for Bangladesh.
The to self-reliance how-
ever lies through and

petitive manufacturing.
Therefore free market policies

cannot be up in order to
ook Inv-m.h.

Lenin once said that the
road teo Paris les through
Shanghai and Calcutta. People
residing near Calcutta perhaps
do not realise that Shanghi is
now totally transformed into a
free market heaven

Ethnic Press Alive and Well in Australia

Evelyn A. Opilas writes from Sydney

The potential readership of all the ethnic lan-
guage publication is as high as two million

N spite of the growing num

ber of publications lor Aus

tralia’'s ethnic commu-
nities, the ethnic press and its
journalists’ have relatively
remained 'untouched’ by this
country's tough media laws.

Lately, mainstream newspa-
per journalists have taken cen-
tre-stage defending the journal-
ists' code of ethics before Aus-
tralian courts but ended up re-
ceiving tough convictions,
among them jail sentences,
community service and fines.
Not so with members in the
ethnic press who get little, to-
ken or no attention at all.

The latest Department of
Immigration directory of ethnic
community organisations lists
about 126 ethnic publications
in Australia. The Office of Mul-
ticukural Affairs says that 'the
potential readership of all the
ethnic language publications in
Australia is as high as two mil-
lion.'

Run by independent propri-
etors who-may or may not have
the appropriate journalistic
background, ethnic publica-
tions are taken for granted as
being relevant only to their par-
ticular communities.

Little notice is placed on the
fact that a cursory look at
newsagencies in New South
Wales alone would show more
titles of ethnic newspapers than
English language ones, or that
these ethnic publications are
actually ‘influential’ in their
own communities.

While no serious study on
the matter has been made,
there are 'admissions’ within
some ethnic communities that
breaches of media laws exist,
particularly with regard to
copyright, defamation and un-
ethical practice. Breaches of

Sir, Remittances in millions
of dollars a year from Bangla-
deshis abroad have subsia-
ntially enriched Bangladeshi
economy.

This vital foreign exchange
saved out of their hard-earned
wages should be well taken care
of in terns of national develop-
ment alongside optimum uti-
lization of the potentials of the
world's eighth largest popula-
tion.

Bangladeshis working abro-
ad are contributing to their
nation-building with remit-
tances — a favourable outcome
of an -oriented policy that
helped Bangladeshi manpower
to be a profitable export com-
modity.

On the other hand, within
the characteristic global brain
drain are scores of Bangla-
deshis from all strata already in
different countries looking for
jobs and a number of them are
faced with legal problecms
relating to employments.

Evidently, despite regulation,
quite a few clever manpower
dealers take advantage of the
fortune seckers and supply
them with fake employment and
travel documents against exag-
gcrated fees for the purpose.
Immoral practice of this sort
consequently earns interna-
tional disrepute for the nation.

M Rahman
Zila School Road, Mymensingh

PM'’s interview at
Sugandha

Sir, Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia grants interview to
the members of the public lis-
tening to their problems and
grievances at Sugandha office
once in a week.

But it appears that some bu-
reaucrats are perhaps creating
obstacles in the way of people’s
contact with the Prime Minister

copyright arise in cases where
some ethnic press journalists
translate material from the
mainstream English-language
press verbatim.

‘A lot of ethnic papers do
that," the editor-publisher of a
now defunct community news-
paper claims. They even lift off
text straight from the paper and
paste it onto their own publica-
tions. | tried doing that once
but | could not live with it. It is
easy to distinguish which arti-
cles have just been pasted in
from another newspaper, usu-
ally from local papers or those
from their country of origin. The
type setting is different.

Publishing in a language
other than English makes it
hard for regulatory bodies like
the Australian Journalists As-
socfation branch of the Media,
Entertainment and Arts Al-
liance, the Australian Press
Council, courts of law or even
mainstream newspapers legal
departments to run after ethnic

ublications which may be
copyright. -

Adrian Demer of The Sydney
Morning Herald's Legal Depart-
ment says Lthat oceasionally,
people write in 1o (el them thai
articles are being lifled [rom the
Herald and published in the
ethnic press. However, it is not
something we get a great deal ol
complaints about. Monitoring
them would take morce time
than is worth it,” he says.

'‘Running alter a publication
is an expensive process. There
isn't much money in the ethnic
media and there's nothing to
gain financially’, says
Meenakshi Ganjoo, former edi-

tor of The Indian Post, a re-

cently-launched community pa-
per for Sydney's growing Indian
community.

It is alleged that many gen-
uinely deserving persons are
not being allowed to meet with
the Prime Minister. If someone
meets the Prime Minister and
she kindly issues any instruc-
tion that also, allegedly, is not
carried out with immediate ef-
fect.

I went to Sugandha office
scveral times seeking an inter-
view with the Prime Minister in
connection with the exploration
and commercial utilisation of
the valuable minerals 'black-

gold’ of Cox's Bazar (a national

committee of which was formed
by the Prime Minister herself)
but every time | was asked by
the officials at Sugandha to
submit an application and [ was
told by them that | would be in-
timated the date of my interview
with the Prime Minister later
on. Over one and halfl years
have lapsed since then but I

have heard nothing from
Sugandha so far. .
O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203
Jamuna bridge

Sir, We are worried to know
that the Japanese team left the
country without giving any final
decision regarding financial as-
sistance for construction of the
Jamuna Bridge. It is getting
delayed and due to delay in im-
plementation the project cost
may rise. The bridge project has
been found viable by all local
and international experts. The
government has also initially
spent good amount of money for
preliminary work and completed
lot of formalities. The ball is re-
ally now to roll. Any delay at
this stage on any cxcuse will
hamper the project very much.

The people of Bangladesh, have
supported the construction of
the bridge for equal distribution
of the benefit of development in

'‘Mainstream media attract
lawsuits because they have
money and some people suing
for defamation and other
breaches of media laws are ba-
sically after . Even com-
munity leaders don't bother
running after their community
newspapers because these pa-
pers don't have the money.
These leaders just learn to live
with them so their communities
can have a source of news and
which they can use to promote
their own agendas.’

While economics is the rea-
son why mainstream media get
sued, it is also the excuse pro-

unded by those who allegedly

h media rules in the cth-

nic press. The reason given
those who lift stories ofl the I?
cal papers is that they are nol
depriving them of any income,
says the editor of a delunci
community paper. They allege
local papers publish in English
while they have a lot of readers
who cannot speak, much less
read, English. They say that
they are actually doing Aus-
tralia a favour by carrying thesce
stories because it makes their
readers aware of local develop-
ments.’

Although Ms Ganjoo believes
'a breach is a breach whatever
the reasons are behind it,
Phaedra Johnson, a project offi-
cer at the Ethnic Communities
Council of NSW, says it is rc-
ally hard for anyone outside the
community to know what the
paper's contenis are.

‘It is hard to monitor il in-
deed there are translations be-

all parts of the country.

We have been told several
times that the economic devel-
opment of the whole of north
Bengal i{s largely dependent
upon the construction of the
bridge. The government is going
to extract hard rock and coal
from Madhyapara and Bara-
pukuria. How these hard rock
and coal can be easily trans-
ported torother parts of the
country without easy means of
communication? China and
Malaysia have constructed long
bridges in their country to im-
prove their economic condition.

We too want to see a belter fu-
ture. We would request all the
donor agencies including Japan
to give final decision of financial
assistance for construction of
the bridge at the earliest.

Mahbubul Haque Chowdhury
Kalabagan, Dhaka.

Emphasis on
English

Sir, Recently the government
has taken a decision on posting
of officials with proven skill and
efficiency in English language to
the Economic Relations Division
(ERD). We very much appreciate
this decision and sincerely hope
that this rule will also be fol-
lowed in case of foreign service
appointments.

Another decision of the gov-
ernment to introduce English
language in all sorts of under-
graduate courses is also timely
and useful. It {s expected that
the content of the said English
course will be based on applied
and practical usage of the En-

glish language.

M Zahidul Haque

Assistant Professor
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute, Dhaka

ing done of material from the
mainstream media or Il com-
munities are vilifying each
other. It goes back to the prob-
lems of ethnic media in terms of
resources. Most are run on a
small amount of money making
it hard for them to research and
get original material. It is also
hard for them to ask trained
stall who can have a morc re-
wanrding career outside the « th-
nic press to stay one,’ she ux-
plains.

'The ethnic press theoreti-
cally falls under the Australian
Press Council in terms of regu-
lations but people don't even
realise it exists. The APC is nol
specifically targeted at cthnic
conuninnities so it does not en-

gige in translation of materials
published or advertised in the
cthnic press. As it is funded by
the big media companies, the
AI'C has shown no interest in
the translation of materials in
the ethnic press,” Ms Johnson
aclded

Certain unethical practices
in editorial and financial as-
peels also pervade the ethnie
press. Some papers 'sell’ edito-
rial pages to community lead-
vrs, businessmen, ete. for them
lo  promote their personal
agenda through articles and
columns, n

A number of publications
practice ‘red herring' advertis-
ing where they publish ads for
free. Such practice is geared to
show the publications have
support’ from the community
although some of these adver-
tisecnwnls may only promote
projects or businesses of the
proprictors and their friends.

Hoecause advertising from the
government sector is elusive,
having pages full of ads, al-
thougly non-paying ones, be-
come The basis for ad place-
ments [rom some government
cirtitics if and when they do de-
cide 10 advertise in the ethnic
pross.

Recently, the NSW govern-
mient launched fts proposed
amendments to the Anti-Dis-
crimination Act, among others,
niaking broadcasters and media
liible for inciting violence and
hatred. Members of the ethnic
press were present at the
launch along with stafl from
Lhe mainstream media.

The law applies equally
whelher it is an ethnic press
velitor or the editor of the Syd-
rey Morming Herald, NSW Min-
ister for Multicultural and Eth-
nic Alfairs Michael Photios said
ol the amendments.

— Depthnews Asia
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Curbs on Press
Freedom Enrage
Journalists

Crespo Sebunya
writes from
Kampala

Journalists in Uganda, a country
known for its free press, are fighting
for their rights in the face of a govern-
ment bill threatening to put in place
new restrictions. But part of the
problem is the journalists’ own lack

of training and ethics.

HEN Mike Musoke, a
reporter on the Ugan-
dan newspaper the

Monitor, wrote about govern-
ment over-spending, citing
President Yoweri Museveni's
many visits from his extended
family and the large delegations
he takes on his world tours, he
may have been oblivious to the
danger involved.

But a few weeks later, when
he was man-handled by a group
of security men and warned not
to continue writing in this way,
many journalists took its as an
indication of what was in store
for them.

The Ugandan press has
earned a reputation for being
one of the freest on the conti-
nent by carrying hard-hitting
stories about government mis-
demeanors. Popular and quality
papers alike have taken on
what they call a crusade against
the misuse of power.

Now, however, the govern-
ment is stepping up pressure
on the press by banning two
newspapers and threatening to
withdraw government advertis-
ing. which provides papers with
much-needed revenue.

The government is also
planning to increase regulation
of the media by introducing a
Press Bill, which would estab-
lish a press council to monitor
newspaper content and set
conditions for the establishment
of new papers, including suffi-
cient capital and an office.

The government argues that
newspapers need guidelines.
Prime Minister Cosmas Adyebo
says: "l don't care what they
write about me as a person, but
there is classified information.”

One Western diplomat ob-
serves that no Western leader
could take the degree of criti-
cism that Ugandan politicians
are subjected to. He believes the
Ugandan press often fails to
meetl accepled standards.

Journalists argue that gov-
ernment administration has be-
come more complex and oppor-
tunities for corruption have
multiplied, making freedom of
the press all the more essential.

Ted Seezi Cheeye, editor of
Uganda Confidential says: "The
power of the critical press has
scared the government and
consequerntly attracted govern-
ment hostility on flimsy
grounds.”

It is, however, admitted that
ethics is a word still-foreign to
many Ugandan journalists.

Pennninah Nuwagaba, a sub-
editor on Business World, says
the problem is in part the result
of many journalists' lack of
knowledge of the laws that
govern the press. "Many of us
joined the profession from dif-
ferent professions — teachers
and so on. We are the least ac-
quainted with the laws,” she
says.

Even those who are trained
in the profession receive little
instruction in the law. Anthony
Weasa, a reporter on Business
World who did a degree in mass
communications at Makerere
University, says he learnt little
about the law. "Maybe it Is
taught at the Uganda Institute
of Management where journal-
Ists undertake a diploma
course,” he says.

Apart from the fact that
journalists are not sufficiently
trained, there is little agreement
among the press about basic
standards. This is largely be-
cause no effective forum to dis-
cuss the issue has been found

Journalists are supposed to
register with the Uganda Jour-
nalists Association (UJA) but
many do not because of the or
ganisation’'s many internal
problems. After [ailing to pay
the rent on its offices In a seedy
part of Kampala, the organisa
tign was recently evicted and
forced to relocate in a tiny

Tongue-tied in Uganda
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backyard room. Another body,
the Uganda Editors and Pub-
lishers Association [UEPA], is
primarily concerned with edi-
tors and publishers rather than
reporters.

One eminent journalist said
in a televised interview that it
was up to each newspaper to
devise its own code of ethics.

In such a vacuum the gov-
ernmernt feels that it has a duty
to place those who err back on
the right track. "Ugandan jour-
nalists must work according to
acceptable standards just as
others in different parts of the
world do,” says Adyebo.

Eppajja OQjulu, editor of the
Financial Times, admits that the
vigilance of the press often has
more to do with a love of scan-
dals than a crusading ethos.
“For newspapers to survive and
become popular they must write
about scandals,” he says. '

The quality of Uganda's
newspapers continues to be
undermined by a lack of re-
sources to improve it. Reduced
circulation and inadeguate ad-
vertising revenue have forced
many to close. There are more
than 156 newspapers registered
in Uganda today but no more
than 20 actually publishing.

In the meantime, bickering
between the press and the gov-
ernment continues. Vice Presi-
dent, Samsor) Kisekka, recently
lashed out against the Monitor,
accusing it of receiving money
from opposition groups, with
the intention of bringing down
the government. He insisted the
paper's meteoric rise could not
have been possible without
such help.

The attack followed the pub
lication of an article which al
leged Kisekka's impending res
ignation was due in part to his
continued disagreements with
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