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ANADA s the largest co-

untry, area wise, in the

Western Hemjsphere.
From its fertfle plains to the icy
northern archipelago, or from
its great cities to the lonely
rocky mountains it has wide
variations in temperature, sce-
nery resource and products.
Canada embraces vast diver-
sifies within its borders — in
Gengrnph and climate, in
langu and lifestyle and
ethnic n:kgmund of its citi-
zens. The landscape includes
Arctic ers and sunny Bri-
tish Columbia orchards, barren

northern roeck and fertile sou- .

thern plains. These extremes
belped shapé the lives of
Canadians, who work as deep
sea fishermen and coal miners
‘wheat farmers and engineers,
architects and explorers. The
many countries frum which
immigrants come to Canada
during the past four hundred
years have nlm:l greatly con-
tributed to the nation’s extreme
«diversity.

Canada is home to a rich
variety of different people and it
has actively them to
maintain the languages and
heritages of their home 8 in

ir new country. Equally im-

jortant are Canada's native
people. They came from Asia in
prehistoric times. But Canada's
Invit (Eskimo) and Indians

comprise only 1.5 nt of
the country’s 23 million popu-
lation, The origin of most

_Canadians is Bri h[HEpcr

7 peteent).

English is the language most
commonly spoken throughout
the.c 1ada has close
tiea = of language,
of sentiment, of history. The
British Queen, Elizabeth 11,:1s
also the Queen of Canada be-
cause Canadians value the
monarchy. Canadian reformers
were demanding less control by
Britain and more to the
assernbly. But u to secure
reform lly, a minority in
upper and lower Canada re-
volted in 1837. Now the real ex-
ecutive power in Canada is held
by the Prime Minister and
Cabinet. ,

As | was, reading books on
Canada | became interested to
see the country. So when my

son rang me up asking us

come to Canada before the
mlm 7 : n A mhplg
accom husband
and my small daughter.

At Montreal air port, we found
our son waiting for us inside
close to the dreaded emigration.
A two-hour fast drive on a super

Wulhm
— the | capital of Canada.
It was the last week of Ju

and to our surprise we fou

that 1t was quite hot — as a .

matter of fact, so hot that our
small nd daughter Rooh
took off all her clothings and sat
only in a thin cotten banyam.
We had expected that Canada’s
summer would be something
fimilar to the summedof west-

em Europe, especially England
— a summer delightfully cool
like our winter in But

no, it was a summer like our
swrmer, however with the ex-
ception of dust and odour, flies
and mosquitoes.

Sometimes | wonders why
the climatic conditions thal
help in the breeding of fies and

uitoes in our country fail
to produce the same result in
Canada, atl least in its summer.
The answer that suggests itself
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sight, in countries like Australia
and Canada is that, unlike the
countries in Western Europe,

they have vast, silent emptiness
— a huge expanse of open land
on either side of the highways,
bereft of human habitation and
you cannot help recalling with a
shudder — coming as you do
from the most thickly populated
country — the teeming mil-
lions, bare-bodied, emaciated,
under-nourished and sick,

-milling: and swarming all over

pAhe land.

It is a strange sight. Canada
is the second larﬁt country of
the world in area but it has only
24 million people. Even in city
suburbs you seldom see a man

as you take a walk in the momn-
ing enjoying the gardens ablaze
with summer flowers on eithgr
side of the road. You walk mile
after mile but hardly come
ACTOSS & man Of & Woman on
your way except a few senior
citizens or youngsiers jogging
for health. | remember a dog in-
side a house always backed
when we passed by In the
evening. My son told me the dog
had never before heard human
footsteps as seldom

people
p..lltﬂ this way at night on

'I'hc houses are silent, the
footpaths are silent; the fields
and meadows are silent; the
entire neighbourhoods are si-

" lent. The only sound you hear {s

the sound of the cars whizzing

past or the par of the lawn
mowers, especially on week-

" days; every house owner is

found trimming the lawn fn
front of his house. And in
Canada, the houses in the sub-
urbs have no fencing walls at
all. Reason : the gardens out-
side your house and the well-
trimmed lawn are a part of the
roadside bcnutﬁ and they must
be enjoyed not by you alone but
by the pedestrians as well.

The houses in residential ar-
eas in also have no fencing
walls for the simple reason that
elements which contribute to

the desiruction of open lawn.

and gardens do not cxist in
anadi
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green and gold mosaic. 'rince Eduward Isla

wo hoerds ol cows arc lo_our cre du b u": RIS ihL

Partiament Bulidings in Oitawa

seen nosfng around, no heinous
medley of urchins, armed with
bamboo sticks are seen break-

As T'see it, 1 haw: a I'tr:itng
that we are in the age-what
western Europe was in the mid
156th century. lere is a picture
of a roadside life in Edinburgh
in Scotland. And what do you
see? "A confused medley of
children, pedlars and pigs, not
forgetting the puddles. The
street was neither paved nor
cobbled, but at intervals sicp-
ping stones had been laid down
across the road. The centre was
slightly higher; this was the
causeway on which the geniry
rode, open gutters ran down on
either tldc of the road to the
great delight of the pigs, wooden
booths smuggled round the
road, those of the same Lrade
sticking together. The inevitable
flocs of beggars wandcred
around, some lame or blind, it
is true, but others sturdy
rogues”. In addition to all, that
we see in the then Edinburgh
streetl. we have somcthing morne

S

picturesque confusion of street
life, Instead of pigs, we have a
pack of pariah dogs and the
flock of beggars is far bigger
and far more clamouring.

The industrial revaluation in
Europe brought prosperity and
gradually changed the social
and economic condilion and
improved the standard of living.
They made all round improve-
ments and by controlling the
natural environments turned
their cities and countrysides
into virtual paradise.

In Canada as also In
Australia | at once felt that |
was in a man-made environ-
ment. This controlled environ-
ment is the product of science
and technology. It speaks of
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man's overnature. In al-
most all the western countries
the modern age is dominated by
science and its child-technol-
ogy. One is reminded al every
turn of the streets in Weslern
cities how decisive science and
technology have been in the or-
ganisation of their enterprises
and formation of their modes of
living as well as thinking. As
you wonder about in the streets
or sit by the fireside mﬂdlntﬂ
papers or watching the

sfori, you will not ﬂll to realise
that in many spheres of con-
temporary living — from do-
mestic architecture to control of
unclear :ncrE,v — the Western
growth in technique which they
own to science, holds a total
sway over the environment and
the human life. They all tend to
create conditions favourable to
lead a life of physical comfort
and ease. The progress of the
Western man tells the tale of his
creative and adventurous spirit.
Canada, America or as a matter
of fact, the whole Western world
tells the same tale of man's

supremecy.

However, the enormous sci- .

¢ntific and technological achie-
vements of the Western World

 has not made the Western man

master of his fate, but in some
ways put him even more at the
mercy of natural forces that he
has learnt how to control. It is
interesting to note here that the
great philosopher-historian Dr
Arnold Toyanbee takes the view
that "h technical achieve-
ment is connected with the
decline rather than the growth
of ctvilisation”.

Beauty of nature in Canada
cannot be explained in words.
Rivers flow singing fascinat-
ingly. Duchs swim peacefully.
Gardens smile with colourful
blossoms. Trees with red leaves
softly swing in the breeze. And
children play joyfully near rivers

and meadows: older people sit
in gardens and listen the birds
sing.

Many people lie to enjoy the
red, colourful forests. And to
¢njoy beauty of the garden, gar-
den parties are thrown by rich
people, Grainean Park created
in 1938, celebrated anniversary
when | was in Canada. To cele-
brate this historic event, the
National Capital Commission
invited us 1o a.garden party on
the grounds at Kinpmore, the
summer estate of Prime
Minister. Garden parties are
popular events in Canada.
Associations of all kinds used
garden parties for reunions, as
social gathering during conven-
tions or as fund raising events
tlo support favoured charities,
Garden parties gave politicians
an opportunity to socialize withe
their electorate,

It is a pleasure to visit coun-
iry, especially the one like
Canada and then sit leisurely
and ponder over Lhe sweetpast.
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The present piece is offered here in connection
with the observance of the 146th birth anniver-
sary of Mir Mosharraf Hossain, the author of

Bishad Sindhu, who was born on November 13,

1848 and died in 1912,

e

by Azfar Hussain

NE can sce the semio-

logy of colonialism sy-

mptomatically at work
in the writings ol most of the
nineteenth-century prose-writ-
ers including Bankim Cha-
tterjee and Mir Mosharraf
Hossain. These writers, hailing
from the middle class, occupied
a peculiar space inside the
colonial topography, as Edward
Said calls it, that the nine-
teenth-century colonized India
presented. The space was pecu-
liar in the sense that the middle
class then had an uneasy rela-
tionship with colonialism itself.
The politics of colonfalism al-
ways tended to incite wreckages
and breakages in the cultural
whole of India and thus wanted
to induce a state of alienation
between the middle class and
the culture of the masses. True,
the middle class fought against
colonialism, against its values

and texts, againsi its domina-

tion. But, such a resistance had
its limits which are the limits of
the class {tself.

Mir Mosharraf Hossain's
work exhibits both anti-colonial
resistance, and signs of giving-
in to the pressures of colonial
domination, But, while Mo-

sharraf's resistance is heavily
charged with a kind of physical
immediacy and force,. his giving-
in appears only rhetorical.

Mir Mosharraf Hossain
worked with a variety of forms.
He wrote plays, autobiographi-
cal essays, treatises, . Po-
ems, etc. Though he is prover-
bially known as the author of
Bishad Sindhu, certainly written
on an epic scale and with epic
imagination, Mosharral also
politicises his texts with his
dramatic and dialogic interven-
tions. Mosharraf himselfl
strongly believed that dialogue,
the speeches charged with the
rh of living, could be more
effective and direct than other-
wise. And he comes up with
speeches, and also with state-
ments, in his Zamidar Darpan
(the Mirror of Zamidar] which
was published in 1873. Here is
a text where one sees Mo-
sharral’'s experiences of the
ideological commerce between
colonialism and feudalism,
where signs of both resistance
and retreat can be read, and
where aporia as the colonial fate
begins to emerge. At least, a
four-fold textual operation is
discernible in Zamidar Darpan:
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' Mir Mosharraf '.Hossa'in :"MOré
than a Case of Colonial Aporia

the text of domination, the text
of violence, the text of resis-
tance, and the text of retreat.

Violence, for example, Is
there for the eye and ear.
The inhuman pauperisation of
the farmers encouraged by feu-
dalism, and by its agent, za-
mindari, has been so -
cally and auditorily t to
vision in Darpan that poverty
ftself turns out to be the crud-
est form of, what Said once
called, colonial violence. There is
yet another text of violence —
Neel Darpan by Dinbandhu
Mitra, published in 1860 —
which. exhibits the colonial
power-relations between domi-
nation and subjugation — be-
tween the zamindar and the
peasant. But, while violence in
Neel Darpan is, at time, curbed
by a distancing position Din-
bandhu assumes; in Zamidar
Darpan, this viclence has a
bitter, almost unlivable im-
mediacy; a kind of ness
which would render any of
disinterestedness almost im-
possible.

It needs mentioning here
that Mosharral lived close to the
Indian zamindars, saw them
working and walking, and he
himself also spent sometime
working in the office of a za-
mindar. Mosharrafl had left at
least four autoblographical
works from where we come to
know that Mosharral was very
much tied to his relatives some
of whom were zamindars them-
selves. This proximity is no
doubt dangerous, but
violence of the kind we just re-
ferred to, and also proves that
Mosharral is mpre courageous,
even in the pMysical sense of
the term, than one could then

possibly anticipate.

Given the space and sweep
of Zamidar Darpan, given ils
force and fury, one can certainly
say that Mosharral moves not
only towards a text of violenee,
but also towards a text of
resistance as he begins to dis-
mantle, through the images and
speeches of violence, the exist-
ing power-relations that mar-
ginalize and silence the poor
landless farmers. Thid resfs-
tance, though physically made
against the zamindar and the
zamindari system, is also
ideologically anti-colonial. When
Mosharraf speaks of freedom
and unity in Go-Jiban. or when
he tries to foreground a kind of
aesthetictzed politics of move
ment and Hhcrty in the begin-
ning stream ol the rescue canto
of Bishad Sindhu, we sce
Mosharral's similar resistance
at work, perhaps more charged
with myth, music and meaning.

Continued on page |1
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| us to delve

Ibsen’s Nora and Woman's Individuality

the heroine of Ihae-

n's play "A Doll's House"

left her home In quest of
her true identity. This dates
back to a long time; more than
a century (it was published in
1879), and in the western
society this is no longer a cause
of tremor of excitement. But as
[ar as we are concerned, our
doors of perce are still not
that open that we shall hail
Nora on her way.

Nora's great stride certainly
involves some ethical issues —
is it not an oult s strike nn
and viltfication of the sanctity

Is it not immoral thﬂ
she denies Immodestly, her
primary duties towards her
husband and her children? Is
not her attempt too selfishly

smug? But Nora asks us to see
the other side of coin to vindi-
cate her sianding — "1 must
find out which is right — the
world or 1°. Yes, she welcomes
deep into the matter.
We are to explore the causes
why a woman is trying to be
herself, trying to discover her
indtvidual worth. When her
husband Torvald Helmer says
that "Before everything eclse,
you're wife and a mother”. Nora
retorts vehemently — "I don't
believe that any longer, | believe
that before everything else I'm a

human being just as much as

your are..... or at any rate |
shall try to become one”. We
find the mirror of Nora In

Dljbndrlh] hushila lIn
H:znn upholds the

hrhel' thal women are alsp eli-
ghble to freedom of choice,

Nora, a girl of romantic sen-
sibility, could not cope with her
husband's stringent morality or
in other words, with his blind
yielding to the social conven-
tiops. This antithetical situation

caused a gulf of dif-
ferences between them, that
even led Nora to her real-
ization. From her childhpod she
observed that women are
treated as dolls by men.

Before marriage, she was her

pa's doll-child and now she
become Torvald's doll-wife.

| She painfully observed that

In respect of the treatment
she had, Nora epitomizes the

equauty. They made it pos
uprightness of individuals. Let us all put ourse

by Rezaul Haque

their suffrage was established,
And then came the French
Revolution with a more human-
istic approach — liberty, equal-
ity .and fraternity — thal kin-
died the latent spirit of all the
oppressed, of course, of the
woman to a great extent. People
like Wollstonecraft, John Stuart
Mill, William Thompson,

Herbert Spencer expounded .

their views to vindicate the

standing of woman as a human-

So, women should extricate
themselves from the bonds of
law and order which put the
¢ssentials of natural develop-
ment in obligatory terms. Nora
wanted to emerge out of these
shackles. Tagore's characters as

Shumitra, Gunabati,
Shailabala, Banshart and above
all Nandini, all

tions ol the 1rhd1:‘ﬁullity of
women, stood in the need of
freedom, not gnly of woman but

bei also of the whole mankind.
?ﬁeu humanitarian values  Tagore always spoke for the

were practiced somewhal con-
siderably in the developed so-
cieties. But for us, it remained,

freedom of spirit from the soctal
slagnancies as revealed in his
plays like '‘Muktadhara',

his life with Beauvor without get-
to the customary formalities they
righteousness, individuality and above all

sible with their emphasis on the integri
lves on trial and ask — how

Ly, or

jnrummprcparedtashowsuchregwdsmmrwrsmstandagumstm
conventional values, Mhunmle

of women in gen-

eral in the social milieu.
Subjection of woman, both
and mental, is a long
drawn-out issue since the age of

slavery. In fact, a greater part of
humankind has remained

cnsiaved and fettered for ages.

st not be conlused
that regarding suffering, the
conflict is not always between
man and woman, but between
the oppressing authorily and
the . But that this is a
male world, woman
faces the most tragic jot.
Not until the advent of the
European Renalssance and
then the Reformation movement

being is regarded as an inde-
pendent being; independent of
religion and state. But in prac-
tice, women were yel o be
viewed as free and independent.

Their ta of education was
-ublmd but theis physical

was still argued on, fog,
which had to wait until the
I Revolution. By then,

at best, an oral practice. The
blinkered vision of the socicty
cannot see women as a [ree, in

dependent being. The age of
slavery fis gunt but they are

still subjec hysical and
mental turture Mrth: religious
bigotries, social codes, stately
laws and constitutions thwart
the h of the authentic sell
ol women. And since men are
thought to be the organizer and

sustainer of this society — all
the social conventions arc or-
dained by and in favour of men
— the rights of worhan as a
human being 1s trampled o a
great extent. that the
dead hands of convention make
the world nl*htmlrllh Mrs
Alving in Ihsen’s 'Chosts' said,

“Law and arder they're the
cause of all the troubles of the
world”. In fact, she, like Nora,
speaks of that law and order
that quell's one’s opportunities
and possibilities, smother's
one's breath, stunts one’s per-

sonality and perverts one's val-

ucs.

'‘Achalayatan’, etc. In fact, the
attainment of freedom or indi-
viduality is the problem of us
all. We shall later see that q-rt
from the social laws there are
other issues to be accounted
for, that come in the way of at-
taining it. However, there is no
the fact that for a tllli-
lzed r-thn. it is prrhut

MITDMI .]:Fl human
bdng 5“ k-rllndl

that a society becomes pro-
gressive in its attitude towards
women. In ancient Greece, no

discrimination was made be-
tween man and woman. In an-

clent Indll.pumnhrimthr
Aryan society, women en-
joyed a high social status.
Today, in the modern and me-
chanical age, which depends
more on one’s intuition than en
one's physical strength, we
cannot discriminate sex in re-
spect of one's innate faculties. It
uwmn-xmu—

and ex-

trtin; one's potentiality,

women, iIf given chances, are no
less than men. So, there is nd
reason that they should not be
ensured self-independence,
freedom and thereby indtvidual-
ity. We should remember that
the basis of social, moral and
economic well-being, as J S Mill

suggested, lles in the compati-
h{hty of the greatest good of the
greatest member with the
agreeable level of everyone's in-
dividuality.

So far goes the discussion,
we have felt the need of
woman's indtviduality and con-
demned society that comes in
conflict with that. But in deal-
ing with the problem at hand,
we should give some thoughts
to. two other facts, First we

“should remember that society is

for us, not we for the society.

Social Values, beliefs and
laws changes as per the de-
mand of the , and the ar-
déur comes from the people. We
utter invectives against those
religious practitioners who re-
gard woman as a means 10 serv-
ing man. We have seen the abo-
lition of the inhuman cult of
concremation of a widow with
her husband's corpse. So, it is
the demand of the age. to adapt
~ Voltaire's idea, that reason and
judgement should be kept out
of religious bounds.

We should remember the
same in our economic

aflairs as as in all walks of
life, But these does not mean

dﬂmnl will as as individ-
ua]itymnmntmhrm
of the air he or she breathes,
We often try to feel ourselveg
endowed with the weslern vgl-
ues without getting ourscives
Continued on page |1



