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Computer Belles-letters

Recently | received an invi
tation card to a wedding. Going
through the card had an electri-
fying effect — my nearly-con
firmed-bachélor-Iriend was go-
ing to be married! We were of
fice pals for ten years, and
during the period we could not
bring him close enough to smell
a perfume from a distance (il
was that complex). Since there
was no possibility of attending
the function abroad, | wrote
him a tasty, not nasty, letter on
the art of self-defence in a de-
fenseless situation.

You have to give up or mod-
ify some of your bachelor habits
and principles on your concate-
natfon ( in computer jargon
joining files together) in real life.
Here are tips in computer lan-
guage, which might of advan-
tage to you if your better half
cannot punch the keyboard.
What else she can punch you
will find out as you read on.

Never try to format the
Begum, as she is unformattable.
Be prepared to be erased,
uncrased, and formatted your-
self, tedly, so better main-
tain a book to preserve the
data as &vidence of the upgrad-
ing you had undergonec in a
monochrome world where
l+1l=1].

She is not amenable to any
DOS ( disk operating system):
the mighty IBM ( Intermittent
Begum Managementl system/, or
the graphic Macintosh: but she
is familiar with the word “toss”
or toss aside. You eannot offer
apple, the natural fruit, or that
of the computing kind, remem-
bering the story of Adam and
Eve ( she has the precedence).

‘No backup copy of the ginni
is allowed. It is strictly prohib-
ited by International anti-piracy
law. Must always use the origf-
nal. Better not to keep her in-
side a vacuumed hard disk;
floppy or flexible diskettes are
safer.

Do not try to repair her with
Norton's Disk Doctor — always

take her to the best specialist
und. Norton's Utilities, or PC

—Chuckles

Toals, so indispensable for the
PC ( now Poor Chum ) users, is
utterly useless when applied w0
the Al [ articulate intelligence —
never say artificial intelligence)
sharing your life. She will al-
ways found highly frag-

not detect anything wrong; and
Diskfix 1s out of question. You
may try “[Msk Monitor” at your
own risk.

There are several tips Irom
the world of Word Processors.
Be careful while using the Page

—

mf:nt;d. but you cannot use
"Compress” to unfragment her
In [act you could try a Utility
programme called ‘Expand’. It is
not available in the PC mode,
but pull out your wallet, and
check {f it is there. She cannot
be Calibrated as you do a hard
disc. She generates a lot of clus-
ters, but there is no software so
far to detect it. "CHKDSK" can-

-

Format in daily life. Kecp gener-
ous margins; better to use dou

ble space, but avoid proportion-
ate spacing — the law of pro-

portions does not apply in this
domestic world of ‘democracy’.
She can use ‘bold’ lettering, but

you cannot. You may try italics
il you know how to use il in
Bengali; for her it is easy to
slant you, and make you look

like double italics. Do not keep
a tab on her; and vice versa is

not Lrue. Are you aware that

you can never print her? She is
always available on the screen;
dimly or brightly lit. The Save
command is also useless, be-
cause later, when you bring up
the file, yau will find that the
file has changed mysteriously.
She is not radio-actve: but
never utter the word virus in
her presence.

F‘lrstm?ueaunn first: how do
you initially boot her? The prob-
lcem is that you do not possess
the booting diskette, and there
is no self -booting hard disc in

* the marital world. You have to

borrow the booting diskette
from her. Try it when she is not
in the mood. As for other DOS
commands, here are some
hints.

You cannot use the Append
and Attribute” commands, nor
Assign her anywhere clse ( life
partner, remember?). DOS ap-
pears to be useless: cannot use
Call, Goto, or “IF". Sometimes
cannot use the Shift key also.
She is expert at using the
Control C. Her Directory is cn-
crypted, and you do not know
the password. With experience,
the Fastopen command might
be successful, but there is no
guarantee on this mysterious
creature whom you brought
home to sharc your life with
her: You are unable to Label
her, or show her the Path; and
the application of Mode is
rather tricky — be prepared for
unexpected results. You never
have to use the Recover com
mand — the recovery is always
automatic, to Restore you in
your proper place, while she re
sumes her reserved Gaddi
(throne). The last resort is o
use the Prompt command, but
you have to invent the pro

gramme yoursell, as no existing | :

programming language can
Unformat a Begum.

Still wish to get married?
Excuse me, | forgot you are al-
ready beyond the point of no re

fum

ARALLEL swpeis _..-rut-

ing technology has been

developed in India at
two centres Pune and
Bangalore.

Dr Vijay Bhatkar, executive
director of the Centre for Devel
opment of Advanced Computing
(C-DAC) in Punie put a question
to Shanti Karuna of New India

Digest why India was goinil iy

the high-tech area of super
computing when its imited re
sources might be more usefully
channelled into tacklng the
pressing problems related to
poverty.

In reply to this question Dr
Vijay Bhatkar said, "It would be
wrong 1o see supercompulting as
unrelated to the problems of
poverty and we badly needed a
supercomputer for the country's
weather lorecasting needs. This
in tum s related o India s lood
production, and has a direct
impact on our eflorts to elimi
nate poverty

‘It is also well-known thalt
we [aced certmin difficulties in
griting the Cray supercomputer
from the Americans. The nego

OR

_SUPERCUQPL"I'ERS TARICRRE B <o

India Does It .

liations themselves took three
years, and then we had to wait
for another two years for the in
stallation.

"Secondly, importing the
Cray supercomputer cost us in
the region Re.- 300 millon — in
fnl“ﬂ.ﬁl‘! r:thnng:

“The future of Indlan scicnce
is decisively inked with access
lo supercomputing resources,
and we could provide afllordable
supercomputing to
academia and advanced re
scarch institutions through the
development of masstve parallel
Processors.

‘Constdering all these (ac
lors, as also our own technical
skills, we decided to go In for
the supercompuling project,
whose (all-out would be benefl
cial o the country as a whole,
in a manher that is not imme
diately realised, but will be seen
in years to come.” -

lo a question on the
achievermnents, Bhatkar rephed

our

Why and How?

that the Centre for Advanced
Computing in Pune has devel-
oped what is known as a paral-
el processing machine called
PARAM. Its latest model —
PARAM B600 — can deliver a
cumylatuve peak computing
power in excess of six gigaflops
and 10,000 MIPS (million in-
structions per second), a world
class machine in terms of its
hardware, sysiem software and

application support.
[ Dr *].}m[kﬂ said, Aboul o

dozen PARAM machines have
been installed in Indian organi

sations and abroad: in Germany
at the University of Bremen
Moscow [Institute of Com

puter Aided Design] and
(‘anada Untversity ol New
runswick. It is being used by

our space scientists for a variety
ol applications, as also h'j.r the
Central Water and Power e

scarch Institute, Giant Mctre
Wave Radio Telescope, Oil and

Nalural Gas Commission  and

-

ML 591 SMART PRINTER
has revolutionised

Ji

Inter-University Centre for As-
tronomy and Astrophysics.”

Dr Roddam Narasimha, Di
rector, National Aeronautical
Laboratory in Bangalore, ex
plained to Shanti Karuna in re
plying to a question on how the
Bangalore project was started
and what the achicvement was.

DrR Narasimha . "At the
National Aeronautical Labora
tory in Bangalore, scientists in
volved in calculating the com-
plex flow around aircraft, o
within gas turbines, had for
long time felt handicapped lor
lack” of adequate computing
power. In 1985-86 they built
the first parallel computer in the
country (which they named the
Flosolver), and were so im-
pressed with its performance
(which was superior to that ol
the mainframes then available
in India) that they have gone
ahead to build three gencration
ol parallel computers since
then.

“The latest version ol their
mac hine, called the Flosolver
Mark3, has computing power
comparable to that of the Cray
machines, and has been used
by them to achieve the first
simulations of extremely com
plex problems, such as turbu
lent flows and the behaviour of
the monsoons. A Flosolver Mk3
now operates at the Supercom
puter Education and Research
Centre of the Indian Institute ol
Science, Bangalore

[Courtesy: New India [Digest,
nnnpllrd by R N Sanyal)

NEW HARDWARE

Tiff-lmage
Printing

From Talaris Systems, the
| 7-ppm 1794FT Imagestation
($7490) network laser printer
can accept simultaneous TIFF
files from a variety of inputs
without host soflware or setup
commands The 1794 FT auto
matically skips ASCI] banner
pages and recognizes and
switches among eight optional
printer languages

PCMCIA Serial

The Serial [/O Card (8215}
from Secket Communications
fits into a PCMCIA Type [ slot
to provide serial data transfer
rates of up to 115.200 bps. You
configure the communications
parameters port via software
The 5-ounce unit has an at
tached cable that is 8 inches

)

Conjugal Tips for Computer Bugs
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One Smart

X Server

XVision 5 ($495; upgrade,
$95), a PC server from Vision-
Ware, lets you connect via the X
Window System standard to
Unix and VMS host-based
applications while working in
Windows or NT. The software
detects network transports,

optimizes graphics speed, and
substitutes fonts, XVision 5
offers a drag-and-drop object-
oriented desktop, a bullt-in
VT320 terminal emulator. and

_file transfer and local printing.

New Life into
Applications
The Quantify sofiware devel-

opment package (from $1198)
measures the performance of a
programme and its components
and graphically display its eval-
uation. Pure Software says this
will help C and C++ developers
to pinpoint and elimimate per-
formance bottlenecks and im-
prove the speed of their appli-
cations. The package uses
Object Code Insertion technol-
ody to analyze entire programs,
including shared and third-
party libraries.

Painter/X2
Adds Multiple
Layering
Fractal Design's Painter/X2
($149) is an extensigon to
Painter 2.0 ($399) that adds the

capability to layer multiple ob-
jects within paintings. Painter/.

X2 speeds up drawing tasks by
incorporating multiple graphics
elements through the use of

NEW SOFTWARE

floating selections. A new
feature called the Portfolio al-
lows you to save an image for
future use by simply dragging it
into the Portfolio, where it ap-
pears as a thumbnail view for
easy identification. The package
is available for Windows and
the Macintosh

Improve

| for Windows

@+E Extend  for Improv
($199) client/server edition
from Q+E Software (Raleigh,
NC) is a database access tool for
bringing data from PC and SQL
database into Lotus’s Improv for
windows spreadsheet. It adds
database access commands di-
rectly to Improv's tools menu.
Extend for Improv provides you
with direct access to more than
20 PC and SQL database for
mats, automatically creating the
structures needed to present
and analyze data in Jmprov's
multidimensional views,
Queries that are built with Q+E
Software's Q+E Database Editor
can be opened In Improv with-
out translation.

EISToolKit Updated
for Unix

~ MicroStrategy's (Wilmington,
DE) EISToolKit (Designer ver-
sion, $1995: 10-pack User ver-
sion, $7995) application devel-
opment system is available for
Unix’ systems running the
SunOpenLook and Motif envi-
ronments. EISToolKit offers a

GUI., presentation graphics,
database connectivitv., and

spreadsheet modeling tools in
addition to a full-feature
spreadsheet for data analysis,
and HyperScript, a 4GL (fourth-
generation language) for de-
tailed project customization,.
Unix clients will initially have
access to Informix databases
and later to Oracle and Sybase.
ElSToolKit for Unix ships with
the Informix DatalLink APl

Stop Waiting
for Your PC

Quick Restart ($39.95) from
PowerPro Software (Foster City,
CA) is an auto-resume utility for
Windows and DOS PCs. The
programme lets you restart your
computer and instantly, return
to your application where you
left off. without waiting for
lengthy morning boot-ups and
with no loss of data or system
state, PowerPro says.

Wall Data’s
Migration
Wall Data’'s (Redmond, WA)
Rurmhba APPC (Advanced Peer-
to-Peer Communications) suite
of tools ($495) integrates
Windows with SAA (Systems
Application Architecture) net-
works and enables you to ac-
cess and run AS/400, maih-
frame, and APPC applications

«on the same SNA (Systems

Network Architecture) networks.
The Rumba APPC engine is im-
plemented as a native-Windows
application. With Rumba for the
Mainframe and Rumba for the
AS /400 APPC editions, you can
simultaneously run 3270, 5250,
and APPC applications.

Word and Excel
for Sun and
SGI Workstations

Quorum's Equal 1.0 ($ 1295)
lets you run Mac versions of

Microsoft Word and Excel on
Sun SpareStations and Silicon
Graphies Indigo workstations.
Equal 1.0 is an Application.
Adapter, which quorum de-
fines as a layer of software that
allows personal computing ap-
plications to seamlessly run
unmodified on workstations.
The Equal 1.0 package includes
the Macversions of Word and
Excel. plus software [rom
@uorum that lets you run these
applications on Unix worksta-
tions. Once adapted, the Mac
programs act and look llke na-
tive Motif or open Look applica-
tions. You can cut and paste
text and graphics between Word
and Excel and native applica-
tions such as the Unix version
of the FrameMaker pagelayout
programme. -Compilled by RNS

I WANTED

SALES MANAGER &
SALES ENGINEER
FOR COMPUTER
SYSTEMS." ACHIEV-

ERS & EXPERIENCED
PERSONS NEED
CONTACT

I MR. FAIZ ON 882079/ 884951 l
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UNINTERRUPTIBLE POWER SUPPLY FOR PERSONAL COMPUTERS

4/2 Block-A, Lalmatia,

Please

TECHNOHAVEN CO.

815907, 815902, 313304, Fax

Dhaka-1207, Tel

Contact

880-2-813082

INTRODUCING COMPAQL. DESKPRO/ i

AT A BREAKTHROUGH PRICE WITH FREE BUSINESS AUDIO

'i,__,____l\/\/7

Introductory price :
TK 79,000

warranfy

COMPALL DESKPRO 3/25i

MODEL 84'W
PROCESSOR Intel 80386DX
SPEED 25 MHZ
RAM. 4 MB
UPGRADABILITY: Upto Intel BO486DX2/66
FDD 35" FDD (1 44MB)
HDD 84 MB HARD DISK
KEYBOARD- 101 Keys enhanced

BUSINESS AUDIO:

Integrated business audio

with audio hardware,
windows 1 1 audio
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