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Railway's Loss
Syndrome

A recent railway evaluation report has come up
with a most disconcerting finding about train pas
sengers. Already the railway has recorded a fall ot
as much as 30 per cent in the flow of its passen-
gers and the trend shows no sign of gﬂﬁnﬁ stalled

*in the foreseeable future. Not that people have
suddenly started moving less than they did in the
past. Most likely the reverse is true. Then how to
explain the railway's reduced share in the total —
and bigger — volume of the travelling people? It is
quite simple and the report has been candid
enough to admit that the railway is losing {ts pas
sengers to luxury buses. While the bus journey
both in terms of the road condition and the vehicles
that have been pressed into service — has under
gone phenomenal improvement over the years. the
railway has miserably failed to cope with the chal
lenges of the time.

o wonder, the evaluation report has expressed
deep concern about the future of the country's
railway as such. The threat is so big and real t
the report finds not many options for salvaging the
situation soon. A frightening picture is that be-
tween July ‘91 and October 93, there were 500 in-
cidents of engine disorder — accidents apart. Along
with the deterioration of service. regular increase in
railway fare has acted as a positive disincentive for
the travelling public.

All this has come up in the evaluation report to
highlight the reason for the railway's continued
failure to get on the right track. What however has
gone unmentioned is the irregularities and lack of
accountability deeply embeded in the entire railway
system. Blackmarketing of tickets, turning a blind

eye to — or better say encouraging for personal
ilferage of oil

E;Lns — travelling without ticket,

m the engine and even removal of furniture from

railway coaches have from time to time been re-

ported in the press without ever prompting the

concerned authority to action for stemming the rot.

This is simply because those involved in the mal-
ractice have thought they have nothing to lose,
ut everyﬂu;\lg to gain if the chaos continued.

In their calculation, they were not wrong either.
But now that the competition has come from a

uarter they hardly c:;?ecttd the evaluation report
ould lead to a g deal of soul searching. The
fact that train fare is er than bus fare cannot
in any way take the competitive edge away from the
bus service. One suggestion — and seems quite
reasonable — put forth in the evaluation report
concerns a 30 per cent reduction in the price of
second class train fare. No denying the fact that as
a big investment, the railway cannot run profitably
if it concentrates on the upper and upper-middle
class alone. The inter-city trains, which now
constitute the major portion of its services, have
exactly done this by leaving the rest—and the
larger share —of the travelling populace out of its
service.

The railway has before it two options: First, it
will have to increase the number of its trains
mainly to make its service available to as many
passengers as possible. Second, to develop an up-
to-date system for ensu a fair sale of tickets
and honest checking of the same. Interlinked these
will complement each other: The price of tickets is
expected to come down substantially with an in-
creased flow of passengers or the vice versa. At the
same time, regularity and a radical improvement in
service are going to be one of the prerequisites for
the recovery of the railway. Where all modes of
transports are succeeding, the railway has no rea-
son to fail. Only its big investment must be
compatible with its service's reach and scope for
as many people as possible. At the same time, if it
can improve its record of can'yi::_ﬁl goods —
which is more paying — the railway will see better
days.

Education More than 3-Rs

La Galerie has earned for itself enviable prestige
as a show place for high art. But on Saturday it did
itself real proud by opening an out-of-this warld
show of 74 paintings — done E.Kaas many little
masters from the slums of Dhaka. The event is
outstanding in more ways than one. And thanks
are due to both gallery people and the organisers —
the Gano Shahajjo Sangstha — who got these
palnunﬁ from the children going to slum schools
run by the stha itself. It is, however, the young
painters who should be given a big hand for turn-
ing in a plethora of warm daubings that tug at the
soul so spontaneously.

Some may feel it is frivolous to involve disadvan-
taged children in anything other than the 3-Rs.
This is as wrong as wrong can be. "Reading, 'riting
and 'rithmetic” is all right but these supremely
necessary exposufes are one step too many re-
moved from the true selves of the children. The
more important task is to encourage the kids to feel
and create — express that is. A smattering of the 3-
Rs and nothing besides may indeed harm rather
than help them. Let them sing and dance, t
and do a lot of clay modelling — all the more if they
come from disadvantaged families. For - these
‘active’ preoccupations would be better utilised by
their children to mould personality — in the ab-
sence of the many distractions that plague the
growing up of youngsters in the privileged families
— rather than the 'passive’ imbibing of linguistic
and counting facilities which give them but useful
tools so halﬁy needed to negotiate an unfriendly
world around. | -

NGOs have been a much-maligned thing in

esh. Nevertheless they have been able to
ﬁt or them the reckoning as a social phenomenon,
nign or auﬂll:_vect depending on who views and
how. This bit of exceptional learning activity intro-
duced by one of these NGOs deserves to be spe-
cially congratulated. Some children may reside in
city slums and some in remote and backward vil-
lages. That fact must not be adduced to justify nig-
gardly patkages of ‘slum-level’ or ‘village-pauper’
education involving nothing beside Au Aa Kaw
Khaw. Education should not be poor and rich,
whatever the economic or social status of the recip-
ients be. It should be one wholesome , its con-
tents, in de with the needs of the spe-
cific cases. The children from slums need to be able
to draw and tinker with things — much more than
those waiting to be sent to some Darjeeling or
Dehra Doon school or even to Oxford maybe.

Let the La Galerie show of paintings by slum-
school children open the eye of the better-off
schools. Why, we haven’t yet seen shows of juvenile
painting by the pupils of any leading school — or
any musical concert offered for public list

e welcome the show with the hope that this
would be followed up by many more.

" divided Europe

EDIA reports say thal

the government would

soon issuc dollar-den
ominated bonds to attract
additional funds from the wage
earners abroad. Wage earncrs
who would buy these bonds
would recetve accrued interest
in foreign exchange.

At the moment, there are two
specific savings Instruments for
the wage earners. The first one
is the Wage Earner Develop-
ment Bond. This bond s Taka-
denominated and carries a pa-
turity period of five years. This
bond used to yield 16 per cent
interest at compound rate. Very
recently, the rate has been re-
duced to 14 per cent. The sec
ond one is Non-resident Foreign
Currency Deposit Account
(NFCDA) which is maintained
with the local banks in [oreign
currency. Accrued interest on
this term deposit account is
paid in foreign currency.
NFCDA used to pay an addi
tional one per cent interest over
the Eurodollar deposit rate. Re-
cently, the additional one per
cent rate of interest has been
eliminated. In other words,
yields on both the savings me-
dia for wage earners have come
down.

It remains to be seen if the
new bond will prove to be more
attractive than the existing in-
struments. There is, no doubt,
an urgent need to take new ini-
tiatives to lure more of wage
earners’ funds. During 1992-93,
the number of persons leaving
for jobs abroad was more than
28 per cent higher as compared
to the preceding fiscal year. Of-
ficial remittances from wage
earners abroad, on the other
hand, increased by less than 12
per cent in dollar terms during
the same . The gap be-
tween the number of new en-
trants to jobs abroad and the
rise in the level of remittances is
too wide to be explained away
on such grounds as a possibly
higher proportion of unskilled

Four Years after

PREAD out on the streel
S stalls al Checkpoint Ch-

arlie, the best known of
the horder crossings that once
. the trade is in
symbols of a collapsed system
— painted fragments of the
demolished Berlin Wall, hadges
and medals for the best socialist
wirkers,

Foreign visitors stop ofl to
sift Lthrough the mountains ol
memorabilia and carry off
something of Germany's past.
As they haggle on what was
[our years ago a treacherous
no-man's land, the future is be-
fore them: a forest of gigantic
cranes right down the famous
Friedrichstrasse, for so long
sliced by the 106 km concrete
wall.

Soon that forest will edge
right up to the Cheekpoint.
German and United States in-
vestors will begin work on a
huge international banking and
business centre. The Check-
point itself will be reduced to
just a relic incorporated within
the centre,

It is boom time in Berlin. Yet
for all the billions of
deutschmarks being pumped in

the city and the rest of eastern

German by Europe's economic
superpower, the euphoria of
1989 has dissipated.

Many Ossis (easterners) are
disillusioned. A handful gath-
ered outside the old parliament
of the German Demwocratic Re-
public (DDR) in October to
mark the 44th anniversary of
its founding.

Many Wessis (westerners)
also resent the costs. Some 150
billion marks a year is being
pumped in investment and so-
cial services in the east.

"The east Germans thought
Lthe west Germans were their
brothers,” says Hannelore

IPSA and admission

Sir, The news published in
your esteemed newspaper on
October 25 that IPSA (Institute
of Post Graduate Studies in
Agriculture} will be upgraded to
a centre of excellence and will
award post graduate and Ph.D.
degrees, is very welcome. How-
ever, the teaching staff of IPSA
have informed me that the post
graduate courses are only open
to agriculture graduates. This
situation is highly prejudicial
and discriminatory to say the
least. Advances in agriculture
are very much dependent on
other basic biological sciences
such as Biochemistry, Botany,
Microbiology, Soil Sciences and
Zoology. To give one example:
genetically engineered crops are
already being sold in USA
markets.

To even understand research
leading to such crops, advanced
knowledge of molecular biology
is required which is effectively
covered only in the courses gi-
ven in the department of Bioch-
emistry, Dhaka University. The-
se courses are taught by teach-
ers trained in Molecular Biol-
ogy. So why shouldn't a student
of Biochemistry be allowed to
pursue higher studies at IPSA if
he/she so desires and has the
requisite academic standard re-
quired. When Agricultural Scie-
nce is a multidisciplinary sub-
ject, how can eligibility be con-
fined to agricultural graduates
only?

Progress in modern science
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Why Not Float a Dollar Bond Open to All?

W
In essence, a dollar-denominated bond would work as an instrument to generule additional inflow of
foreign exchange resources. Question is, should its coverage extend to wage earners only?

workers and relatively low

wages earned by them

The new dollar-denominated
bond is being floated with the
avowed objective of mobilising
additional foreign currency
funds for accelerating invest
ment in the country. On the
other hand, the earlier exercise
of paring down yields on exist
ing instruments would seem to
signal that the government was
none too keen to attract wage
carners’ savings from abroad
The latest move to introduce a
new bond for the wage earners
belies this hypothesis

There could be another un
derlying reason which has
prompted the authorities to
come up with the idea of a new
dollar-denominated bond. In a
setting of current account con
vertibility, exporters should be
allowed to retain their foreign
exchange receipts — to be con
verted into Taka at the going
markeét rate as and when
they need to. In other words
currency convertibility would
imply that exporters would no
longer be required to surrender
their foreign exchange earnings
to the central bank immediately
on receipt. Accretion to the cen
tral bank's foretgn exchange re
serves [rom export receipts
would then dry up. Taka has
been declared convertible on
current account. However, ex
porters remain tied to their
erstwhile retention quota of up
to ten per cent of foreign ex
change receipts. Neighbouring
Nepal which also has gone for
current account convertibility,
had at first allowed exporters to
retain forty per cent of their re
ceints in foreign exchange pro-
vided they would sell the bal
ance sixty per cent to the cen-
tral bank. Later on, the propor
tion of freely convertible foreign
currency receipts for exporters

was raised to sixtyfive per cemt
and then to seventylive per
cent. India declared its rupee
convertible on trade account
only but permits exporters to
keep fortyfive per cent of their
foreign exchange receipls
Having declared the Taka
convertible on current account,
sooner than later, authorities
would have relax grip on foreign
exchange receipts ol exporters,
gaining access only to such
funds as are seld to the central
bank voluntarily. Probably, this
relaxation would come in
phases. All the while, foreign
currency funds mobilised thro

ugh such instruments as a
dollar -denominated bond, wo-
uld serve as a cushion for of
ficial reserves. In short, the dol
lar bond receipts would help
replenish foreign currency re-
SCTVES,

In essence, a dollar-denomi
nated bond would work as an
instrument to generate addi
tional inflow of foreign exchange
resources. Question is, should
its coverage extend to wage
CATTICrS unl].-"f’ Migrant wage
carners are mostly unskilled or
semi-skilled workers. They re-
mit their relatively meagre sav
ings home through official or
unauthorised channels, as it
may be, mainly to discharge
past debts or to meet living ex-
penses of families left behind.
As for investment, land and
such other durable asscls,
claim their priority first. IUs
doubtful if they would be willing
or are capable of making any
sizable investment in the new

bond

Professiomrals employcd
abroad and other Hangladesh
nationals running business cs
tablishments in foreign lands
do have savings to invest in an
instrument Hke dollar-denomi
nated bond However, they
would seek high returns and
liquidity. To guess from got
ernment s action in scrapping
additional incentive of an exira
one per cent interesl on

NFCDA, it would seem that the
authorities would determine the
yield on the new bond on the
basis of global rates — i1 the
present instance. the Eurodollar

rite for deposits. This brings no
additional attraction to the
prospective investor. As [or li
uidity, attraction for the new
bond would depend on such
factors as the maturity period,
encashment terms and proce
dure, if it can be discounted or
not, and so on. After all is said
and done, the fact remains that
in so far as this class of
Bangladesh nationals are con
cerned, the new bond would be
just another product in the
global market for such instru
ments.

It is a widely recognised
phenomenon that in countries
practicing exchange control and
other forms of restrictions on
international transactions,
savings teénd to flee abroad. This
country s no exception. Cur
rency convertibility and an open
economy provide incentives for
such funds to return home. The
new dollar-denominated bond
could be used, by extending its

Petar Hadji-Ristic writes from Berlin

coverage beyond wage earin rs,
to lure such savings back homw
Admittedly, this is not an casy
propeosition. The most knotty is
sue is what could be termed a
moral dilemuma. in granting citi-
zens who have stashed away
thetr money abroad by evading
the law, a laissez-aller to pull
these funds back home openly
Some countries have sought to
tide over the moral dilemma in
volved in granting immunity Lo
such funds, by tying utilisation
of resources so mobilised. for
specified purposes which would
benefit the relatively poor
low-cost housing projects, for
instance. Another way of doing
it is to make the bond issue
project specific — for financing
a project of supreme national
importance

Perhaps the most cructal as
poeets of the immunity would be
Lo extond a fiscal concession by
way of the authorities’ desisting
[renm asking any question about
the source of funds invested in
the bond. This presents no
problem where the Hnngladeghl
nvestor is a non-resident for
lanx purposes. Funds held
abroad by non-residents are not
taxabhle anyway. Even for a
resident, granting such a fiscal
concession will not be some
thing altogether new. People
coming from abroad are being
allowed to bring in foreign cur-
rency up lo a certain limit with-
out being required to declare it
un arrival. They are also free to
put the money in the bank in a
foreign currency account, ap-
parently without being asked
any vmbarrassing questions
aboul the source of the fund.
More importantly, [funds
brought from abroad have been
granted tax exemption if these
are used to setup industrial
units. It would not really come

Lo breaking new moral barriers

Just four years ago thousands of ecstatic east Germans surged through the Brandenburg Gate or
hacked their way ihrough the Berlin Wall. The day the wall came down signalled the collapse of
communism throughout eastern Europe. Today the euphoria has vanished and on both sides of
what was the Iron Curtair ihe pcople are in a mood of sober reflection.

A wall of wealth divides Germany
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1992 figures

Kurth-Gilsenbach. a former
dissident in DDR. "They went
into unification with illusions.
They did not know the charac-
ter of capitalism. They have for-
gotten everything they learned.
Now they are disappointed.”

A public opinion survey con-
firms that four years after the
fall of the wall dissatisfaction is
high. Seventy-five per cent of
east Germans think more
should have been done for
them, but 55 per cent — in east
and west — believe the eco-
nomic situation will improve in

ten years.
Dissatisfaction can be
judged in other ways, too.

Crime in the east has rocketed
to western levels. In DDR the
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subject was taboo. The new
market system has given crimi-
nals opportunities that never
existed before, argues Detlef
Landua, of Berlin's Science
Centre for Social Research.
Other experts suggest it is a
symptom of discontent.

The birthrate in the five new
provinces that now make up the
former DDR has plummeted —
another sign of disaflection, say
the experts. It is now half what
it was in communist times and
between 1989 and 1992 fell by
70 per cent. This is precisely
-what happened in the Great
Depression of 1929, says Karl
Brenke, of the German Institute
of Economic Research (DIW].

. A milljon, many highly
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GDP:  $151 billion
9%

Unemployment: 16%

skilled, have migrated Lo the
west. The reasons for discontent
are not hard to find. The east
Germans were promised
"flourishing landscapes” by
Chancellor Helmut Kohl before
reunification. What they have is
massive de-industrialisation.
Industrial employment has
fallen by a staggering three mil-
lion to only 750,000.

More than a million are un-
employed. The official figure
would be half a million more if
one were to count the number
of east Germans crossing the
old border every day and work
in the west. The total in all
Germany 18 nearly four million.

Yet there are signs in the
east of huge investments in in-
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frastructure. Billions of marks
are going into building a mod-
ern telecommunications system,
modernising roads and rail-
Ways.

"Everything to do with build-
ing has expanded enormously.”
says Brenke whose institute
does not share the optimistic
forecasts for economic growth,

Signs of the consumer boom
that followed the unification are
everywhere. Vast out-of-town
shopping centres and car show-
rooms have mushroomed. The

little grey Trabant in which
families rushed to flee the

country in November 1989
seems almost extinct on the
sireets.

 This has benefited the west
German producers who moved
with lightning speed to take ad-
vantage of the new 16 million-
strong market starved of luxury
consumer goods Western in-
vestment was strong and many
east German companies were
taken over. East German pro-
duction plummeted.

What deeply concerns
economists such as Brenke is
the lack of investment in indus-
try, especially such key sectors
as machine building. He is
worried about the emerging
competition from such coun-
tries as Hungary and the Czech
Republic where wages are
lower.

Hopes . that east Germany
could be used as a springboard
for exporting into eastern Eu-
rope and the former Soviet
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is only possible by the com-
bined efforts of interdisciplinary

subjects. Not only that. mutual

trust and cooperation between
experts in general sciences, and
agricultural sciences is must if
our agriculture has to advance.
1 note that the Bangladesh
University Grants Commission
(UGC) will be looking after
IPSA's curriculum and educa-
tional affai™. UGC also looks
after the educational affairs of
all other universities and as
such should not allow discrimi-
nation in the admission proce-
dures of IPSA by allowing entry
to only agricultural graduates.

Zeba | Seraf
Assoclate Prof, Depit of
Biochemistry. Dhaka University

Weekly holiday

Sir, Allah says, ‘Wﬁen you
have finished with your ‘Salat’,

spread out in the world and
seek Allah's bounty”. The word,

" "Fazal®, particularly applies to

earning a living. The clear ad-
vice is to work and not relax
and rest. For rest, the time in-
dicated is night.

A Muslim prays five times a
day, seven days a weeck and 12
months a year. There is no such
thing as a weekly holiday for
prayers. This is exclusive to Is-

lam. After every prayer a Mus-

lim is refreshed and rejuve-
nated, spiritually and physi-
cally.

Going by the Holy Quran,

there should be no weekly holi-
day. Even on Eid days, you can
have a break enough to offer
your Eid prayers and a bit of
socialising.

There is nothing preposter-
ous here. You see businessmen
working on holidays and even at
night when there {s some ship-
ment to be made, or some ten-
der is to be submitted. Nobody
calls them Kafir for that. Stu-
dents burn the midnight oil ir-
respective of holidays. Those
who cry
have some private business to

look after, at the back of their

mind.

With our dwindling economy,
what we need most today is
work output. So let us follow

Allah’s guidance and abolish
weekly holidays. '

Bazlul Karim
Wire Street Wari, Dhaka

- Open Taka
convertibility
Sir, 'Open Taka Convertibi-

lity’ is more a complicated and
complex matter than metric

system of weight and measure-

ment or VAT. We do not apprec-
iate the way it has been put into

operation for the first time in

our country after deferring it
twice in a month and then
introduce it all of a sudden
w.e.f. 19-10-1993.

Many people are in a state of
perplexity and they are bewil-
dered as to what is the meaning

out for holidays, also

and definition of 'open Taka
convertibility’, what is its signif-
icance and benefit.

One circle opines that 'open
Taka convertibility' would at-
tract foreign capital and in-
vestment in Bangladesh and
another circle warns that it
would create flight of capital
from our country. We are at a
loss to understand all these
about. ’

During the last 22 years we
have failed to attract foreign in-
vestment in Bangladesh for
various political, economic and
natural reasons in spite of the
fact that we made lucrative of-
fers to the foreigners and the
Bangladeshi expatriates living
abroad in the form of tax holi-
day concessions, export pro-
cessing zone, duty free shops,
wage earner's scheme, rebate
on import of capital machineries
and so on and so forth but in

~ the practical fleld we could not

invite any worth mentioning
foreign investment in our coun-
try. On the contrary, as a mat-
ter of fact, we have found that
from time to time much of our
capital has been smuggled out
of the country through illegal
channels. How can we all of a
sudden expect that Bangladesh
would be flooded with foreign
capital with the operation of
‘'open Taka convertibility'? We
would request our authorities
concerned either to prove their
belief scientifically or to justify
their theory with cogent rea-
sons.

Today some of our leaders
are boasting that our country

has a foreign exchange reserve
of US dollar 2.4 billion. But
unfortunately it appears that
they are overlooking the fact
that this foreign exchange re-
serve is not due to earning of
foreign exchange by us by ex-
porting our goods and com-
modities but it is on account of
taking foreign loans by us from
various foreign countries and
agencies for the financial year
1993-94. Never in the history of
Bangladesh we have ever had a
surplus or balanced foreign
trade. Our foreign trade deficit
for the last twentytwo years
amounts to about seventy thou-
sand crore Taka.

-In the wake of making Taka
openly convertible our Finance
Minister Saifur Rahman has
said 'there is no room for com-
placéncy and extravagance, for,
today's sunshine may turn into
clouds tomorrow if we do not
behave rationally’. Undoubtedly
some unscrupulous elements in
the country are always in the
habit of not behaving rationally.

We wonder what step has our
Finance Minister taken to make
ihem behave rationally and to
save the flight of capital from

Bangladesh?

We strongly feel that the
open Taka convertibility' is a
matter of vital economic and fi-
nancial importance for our

country. Its merits and demer-

if a similar concession s ex-
ended to the planned dollar-
denominated bond It has al-
ready been declared that the
Foka would be made fully con-
vertible owards the middie of
nex! year This would entadl
frecing the capital account
Floating a doilar-denominated
bond. open to subscription by
all, could case the process of
relaxing restrictions on capital
actount transactions.

A dollar denominated bond
can be equated o government
borrowing of private capital
irom abroad. Experts say that a
government s earnings on such
funds should at least match the
cost of borrowing. Otherwise,
the government would be
scrvicing the borrowing with
taxpayers money. Thus it is that
the government would perhaps
issue the bond at market
interest rates. Question is,
interest rates of which market it
would be? Will the yield on the
bond be anchored o !I-‘.}hll
market rates or will it be Hnked
10 domestic interest rates? The
London interbank offer ratg
(Libor) lor dollar is less than 3 -
per cent for six months. Thé
domestic interbank rate ranges
up to B per cent. Banks' deposit
rates within the country are
significantly higher thaa Libor.
In short, linking the bond's
yickds to domestic rates would
make it much more attractive.
Currency convertibility would
scem to have opened up new
possibilities in this direction.
Conceivably, a designated bank
could convert the bond's sale
proceeds into local currency
and invest the fund. The cap on
banks' lending rate is 15 per
cent. Funds could be recon-
verted into dollar as and when
payments on the bond fall due
Forward cover can eliminate the
excha risk. This way, link-
age with domestic rates could
assure a far better yield on the
bond than global market rates
would.

Sober Reflection in Berlin

Union were never realised The
markets just collapsed
overnight

There were mistakes (oo

according to the critics, such as
those at DIW After reunification
the emphasis was on privatising
the east German economy,
mainly through the agency set
up, Treuhand. With breath

taking speed the agency sold off
13.000 enterprises. Almost a

gquarter were closed down,
costing more than two million
jobs.

DIW also blames the Bun-
desbank interest rate policy.
"The policy was absolutely
wrong,” says Brenke. Although
rates have now come down,
short-term rates are still higher
than long-term ones, discourag-
ing industrial investment.

The Bank's policy con-
tributed to provoking or deepen-
ing the recession in Europe,
which is also an important rea-
son for lack of investment in the
east. When will the east Ger-
mans reach their western
brother's standard of living? "It
is nonsense to discuss this.™
says Brenke.

The transfer of the capital
from Bonn to Berlin would give
an impetus to development in
the east. This will be followed by
the big banks, insurance agen-
cies and intérnational compa-
nies which would not set up
their headquarters in Berlin as
long as it was ringed by con-
crete and steel. _

The investors at Checkpoint
Charlie are gambling on this
transfer of the seat of power.
With the date for the move as
vague as ever, east German dis-
content might yet grow.

— GEMINI NEWS

PETAR HADJI-RISTIC is a

freelance journalist based in

Berlin.
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its, pros and cons should be
discussed and debated in our
Jatiya Sangsad and necessary
action taken in the national in-
terest.

O H Kabir

- Dhaka-1203.

BTV’s movie of the
week

Sir, Thanks are due to BTV
for showing an enjoyable movie
of the week “Little Bird of Hap-
piness” on October 30. | partic-
ularly liked the film because: i)
indecent scene customary in
Western [llms was missing; i)
unlike typical films, specially
local ones which are full of
baseless stories and violence
mixed with cheap romance,
there was something to be
learnt. It was the love and al-
fection of the teacher that saved
the life of a young girl; and iii)
the film portrayed the fact that
it is possible for women to par-
ticipate in all areas of the soci-
ety as long as they observe
*hijab".

We would appreciate {f BTV
would continue this trend and
import films from other Muslim
countries also. Special thanks
arc also due to the team re-

sponsible for translat-
ing/dubbing the film into Ban-

gla.

Rehana Masood
Mirpur, Dhaka



