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Waiting for the Mailman " H

Modern man has at his disposal, the most
wonderful of all facilittes. He has the big aircraft
to carry him to all comers of the globe within
hours: -how the ancieryt man would have loved
of the present day
Remember reading about him jumping off the
mountain top in earnest eflorts 1o fly like the

these 'winged carriers

bird” Poor chap

They today's
man has the won
derful telephone
which brings the
world to his finger-
tips. In the Bangla
desh context, when
it works, of course
But that is neither
here nor there Lei
us only sing praises
of modern inven
tions. In fact. man
is so fond of his
telephone that he
now has one ins
talled just about
everywhere. What a
wonderful way to
keep in touch

But as all mod
ern inventions are
wont to do, it is the
wonderful tele
phone, which is the
cause of so much
worry and loss ol
romance. The read-
ers will raise eye-
brows and say,

Humph' Now what has romance got to do with
telephones. they wonder? And the oldfashioned
ones will nod their heads and say. ‘1 told you so’
But before we get into any argument, let us

elucidate.

In days of yore, when ‘phones were not in
vogue, we sat down with pen and paper and
wrote lovely long letters to the loved ones,
around the world. The world of course then was
also probably not very big, remember? But the
letters meant a lot. Waiting for the postman was
a joy in itself. The sheer pleasure of rushing tq
meet the mailman as he turned up at the gate,
had to be experienced to be described. And then
opening the letter with joy and trepidation and
reading and rereading it a thousand times,
savouring every line, every word as you visu

MONDAY, NOVEMBER. 15, 1993

by Parveen Anam

ecstasy

LETTER FRoMm

YOUR SON-
\PAKHSISH' FIRST

SHmiEr's g

alised the loved one, miles and miles AWAaYy, Was

Letters were kept for years, lovingly stored in
boxes to be brought out when you were particu
larly sad or depressed. to cheer the soul up The
joy of writing and receiving letters can never be
compared to a hasty telephone call, across miles

The conversation is
invariably bound to
he stilted. with you
shouting into the
phone, with more
often than not your
own words being
echoed back as
both parties keep
saying “"How are
vou?" and "How are
vou?" There is so
much to be said
arnd so little time

with a terrific bill ai
the end of the
month anyway

Again, at each call
there is a whauole
pack of relatives

cousins, uncles

aunts, all crowding
around to say the
inevitable "How are
you?” Privacy, a
concept gquite alien
to the average
Bangalee mind at
the best of times,
seems to be totally
absent when one is

making a long distance phone call to the loved
one, halfway across the world. '
Letters of course are a different story. They
are private and they are personal. Only meant
for the one it is addressed to. Lovely, long de

scriptive letters are a delight any time, and trea-
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A girl showing her arrange-
ment of flowers at the
[kebana show held at the
(Gulshan Club 1n the capital
vesterday. The Bangladesh
Parjatan Corporation organ-
ised the show as part of the
current Tourism Month '93
which ends today

— Star photo

Ikebana show
held

An ‘Tkebana show and com
petition in observance of the
Tourism Month '93 was held in
the capital yesterday at the Gul.
shan Club, reports BSS.

Minister for Law, Justice
and Parliamentary Affairs Mirza
Golam Hafiz formally inaugu-
rated the show as the chief
guest.

State Minister for Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan and State Minister for
Women Affairs Begum Sarwari
Rahman spoke on the occasion

as special guests.

In his inaugural spcech.-

Mirza Hafiz said that flowers of
various colours and fragrances
had a great role to play in at-
tracting tourists from home and
abroad.

He underlined the need for
expanding and promoting
tourism facilities in order to
boost national income and help
alleviate poverty and unem-
ployment.

Terming flowers the profit-
making item, specially for the
womenfolk, he called for com-
prehensive cultivatfon and
nourishments of flowers,

Talk on Nazrul
held

By Staff Correspondent

The writings of poet Kazi
Nazrul Islam stirred the youths
of his time, said the Vice Chan-
cellor of the Dhaka University
(DU) Prof Emajuddin Ahmed at
the DU Lecture Theatre audito-
rium yesterday.

He said this while in-
augurating a "Talk on Nazrul
‘93" organised by the Nazrul
Research Institute. Dr Rafiqul
Islam chaired the talk. The
inaugural session was also
attended by the Pro VC Wakil
Ahmed with Prof Abu Rushd
Matinuddin presenting the key-
note paper of the day.

e -

sured as few things are in today's fast changing,
modern world. The love and affection expressed
through letters, can never be expressed in a
hurried telephone call. The information passed
through the letter, would never be possible to
impart in a hundred phone calls. Perhaps we
should all sit down and make resolutions to keep
up the glorious tradition of letter writing even at
the cost of the telephone company sending us
fictitious bills, for all the phone calls we refuse to
make, to the loved ones, far away from home. Let
us patronise the postman, and not the tele

phone-man for a change.

Alternative use of
current net discussed

'he 17th meeting of the Par
liamentary Standing Committee
on the Ministry of Fisheries and

i Livestock was held-at the Jativa

Sangsad Bhaban here Saturday
fisheries and Livestock

the chair. reports BSS

The meeting discussed

| ways and means to find out al

ternative use of current nets io
allow fishing of small fishes and

| proposed to arrange free dis

cussion with
| fishermen community in this
{ | regard

the leaders of

‘The meeting reviewed the

| progress of different ongoing

projects of the Ministry of
Fisheries and Livestock and
discussed ways and means to
speed up their implementation
The meeting discussed the
report of the parliamentary sub-
committee on three fish landing
centres at Barisal. Khepupara

‘Adarsha Ekush’
gets Regimental
Colour

A ceremonial parade mark-
ing the presentation of Regime-
ntal Colour to the ‘Adarsha
Ekush’, a battalion of the East
Bengal Regiment, was held at
the Mymensingh Cantonment
yesterday, reports BSS.

Chief of Army Staff Lieute-
nant General Muhammad Noor
Uddin Khan, who is also the
colonel of the East Bengal
Regiment, was present as the
chief guest on the occasion and
ceremonially handed over the
Regimental Colour to the
‘Adarsha Ekush’. He also re-
viewed the smartly turned-out
parade *and took salute at the
impressive march past.

Speaking on the occasion
the Chief of Army Staff called
upon the members of the army
to rise above self-interest so
that they could achieve and
maintain still higher standard
of professional efficiency. Moral
values, institutional loyalty,
hard training and sirict disci-
pline are the basic qualities of
success in the life of a soldier,

he added.

General Noor Uddin said

.that the Adarsha Ekush re-

ceivéd the Regimental Colour
in recognition of their high
standard of training, discipline
and dutifulness. The Regimen-
tal Colour is a token of firm
confidence and gincere trust of

the armir- - )
Recalling the, contributions

of the founder of the East
Bengal Regiment — the late
Major M A Ghani and the late M
A G Osmani, he asked the
members of the regiment to
follow their predecessors’ path
and uphold the glorious history
and tradition of the regiment.
Earlier, on his arrival at the
parade ground, the chief of
army staff was received by the
local Area Commander Major
General Muhammad Ainuddin,
Bir Protik and the Commandant
of the East Bengal Regimental

Centre Brigadier Abu Ahmed
Zahirul Amin Khan.

and Patharghata. It instructed
the Fisheries Development Cor-
poration BFDC) to examine the
suggestions incorporated in the
report from technical point of
view and submit a report in Lhe
next meelng.

The committee underscored
the need for alternative use of
Sunamganj Fish Landing as it
failed to serve the purpose for
which it was built

Members of Parliament Dr
Abdul Latif Bhulyan, Begum
Farida Rahman. Abdul Ghani
and Sirajul Islam of BNP
Roushan Ali, Abdul Zahur Mia
and Mostaque Ahmed of Awami
League, Md Reazuddin Ahmed
of Jativa Party and Dabirul Is-
lam of Communist Party at
tended the meeting. Secretary
Ministry of Fisheries and Live-
stock, A Z M Nasiruddin was
present

Adhunik's nat'l
convention in Dec

Adhunik, a national anti-to-
bacco organisation, is planning
a three-day grand national con-
vention in the capital next
month to popularise the cam-
paign against smoking and

create awareness about its
hazards
Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia is expected to in-
augurate the convention which
is to devise ways and means of
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Distortion of
DU logo
protested

By Staff Correspondent

Students ol the Dhaka
University. brought out a pro
cession on the campus yvester
day protesting distortion of the

varsity logo by a weekly
magazine
The students, under the

banner of "Committee for realis

ing the rights of general stu

dents”, also submitted a memo

randum to the DU Vice
Chancellor Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed demanding a ban on the
issue and burmt some copies of
the magazine.

Sources said. the weekly Jai
Jai Din carried a cover story on
campus terrorism replacing the
DU logo of lamp, eye and lily
with deadly weapons to symbol-
ise the campus terrorism.

Discussion on

Faizunnessa
held
RAJSHAHI, Nov 14 A dis

russion on “Nawab Falzunnessa
Chowdhurani™ organised by
("omilla Janakalayan Samiti in
Rajshahl was held here at Ra-
jshahi University Senate Bha-
van, reports BSS

Chairman, Bangladesh Uni-
versity Grants Commission,
Frof M Shamsul Huq was the
chief guest while Vice-Chancel-
lor, Rajshahi University, Prof
Anisur Rahman attended as the
special guest. M Mazharul Islam
was in the chair

Prof Shamsur Rahman, Prof
Amiruzzaman, Prof Jamal
Nazrul Islam, Prof P C Sarkar,
Dr Obaidul Hugq, Dr Abul
Bashar Mia, Prof Abdus Salam
Bhuiya, Prof Abdul Awal, Prof
Abu Talib and Dr Sultan Ahmed
were among others who spoke
on the occasion.

They lauded the mlar_.jf played
by Nawab Faizunnessa in
spreading education among the
wormenfolk in the country.

e

BTV
Monday

2.00 Opening announcement
Al-Quran Programme sum-
mary

5.10 News in Bangla

5.25 Sports programme
ltalian Soccer
AC Milan vs Torino

ropolitan

10 left-leaning political parties brought out a procession in the city yesterday. — Star photo
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“Steps on to enable

BSEC units operate at
breakeven: Lutfor

State Minister for Industries
Lutfor Rahman Khan has said
the government was considering
to take appropriate steps to en
able the losing steel and engi-
neering wunits operate at
breakeven within next few
years, reports BSS

He was speaking at a meet-
ing of the directors and other
high officials of the Bangladesh
Steel and Engeering Corpora-
tion (BSEC) on problems and
strategies for the steel and en-
gineering sector

Additional Secretary, Min-
istry of Industries Ataul Karim.
Chairman BSEC A | M Najmul
Alam and directors of the corpo-
ration were among those pre
sent in the meeting.

The minister said there had
been a progressive deterioration
in industrial sector during nine
yvears of autocratic rule. The
present government is trying
carnestly to make the sick in
dustrial units financially sound

He asked the officials and
managers of the steel and engi
neering units under the BSEC

Nat’'| committee
meet on World
Confce of Women

The first meeting of national
committee on the fourth World
Conference of Women held at
the Secretariat in the capital
yesterday, reports BSS

State Minister for Women's
Affairs Sarwari Rahman
presided over the meet yester-
day

The World Conference of
Women will be convened in
Beijing, China in 1995.

to take bold and imaginative
steps to make these enterprises
commercially viable.

He advised them to plan an
integrated policy for resolving
the crisis now prevailing in the
steel and engineering sector as
a whole.

He underscored the need for
avoiding wasteful expenditures,
minimising costs and reducing
the total manpower to a tolera-
ble level

Ataul Karim informed the
meeting that the government
was examining the prospect of
capital restructuring and ratio-
nalisation of financing policy of
the Chittagong Steel Mills with
a view to putting it on a sound
footing

4 more foreign
trawlers seized

KHULNA. Nov 14: Bangla
desh Navy apprehended four
more foreign fishing trawlers
and arrested 91 crew members
on Friday from near the Putney
Island, reports BSS

With this the total number of
impounded vessels stood at 10
while the arrested persons
numbered 213 from the Bay of
Bengal within a short period

BNS Shaheed Akhtar Uddin
a patrol craft of the Bangladesh
Navy, impounded these fishing
trawlers from the Malancha
river mouth. These trawlers
were filshing within Bangladesh
territorial waters. The trawlers
along with fish worth Tk 3.30
lakh were escorted to Mongla
and were handed over to the lo-
cal Customs authorities. The
arrested persons were also
handed over to the police.

No change in temperature

By Staff Correspondent
Mainly dry weather with partly cloudy sky is likely over

Bangladesh.

Met office forecasts day temperature is likely to remain
nearly unchanged over the country.

Country's highest temperature of 31.4 degrees Celsius was
recorded in Bogra and Chuadanga and lowest of 17.6 degrees
Celsius was recorded in Dinajpur yesterday.

The sun sets today (Monday) at 5:13 pm and rises tomorrow

(Tuesday) at 6:14 am.

The Buily Star 3

Call for consensus on
main national issues

MHULNA., Nov |4: Jatiya
Sangsad Speaker Shaikh Raz
zaque All today called for a con
sensus on the main national is
sues including steps to wipe out
lterrorism from society to create
peaceful and congenial atmo
sphere towards attaining wel
fare of the people. reports BSS

He also called upon the peo

ple. particularly the poiitical

| conscious people. irrespective of

= e s = =

party affiliation to shun all dif
ferences and express their sen
timent against all sorts of vio
lence and terrorism

The Speaker was addressing
a function at the local Model
High School here to formally
open an auditorium of

1I;1|-_,.

{ | school
; I' Presided

over by Deputy
Commissioner of Khulna Kazi

|| Reazul Huq the function was

| ration

| | also addressed, among others

by Mayor of Khulna City Corpo
Shaikh Tayvebur Rah

man, Syeda Nargis Ali MFP and

: headmaster of the school Abul

| Hoasain

The auditorium building was
constructed at a cost of Taka
3.33 lakh. Referring to the vari
ous development programmes
undertaken by the present
government for bringing about a
balanced development of the

country. Speaker Razzaque Al
underscored the need for con-
struction of Rupsa Bridge and
development of Mongla Port

Speaking about the self-em-
ployment programmes of the
people of the southern belt, of
Khulna he sdid that the gov-
ernument was making adeqguate
provisions o help in the lorm o
credit and input facilities par-
ticularly for setiing up of salt
industries and for shrimp cul-
fure

Later the Speaker laid the
foundation of the hostel build
ing of Khulna Art College at
Boyra

Scott, Salam
. & | 5 1 q‘r .
discuss Canadian
assistance
e High Commissioner of
Canada to Bangladesh, Jon J
Scott. called on LGRD and Co
operatives Minister Barrister
Abdus Salam Talukder at his
secretariat office here yesterday
reports BSS
They discussed matters of
mutual interest, specially the
matters relating to Canadian

help and assistance in our rural
development
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JUST ARRIVED
THE EAST ASIAN MIRACLE

Please contact

MIDAS

House 5, Road 16 (Old 27)
Dhanmondi, Dhaka-1209
Tel

A World Bank Policy Research Report on Economic Growth
| and Public Policy is now available with MIDAS. The report
reviews the achievement of miraculous growth in eight
economies : Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, The Republic of |
Korea, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand and Taiwan. l
The price of the East Asian Miracle (Full Text) is Tk. 500.00.
|| The summary is priced at Tk. 170.00

B16094-5, B16186-7, B16125
BOOK YOUR COPY TODAY
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Enjoy the thrills of
international tennis!

GOLD LEAF

ITF THAILAND-BANGLADESH
SATELLITE CIRCUIT

TENNIS TOURNAMENT.

3rd Leg, Rajshahi Tennis Complex H
November 15-21, 1993

Masters, Dhaka Tennis Complex
November 23-28, 1993

77

-

L




