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No to Industrial Wastes

A few US companies seemingly are bent on
brea all past records in violating every busi-
ness e of ethics and trade or environmental law.
They have been eying Bangladesh as a convenient
dumping ground. According to a report carried in a
vernacular daily. at least two exporting companies
of America were fined after being forced to take
back chemical fertilizer mixed with poisonous in-
dustrial wastes from Bangladesh on detection of
the foul play. Another company, Stoner Chemical
Company, and its allied trading organisation,
Transcontinental Imex, no less suspect for the
same offence, have been lobbying for establishing

an industrial belt of imported wastes in
desh.

This unholy attempt has prompted the
ladesh Chemical and Biological Society of

N America (BCBSNA) to lodge a strong protest
with US Vice-President Al Gore against the dump-
ing of chemical refuse in Bangladesh. The society
has also sent memoranda to the Bangladesh am-
bassador in America and Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia pleading for a ban on such industries with po-
tential catastrophic consequences on human
health and the country's environment. The concern
of the BCBSNA will be shared by all well-meaning
people both in the country and abroad. But there is
no guarantee that the move by these companies
will be defeated unless the whole country rose in
protest against such heinous design.

At a time when environmental consciousness is
rapidly gaining ground the world over, a few multi-
national companies’' attitude towards the Third
World appears to be one smacking of disdain and
neglect. How come that a company in the US dare
send poisonous fertilizer instead of the specified
and agreed substance? The fact that a portion of
the fertiliser was distributed among farmers in
Chltltyagnng and Khulna — and this is despite
time by the BCBSNA — thanks to a sec-
tion nfmnc (Bangladesh Agriculture Deve-
lopment Corporation) officials, speaks of the un-
derdevelopment we suffer from. The two US expor-
ting companies have already been made to pay by
the court in their munuY for their wrong doing, but
surprisingly, BADC, the largest agricultural organi-
sation in the government sector here, has only
started contemplating to sue the offending compa-
nies.

Clearly. not before the disaster has struck —
whether natural or man-made — do we rise up to
the rt:aln?r The world's largest industrial disaster in
Bhopal, India should still be fresh in our memory.
The litigation has not yet been fully settled. The
mysterious silence of BADC over such a long period
can be explained by the blunder — whether delib-
erate or thro ignorance is not known —some of
its officials committed. But this is exactly how the
interests of the country is compromised. The
BCBSNA in America is moving hell and heaven to
establish justice and compel the offending compa-
nies to Eﬂm?ensate for the damage caused to the
Bangladesh farmers.

The direct bearing of such a wrong step is quite

. and {ts long-term consequence is bound
to be catastrophic. Even before this, we were in-
formed through newspaper reports that foreign
ships had timeé" and triéd to jettison their
cargo of such industrial refuse into our seas. We
are not sure if any such dumping has ever taken
place in our territorial water. But there is every
likelihood of such incident. After Rio Convention,
every nation enjoys some environmental rights and
also shares responsibilities. For any environmental
offence by any com or country, we can ask for
international help — if tackling the problem is be-
yond our means.

WHO Plan for Chittagong

Chittagong is to become a ‘healthy’ city, so as-
sures the City Corporation's Mayor, Mia Moham-
mad Nasiruddin. Under a plan of the World Health

sation (WHO), the city will receive equivalent
of 4,000 crore ( 1 billion US dollars) in phases
from 1994 to the year 2000. Taking a leaf from a
plan of bulkiu%ealthy urban environment in Eu-
ropean cities, O is funding a total of 36 cities
around the world as model centres.

We welcome the inclusion of Chittagong in the
WHO plan and thank the world body for its support
in making our biggest port city a better place to
live. A word of commendation is also due to the
Chittagong City Corporation, to its officials, and
especially to its Mayor, for doing successful
preparatory work in convincing WHO to extend this

suggort.

e money we are talking about — Tk 4,000
crore — is a lot. The plan provides an excellent op-
portunity to the Chittagong city planners to give a
massive face-lift to the city in terms of building
health-related infrastructure. According to press
reports, the work to be undertaken covers water
and sanitation, drainage, improvement of livin
standard in the slum areas, and setting up heal
centres for mothers and children. The project will
also include income-generating activities.

On the face of it, eve g looks fine. But then,
everything usually dies at the planning stage. It is
at the implementing stage that we usually fall flat.
The first question that we would like to raise is
whether or not the plan that is to receive a massive
fund of Tk 4,000 crore, has been pre with due
care. Was our best experts involved in it ? Did we
have as much openness and transparency in
preparing the plan which would bring our best
minds behind it ? Most probably the answer to the
above questions would be in the negative. And that
is where our real concern lies.

Town planning is an advanced science and there
cannot be any second guessing permitted in this
field. The condition of Chittagong has remained
stagnant for several years now. The ferocious tidal
wave of two years ago devastated a lot of the urban
infrastructure of our port city. And much of it re-
mains unrepaired even to this day. The city
drainage and public health facilities are rudimen-
tary as best. As the second largest city in our
country, it has witnessed dramatic rise in its
population over the last decade or so. The in-
creased population pressure has stretched the ser-
vice facilities to their limits. The sewerage and wa-
1:::lm':r supply sytstems e::leed tge be dnl';oderniaed. The

rainage system needs to be radically upgraded.
The improvement of the living conditions in the
slum areas is a massive task all by itself. For all
this, multifaceted and well integrated planning is a
must. Are we liirncee in that line?

The WHO plan provides an excellent chance for
Chittagong to become a much improved urban cen-
tre than it has ever been. But how successful the
transformation will be depends on the quality of
our plan; ,» and the sincerity and honesty in.im-
plementing it. Will we rise to the challenge ? Or,
once again; will we let ourselves down?

ANGLADESH

ture is suffering from a

bewildering set of in-
tractable While paddy
production increased by the
satisfactory rate of 3.2 per eent
per annum during 1981-1991,
the rmance in respect of all
other crops as well as fishery,
livestock and forestry outputs
has been unsatisfactory.

As regards the future, sus-
tainability of growth in paddy
production during 19890s is up
against a new constraint due to
decline in farm-gate prices. Re-
turns to farmers are tending to
fall below cost of production.
Clearly this is a crisis situation.
Bangladesh agriculture needs a
bold new strategy ol develop-
ment covering Lg sector as a
whole instead of further
promoting monoculture of rice
only which itself is facing new

Ities.

The traditional approach to
development of crop agriculture
involved spread of irrigation and
use of lertiliser for HYV rice
cultivation as Boro or early Aus
crops. Growth in Aman paddy
cultivation remained modest.
Wheat was successfully intro-
duced although outputs alter
the phenomenal ten fold in-
crease by early 1980s, have now
stabilised at around one million
tons. Since food self-sulficiency
as the prime development ob-
jective is defined in terms of the
adequacy of domestic produc-
tion of and wheat, the re-
lated strategy of development
came to be closcly identified
with maximisation of cercal
production (rice plus wheat). It
was a limited objective which
had served its purpose. Now
unless we branch off into
several new directions through
an {integrated approach to
development covering the entire
sector of agriculture plus
related agro-industries as well
as infrastructures, the per-
sistent crisis in agriculture can
never be overcome. This would
imply that in spite of rapid
growth in manufacturing for
export, poverty and deprivation

RY but startling statis-

tics in a United Nations

report in faraway Lon-
don are confirming, in the eyes
of some observers, that lives of
many of America's poor children
are horror stories.

A United Nations Children's
Fund (Unicef) report, released
late September, says American
children are worse off today
than they were in 1970. For the
United States, Unicef said in its
annual The Progress of Nations
report, infant mortality is 11 per

000, which puts it 19th

industrialised nations.

For African-American babies,

however, the rate is 18 per 1000
— twice that of the whites.

The report says that condi-
tions for American children
have deteriorated in the past
three decades because more of
them are growing up without fa-
thers and more mothers have to
work. One in four American
children is raised by their
mother alone, the report says,
compared with one in 10 in
1960.

The US ment and law
enforcement authorities are
grappling with a particularly
disturbing aspect of the prob-
lem: growing numbers of violent
offences by young children.

In Florida. for instance, po-
lice have recently arrested
children as young as 13 and 15
in connection with robberies,
de;th assaults and even mur-
In Miami, a 13-year-old who
bought pizza for homeless peo-
ple living under an expressway,
was angered when one home-
less man took two slices instead
of one. The boy went home, re-
turned with a gun and then
shot and killed him. A grand
jury later ruled that the child
should be tried as an adult.

In a small town upstate,
robbers shot and killed a
British tourist and wounded his
companion, at a highway rest
stop. In the ensuing police in-
vestigation, over 50 African-
American children were
rounded up for questioning. Ac-
cused of racial harassment, the
authorities defended themselves

saying that all had long crimi-

Sir, The Nobel Peace Prize
has been awarded jointly to
Nelson Mandela F W De
Klerk for working to put an end
to the evil, vicious and unjust
system of apartheid. Only a few
years ago, it was rather impos-
sible to think that in the future
there will be a white president
who would dismantle the
apartheid laws of race division

and white privilege.

Without any hesitation we
can say that the laws of
apartheid are cruel and abso-
lutely unctvilised. These laws
have cost South Africa to a
great amount. For adopting
such inhuman rules many
countries broke their ties with
South Africa. The South
Africans were banned from par-
ticipating in any international
sport even. Throughout the
world, these laws of apartheid
were criticised. These abnormal,
barbaric laws have also turned
South Africa into a battlefield.
The black majority who are
subjected to these obnoxious
laws have bitten back,
have proven that a handful of

would not only endure but
prevail as the recurrent night
mare of the nation.

The new sectoral strategy for

hntldeoh agriculture must
consist of numerous innovative
approaches o development -
well beyond the scope of sced-
fertillser-irrigation based gov
ernment projects implemented
so far. First and foremost, mar
keting, in particular export
marketing prospects have now
emerged as a critical variable in
promoting the growth of agricul
ture sector. The cxamples given
below will clarify the fssuc fur
ther

Potato Processing

Russet Burbank potlato
favoured by the fast food Indus
tries world over, is a high yield
ing variety with stable yields
The variety would grow in
Bangladesh since it needs cool
evenings and warm days exactly
the conditions that prevail in
our country in December and
January. But Macdonald's,
Wedy's and other fast food en
terprises don't buy potatoes,
they buy frozen french fries and
that means a potato processing
plant, The fast food enterprises
are rapidly expanding in ASEAN
countries but given the humid
tropical weather conditions pre -
vailing in those countries, there
are bright possibilities to grow
such potatoes in our country
and organise export of frozen
french fries o places like Sin
gapore, Kuala Lumpur and
Bangkok. It will be a new busf
ness although modest in sizc
but as a result of it, the larm
level retums from potato culti
vation should improve consid
erably. During 1981-1991, total
potato output declined by 20
per cenl and the yield by as
miwch as 30 per cent. The situa
tion is bound to change for the
better if export markets for
potato products could be dewel
oped

Pineapple

On the other hand, Thailand
is the world's leading exporter
of canned pineapple since

19808 and recently it has also
become the top exporter of
Ki::lpplt juice and the exports

been growing by leaps and
bounds, recording a six-lold in-
crease in a mere four years
(1987-1991). At the height of
the season in Bangladesh,
prices of pineapple fall to ab-
normally low levels, the
wastages are extremely high
and lacking in adequate re-
turns, production is likely tg
decline in the future — if it has
not started to decrease already.
There is a goverhment owned
fruft juice plant but after the

black money or windfall gains
fromi purchase of machinery
and equipment have been re
alised by the interested lew, it
has met the usual late: like
many other enterprises, the fac-
tory remains idle with no juice
coming out of it. It should be
handed over 1o the privatle sec
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would not be lacking provided
quality and adequacy of outputs
of relevant crops are ensured.

In case of poultry, the small
scale operations have failed to
bring about any cost effective
development. The modern feed
milling, mixing and pelletizing
industry should be encouraged
initially based on imported feed
ingredients but quickly bringing
about import substitution
through rapid expansion of
maize cultivation, lﬂhmm in
dustries, deofled ricebran cake
as well as pharmaceutical in-
dustries locusing on poultry
vaccine, drugs and vitamins.

in the fishery sector, we have
concentrated only on shrimp
farming but that is not all. In-
tensive rural acquaculture given
extensive waler bpdies of our
country, can give rise to fish
outputs which in value would
rival rice production within the
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pincapple, mango juice exporl
also have great potential in the
Middle East markets

While south-east Asia is
quickly imitating western eating
habits by consuming lots of
potato, consumption of fruits
and vegetables, including fruit
juice, is on the rise worldwide
due to health concerns. Possi
bilities of introducing new hor-
tHeulture crops like strawberry,
mushroom, asparagus etc, are
also bright in our country and
these can become important
sources of export earnings as
well as new employment and
income opportunities in the
countryside. Exports of fruits
and vegetables — fresh, frozen
or canned — from Thailand ex-
ceed half a billion dollars per
annum and the volume is
ing very rapidly which proves
that firm overseas demands

next five years provided appro-
priate research, development
and demonstration are under-
taken and supply of fish feed
becomes as common as chemi-
cal fertilisers for crops.

Market Development

The crisis in Bangladesh
agriculture today primarily orig-
inates from lack of market de-
velopment. In fact the urgent
need for efficient market struc-
ture is hardly appreciated by
the decision-makers of the
country. Particularly in case of
agricultural products, sudden
oversupply during the critical
post-harvest period results in
the collapse of the farm-gate
prices: within the span of two to
three weeks, practically the en-
tire marketable surplus arrive
at primary village markets. Take
for example rice which s the
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single most im portant cormmed-
ity produced in the country but
bumper harvest means rock
botiom prices received by the
poor farmers. As a result. they

cannot repay the money bor-
rowed to buy [ertiliser and

seeds. In the year the
areas under high vari
eties of paddy tend o decline.

This is the paradox of good
harvest due to inadequate mar-
ket infrastructure. There are
not enough storage capacities
for rice, processing are
weak and f it rains d har-
vest time, lack of in
crease the losses to er!mn; in
terms of reduced crop yields.
On the other hand, imagine 400
modern paddy processing

at thana level, each ca-
pable of converting 10 tons of
into 7 tons of rice per
r. As a result, not only 80
per cent of the expected paddy
output of 1993 will be covered,
an additional 1 million tons of
high quality non-broken rice
could be made available for ex-
port. This is feasible because of
the higher rate of extraction of
rice from paddy in case of mod-
ern milling. Further intensifica-
tion of processing through
byproduct utilisation can yield
over 350,000 tons of edible rice
bran ofl as well as over 1.7 mil-
lion tons to deofled bran cake,
excellent as high quality poultry
and fish feed. Such modern
processing would automatically
ensure mill site storage as well.
The potential of poultry and fish
feed can be substantially en-
larged if maize cultivation is
promoted in right earnest. Al
the same time, modem process-
ing of rice will not result in any
loss of employment since many
more landless families will be
enabled to become poultry
farmers with the coming on
stream of feed plants adjacent
to rice mills.

Processing Complex

What is envisaged is a thana
level modern processing com-

plex primarily for grains — rice,

“Youth Crime Wave Baftles Americans

Mohamed Hamaludin writes from Miami

In the United States, an increasingly large number of violent crimes are being committed by young
children. Tourists are targe'ed bhecause of the cash and valuables they usually carry. While
Americans are realising the problems are rooicd in urban poverty, solutions are not easy to find.

= Uncle Sam is unwell
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nal records.

Indeed. Lthe prime suspect in
the case, according to some re-
ports, is a 13-year-old whose
police record lists more than 50
offences.

In the Fort Lauderdale area
police arrested one boy for car
theft who had a record of over
55 incidents. Another, aged 13,
was arrested for armed robbery
(using a knife) — his 18th such
arrest.

The attacks are particularly
vicious, whether in Miami or
elsewhere. In one robbery in
another state, captured on a
store television monitor, young
men were seen robbing a jew-
elry store and then, as they
were leaving, turning back and
shooting the owner.

In one case in Miami, police
arrested three teenagers for
murder committed during a

~store robbery. The officers later

reported that the boys showed
no remorse whatsoever and
merely asked for a packet of

Murder

Rape

e i i

sweets and a soft drink while
being questioned.

The killing of the tourist,
ninth in Florida in the past
year, followed (wo other inci-

- dents in which foreign visitors

were killed. In one case a Ger-
man woman who lost her way
was robbed and beaten and the
run over as she lay injured on
the ground.

Another German tourist was
shot and killed on a Miami ex-
pressway apparently during a
robbery attempt. in both cases,
police arrested and charged
people in their late-teens or
early twenties.

Tourists in particular are
targeted because of the cash
and valuables they usually
carry, which has the Florida
state officials worried about the
billions of dollars of tourism
revenue the state relies upon.

Some members of Co
have proposed a law which
would make attacks on tourists
a federal crime requiring much
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harsher penalties than at pre-
sernt.

With the considerable televi-
sion coverage given to crime in
the area, many residents have
responded by arming them-
selves. In a country where just
about anyone can obtain a gun
legally, gun sales have begun to

soar. up 20 per cent this year
already over the whole of last
year. In just the Miami area,
there are now 28,3000 regis-
tered — not to mention the
thousands more who have guns
that are not registered.

Florida is considering laws
against children possessing
firearms, which already exist in
18 other states. No one knows
how effective such laws would
be, but law enforcement propo-
nents generally feel that the
criminal justice system is too
lenient with criminals, includ-
ing juveniles.

And at a time when capital
punishment is becoming less
popular around the world, the
Congress is considering a law
that would extend the number
of crimes that would be pun-
ishable by death.

Others, including many of
Florida's African-American
elected officials, however, argue
that crime is not the main is-
sue, but merely a sign that
there are more deep-seated
problems in society.

Said Dade County Commis-
sion Chairmen Arthur E Teele
Jr: "Crime is a symptom of the
problem, which [ would suggest
education, family values, lack of
discipline and lack of self-es-
teem are part of.”

"It's learned behaviour,"” says.
white Juvenile Court Judge,
Tom Petersen. "The tragedy is
the ghetto. The tragedy is the
places where kids learn the be-
haviour."
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men cannot go on imposing
inhuman laws and restrictions
on a group of people whom they
consider to be of very low class
for their colour. The denial of
the blacks to remain as sub-
servient to the white and to bow
down to their unjust laws
tumed the country into a mas-
sive ball of fire. The blacks
made it clear that as long as
they are deprived of their rights
they will fight on.

Then in 1989, F W De Klerk
was elected President, he did
not loose a single moment and
started to dismantle the laws of
apartheid, Mr Klerk was wise
enough to see and feel that
without the support of the
blacks that country would be
plunged into the darkness of
destruction.

Unity is vital for a country to
develop economically. Moreover,
he was aware that the country
was moving towards a civil war.
So, for the benefit of both the
blacks and the whites and for
South Africa itself he started
putling an end to the apartheid
system. The objective of the
Nobel Peace Prize is to give him

inspiration so that he can
obliterate this whole nasly
system. Let us hope that he
succeeds in doing so.

Towheed Feroze
New DOHS, Dhaka

Short term deposit
long term loans

Sir, The commercial banks
are one of the components of
money market. The commercial
banks collect money from the
depositors and lend it out to the
borrowers for business pur-
poses. The depositors’ money is
withdrawable on demand,
excepting for some occasions
when deposits usually vary
from thre months to three

years.,

Since depositors’ money is
withdrawable on demand the
bankers need to keep their cer-
tain portion of money in liquid
form. By holding their deposited
money for a longer period, say
for 10 years, the bankers may
face liquidity constraint as and

r"ﬁ

when a large number of

depositors ask for withdrawal of
their money.
If banks to fulfil the

demand of the depositors by
borrowing from central bank;
then they will be saddled with
high cost of fund. In the case of
long term finance, the
commercial banks should
create an alternative fund to

meet any eventualities.

Mahbubul C '
Haque Chowdhury

Professionals

Sir, Inter communication
and cooperation between all the
professional institutions and
groups is essential for speeding
up the development process
and for ensuring ter welfare
of the people. With this end in
view, [ would like to request all
the Professional Institutions
and Groups to establish regular
communication among them-
selves as well as with us.

State Representative James
Hargrett said the ghettos re-
semble “a little Semalia, with
people running around in the
street with guns — and people
afraid to report the violence for
fear of their lives."

"We have packs of stray an-
imals that are running around
growing themselves up without
benefit of families.,” said Har-
grett, unknowingly reflecting
the Unicef report's findings.

The public., however, lacking
constructive responses to the
problem, expose the most titil-
lating of the horror stories on a
wide range of popular television
interview shows. On the na-

madze and wheat — which any-
way must be produced any-

where and everywhere in rural
Bangladesh. After grain,

prospects for horticulture crops

cultivation of varieties of export
orfented vegetable, fruits and
other crops. Apart from that, we
often lafl o realise that 12.5 per
cent of the country consist of
high to hilly lands where vari
cties of crops can be gultivaled
round the year. This includes
quick growing lree crops for
processing inlo paper pulp

Apart from crop agriculture

prospects of fsheries have
hardly been explored both iIn
the inland (resh waters as well
as out in the deep seas. A sub-
stantial n of the landiess
can find gainful employment
within the fishery sector. We are
landless but not waterless.
However, processing and mar-
keting development must im-
mediately follow 0 ven-
tures since the product is

highly perishable.

The next stage of develop-
ment in agriculture will be de-
termined not by more areas un-
der paddy but on the rapid de-
velopment of marketing led by

the rise of agro-processing at
thana level. The private sector

must play the pivotal role in
this respect while government
should be primarfly concerned
with provision of liberal credit,
utility services and other pro-
motional measures. It is possi-
ble to develop the cluster of
processing facilities at the
thana level for paddy, animal
feed, agriculture machinery,
lish processing ete, which in
turn should ensure a stable re-
munerative market for the farm
produce. This essential market
linkage for continuing growth of
agriculture is conspicuously
lacking in our country — hence
the crisis in development

tionally syndicated "Donahue”
show recently. a 15-year-old
girl, already with a two-year-old
daughter of her own, was inter-
viewed Her claim to fame was
that. by her own admission, she
had once killed another woman
and got away with it, along with
several other stabbings and of-
fences

A day later, the newspapers
reported that it had all been a
hoax and that the police had no
information of any such un-
solved murders.

Her story is a terrible in-
dictment of the conditions in
which she and others like her
have to grow up, in the world's
so-called richest country. It also
demonstrates how America is
holding these problems up as
oddities to be displayed in pub-
lic, rather than recognising just
how deeply it is failing its chil-
dren. — GEMINI NEWS

MOHAMED HAMALUDIN is
Managing Editor of 'Miami
Times.'

NATO's First Summit Task
IS to Agree on its Mission

ASHINGTON — The fi-
rst priority of the Nor-
th Atlantic Treaty Or-

ganization ([(NATO) at its
January summit meeting in
Brussels should be to agree on
where the Alliance is going,
NATO expert Stanley Sloan said
November 3.

“The most important thing is
not the membership issue,”
Sloan told an audience at the
Atlantic Council of the United
States. "It is to get straight what
the mission of the Alliance is te
be in the future.”

The Atlantic Council is a
Washington-based, public-pol-

icy center that concerns itself

chielly with US security inter-
€55,

Sloan. a senior specialist in
international security policy at
the Congressional Research
Service (CRS), said NATO
"'needs to demonstrate to the
American people that it is going
to be a net benefit, not a net
burden” to them.

“The greatest danger is that
it may be seen as an irrelevance
to Americans in the future,” he
said.

CRS is part of the Library of
Congress that provides mem-
bers of the US Congress with
information on legislative top-
1CS,
Other critical issues the
summit will have to deal with
are whether to expand the or-
ganization's membership to in-
clude former Warsaw Pact
countries, and the relative roles
of the United States and Europe
in NATO, Sloan said,

Sloan sand the January 10
summit meeting looms as "one
of the most critical events in the
Alliance’s history.”

Tt could lead to a renewal of
the Alliance or to a confirmation
of its irrelevance. QOur it could
be a disaster. furthering its de-
cline,” Sloan said.

On the membership issue,
Sloan said tht "leaving out the
Visegrad countries of Poland,
Hungary, the Czech Republic,
and perhaps the Slovak Repub-
lic. could intensify competition
among them.,"” resulting in
harmful frication and ethnic
conflict.

(At a February 1991 confer-
ence in Visegrad, Hungary, the
countries of Poland, Hungary

and Czechslovakia met to coor-
dinate their foreign policy; they
have since become grouped in
some circles as "the Visegrad
countries.”)

"On the other side of the ar-
gument, bringing in other coun-
tries will risk diluting the Al-
liarce, making at inoperable,”
Sloan said.

"Another argument is that
laking in these countries will
add another defense burden on
the United States, and C
may not want to do this," he
said.

The risks of not
NATO are that the fumrmhh?t
bloc countries may feel they
have nowhere else to look for
security but to Russia and the
Commonwealth of Independent
States, Sloan said.

Sloan said NATO needs to.
make a complete review of its
force structure, and that partic-
ipation of the United States and
that of its allies needs to be ex-
plained — not only to the
American people but to the
people of other NATO member
countries as well.

While theUS presence in the
Alliance is important. "it is Eu-
rope's responsibility to make it
work,"” Sloan said.

"“The United States wants
Europe to tae on more respon-
sibility; in my opinion, this will
be a long-term process,” he
said. "It will require a coopera-
tive approach, particularly in
military relationships.”

A "disaster” scenario for the
summit " is all too easy to pro-*
ject,” Sloan said.

“If there's any hint of a rift
between the United States and
its allies, theissues may be
overwhelmed by the press cov-
erage,” he said.

Sloan said the tion of
the French is "critically-#mpor-
tant” for the summit's success.

“T'd like to see the United
States do what it can to In-
crease French participation in
Alliance activities,” he said. "It's
in US interests.”

Asked if it were possible to
have an Alliance in Europe
without a substantial American
presence, Sloan replied:

"My simple answer is no.’
We have to have a visible pres-
ence there."

—USIS



