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Bill to ban communal |

pohtlcs soon

A private bill will be mpved

by the Opposition in Parliament

" seeking ban on communal poli
tics, said Opposition Chief Whip
Mohammad Nasim

Talking to UNB yesterday.
Nasim said members from both
the Treasury and Opposition
benches. except Jamaat ¢ |s
lami. in the last session
of Parliament calling for ban on
the politics of communal forces
to consolidate democracy. na-
tional independence and
sovereignty

He referred to the general
discussion in Parllament on
the terrorist activities of Ja-
maat -Shibir following the killing
of a student in Rajshahi Uni-
versity. allegedly by Islami
Chhatra Shibir.

"We want to see the ruling
party's move on the issue dur
ing the ensuing session ... If
BNP does not take any initia-
tive, we will give notice of bring-
ing a bill to ban communal poli-
tics,” said Nasim, the Organis-
ing of Awami League.

To a gquestion. he said the
move to ban communal politics
would be taken on behalf of the
Opposition in Parliament.

Parliament will reassembie
on November 21.

Meanwhile, National Coordi-
nation Council of the Nirmul
Committee is preparing for their
planned march towards
Sangsad Bhaban on November
2] to press for demands that
include trial of Golam Azam as
‘war criminal’ and ban on
communal politics and on use
of religion and places of worship
for political purpose.

Nirmul Committee leader
Syed Hasan Imam said they
would send out appeals to MPs
of all parties, except Jamaat-e-
Islami. to extend support to

Ht said tht Coordination
Committee is alsd contemplat-

ing to appeal to international

fora, including the United Na-
tions, to enact laws for banning
communal politics in member
states.

Replying to a question,
Hasan Imam said leaders of the
Coordination Committee have
decided to exchange views with
political parties, student o
isations and cultural bodies,
and seek their active support to
the Committee's Sangsad Bha-
ban march programme.

The Committee leaders will
hold meetings with 10 left
leaning parties on November 13

and with Awami League on
November 14.
Hasan Imam sald the

November 21 march towards
Sangsad Bhaban would be an-
other manifestation ol people's
demand for implementation of
the verdict of 'Gano Adalot

(people s court).

Police attack GCO
processionists

on DU campus
By DU Correspondent

Police lobbed at least 12
teargas shells near the Madhu's
canteen in the Dhaka University
yesterday when some activists
of the Ganatantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO) reportedly pelted
them with stones frem a pro-

m;iun
9 same time some
uni tt gunmen fired twice

from the ﬂlttm side of the
Arts Faculty building at about
11:45 yesterday morning.

This created panic among
the students in the area. The
situation, however, became
normal after about an hour.

Jute sector reforms ready
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participation in the telecom-
munication and gas sectors, he
said. But similar progress is
lagging in the water supply and
power sectors. “We are urging
the government to vigorously
pursue reform in the power
sector,” he saigd.

Although a '‘good start’ has
also been made In the areas of
Hberalisation and deregulation.
he added, the ‘country still has
a ‘significant’ way to go. "We
advocate liberalisation and
deregulation because it is criti-
cal to Bangladesh for moving
ahead from a growth level of
four r per cent to at least six per
cent” to make a dent at the
poverty level., he explained.
'hEExtf.-rnal competitiveness i{

only way to expedite growth,
he said, and the performance of
the Jocal agriculture and gar-
ment sectors is very encourag-
ing in dealing with the market
forces.

He noted that although the
government had decided to drop
licensing requirements at the
policy-level, yet in practice vari-
ous forms of permission are still
needed and the government's
capacity to deal with procedural
bottlenecks remain inadequate.

Project implementation is
slowest in Bangladesh com-
pared to all other South Asian
countries, as reflected in a re-
cent survey, he said.

It is not a new issue; there
hasn't been any degree of im-
provement (in project imple-
mentation).”

He identified the primary
problems in implementation of
projects as procedural prob-
lems in the procurement pro-
cess and inadequate manage-
ment capability to implement
programmes and the govern-
ment's development agenda.
“The t's management
capability is inadequate to the
task of placing people who are
able to break the bottlenecks

and implement the reform mea-
sures.”

Responding to a question
about the slow pace of invest-
ment in the country, Wood said
that the competitiveness issue
and the cost of doing business
in Bangladesh has to be looked
into.

“Labour strife, unreliability
of power supply, labour-man-
agement relations and the rela-
tions between firms and the
government, which involve a
degree of tensions and guarded
roles — all these hinder invest-
ment growth,” he added.

On his discussions with the
local business community, the
World Bank vice president said
local investors have expressed
their concern about the prob-
lems in the financial sector,
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addrenmng a puhhc nwenng at the Bannnpara
Government High School ground in Barnisal yesterday

ComTeq '93

from today

By Staff Correspondent

A three-day exposition of
computer, telecommunication
and office equipment [ComTeq
'‘93) begins today at the Hotel
Sheraton.

-Information Minister Barri-
ster Nazmul Huda will in-
augurate the exhibition partici-
pated by 17 firms.

Organisers of the exposition

| yesterday hosted a reception to

explain the aims and objectives
of the exposition.

Eminent computer scientist
Dr Jamilur Reza Chowdhury, as
chief guest at the reception,
said that the computer was in-
troduced in this country at least

Dr J. R. Chowdhury

“That second generation
computer was the first in the
region, but we are lagging be-
hind and now we are only
ahead of Bhutan.”

He said that computer,
telecommunication and office
equipment are three islands of

about the high interest rates | !echnology. but these are grad-

and access to local financing,

particularly for the companies

operating in the Export
Zones.

He added that there is a pre-

vailing 'stalemate’ where lenders

are getting used to a more ef-
fective lending procedure and

investors are yet to get used to
the new procedures.

The business sector, he said,
also appeared to be frustrated
about the implementation of
the government's liberalisation
and deregulation agenda.

“There i1s also a pervasive
notion among the private sector
that this government doesn't
work very well,” he added. while
disagreeing with the notion.

“The govermment's reform
agenda is not only helpful for
the poor but it is also essential,”
he said.

The key to the su
reform programme is to hulld
up confidence by implementing
the policies over a period of
time, he said. “If these pro-
grammes are followed through
and sustained, | am confident
that Bangladesh would be able
lo move ahead with its devel-

opment agenda,” he concluded.

Jamuna Bridge
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to co-finance the Jamuna pro-
ject.

Rahman, sources said, spent
most of his time at yesterday's
wrap-up discussions trying to
convince Wood about the justi-
fications of the country's vital
jute sector adjustment credit.
He reportedly told the WB offi-
cial that once known as the
‘golden fibre,” jute had played
an instrumental role in the
country’s struggle for indepen-
dence. '

Rahman said it was an in-
separable part of the Bang-
ladeshi culture, economy,
politics and heritage.

Wood also assured Rahman
of the WB’s prompt action to
present the jute sector adjust-
ment credit to the executive di-
rectors.

Rahman also sought the
WB’'s assistance for the con-
struction of feeder road net-
works throughout the country.
The WB official said that he
would look into the matter.

Wood highly apprecfated the
efforts of the present govern-
merrt to improve Bangladesh's
overall economic performance
and to expand the social pro-
grammes that were so crucial to
people’s welfare and their long
run economic future.

“There is now a clear oppor-
tunity to build on these initia-

tives so that investment and
private sector actively can grow
at a much faster pace’, Wood
observed.

The WB executive, during his

stay in Bangladesh, made a
courtesy call on Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia. He held
several rounds of discussions
with the Finance Minister. who
is the current chairman of the
Board of Governors of the WB-
IMF Group, and reviewed the
on-going development activities
and reform programmes.

Wood also held discussions
with Health Minjster Chowd-
hury Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Com-
merce Minister Shamsul Islam,
Energy Minister Dr Khondoker
Mosharraf Hossain, Industries
Minister A M Zahiruddin Khan
and State Minister for Planning
Dr Moyeen Khan.

He visited various industrial
units at the Chittagong Export
Processing Zone, selected
women's programmes, health
and educational projects and
exchanged views with selected

‘expprters, businessmen and

ambassadors.

Rahman, economic points
man of Begum Zia, listed vari-
ous measures undcrtakcn by
the present government and
asked the WB executive to gear
up the lending operations of the
Breiton Woods institutions in

Bangladesh.

ually merging.

Chowdhury, who was in
charge of the computer centre
at BUET, said there is no other
way but to join these informa-
tion technologies for the devel-
opment of the country.

He said that such exposition
should be an annual event to
popularise the equipment.

The exhibition will remain
open for traders, professionals
and the public frgm 10 am to 2

pm everyday.
Foreign experts may
probe Pak NA blaze

ISLAMABAD, Nov 11:_The
Pakistan government said tnda_',r
foreign experts might be asso-
ciated with a judicial probe into
the blaze which gutted the par-
liament building here this week.
reports AFP,

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto appointed a judicial
commission and a parliamen-
tary committee to make sepa-
rate enquiries and said the
building would be rebuilt.

National Assembly Speaker
Yusuf Raza Gilani said repairs
would cost about five million
dollar and take seven months.

NCBs' branches
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folio management. This signi-
fies that the NCBs are coming
out of the shock of capital wipe-
out following introduction of
loan classification. Sources in
the Finance Ministry added that
the current practice of annual
loan classification may be
substituted by semi-annaal
classification in the future.

The NCBs, which were con-
sidered to be notoriously slack
in loan recovery, are doing quite
well in this area now, The Fi-
nance Ministry set a target of
recovery of Tk 346.46 crores
from one hundred largest de-
faulters by "July 1993. The
NCBs have exceeded this target
by recovering Tk 443.44 crores.
The NCBs' loan recovery drive
was helped by quick and strong
support from the legal machin-
ery.

The plan for closure of loss
making NCBs branches is be-
ing viewed as a major step in
making the NCBs leaner so
that they can complete with the
private sector banks for busi-
ness. The government believes
that such competition will be
good for the economy. The gov-
ernment has already set up a
committee chaired by the
Bangladesh Bank Governor to
advise it on permitting some
new commercial banks and fi-
nancial institutions in the pri-
vale sector.

— PID photo

Khaleda: HM
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wanted to.create poverty and
pull the nation back from the
path of progress and prosper-
ity.”

The Prime Minister said the
BNP government believed in a
democracy which would ensure
the people’'s basic rights, devel-
opment and, above all, a
peaceful and secured life. Her
government was working relent-
lessly to make such a derhoc-
racy work smoothly in the
country, she said.

The government would pro-
vide loans on easy terms to the
small farmers wanting to set
up dairy and poultry farms.
“We have to work hard for en-
suring optimum utilisation of
the domestic resources. Other-
wise, we will never be able to
achieve the target of self-re-
liance,” she said.

The Prime Minister said her
government had given top prior-
ity to primary education which
had already been made compul-
sory.

Begum Zia said under the
food-for-education programme
five lakh children and seven
lakh families would be benefited
this year. She said at present
the programme had been taken
up in one union of each of the
460 thanas but the number of
unions would be increased
gradually.

Begum Zia said the govern-
ment was successfully progress-
ing with the programme of
health for all by the year 2000
All the development efforts
would be foiled if the population
boom was not checked, she

Fake cosmetics

factory in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov ]1: Po-
lice here unearthed a fake cos--
metics manufacturing factory
last night during a raid in the
Kadamtoli area of the city.

Police arrested four persons
and skized a large quantity of
materials used for preparing the
spurious goods.

L-alrr Begum Zia distributed
poultry birds and livestock
amorlg the destitute people of
the areas.

The Prime Minister went to
Swarupkathi thana by launch
and witnessed the erosion
caused by the river

Begum Zla also addressed a
big public meeting at the
Swarupkathi Government Col-
lege ground where she called
upon the people to involve
themselves in the government
uplift programmes and carry
forward the nation towards the
path of progress and prosperity.

She underlined the need for
involving women Iin the devel-
opment efforts to make the on-
going uplift endeavours more
meaningful and effective.

UK good trading
partner, DCCI
chief tells envoy

High Commissioner of the
United Kingdom Peter Fowler
met with the President and
members of the Board of
Directors of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) at its office here
yesterday. reports BSS.

President of DCCI AT M
Wagziullah briefed the British
envoy about the open policy of
the government [or attracting
foreign investment. |

Desctibing the UK as a good
trading partner, he said
Bangladesh enjoys a favourable
trade with Britain. He recalled
British aid for development of
various sgctors of the economy.
The share in technical assis-
tance to Bangladesh by the UK
is also quite significant. Cur-
rently. there are 47 British in-
dustrial units in this country he
said.

Fowler lauded parliamentary
democracy, macro-economic
stability and g highly successful
garments sector.

He said the privatisation
policy needs to be implemented
in the context of the changing
global economic scenario.

Cancer kills 1.5 lakh
every year

By Staff Correspondent

One lakh fifty thousand
people die of cancer in the
country every year while an-
other two.lakh are altacked
annually.

This was disclosed b}r the
Bangladesh Cancer Society at a
news conference held at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday af-
ternoon.

Addressing the conference
on the eve of the society’'s an-

[ nual council that begins in the

capital tpday. Prof Fazlul Haq.
president of the organisation.
told the newsmen that there
were an estimated eight lakh
cancer patients in the country

He warned that the number
would double within the next 20
to 25 years because the rate of
smoking was gradually increas-
ing.

Prof Haq. however, consoled
that fifty per cent of these cases
were preventable and one third
of them were Lolally curable
while the remaining incurable
patients could get relief from
their, sufferings. In this context,
he informed the gathering that
reduction of deaths from all but
lung cancer had been made
possible in the developed coun-
tries and in some of the
developing nations. .

Speaking on the prevention
of cancer, the Cancer Society
president suggested 90 per cent
of the cases could be prevented
by merely changing life-styles to
avoid the causes of the disease.
Most of the cases could be
cured provided those were de-
tected at the initial stages, he
added.

Prof Haq stressed on build-
ing awareness among the peo-
ple about cancer and regretted
that detection and treatment fa-
cilities were inadequate in the
country.

“There is only one cobalt ray
machine for 10 crore people

- whereas the ratio should be

2:1.000.000." he mentioned.
adding that the solitary ma-

chine, too, was 30 years old.

He further said there were
only about 40 doctors for eight
lakh cancer patients and 153
cancer beds at different hospi-
tals of the country.

The cancer society had taken
up a project to establish a
‘Bangladesh Cancer Hospital
and Welfare Home’ and an ap-
plication for allocation of nec-
essary land was lying with the
government.

He sought cooperation of all
concerned for the successful
implementation of the project.

President Abdur Rahman

- Biswas will inaugurate the an-

nual council of the Bangladesh
Cancer Bociety at the National
Museum auditorium at 9 this
morning. Health and Family
Welfare Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf will attend
as a special guest while Barris-
ter Moinul Hosein will be the
guest of honour.

The news conference was
also addressed by society lead-
ers Shahabuddin Mahtab,

Mahbubuzzaman and attended

by Prof Mirza Mazharul Islam,
Kafiluddin Mahmud, Prof,
Shamir Kumar Sharma, Dr AM
Khan, Justice Abdul Wadud
Chowdhury, Prof M A Hye and
Hasanuzzaman Ehnwdhury

Panic shopping
in Kashmir

SRINAGAR (India), Hu:v 11:
Shoppers queued up at stores

" and markets here today to stock

up on provisions ahead of a
strike called by Kashmiri Mus-

lim separatist groups to protest
the siege of the Hazratbal

Mosque, reports AFP.

Thousands of people
crowded food shops and veg-
etable markets in this Kashmir
summer capital before a general
strike shuts down the city agajn
at 4.00 pm (1030 GMT), resi-
dents said.

ALWC thanks all
for making

sit-in a success
By Staff Correspondent

The Bangladesh Awami
Leagne (AL] Working Com
mititee, in an emergency meet-
ing yesterday, thanked the
people for their participation in
the party's sit-in demonstration
Wednesday braving the impen-
etrable barricades set up by the
police

Discussing strategies for a
successful hartal from 68 am to
12 noon in the city tomorrow
the Working Committee ex
pressed concern at the author-
ity's indiscriminate arrest of

| party workers and innocent

passers- by

The meeting, presided over
by acting party presidenit Abdul
Mannan, demanded immediate
unconditional release of persons
arrested during the sit-in in
which about 150 persons were
injured and over a hundred
arrested.

3 Israeli newsmen
detained in Jordan

JERUSALEM, Nov |1: Jor-
danian border police briefly de
tained three Israel television
journalists who crossed the
border today, Israeli army radio
and security sources said, re-
ports Reuter.

3 killed in city
By DMCH Correspondent

Three persons including a
young woman were killed in the
city yesterday.

Mohammadpur police recoy-
ered the body bf an unidentified
young woman from a bathroom
of an under-construction
apartment at Dhanmondi yes-
terday morning.

Sources said a maid of the
house found a short note which
led the police to the bathroom
where the bbdy of the victim
with a red scarf around her
neck, was dumped.

Police suspected that the
woman was murdered on
Wednesday night.

A severely assaulted tenant
Abdus Sattar, 42, reportedly
beaten up by the hirelings of his
landlord at Sutrapur on
November 6. succumbed to his
injuries yesterday afternoon. A
case was lodged with the
Sutrapur Police,

Meanwhile, on the outskirts
of the city., at Kamrangirchar.
another body, identified as that
of one Anis, 30, was found in
the premises of one Altals
house with a slft throat.

The father of the victim filed
a case with Lalbagh Police.

CMC hostels
reopen amid
tight security

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Nov 11: Hos-
tels of the Chittagong Medical
College have reopened today
amid tight security with a ban
on all kinds of political activities
on the campus by the students'
organisations.

Over one platoon of police
men, most of them in riot gear,
have been deployed on the col-
lege campus. Classes will re-
sume from Saturday.

Students were allowed to en-
ter the hostels after a check of
their identity cards.

Prokrichi
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The ceuncil also resolved

that the members of the non-
administrative cadre services

-and the Prokrichi will boycott

all district-level government
functions coordinated by t.he
DCs.

According to the council
resolution, they will not even
take part in any state-spon-
sored ceremonial function
where the DCs are now entitled
to take salute of the paramili-
tary and police forces.

Conventionally, the DCs take-
salute of the forces at the dis-
trict-level parades held in ob-
servance of the country's Inde-
pendence Day and the Victory
Day.

Dr Moshtaque Hussain., a
central leader of the Prokrichi
who was present at yesterday's
meeting . told The Daily Stat
that the council felt the district-
level elected representative of
the people should take the,
salute,

On the question of the ap-
pointment of returning officers,
the Prokrichi leader said that
when the DCs and the TNOs are
given the responsibilities of
conducting an election, there
are always chances of adminis-
trative manipulation. "The
politicians often accuse the gov-
ernment of influencing the elec-
tion results through the admin-
istrations,” Dr Moshtaque said.,
adding: “Our proposal would
definitely help the Election
Commigsion to make the polls
non Yontroversial.”

The council will submit a
memorandum on this issue to
the Chief Election Commis-
sloner within a week, the
Prokrichi leader said.

Replying to a question,
Mashtaque said they have taken
the decision keeping the forth-
coming Zila Parishad elections
and the December 16 Victory
Day celebrations in mind.

The meeting was presided

over by Dr M A Majed.
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ew UN

sanctions on Lab

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 1] The UN Security Council today

imposed new sanctions against Libya for refusing to surrender
two suspects accused of the 1988 bombing of a Pan Am Airliner

over Scotland.

The vote on the resohution. which takes effect December 1.
was |1 in [avour. none opposed and four abstentions in the 15
member council. The abstentions were by China. Djibouti,
Morocco and Pakistan. reports Reuter

Pope taken to hospital

ROME. Nov ||

Pope John Paul was taken to hospital for

more X-rays today after he tripped on the hem of his robe and

fell during an audience at the Vatican, the ANSA news

said. Earlier on Thursday. Vatican sources said an X- ray of the
pope’'s left arm revealed no fracture. reports Reuter

'Dhaka-Pyongyang

Chang Chol. vice premier of
the Democratic People’'s Repub
lic of Korea (DPRK). flew in here
vesterday on a six-day visit and
said the visit symbolises the
close character of relationship
that exists between his country
and Bangladesh, reports BSS,

“"Our relations are bound by

' h\antfnld common factors and

we value the ties with

Bangladesh.” he told newsmen
al the ai
State Minister in charge of

Cultural Affairs Prof Jahanara
Begum received the DPRK dig
nitary.

Chol is leading a five-mem

Jinnah murder
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the JCD — the students’ wing
of the ruling BNP. Three uni-
versity staff— Abdus Sattar,
Haider Ali and Abdul Alim —
suffered bullet wounds as
Jinnah's assailants fired
indiscriminately.

-

.

Sayeed Sohrab
Among eleven accused of the

murder. only Sohrab has been *

arrested while ten others —

Swapan Tarafdar, Sohel,. Tink
Titu. Rafi, Alam, Ma;nurl lmaH

Rafig and another youngman
whose name could not be
known, are still at large.

On the following day of the
murder, Sayeed Sohrab, Rabiul
Islam Lablu (plaintiflf of the
murder case), Ruhul Alam
Mahbub Manik, Swapan
Tarafdar and Mamun were ex-
pelled from the JCD.

Jinnah was a final year stu-
dent of the Food and Nutrition
Institute of the Dhaka
University while Sohrab was a
final year student of Philosophy
of the university.

Pak N-plan
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prﬁﬁidcntial elections on Satur-
day where Bhutto's candidate

and Sharif's are neck- and-nﬁ:k :

in the race. ;

Bhutto's annﬂuntcm:nt
followed the visit to Pakistan by
Robin Raphel. Assistant US
Secretary of State for South
Asia. Diplomatic sources said
Raphel made no breakthrough
on the principal issues of Pak-
istan’s nuclear programme nor
the Indo-Pakistani conflict over
Kashmir.

Diplomats here say that the
Pakistani army is the final
guardian of the country's nu-
clear programme.

“If Pakistan agrees to roll
back, it will only be if the army

agrees to roll back.” one diplo-
mat said.

ties strong’

b :lr

ation.

Thtvkr premiér, who is also

the Minister for Culture and
Arts, sald he was aware that
Bangladesh is making relentiess
efforts to face the challenges to
improve the quality of life of
people under the leadership of
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia.

"We In our country have
made progress through hard
labour and it is nice to hear

that Bangladesh is making
similar efforts.” the vice premier
said

The cultural cooperation be-
tween the two countries would
be a major area of discussions
during his stay here, Chol said.

Answering gquestions, the
vice premier said cultural mat-
ters and other issues of com-
mon interest would feature in
his talks here.

Replying to another ques-
tion., Chol said his country
wants to resolve North Korea's
nuclear issue through “dialogue
and peaceful means.”

Gold smuggling
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Bangladesh Airlines has been
promoted and rewarded Tk
5.000 as a recognition of his

honest and courageous act
Wednesday . _
Meanwhile, State Minister

for Civil Aviation and Tourism
Abdul Mannan yesterday visited
the Biman security unit at the
Zia International Airport to
boost the morale of the security
personnel and lauded the role of
Moslem All.

He urged the security people
to be vigilant and dedicate

*themselves to their duties.

Mannan assured that the
security unit would be mod-
ernised (0 cope with the grow-
ing needs ol the times.

UNHCR

From Page | Col 4
at both sides.

* "The large-scale repatriation
is expected to start sometime
this winter since we prefer the
dry season for the purpose”, he
sald, adding that as many
refugees as possible will be
repatriated before the next
MONSOoO0N.

The MOU signed in Yangon
provides three phases of the
repatriationt plan — movement,
resettlement and integration.
The UNHCR spokesman said
that some infrastructural ar-
rangement will have to be build
up along the border for the re-
ception of reflugees in Myanmar.

"Our first point is the ade-
quate arrangement of reception
at the border — once we are
satisfied with the arrangements,
the process of large-scale repa-
triation will start,” he added.

Five reception-camps will op-
erate Lo receive the refugees
under the supervision of the
UNHCR.

The UNHCR is also laying
much importance on proper re-
habilitation of the repatriated
refugees in Myanmar. For the
purpose, the recent MOU out-
lines various inputs, such as in-
frastructure, food supplies,
housing and community pro-
jects.
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