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French police detain
88 FIS activists

PARIS, Nov 10: French police
detained 88 suspected Algertan
fundamentalists Tuesday in a
nationwide sweep ordered after
a series of kidnappings, mur
ders and death threats nst
French nationals by I[slamic
militants inside Algeria, reports
AFP.

Prime Minister Edouard
Balladur said the operation, led

by counter-espionage and intel-

merous cities and townas, in

cluding Parts, Lille, and Nancy
in the mnorthern halfl of the

country plus Lyon Marseille,
Nice, Bordeaux and Toulouse in
the south.

French police said they be

Iteved there were between 50
and 100 *hard core militants

linked to the FIS in France, with
the vast majority of the Algerian
the

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 10:
UN Secretary-General Boutros
Boutros-Ghali stepped up his
campaign to rid Somalia of
chaos and starvation, urging
the worM not to abandon the
East African nation “before our
work is done,” reports AP

Boutros-Ghali expressed to
Christopher his concern about
what happens after the
Americans pull oat. Another
said Boutros Ghall cited a
“snowball eflect” in which most
of the other countries with
troops in Somalia plan o lollow

International

(Ghali steps up efforts to
rid Somalia of chaos

the 26,000-strong UN forve ex

pires November |8. Boutros

Ghall is expected to make his
recommendations about how o
cope with the American with-
drawal and revise the mandaie
in a report to the Security
Council this week.

shington is urging the United
Nations to take the heat ofl Gen
Mohamed Farrah Aideed,
wanted in a June 5 attack on
Pakistani peacekeepers

The United States also has
joined Aideed in urging the
United Nations to relecase 43

ligence police, was “to verily mm'::::?:tupp“?bt::h The United Nations chief's the United States in withdraw- He expressed his concerns remaining Somali detainees,
that each person on our na e xtremis : plea Tuesday came a day after ing, creating a “large, gaping to the African-American jncluding three of his top aides
tional territory -I'E'IPECCI the law Police tnvolved Tuesday In- his clash with US Secretary of vacuum.~ Both officials spoke to Institute in New York on  They were captured October 3
of the republic. cluded the Directorate for| siate Warren Christopher over The Associated Press on condi: Tuesday night. In his prepared sparking the 15-hour firefight

Those detained included Surveillance of the Territory | washi n's s ed-up with tion of anonymity remarks, the UN chiefl cast that killed 18 US soldiers one
Moussa Kraouche, ka!fnt ol [USTL which handles counter, d ] mS Ha UN W“[i(‘.l affairs and doubt on whether the interna- Mﬂlﬂ?ﬁiﬂn pfaprhrrprr and an

the Algerian Brotherhood,
which is believed to be the front
in France for Algeria’s outlawed
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS). A
second bfotherhood official,
Djaffar El Houari, was also de

espionage operalions,

Generaux, the political police.

The sweep came two weeks

aflter three French consulate of-

the
agents from Hrnlﬂfncrnrntu

Boutros-Ghall is waging a
public relations campaign for a
commitment to remain in
Somalia and ensure its political
and economic stability. The
United States, stung by the

peacckeeping aides will get a
chance to review the problems
Wednesday, when they meet at
headquarters with Robert
Oakley, the Clinton administra-
tion's envoy to Somalia

tional community has the polit-
ical will to fulfill fts duties in
Somalia.

"The international commu-
nity must not give up on places
like Somalia.”™ he said. In a ref-

estimated 300 Somalis.
Sixteen detainees were (reed
overnight Saturday

Other moves the United
States is suggesting to restore

'mnﬁL police said. fictals were kidnapped in Algiers The meetings are of an erence to the US pullout, he stability include establishing a
The Interfor Ministry said 88 and four days after French ;:r:.htz lﬂhrr;mf:drirll“ effort to.allay Boutros-Chalis added, "Let us not abandon commission to investigate the
persons had been detained in  Interfor Minister Charics Pas- P concern that Oakley at least Somalia before out work is killing of the Pakistanis; creat

the operation and six others put
under house arrest. Some 65
homes and 11 officers were
searched, it said.

The operation touched nu-

qua wamed that Algerian
militants would not be permit-
ted to turn France into a rear
base for wviclent activities in

Alergia.

its troops by March 31

There are now 7,500 US
troops in Mogadishu, and an-
other 8,650 remain offshore.

One UN official said

has been duplicating and a}
worst been undermining UN

peacermnaking efforts in Somalia.
The issue is coming to a

head because the mandaie for

Raphel concerned at
war in Afghanistan

KABUL, Nov 10: A sentor US

be willing to reopen its embassy

done "

President Clinton has said
the United States will try hard
to restore stability to Somalia
before the withdrawal Wa

US rejects proposal to lift
sanctions on Serbia

ing a Somall police force. and
holding an iInternational hu-
manitarian aid conference for
Somalia in Addis Ababa,
Ethtopia, on November 29

Aideed faction

agrees to sit
with UN, US

MOGADISIIU, Nov 10: The
faction headed by Somali war-

official met Afghan leaders in Kabul and resume normal
during a day’s visit to Kabul on relattions with Afghanistan WASHINGTON, Nov 10: The territorfes they control in May 1992, to the Security | /ord Mohamed Farah Aideed
Tuesday, expressing dismay United States dismissed Tues- Bosnia -Herzegovina. Council, according to the has agreed to take part in the

over instability in the war-rav
aged country, an Alghan minis-
ter said, Reuter
Assistant Secretary ol State
for South Asia Robin Raphel
was the most senfor American
envoy to visit Alghanistan since
before the Soviet invasion 14

ago.

"Ms Raphel was disap
pointed that stabflity could not
be maintained in Afghanistan ”
Afghan Foreign Minister
Hidayat Amin Arsala told re-
porters after the US envoy met
President Burhanuddin
Rabbani, Prime Minister
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and for-
mer Dejence Minister Ahmad
Shah Masood.

He said Raphel told the
Afghans that Washington had
to channel aid elsewhere be-
cause of the security situation
in Afghanistan, which has seen
frequent factional fighting even
after the western-backed
Mujahideen guerillas took

subject to an improvement in
the security situation.

As she met the Afghan lead-
ers in the capital, forces of
Hekmatyar and those of
Rabbani and Masood continued
their week-old fighting in Tagab

some 60 km (37 miles)
northeast of Kabul.

Forces of Hekmatyar's Hezb-
|-1slami Party seized two foreign
rcporters in the area on
Monday. But a Hezb spokesman
said on Tuesday the reporters
— New Zealander Terence White
of the Agence France Presse and
Johan Jennings, a US national

working for the Associated
'ress, would be released.

Raphel also expressed con-
cern about the | -scale pro-
duction of narcotic drugs in
Alghanistan and alleged back-
ing to extremists by some
Mujahideen groups, Afghan
source said.

“The government assured

day a proposal by France and
Germany to lift economic
sanctions on Serbia in exchange
for territorial concessions to
Bosnian Muslims, reports AFP.
"We are interested in any-

‘ thing that would help move the

peace process,” State Depart-
ment spokesman Michael Mc-
Curry said. "But [ don't think at
this point a discussion of
sanctions or lifting of sanctions

+ is something the United States

is enthusiastic about. -
France and Germany have
proposed the gradual lifting of
sanctions against Serbia il the
Serbs agree to give up between
three and four pér cent of the

Earlter Tuesday, Belgrade
hafled the EC diplomatic initia-
tive, officials radio said.

“We hail the European
Community’s initiative but the
decision to make territorial con-
cessfons belongs to the (self-
proclaimed Bosnian) Serbian
republic,” the radio said.

Serbian president Slobodan
Milosevic refterated on Monday
that peace could not return to
Bosnia-Herzegovina without the
lifting of sanctions.

Yugoslav president Zoran
Lilic easked UN Secretary-
General Boutros Boutros-Ghali
Tuesday to refer the issye of lift-
ing the sanctions, imposed in

Tanjug rﬂlnﬁ'ry _
testing that his country

was being constructive and
pacifist, Lilic said in a letter to
Boutros-Ghall that “maintain-
ing sanctions while it is clear
that our country has committed
no aggression and that it is not
part of the conflict is a violation
of intemational law and the UN
charter.”

The 12 EC Foreign Ministers
decided in Brussels earlier on
Tuesday to discuss a common
diplomatic inftiative for ex-
Yugoslavia, including the Fra-
nco-German proposals, at a
meeting in Luxembourg on
November 22.

SEOUL, Nov 10: President
Kim Young-sam ordered his de-

fence minister and intelligence
chief Wednesday to prepare
contingency plans for dealing

weapons by North Korea must
be stopped,” Kim told a meeting
of security—related ministers,
according to chief presidential
foreign security aide Chung

Neissue to dominate ROK-US siunm.it

sion. Most are planned south of
Seoul, but the military said
some training will occur be-
tween the capital and the heay-
ily armed Korean border.

next round of security talks
with the United Nations and the
United States, a US military
spokesman said today, reports
AFP

Colonel Steve Rausch said
the Somali National Alliance
(SNA) had agreed to participate
in the weekly meeting of the se-
curity advisory commitiee here
later this week.

"UNOSOM and the US are
pleascd by the renewed indica-
tdons of SNA participation in the
discussion process,” Rausch
said.

Three days ago, Aldeed an.
nounced that his faction would
not attend the round table con-
ference.

Bollywood

turns into
ldlewood

BOMBAY, Nov 10: A 5-day-

Toe Buily Star 5

Off the Record

A robin landing on a dripping gnrdn-n tap by 52-year-oid

John Watkins from Woodford

Photographer of the Year Award, Tuesday.

Rats cause traffic headache

MOSCOW: Hungry rats are causing a major headache for
motorists and trallic police in Moscow, reports AP

Many traffic lights in the Russian capital don't work be-
cause rats have been eating through underground cables that
control the signals, The Rossyiskaya Gazette reported
Wednesd ay

"Rats are to be blamed for this,” (raffic police spokesman
lvan Belyzh was quoted as saying

The rats eat the plastic coated cables more quickly than
the understaffed traffic department can fix them, the report

sajd
Widespread exam fraud

HARARE: Police said Wednesday they uncovered a
widespread fraud scheme that c¢nabled thousands of high-
school students to cheat on examinations, reports AP,

Advance copies of question papers were sold for between 3
dollars and 15 dollars to teenagers laking ordinary and ad-
vanced level exams, said police spokesman Phebion

Virtually all subjects were available, and some pupils

her it would make every effort to Jong-uk. . Id strik fil
last year from a col- with North » All possibilities should be | ©ld strike by film producers has _
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s in a poor o : S troops a Our ment as well as The strike began Friday after said the [raud could lead to the

Pakistan and returned there af-
ter the meetings, was not avail-
able for comment on her talks.

country,” Arsala said.
“The Afghan government ap-

Communist North Korea's sus-
pected development of nuclear

| weapons would top the list of

most of the 650,000 South
Korean troops stationed in
Korea.

the United States has been
continuing to ask North Korea
to allow inspections, but North

necgotiations broke down be-
tween the producers and the

thousands of people they pay

The Education Ministry
nullification of thousands of results, causing delays in en-

trance to colleges and universitics as new tests are resched-
uled.

. However, Arsala quoted her pealed for help, and it gained
-  topics in his upcoming talks The “Foal Eagle” f
us telling the Af] peonung o gle” exercises  Korea has refused even North- | daily wages to do everythin ;
Cllnlnnn‘-dmtniftlr‘:?;t:Mt LI‘E ::li: l:rn}irﬂ;tnn :.:llﬁ l_liﬂ WEUH *ﬂ:‘l President Clinton. are designed to test defenses South talks by giving = | .from carrying sets to peﬂrufrrﬂnfg Hhﬂu;:;ﬂﬂ.{ﬂ} pupts are writing their high schost exmms.
WO P re it could, sa Development of nuclear against North Korean aggres-  Kim ; causes. starits. _ The ucation Ministry said oflicials were investigating
= e — —— i Sl said “When work is stopped by possible leaks from teachers or the ministry's own exam su-
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Freedom Award for Powell: rormer
President Ronald Reagan on Tucsday presented his Freedom
Award to retired General Colin Powell and both men urged swift
passage ol the North American Free Trade Agreement, Reuter
reports from Sini Vally. -

Powell, who stepped down in September as the 12th chair-

man of the joint chiefls of stall and is considered a
president, received the award at the Ronald

ture candidate for

possible fu-

Reagan Presidential Library in this Los Angles suburb.

UNHCR

The United

uts off operation in Lanka:

ation High Commission for Refugees said

Wednesday it has suspended all relief operation in the war-torn
northern Shri Lanka and pulled out its staff, AP reports from

Colombo.

The UN agency, which had two relief centers in northern Shri
Lanka accommodating 32,000 people, cited security reasons for
evacuating its four representatives on November 9.

The statement noted an anti-UN demonstration by

1,000

people October 30 in front of the Madhu Reliel Center for dis-

placed Tamils. The center was not getting adequate supplies of

jood and basic goods, it said.

Malagsian King

Elizabeth

in Britain: Queen

welcomed Malaysia's king on Tuesday and declared

An undated file

photo showing the renowned -16th century bridge over the river Neretvit in
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the producers, it can only be
called a lockout. The producers
have closed the doors. We have
not. We are open for talks,” said
Chandra Shekar, the president
of the Federation of Western
Indian Cine Employees.

The coalition’'s 17 unions
represent people such as extras,
stunt men, carpenters, moul-
ders, electricians, dancers and
choirs who all earn daily fixed
wages from the producers.

The strike has idled about
15,000 people, including the
unionised workers who earn
about 200-400 rupees in the
film industry, and many of the
city’s superstar actors, who
often earn 10 million rupees
(dirs 322,000) a movie.

The strike has angered some
of the highest-paid actors.

“l am bored. | don't feel good.
Activity in life is extremely im-
portant,” said Dev Anand, a di-
rector, producer and actor who
is nicknamed Evergreen be-
cause he works hard to look
younger than 70.

Chunky Pandey, a younger
[ilm star, was less concerned. "1
am building my body, flexing

pervisors.

Guard robs bank to
collect overtime pay

MANILA: A security guard found a novel way to collect his
overtime pay: he robbed the bank h¢ was supposed to be
guarding, police said, reports Al

Officers said Madior Pocaan, 27, and two companions en-
tered the Capitol Bank in suburban Muntinlupa late Tuesday
as he and other employees were working overtime.

Armed with a shotgun, the robbers announced a holdup,
collected 800,000 pesos (dlrs 28,500) in a bag and then fled
out the back door, police and other employees said.

Employees telephoned the police as soon as the robbers
left. But it took responding patrolmen more than an hour teo
break the padlocks that the thieves had used to lock the
front Iﬂnd rear entrances.

Police rushed to the address that the guard had given the
security agency but discovered it was !'ulstfl; '

Haven for map lovers

WASHINGTON: The Smithsonian ‘Institution, which runs
most of Washington's museums, has opened a haven for lovers
of maps, reports AP.

Big maps and little maps, round maps and square maps,
long skinny maps and gigantic wall maps.

There are maps that stick to the wall with velcro, Maps hand
drawn on ancient vellum. Maps on computer screens. And maps
made of sticks tied together with bark strips.

The first thing the visitor sees is a challenge to the whole
idea of the impartial map pointing out that for all their apparent
objectivity maps are never neutral.

ridge in Essex, England,
which has won this year's prestigious British Amateur
— AFP photo

Britain's determination to work with his country as it develops .
into an industrialised nation, AP reports from London.

The queen’s daughter Princes Anne and her husband Cmdr
Tim Laurence were at Gatwick Airport to meet Sultan Azlan
Shah and his wife, Tuanku Bainun and traveled with them to

Like advertisements and other forms of graphic design, they
present information selectively, reflecting particular points of
view it says on the wall. '

my muscles and chasing girls,
which [ do in any case, whether
shooting or not,” he told the
Express.

Mostar. The bridge was destroyed by shelling on Tuesday and collapsed into the river. The

bridg?, featured on tourist postcards and posters, was built in 1566 and declared part of the
world's heritage by the UNESCO. — AFP photo

London by royal train.

L

Prime Minister John Major, the queen, and her husband,
Prince Philip, met the train at London’s Victoria station, and the
queen look the visitors to Buckingham Palace in a seven-car-

*r‘la.gl: train. .

Moroccan PM re-ap

Ointed= The

current Moroccan Prime Minister, Moha Karim Lamrani, was

re-appointed to the post Tuesday evening by King Hassan I1, an
official statement said, AFP reports from RabBat.

Lamrani, 74, who has led an interim administration since
August last year pending legislative elections, has been asked to
form a new government, the statement said.

The statement said the King had recetved Lamrani during the
day and told him of his decision to appoint him premier, and to
name his government as soon as possible.

Mitterl'and iE ill: French President Francois

Mitterrand, 77, cancelled several engagements on Tuesday after
suffering a bout of lJumbago, officials said, Reuter reports from

Paris.

Mitterrand, who suffers from a slow-growth prostate cancer,
postponed a meeting with visiting Namibian President Sam

Nujoma.

i
He also deferred meetings on Tuesday with a trade unfon
leader and the Chilean Senate President.

Former rebel slain in El Salvador:

A former

guerilla has been found tortured and shot to death, a

leftist group said Tuesday. It brought to 25 the number of ex-
rebels killed since El Salvador's civil war ended in January

1992, AP reports fro
The Farabundo

War

San Salvador.

i National Liberation Front, the former
rebel movement that has become a

killings are jeopardising the peace trcaly that ended the 12-year

political party, says the

US Congress for law to curb TV violence

WASHINGTON, Novl( Con-
gress seems intent on passing a
law to restrict television vio-
lence, but protectors of the First
Amendment are betting no su-
ch measure ever will be en-
forced, reports AP.

The courts won't allow it,
lawyers for the American Civil
Liberties Union and the televi-
sion networks say.

Nevertheless, the bipartisan
momentum in Congress for
legislation to reduce violent TV
programming is strong.

Eight bills have been intro-
duced. They range from a re-
quirement that TV sets be
manufactured with a computer
chip that could be programmed
to block violent shows to a
mandate that the Federal
Communications Commission
make reducing TV violence a
condition of television station li-
cense renewal.

One or a combination of
them is likely to start moving
toward enactment at the begin-
ning of next year.

Attorney General Janet Reno

told the Senate Commerce
Committee recently that several

of the bills would pass consti-
tutionai muster. But she ac-
knowledged later that she was
not familiar with all the case
law, so the Justice Department
is continuing to review the
subject.

The concern is and always
has been that TV violence
causes the real thing, particu-
larly among young people.
Supporters of the legislation say
the courts have allowed restric-
tions to protect children and
point to limits on indecency.

But indecency is different,
say First Amendment advo-
cates.

It has been specifically de-
fined as references to excretery
functions and sexual organs.
Although a ban on such talk
has been rejected by the
Supreme Court, the broadcast
industry has generally accepted
that it should be restricted to
between 8 pm and 6 am.

Violence, however, has never
been defined by law.

And even if it were, lawmak-
Ers see some violence on televi-
sion as beneficial. News shows,
lor example, would be exempt

from restrictions and "good" vi-

olence, such as war dramas or
depictions of brutality designed
to deter such behavior. also
would be all right.

Lawmakers oppose "happy”
violence, which is akin to slap-
stick, and sensationalistic or
gratuitous violence.

Bul imagine the questions
the FCC will have tg ponder if a
law is passed and the commis-’
sion must draw the boundaries.

Would it be acceptable to
show a woman shooling a rapist
in self-defence. but not a mug-
ger shooting an infocent vic-
tm?

How much spilled blood
would be needed to illustrate
the horrors of war without being
gratuitously gory?

The National Coalition On
Television Violence defines vio-
lence as "the deliberate and
hostile use of overt force by one
individual against another."

Using that definition, would
a drama about the Civil War be
allowed on the air when chil-
dren might be watching?

The creative community has
traditionally made these judg-

ments and critics of the push
for new legislation say the pub-
lic should complain to them,
not to Congress.

The law can't tell the differ-
ence between good and bad vio-
lence,” says Attorney Floyd
Abrams, a First Amendment
expert who successfully de-
fended NBC against charges
that a rape shown in the 1978
made-for-TV . movie "Born
Innocent” caused a similar real-
life incident.

"When you start talking
about banning or limiting or
channeling the amount of vio-
lence on TV, you are talking
about directly interfering with
First Amendment rights,” said
Abrams.

"Speech about violence Is not
only integral in the most impor-
tant works of film and literature
in our history. but has been ex-
plicitly protected.” k

Measures Introduced in
Congress Lo regulate violence on
television would:

— Prohibit viclent program
ming when children are a sub-
stantjal part of the viewing au
dience.

— Require TV set manufac-
turers to install a computer
chip in all sets so they can
block programmes coded as vio-

lent.
— Establish a presidential

commission to hold hearings
and report on TV violence.

— Set up a phone number at
the Federal Communications
Commission to collect public
complaints about TV violence.

— Require the FCC to estab-
lish standards to reduce TV vio-
lence and make meeting the
standards a condition ol li-

cense renewal.
— Require broadcasters to

label programs containing vio-

lence or unsafe gun practices.
— Require the FCC to issue

quarterly TV violence reporis.
detailing the level of violence
and identifying the shows spon

SOrS.
Require TV stations to

make copies of commerclals
and promotions available to the
public and keep a record of
complaints about any that are
violent.

Make the now voluntary

" on-screen advisories manda-

Lory

| erfticism after

Aspin has no
plan to resign

WASHINGTON,
Defence Secretary Les Aspin
has received continual assur-

Nov 10:

ances that President Bill
Clinton is satisfied with his
work and has no plans to re-
sign, a Pentagon spokeswoman
said Tuesday, reports AFP,
“There are no plans for any-
one here to resign,” said Pen-

lnfn spokeswoman Kathleen
Delaski

Delaski was asked about re-
cent reports citing senior White
House oflicials and members of
congress as saying Aspift was
the weakling in the president’s
national security team.

“I challenge the premise of
those reports,”™ Delaski said.
"We continually get assurances
that the president is satisfied,
very satisfled, with secretary
Aspin's performances.”

Delaski said Aspin met with
Clinten at the White House
Monday night to brief him on
the situation in Somalia. The
topic was strictly Somalia, she
added.

Aspin came T for sharp
18 US army

rangers were killed in

Mogadishu.



