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Tough task ahead for Kiwis

PERTH. Nov 10:
Martin Crowe's
New Zealanders
face their moment
of truth here
—4 Friday when they
rross swords with Australia in
the opening clash of a three-
Test cricket series, AFP.

Allan Border's side, buoyed
“by a comprehensive 4-1 whip-
ping nl‘ England in the Ashes
Series in last year. are
formidable fores given an even
sharper edge on a WACA
ground wicket rated as helpful
as any in the world for quality
pace bowling.

They must - be strong
favourites to win back the
Trans-Tasman Trophy, but
Border has warned players not
to under-estimate the opposi-
tion.

"We have to be wary because
we have been beaten by New
Zealand a few times,” he said.
"When they appear to be at
their worst, they come up and
peat you.”

New Zealand coach Goff
Howarth said: "It's certainly
never been a problem for New
Zealand sides to get motivated
for Tests, especially against
Australia.”

The Kiwis have a psychologi-
cal advantage: Their five-wicket
win at Eden Park, Auckland, in
March in the final Test of a
three match series which they
squared 1-1.

But, judging by their form
over the past three weeks,
'ﬂhcyll need more than a fair
share of the breaks to trouble
Australia on their own soil, and
more particularly in Perth.

The home team have two
proven speed champions, Craig
McDermott and Paul Reiffel, to
Jlet loose on the bouncy pitch,

and a third, newcomer Glenn
McGrath, is licking his licks at

the opportunity to start his ca-

reer in such helpful conditions.

McDermott is back to peak
form after serious injury prob-
lems in Erigland.

Reiffel grew in stature during
the England tour, taking 19
wickets in three Tests, '

McGrath, 23, has earned the
nod for the third pace berth
after promising early season
form, including in impressive
performance against New
Zealand in the tourists first-
class game in Newcastle, where
they gained their only win in
filve warm-up matches.

New Zealand's capacity to
handle this hungry trio, in the
other Tests in Habart and
Brisbane as well as this one,
may determine the outcome of
the series.

The tourists must be con-
cerned that, over a span of eight
completed team innings, only
one player, Crowe, has notched
a century.,

They have been desperately
unlucky in their past three
games to be without seasoned
opener Mark Greatbatch, who
broke a finger in the opening
first class game of the tour
against Western Australia here.

Greatbatch still has hopes of
being f{it for the Test. Such is
his importance in the side that
a decision is likely to be delayed
for as long as possible.

If Greatbatch remains side-
lined, the Kiwis will be forced to
open with Blair Pocock, 23, and
Bryan Young, 29, a pairing with
no Test experience and a recent
record suggesting they are un-
likely to succeed at that level.

In their past [ive associations
against the new ball they have
forged stands of 2, 0, 10, O and

It is imperative for the
tourists to make solid starts to
protect key batsmen such as
Crowe, vice captain Ken
Rutherford and Andrew Jones,
recently the sides most consis-
tent runmaker.

New Zealand's attack also
faces a stern examination
against a powerful Australian
batting line up.

Mark Taylor, Michael Slater,
David Boon, Steve and Mark
Waugh and Border all had mar-
vellous England tours ahd even
wicket-keeper lan Healy aver-
aged almost 60.

The Kiwis will rely heavily on
accomplished pace operator
Danny Morgison, who has 103
Test scalps from 29 games.

Chris Cairns has displayed
perseverance and penetration in
recent matches and must con-
Ainue to fire for the new ball at-
tack to be credible.

Indications are the tourists
will also play fast-medium pair
Willie Watson and Murphy Su'a
despite their modest recent
form.

Kenyan-born off-spinner
Dipak Patel, in fine touch. is
expected to provide the variety.

While slow bowling has sel-
dom had a significant impact on
a Perth Test, Australian leg-
spinner Shane Wammne is certain
to play in the wake of his
record-breaking 34-wicket per-
formance in England.

AUSTRALIA: Allan . Border
(capt), Mark Taylor fvice capt),
David Boon, lan Healy, Craig
McDermott, Glenn McGrath,
Tim May. Paul Reiffel, Michael
Slater, Shane Warne, Mark
Waugh, Steve Waugh (12th man

to be named).
NEW ZEALAND: To be an-

nounced.

PERTH. Nov 10:
New Zeal-and
opening batsman
Mark Greatbatch
Wednesday decla-
red himself fit to
play in the flirst cricket Test
againstL Australia, reports AP

Greatbatch has not played
for almost three weeks after
breaking his left forefinger
during a match against Western
Australia.

The left-hander passed a fit-
ness test on Wednesday morn-
ing and said he was a certain
candidate for the Test. which
starts Friday at the WACA
Ground.

He batted for more than 20
'gmute- against fast bowlers

anny Morrison, Simon Doull
and Willie Watson and then
made himself available to part-
ner Blair Pocock at the top of
the order.

Greatbatch fit for

about three weeks, but j feel
good about getting out there.

Greatbatch said he wasn't
concerned about his lack of
match practice.

"l think form goes out the
window for Test matches.” he
said. "Sometimes I've played
very well in Test matches with-
outl having any form to take into
the game.”

"I's a matter of getting the
line right and competing.”

Two New Zealanders suffered
minor injuries during practice
on Wednesday, but both will be
fit to play.

Captain Martin Crowe suf-
fered bruising his left bicep
after being hit by a bouncer
from Doull, while paceman
Murphy Sua was cut on the
mouth when hit by a ball
thrown from close range by
team physiotherapist Mark
Plummer.

1st Test

with a groin injury.

"l was disappointed. but now
I just have to get on with the
rest of my career.” McDermott
said.

"l don't think I've been in
better shape and I've been very
focused on what I've had to do
to get back.”

McDermott will be without
his longtime strike partner Merv
Hughes, who is recovering from
knee surgery, but said he ex-
pected good support from Paul
Reiffel and Rookie Glenn
McGrath.

The Australians have not
settled on a starting lineup but
may leave out spinner Tim May
despite captain Allan Border's
fascination with the possibility
of using two spinners on a pitch
that normally favors pace.

"Bowling here is completely
different to bowling anywhere
else in Australia,” said May's

SA-Zimbabwe

tie rained out

BANGALORE. India. Nov 10:
Rain forced the Hero Cup one-
day international between
South Africa and Zimbabwe to
be abandoned here today. re-
ports AFP.

The match was reduced to
37-overs-a-side after slippery
ground conditions, caused by
persistent rain since Tuesday
morning, delayed the start by
over two hours.

South Africa, sent to bat on
a drying wicket, were a shaky
22 for one in nine overs when
another spell of rain forced the
umpires to call off the match.

The two Alrican neighbours
shared a point each in their
first outing in the five-nation
tournament being organised to
celebrate the diamond jubilee
of the Cricket Association of
Bengal.

The 21-day event also fea-
tures West Indies, Shri Lanka
and hosts India.

Each team plays the other
once in the round-robin format
with the top four moving into
the semifinals. The final will be
played at Calcutta's Eden
Gardens on November 27.

South Africa take on the
West Indies next in Bombay on
Sunday. Zimbabwe face Shri
Lanka in Patna on Monday.

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the Hero Cup
one-day international between
South Africa and Zimbabwe
which was abandoned after
nine overs due to rain here to-
day.

SOUTH AFRICA:

Wessels not out 10
Hudson lbw b Brain 5
4
3

Cronje not out

Extras: (w-3)

Total; (for one wicket,

nine overs) 22
Fall of wickets: 1-18

Bowling O M R W
Brain 5 1 12 1
Streak 4 1 10 0
STANDINGS
League standings after

Wednesday match (played, won,
lost, tied, points):

West Indies 1 1 2
India 1 1 - - 2
South Africa 1 - - 1 1
Zimbabwe 1 - - 1 1
Shri Lanka 1 - 2 - 0

China, Aussies
to fight for
final slot

SYDNEY. Nov 10: China and
Australia will play each other
for a place in next year's volley-
ball World Championships in
Greece after scoring easy wins
in a five nation qualifying tour
nament here Wednesday. re-

| ports AFP.

China thrashed underdogs

| Chinese Taipei. while Australia
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German Boris Becker returns a backhand volley from Australian Jason Stoltenberg at the European Community

Championship tennis tournament in Autwerp on Nov 9. Becker beat Stoltenberg 2-6, 6-3 and '?-E;_

Sampras sails, Becker toils

ANTWERP, Belg-
ium, Nov 10: Pete
Sampras started
the final tune-up
for the World Cha-
mpionships with
an easy win at the European
Community Championships.
Boris Becker just staved off a
defeat that would have ended
his ATP season, reports AP,

Sampras. seeking to cap a
great season with a World
Championship title next week.”
quickly overcame some prob-
lems with his serve Tuesday to
coast past fellow American
David Wheaton, 6-3, 6-2.

Becker, who needs to reach
the final of the 1.11 million
dollar event here to be able to
defend his World Championship
title, rallied from behind for an
unlikely 2-6, 6-3, 7-5 win over
Australian Jason Stoltenberg.

"l am lucky I can continue,”

said Becker, seeded fourth
here.

Y

Stoltenberg, serving for the
match at 5-4 in the third set,
appeared to hit a perfect ace for
a 30-0 lead, which would have
brought him within 2 points of
victory. Bul umpire Paulo
Pereira decided to overrule the
linesman.

The Australian was so

shaken by the decision that he
lost the next four points of the
game, and all the remaining
games Lo keep Becker’s chances
alive in the tournament.

Wheaton, ranked 54th in the
world, kept abreast until 3-3 in
the first set. But Sampras,
ranked first in the world and at
the Antwerp event here,
wrapped up nine of the next 11
games — no sweat.

"It was a matter of a couple
of good returns and serving a
little better,” he said afterwards.

Sampras already won
Wimbledon and the US Open
this year.

Second-seeded Mich&El Stich
and Goran Ivanisevic, who won
two of his last three tourna-
ments, start their quest for the
gold-and-diamond racket
Wednesday. -

In other matches Tuesday.
Chuck Adams beat fellow-
American David Witt 6-2, 6-2,
and Swede Magnus Gustafsson

ousted Australia’'s Mark
Woodforde 6-3, 6-1.
Apart from  Becker,

lvanisevic and France's Cedric
Pioline still have a shot at quali
fying for the World
Champtonships, which brings
together the top eight players of
the season.

Six of the eight slots are al-

ready clinched by Sampras. Jim
Courier, Sergi Bruguera. Stich,
Stefan Edberg and Andrei
Medvedev.

Pioline moved to the second
round, after beating American
MaliVai Washington late
Monday. Pioline is ranked 11th
in the world now but also could
qualify if he wins in Antwerp.

Becker, still seventh in the
ATP rankings, said he will have
to reach the final here If he is to
stay in the top-eight. That's be-
cause the ATP point system
could drop him back several
places when it scraps his year-
earlier results at the end of the
week.

The question was almost
academic after Tuesday's
match. The German had a
nightmarish first set when he
was no match for Stoltenberg,
ranked 43rd in the world.

The Australian compensated
his lack of brawn with clever
shots, often wrongfooting his

towering opponent.
But Becker, full of his
trademark inner torment.

fought back in the second set
and came back from 0-3 an

two points from defeat in a 25

hour thriller for the 5.000

strong crowd at the ‘Sports
Palace.

— AFP photo
Garrison upsets
Fernandez

PHILADELPHIA, Nov 10:
Zina Garrison-Jackson upset
third-seeded Mary Joe
Fernandez 6-4, 6-1 in the first
round of the 750,000 dollar
Virginia Slims of Philadelphia

on Tuesday. reports AP
Jackson played sound at-

tacking tennis and her sliced
strokes from an undercut
backhand won her several im-
portant points. Fernandez was
usually the first to fumble in
hard fought running ex-
changes.

Garrison-Jackson, who won
tournaments at Oklahoma and
Budapest this year, won seven
straight games from 4-4 in the
first set to 5-0 in the second
set. She won the match in the
seventh game of the second
set when Fernandez made a
high volley backhand shot into
the net.

"My confidence is up and
['ve been playing very good
tennis.” Garrison-Jackson said.
"In the beginning of the year, |
was also playing well but not
winning many matches. Bul
now | am winning them.”

Garrison-Jackson earned a
second-round meeting with
Lori McNeil. who won the
first match of the day. a 6-4. 6
4 victory over Larisa Neiland.

McNeil proved to be the
better volleyer in the maich,
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