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FM meets editors

Foreign Minister ASM
Mostafizur Rahmfan yesterday
hosted a dinner and exchanged
views with the editors of na
tional news agencies and news

papers. Information Minister
Nazmul Huda was present,repo-
rts BSS

DPRK vice-premier

due today
The Vice-Premier of the gov
ernment of Democratic People's
Republic of Korea [DPRK].
Chang Chole. will arrive here
today on a six day official visit
to Bangladesh,reports BSS,

]
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AL, JP call half-day hartal Saturday

Sporadic clashes mark

sit-in : 150 injured

The Awami League (AL) and
the Jatiyva Party (JP) yesterday
separately announced plans for
a half-day hartal in the capital
Saturday to protest 'police ex-
cesses’ against their respective
programmes around the
Secretariat.

The AL announcement of the
half-day shut down came dur-
ing a party rally yesterday
afternoon while the JP an-
nounced its programme at a
press conference vyesterday
evening.

By Staff Correspondent

However, yesterday's agila
tions — the AL's sit-in and the
JF's demonstration around the
Secretariat eventually turned
Lhe city centre and its adjoining
commercial areas including
Motijheel into mini battlefields
with sporadic skirmishes be
tween the police and the oppo
sition activists.

More than 150 people. in-
cluding some AL legislators,
were injured and more than one
hundred activists belonging to
the AL and JP were hurt during
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the four-hour clash beginning
at || in the moming.

On the other hand. some po-
lice personnel received splinter
injuries from cockiail explosions
near Lthe Gulistan Police Box
anfl were Laken (o the Police
Hospital immediately. Five
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youths were reported to have

received first ald from the
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.
Hundreds of the paramilitary
Bangladesh Rifles and riot po
ltice personnel ringed the

Sce Page 12 Col 3

Demonstrators being chased by police at the Bangabandhu Avenue in the city mterd.ﬁy.

AL slates police
excesses against

demonstrators
By Staff Correspondent

The central leaders of the
Awami League (AL] yesterday,
denouncing Lhe police ex
cesses against AL activists and
leaders, said such activities
only proved that the BNP gov-
ernment was more autocratic
than the Ershad regime.

Acting president of the AL
Abdul Mannan, at a rally heid
in front of the central office of
the party on Bangabandhu
Avenue yesterday afternoon,
announced a half-day hartal in
the city Saturday protesting
the attack

He also announced country-
wide protésts and demonstra-
lions today and demonstra

See Mage 12 Col 6
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Dhaka rejects WB

suggestion to
devalue Taka

By A Special Correspondent

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman has turned down visit
ing World Bank Vice President
D Joseph Wood's suggestion to
devalue the Taka and said that
the external value of the cur
rency had now increased more
than sufficiently to adjust it
upward.

Al an exclusive meeting yes-
terday in the capital, the senior
WB executive suggested (o the
Finance Minister that the Taka
be devalued but Rahman re-
acted sharply and said, "We

should now appreciate it rather
than devalue it."

Turning down the sugges-
tion, Rahman said that the ex-
port earnings of the country
had been rising. remittances in
creasing and the foreign ex
change reserves were now at a
very comfortable level of over
2.4 billon US dollars. Belying
the fears of the WB and other
donors, the Taka did not lose
any ground to its intervention
currency — the US dollar —

Sec Page 12 Col |

Tk 3.13 cr gold haul

at airport

By Staff Correspondent

Customs offlicials hauled
some 57 kilograms of gold at
the Zia International Airport
(ZIA) vesterday. A driver of
Biman Bangladesh Airlines was
arrested for his alleged In-
volvéement in the attempt to
smuggle the gold In.

A Biman security guard,
Moslem All, in a daring chase,
spoiled the smugglers' broth
and nabbed the accused driver
Abdul Majid Hawlader. 35, in
the apron area of the airport
runway. -

The gold, worth about Tk
3.13 crore, was brought on a
Gulf Air flight (GF-158) coming
from Muscat. It landed at ZIA
at 7 am, officials said.

According to guard Moslem,
just when the bus carrying the
disembarked passengers rea-
ched the arrival lounge gate he
saw one passenger— as vyet
unidentified—throw two hand-

Sec Page 12 Col 7

Resources in Dhaka yesterday.

Dnﬂrr Hq,ud w1t.h tl'w smug-
gled gold.

Corruption depriving govt of huge
revenue earnings:

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman said here yesterday
that the government was being
deprived of huge revenue earn-
ings due Lo corruption by a sec-
lion of officials and business-
men. reports BSS
"~ The Finance Minister said
this while reviewing the various
aspects of income tax realisa-
tion from Dhaka, Faridpur,
Khulna, Kushtia, Pabna and
Rajshahi regions for the year
1992-93 at meetings with senior
income tax officials here
Tuesday anrd yesterday.

Saifur Rahman expressed
his dissatisfaction over the ex-
treme inconsistencies in the
realisation of income tax. Due
to these inconsistencies the re-
alisation of income tax last year
from these regions was only ten
per cent of the probable income,
it was mentionéd in the meet-
ing.

[t was also stated in the
meetings that in some cases
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taxable income ol an assessee
had been fixed at twenty thou-
sand only despite the fact that
he has several sources of in-
come including cloth business,
truck and real estate. As a re-
sult of corruptions by officials,
such assessees were fixed to
pay income tax between Taka
300 and Tk 500 only per an-
nuImn.

The Finance Minister issued
directives for reagsessment of
income tax of such cases Lo re-
move inconsistency. Under no
circumstances realisation of
less than Taka fifteen hundred
from a businessman assessee
was acceptable, he said.

The meeting took a number
of decisions to enlarge tax base,
increase the number of
assessees and streamline the
inspection and survey depart-
ment.,

Saifur Rahman said, the re-
view of the account of income
tax realisation in Dhaka .city
showed that only 24 specialist
physicians paid Taka 50,000 as
income tax annually. "Whereas,
the real number of such doctors
should be over 500," he said.

The meeting found that the
annual taxable income of cer-
tain specialist physicians has
been fixed at Taka 40.000 only.
But the Finance Minister said
with regret that some of these
doctors even had their daily in-

Saifur

come at the same level.

It was informed in the meet-
ing that some busingss magnets
pay only Taka two or three lakh
as income tax annually but in
real term it should be many
times higher than the present
level. _

The Finance Minister
stressed the need for mutual
coordination between the VAT
and income tax departments as
their system of income tax real-
isation were inter-related.

Referring to a community
centre in Dhaka. the Finance
Minister said it had paid only
Taka 4.000 as VAT last year
although almost everyday two
marriage ceremonies took place
there. “Whereas, the owner of
the centre had realised Taka
1050 from each ceremony from
his client to be paid to the gov-
ernment. With this eéstimation,
at least 300 marriage cere-
monies took place in that centre
and the total VAT should have
been Taka three lakh 15 thou-
sand from the clients,” he ob-
served.

The Finance Minister ex-
pressed his concern saying the
people were paying their VAT

“for the government while a sec-

tion of officials and business-
men unscrupulously depriving
the government from its rev-

enue income.
Sev Papge 12 Col 8

BNP isolated
from people,
says JP

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party (JB) central
leaders yesterday said the
‘fascist’ activities of the BNP
against the opposition parties
proved that it had become iso-
lated from the people

Al a press conference, held
at the residence of the acting JP
chairman Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday evening
the JP also announced its next
course of-action.

JP secretary general
Khaledur Rahman Tito, Mizan
Chowdhury himself, Barrister
Moudud Ahmed and Kazi Zafar
Ahmed addressed the newsmen.

"The ruling BNP has failed
Sce Page 12 Col 3

Noor Hossain
Day observed

By Staff Correspondent

'Shaheed Noor Hossain Day’
was observed yesterday by dif-
ferent political parties, students’
organisations, professional

Editorial on page 4

i ETEUPS and socio-cultural bod- )

ies all over the country.

Noor Hossain, in his twen-
ties. was killed in police firing
during the 'Dhaka Siege' pro-
gramme organised by the then
three major political alliances

Scl: Page 12 Col 2

Humayun tells UN

We can't afford Rohingyas
for indefinite period

Ambassador Humayun Kabir
told a meeting at the United
Nations that Bangladesh wants
the return home, in safety and
dignity, of more than a quarter
millilon Myanmar refugees it
has been hosting for the last
three years, reports UNB.

"As a democratic nation,
committed to the principles of
human rights and profound
humanitarian impulses, we did
not tlose our doors to this
massive influx,” he said refer-
ring to the Rohingya refugees
from Myanmar,

"... But with our many and
varied constraints, we cannot
afford to host this enormous
number for an indefinite pe-
riod." Kabir told the UN
meeting on refugee issues
yesterday.

In his speech., the Bang-
ladesh Permanent Represen-
tative to the UN highlighted
the government's best efforts
to provide assistance to the
refugees with the support of
the international community.

Welcoming the recent sign-
ing of an agreement between
Myanmar and. the UNHCR,

-Kabir hoped that it would help

the return of the refugees in
larger numbers.

He also referred to a
Bangladesh-Myanmar agree-
ment reached in April 1992,

-_

and the memorandum of un-
derstanding Bangladesh signed
with the UNHCR in May this
year on repatriation of the
Rohingyas.

On the global refugee prob-
lem, he stressed the need for
collective responsibility to en-
sure help to about 19 million
refugees across the world.
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gas project
|

The World Bank (WB) has |
agreed (o provide Tk 650 crore
for the Gas Infrastructure De-
velopment Project” of
Bangladesh reports UNB.

An agreement in this regard
is expected o be signed in|
Washington in January next. |

The assurance of the Warld
Bank help came during a
meeting between a visiting

World Bank delegation and the
Ministry of Energy and Mineral

Viee President Joseph Weood
led the WB delegation while
Energy Minister Dr Khandaker
Mosharral Hossain led the
Bangladesh side. ,

The Minister apprised the

Sec Page 12 Col 7

AL MP from
Ctg loses seat

CHITTAGONG, Nov 10; Sul-
tanul Kabir Chowdhury of the
Awami League today lost his
seat in Parliament, reports
UNB.

The Election Tribunal-2
headed by Additional Distriot
and Sessions Judge Syed
Enayetullah has declared ille-
gal and void the election of)
Sultanul Kabir from Banshkhall
(Chittagong-15).

The verdict of the tribunal
came upon a case filed by
Mahmudul Islam C
of the Jattya Party who had
contested Kabir in the Febru-
ary 199] polis.

After examining the wit-
nesses and relevant docu-
ments, the tribunal declared
void the results of 11 centres
out of 83 in the constituency.
The results of the remaining
72 centres were retained.

The court also issued or-
ders for sending a copy of the
judgement to the Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner for taking

necessary steps in holding
fresh polls in those eleven

Sce Page 12 Col 6
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AL-CPC relations
O promote
friendship’
BEIJING, Nov 10: Hu
Jintao, a member of the stand-
ing committee of the political
bureau of the Communist Party
of China (CPC) central commit-
tee, met with a delegation
from the Awami League of
Bangladesh here yesterday
alternoon, reports Xinhua.

The five-member delega-
tion, headed by the Awami

See Page 12 Col 4

CAIRO, Nov 10: Israel has
agreed tc cut its troop presence
outside .Jewish settlements in
Gaza, producing progress in five
weeks of negotiations for
Palestinian self-rule, sources
close to the PLO-Israeli talks
said today, reports Reuter.

The breakthrough, which
could clear the way for an
Israeli withdrawal from the
West Bank town of Jericho and
the Gaza Strip by December 13,
was achieved after two days of
crisis talks between the PLO

and [srael at a secret location in
Cairo.

"Significant progress has
been made in the meetings." |
expect we will achieve the de-
sired results in December but I
still feel there are many obsta-
cles to overcome,” Nabil Shaath,
head of the Palestinian negotiat-
ing team told Reuters.

Shaath said the sixth round
of PLO-Israeli talks woiild he
held either on Monday or

.Tuesday of next week in the

Israel will
presence

cut troop
in Gaza

Egyptian Red Sea resort of
Taba.

Sources close to the meet-
ings said the Israeli delegation,
led by General Amnon Shahak,
provided the Palestinians with
amended maps for the with-
drawal plan from Gaza which
they said this time amounted to
withdrawal rather than rede-
ployment.

Under the modifled Israeli
security plan, Israel would keep
troops around Jewish settle-
ments but would evacuate some
roads and areas and hand them
over to the Palestinians in line
with the peace accord signed in
Washington on September 13.

‘In their previous meztings
the Israelis have demanded to
maintain control of half of the
land to protect the settlements
but this time there has been a
significant change in their con-

cepl,” one souree said.
PLO negotiators walked out

of the talks in Taba last week
saying the withdrawal plan did
not go far enough.

|

Pak parliament bldg
completely gutted

ISLAMABAD, Nov 10: The
National Assembly chamber, an

elegant room where democracy -

returned to Pakistan flve years
ago, was reduced to a charged,
smouldering wasteland by
Wednesday morning, reports
AP,

“This is a national loss and
a great tragedy.” Yousaf Gilani,
the speaker of the assembly,

said of the raging fire "that
- roared through the deserted

parliament building Tuesday
night.

The circular assembly
chamber, opened just seven
years ago. was scorched down
to its concrete walls, leaving the
floor an ankle-deep mix of water
and rubble.

The Speaker's platform,
verses from the holy Quran in-
scribed on wooden walls, and a

-huge portrait of Pakistan's

founding father, Mohammed Ali
Jinnah, were all incinerated.
Bright orange embers fell from
the ceiling Wednesday morning

meant s0 much to us.”

as Investigalors searched for
clues to the blaze, which may
have been started by an electri-
cal short circuit. Arson was not
being ruled out as the cause,

The destruction is certain to
disrupt Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's new government,
which has yet to launch major
programmes since winning last
month's national election.

Pakistan's president is to he
chosen Saturday by members of
the national parliament and the
four provincial legislatures. Of-
ficials said balloting would go
ahead as planned, but In a dif-
ferent venue,

Many Pakistanis fee!l a
strong emotional attachment to
the parliament building, the
home of Pakistan's democracy
since the end of military rule in
1988,

"We are so sad. this place
said
Nadeem, a security guard at
parliament who would only give
his first name.
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