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BCS (edn) Assoc
postpones strike

The BCS General Education

Associalion has deferred its
earlier programme of strike
from November 16 Lill December
9 following fruitful discussion
with Education Minister Ja-
miruddin Sircar Monday. The
association in a press release
issued here yesterday evening
said the date of the two-day na-
tional council of the association
which was scheduled to begin
on November 11 has also
shifted to December 9, reports
BSS

CHITTAGONG., Nov 9: Police
unearthed a spurious perfumed
hair oil factory at the Bagghona
road in Lalkhan Bazar area of
the port city Monday night.
Acting on a tip, a squad of the
Detective Branch of the
Chittagong Metropolitan Police
raided the residence of Bahar
Mia and recovered huge quan-
tities of hair oil branded with
the name of some prominent
companies. Police also seized
some equipment of the factory.
None could be arrested, reports
UNB.

Indian ‘plastonet’
seized

RAJSHAHI, Nov 9: Members
of the 20 Rifle Battalion seized
three thousand metres of Indian
‘plastonet’ worth about Taka
three lakh near the Natore
College yesterday. A special
squad of BDR led by Adjutant
Captain Md Habibur Rahman
searched a Rajshahi-Pabna
bound bus and seized the mate-
rial, reporis BSS. '

The vice-premier of the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea Chang Chole arrives here
lomorrow on a six-day official
visit to Bangladesh, an official
announcement said here yes-
terday. Chang Chole, who is in
charge of the Ministry' of
Culture, Education, Public
Health and Sports, will lead a
five-member high-powered dele-
gation, reports BSS.

The visiting World Bank Vice
President D Joseph Wood ves
terday acclaimed the commend
able ‘rconomic success attained
by Bangladesh and assured
Dhaka of continued support
and assistance.

The WB high official dis
cussed his hopes and concerns
for Bangladesh's economic fu-
ture with Finance Minister M
Saifur Rahman over two sittings
at the ERD yesterday afternoon,
both WB and ERD sources said.

Wood assured he would
definitely try to translate the aid
pledges made at thé Paris
Consortium into firm commit
ments.

Wood. the sources said. had
indicated that the WB would
proceed promptly to present the
jule sector adjustment credit to
the executive directors; it would
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WB assures Dhaka of
continued support

By A Special Correspondent

also he able to present the gas
infrastructure development
projects to the board soon

The WB executive also indi-
cated the bank's readiness (o
release the second tranche of
the publie resource manage
ment credit shortly. He said the
WB would soon declare the sec-
ond industrial sector adjust
ment credit (ISAC 1) effective
and expedite the Jamuna
bBridge. the second road rehabil-
itation and maintenance. river
bank protection and coastal
embankment rehabilitation
profects funding.

Wood, however, lald stress
on measureés to raise the in-
vestment rate and expedite fi-
nancial sector reform strategies
and lurther liberalise the trade
regimes.

He said the pace of trade re-
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A historie picture of Noor Hossain taken
demonstration against the Ershad regime. Mon
dead for daring to say what was on everyone’s lips
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lorm and domestic economic
liberalisation had been uneven
had yet to generate a
sirong response tn the business
comimunity

In response. Finance Minis
ler Saifur Rahman listed va
rnous measures initiated by the
present government and said
the pace of implementation had
also increased significantly

But. Rahman regretted that
the lending of the International
Development Agency (IDAJ, the
soft loan affiliated of the WB,
had been declining since fiscal
| 989-90

Rahman asked the WB off
cial to expedite the IDA lending
operations and not to let down
the on going development pro-
grammes of the democratic
government,
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and

the Dainik Bangla crossing on November 10, 1987 during a massive
rents later the police, mobilised to quell the demonstration, shot Hossain
that day. The slogan on his bare back said. “Let Democracy Reign”.

ISLAMABAD, Ngv 9: A major
fire struck Pakistan's parlia-
ment building Tuesday. only
days ahead of the first regular
session of the newly-elecied
house and an upcoming presi-
dential election, reports AFP.

Army. navy and civil fire
brigade units were fighting the
blaze, which still raged more
than four hours after it erupted
on the third floor of the seven-
year-old concrete structure.
witnesses and officials said.

At least four firemen were
rushed to hospital by ambu-
lances.

The cause of the fire was not
immediately known, but several
officials present at the scene
said that an electric shot circuit
could have triggered the blaze.

Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto has ordered unofficial
inquiry into the incident, as
Interior Minister Babar Ali and
senior officials monitored the
fire fighting operations.

The building. adjacent to the
President's House and only a
few blocks away from the Prime
Minister's oflicials residence.
was empty today. a holiday to
observe the birthday of national

poet Mohammad Igbal.

An official said a minimum
security stafl was present when
Lhe fire started and that no one
had been trapped inside.

Dense clouds of smoke
floated in the air as the four-
storey building was cordoned off
by riet police and continued to
belch out smoke with spectators
thronging wvantage points

- nearby,

The first flames were seen on
the fourth floor after about
three hours, as workers using a

Russia, China
jointly develop
jet fighter

TOKYO, Nov 9: China and
Russia have jointly developed a
new jet fighter as their first step
towards military ties between
the two countries, reports
AP.

In a story dispatched from
Hong Kong the Yomiuri Shim-
bun said that the first flight of
the Chinese-built ‘Super-7'
hased on the Mig 26 design and

using Russiah engine technol-
ogy was scheduled for 1996.

Major fire at Pak NA bldg

ladder tried to salvage the na-
tional flag fluttering on top of
the building.

"We are mobilising all re-
Sources to control the fire.”
National Assembly Speaker
Yusuf Raza Gilani said, calling
the fire a "great tragedy."

Gilani said it was 'too early’
to say what caused the fire.

A security officer said same
35 vehicles belonging to the
National Assembly and Senate
had been taken out safely from

‘the basement of the building.

The Interior Minister told re-
porters that additional fire
fighting resources were avail-
able, if needed. army helicopters
can also be used to spray foam
to control the blaze, All said.

Members of parliament were
to meet Saturday, along with
similar sessions of provincial
deputies in four regional capi-
tals to elect the next President
in a tough contest between the
parties of Bhutto and opposition
leader Nawaz Sharif.

However, it was almost cer-
tain that the parliament session
could not be held in the burned
out building, no alternative
venue has been announced.
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Khaleda may seek
Nepal's help on

water 1ssue
By Staff Correspondent

Bangclacdesh will seek Nep:al's
co-operation in the water-shar
ing issue when Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia visits the
Himalayan kingdom on a three
dav trip. She will also discuss
Lrade and other bhilateral issues

The Prime Minister, along
with her entourage that in-
cludes the Foreign Minister. will
leave for Kathmandu on
November 22. She will return
on the evening of November 24

A Foreign Office spokesman

sai! the Prime Minister will be

visiting Nepal not only as head
of the government but also as
the current Chairperson of
SAARC.

“Nepal being an upper ripar-
lan country, can play a signifi-
cant role in the crucial water
sharing Issue,” a spokesman at
the PM's Office satd without
PIHI'HI[-IIIHE.

'hie Prime Minister, during
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Noor Hossain
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

Today is Noor Hossain Day,
The day is not officially named
after him, but the democratic-
minded people of the country
will always remember his name.
al least on every November 10,

Noor Hossain. a carefree
vouth in his 20s, sacrificed his
life during a massive pro-
democracy demonstration in the
city on November 10, 1987.

Disgusted with the auto-
cratic regime  of General
Ershad, ‘the whole nation was
desperately trying to establish
a democratic policy in the coun-
try. Students, workers, profes-
sionals as well as the political
parties had announced a re-
newed agitation against the
Ershad regime on this day six
years ago.

Noor Hossain appeared to
embody the national aspirations
on that particular day. He
joined the processions in his
bare torso with two Bangla slo-
gans painted on his chest and
back which, respectively, read :
‘Let Autocracy Go' and

'Democracy be Emancipated.’
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Opportunities have
come to prove our
talent, skill: PM

@The Baily Btar

1414 HIJRI

CHITTAGONG, Nov 9: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
said here today the members of
the armed forces have a signifi-
cant role to play along with the
people in the development of
the country, reports BSS,

“We have attained democ-
racy after great sacrifice and
forbearance. Opportunities have
now come to prove our talent
and skill.” Begum Zia said while
addressing a function marking
the presentation of national
standards to the 13th and 14th
battalions of the East Bengal
Regiment at the Shaheed M R
Chowdhury drill square of the
East Bengal Regiment Centre
(EBRC) at the Chittagong can-
tonment.

Recalling the tradition of na-
tional standards the Prime
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Minister said the Prophet (SM)
used to handover the flag of
Islam to the commanders before
a war and pray to Almighty
Allah for uphoiding its dignity

The Prime Minister congratu-
lated the two battalions —
nicknamed the Abichalita Tero
and the Ferocious Fourteen —
for attaining the pride of na-
tional standards and hoped that
they would maintain the confi-
dence reposed in them by the
nation. The national standards
were adorned with traditional
military decorations along with
Arabic inscriptions of Kalima -e-
Tatyeba.

The Prime Minister lauded
the role of the members of the
East Bengal Regiment in pro
tecting the sovereignty of the
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AL, JP demonstrate

in city today

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League [AL) and
the Jatiya Party (JP) will lead
separate agitations against the
government around the
Secretariat today to press home
their respective demands.

The AL demands include re-
peal of the Indemnity
Ordinance. 1975 and the Anti-
Terrorism Act. 1992, trial of
Jamaat chiel Golam, Azam in a
special tribunal as a 'war crimi-
nal’, an end to the alleged
‘misrule and corrupt practices’
of the BNP and protection of the
interests ol the peasants and
workers.

On the other hand, the JP
demands include release of
former President Ershad from
jail, Iresh national-level elec-

{ dons under a care-taker gov-

ernment and restoration of the
upazila system.

According to the official an-
nouncements of the two parties,
the AL will stage a 'peaceful’ sit-
in while the JP is supposed to
bring out a ‘peaceful’ procession
around the Secretariat,

The Awami League proces-
sion for the sit-in will proceed
towards the Secretariat from
the Noor Hossain Square on the
Gulistan side while the Jatiya
Party will advance from the

Motijheel end, sources in the
respective parties said.

But the government last
night apprehended a 'breach of
the peace’ In the city In view of
the AL and JP programmes.

The Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Traffic), in a press notifi-
cation yesterday, advised the
owners and drivers of buses,
trucks and minibuses to avoid
using the roads in and around
the Secretariat.

Meanwhile, the Central
Working Committee of the AL
yesterday discussed the party's
next course of action, to be an-
nounced today.

An office-bearer of the AL
central body told The Daily Star
that the working commitiee had

of more than one pro-
gramme including observation
of the ’'Joint Declaration
Implementation Day' on
November 19, gherao of the
government administrators
across the country in December
and instantaneous hartals.

However, the announcement
of any hartal will depend on the
situation. A hartal may be
called if there is any serious ca-
sualty caused by any police ex-
cesses during today's demon-
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To set up micro industries

Loans for voluntarily rtd

persons from Jan

By Sohel Manzur

The government is likely to
start a credit programme for
voluntarily retired persons in-
lerested in setting up micro in-
dustries from January next, ac-
cording to official sources.

Already four banks havc
been selected through which
the loans would be disbursed.
The banks are, the Bangladesh
Krishi Bank. the Rajshahi
Krishi Unnayan Bank, the

‘Eastern Bank Limited (EBL)

and the Bank for Small Indu-
stries and Commerce (BASIC),
the sources said.

The total amount of fund to
be disbursed among prospective
enirepreneurs accepting the
government's ‘golden hand-
shake' scheme is Tk 100 crore,
which will be provided on very
soft terms and conditions.

An official at the Ministry of
Finance, when contacted, said
the ministry has already fi-
nalised the scheme under
which the credit programme will
be launched. It is now awaiting

approval of the Finance
Minister, he said

He. however. refrained from
mentioning the interest rate on
the loans, but said it would be
much lower than the rates
normally charged by the banks.

The government may even
relax the system of collateral if
the project is found viable
enough and the management
sound, he added. In that case
the equity of the investor would
be considered a guarantee of
the loan, he said.

The Finance Ministry official
said the government would also
consider the skills of the per-
sons while approving their pro-
jects In particular sectors so
that the investors can utilise
their past experience and
expertise for developing their
OWT1 units.

Individuals or groups, as
Joint venture, would be eligible
for such loans against govern-
ment-approved projects in
specified sectors.

AMMAN, Nov 9: King Hu-
ssein won a free hand to pursue
peace with Israel when Jordan's
elections weakened his Muslim
fundamentalist and leftist opp-
onents in parliament. reports
AP.

Both the king and the fun-
damentalists sought to turn
Monday's parliamentary elec-
tion into a referendum on the
peace plan. Voters shunned the
fundamentalists.

Official returns Tuesday
showed the Muslim Brot-
herhood dropped from 22 to 16
seats while its allies retained
only three of their 12 seats.
Leftists opposed to the peace
talks also lost seats.

Although the fundamental-
ists will continue to form the

largest single bloc in the 80-

seat lower house, the bulk of
the seats went to tribal leaders
loyal to the king. The 40-mem-
ber upper house is appointed by
the king. _

Voters also sent a woman to
parliament. Women have occu-
pied Cabinet posts in the past,
but Toujan Faisal, a liberal
Muslim who opposes Islaric ex-
tremism, is the first to enter
parltament.

The election, deemed the
freest in the Arab world, was
seen as a reflection of Hussein's
commitment to political open-
ness. The king last year lifted a
1957 ban on political parties.
An outbreak of price riots forced

elections in 1989 but those
were on a non-party basis.

The king had appealed (o
voters to give him a parliament

Hussein wins free hand to
pursue peace with Israel

that would back his efforts to

make peace; with Israel.
Tuesday, Hussein said the re-
sults would make Jordan
stronger, but he declined to
characterize them as an en-
dorsement of his peace efforts,

Hussein dismissed specula-
tion that the outcome of the
elections would pave the way for
a Jordanian-lsraeli summit at
the highest level. He indicated.

however, that his peace efforts
were moving ahead behind the
sCenes.

Now not everything could be
put under the flood lights of the
cameras in this heated room all
the time. But there is an ongo-
Ing process and we hope it will
succeed, the king said at a
news conference,

Israel,' Jordan
sign ‘friendly
accord’ soon

BRUSSELS, Nov 9: PLO Cha-
irman Yasser Arafat said today
Jordan and Israel would sign a
“Friendly agreement” within the
next few days, reports Reuter,

Arafat on a visit to Brussels
told a news conference: "Jordan
Is going to sign within a few
days a friendly agreement with
Israel.”

He gave no further details.

Israel and Jordan have been
discussing a. peace agreement.
as part of wider efforts to bring
peace to the Middle East follow-
ing the historic deal between

the Palestine Liberation
Organisation and Israel.
AP from Cairo adds:

Palestinian and Israeli negotia-
tors agreed Tuesday to restart
their suspended peace talks

" next week, an official close to

Lhe negotiations said.

Resist autocratic forces,
Huda asks students

Information Minister Barris-
ter Nazmul Huda yesterday
called upon the students to
resist the evil (crees who want

to destroy the sy it of anti-au-
tocracy mass st ggle in which
many brave sons= of the soil in-
cluding Nur Hos-1in sacrificed
their lives for the ¢ stablishment

of the democratic process in the
country, reports B55

He made this cal 4 grand
rally of the Jatiyatabadi Chha-
tra Dal (JCD) at the Democracy
Square here.

Works Minister Barrister
Rafliqul Islam Mia. Mayor of
Dhaka Mirza Abbas and

DUCSU VP Amanullah Aman
MP dlso addressed the rally,
among others, while JCD presi-

+ dent Fazlul Hag Milon was in

the chair
Huda said after nine years
of mass struggle people elected

the BNP to power but the op-
positlon parties along with the
ousted autocracy were now ac-
live to disrupt the process of
democracy and development
with their vested interest.

Strongly criticising the de-
mand of some opposition par-
ties to hold the next election
under a caretaker government
like the one in the post-autoe-
racy interim period, he said
BNF could in no way be com
pared with the autocratic
regime

He said the autocratic
regime had no public base and
the judicial and electoral sys-
tems were totally damaged dur
ing that period

People had no confidence in
election under that regime and
the autocracy had to handover
power to an interim caretaker
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Yunus meets
Clinton
Star Report

in a display of his support
for the radical approach to
banking for the poor, American
President Bill Clinton Monday
met in Washington with the
founder and Managing Director
of the Grameen Bank. Muham-
mad Yunus

Yunus is currently on a visit
o the United States at the invi-
tation of US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher

The meeting took place In
the Owval Office at the invitation
of the White House on Monday
last. It was also attended by
George Stephanopoulos, senior
advisor to the US president.
White House official Jan
Plercy—who introduced Clinton
and Yunus to edch other seven
years ago—and Sam Harris. ex-
ecutive director of an advocacy
group known as Results.

The US president and Yunus

talked briefly as photographs
were being taken and at one
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Mirza Abbas may
replace Shawkat
as city BNP chief

By Asiuzzaman
Dhaka City Corporation Ma-
yor Mirza Abbas will shortly
take over the post of the presi-
dent of the Dhaka city unit of
the ruling Bangladesh Nati-

onalist Party (BNP). party
insiders hinted yesterday.
Abbas, currently the

post of a vice-president the

city unit, had lobbied

for the post during the August 9

conference in which Lt Gen

(Retd) Mir Shawkat was re-

elected chief of the city BNP,
Prime Minister Begum
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David Merrill
likely new
US envoy

By M Anwarul Haq

David Nathan Merrill, a top
development official, has been
proposed as the new US
Ambassador to Bangladesh, ac-
cording to sources close to the
US Embassy in Dhaka.

The official announcement of
David Merrill's appointment will
be made simultaneously in
Dhaka and Washington, after
the Foreign Relations
Committee of the US Senate
confirms the nomination.
Normally al US ambassadorial
appointments are made by the
State Department after receiv-
ing the tacit consent of the US
President.

The Bangladesh government,
sources said, has already ap-
proved the agreement accepting
David Merrill as the new US en-

Siev Mage 12 Col B

Changes in
Foreign Office

By Staff Correspondent

Some changes have been ef-
fected in the Foreign Ministry
from Monday last. °

Rafig Ahmed Khan, who was
promoted to the rank of a Direc-
tor General, has been appointed

‘the Director General for Europe

He was serving as a Director at
the East Europe desk,

Mohsin Ali Khan, who was
Director Economic Affairs, has
taken charge as the DG, Eco-
nomic Affairs.

Md Safiullah, previously
serving as Director West Asia,
has taken charge as Director
General for West Asia.

Anwarul Alam Shahid, who
was holding current charge as
the DG for the Far East has re-
lained the charge after promo-
tion as a Director General.

Jahangir Sadat until now
serving as Director for South
East Asia, has already taken
over as the Deputy High Com-
missioner in Calcutta.

Syed Noor Hossain, who
served as the Deputy High
Commissioner in Calcutta. has
assumed his responsibilities in
the America /Pacific Desk.

Police rescue held
colleagues from
city orphanage
By Staff Correspondent

Police lobbed several teargas
shells to rescue their captive
colleagues from the second floor
of the Sir Salimullah Muslim
Orphanage at Azimpur in the
city last night

On a tip off. a police team
comprising eight policemen of
the Lalbagh Police Station went
to room No-17 on the second
floor of the orphanage to search
for an illegal revolver at around
8 pm.
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