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Becker, Sampras shown way out

PARIS, Nov 6:
World number
one Pete Sampras
and three times
winner Boris Bec-
ker both crashed
out on a bad day for stars at the
Paris Open on Friday, reports

Top seed Sampras, secking
his first tournament victory in
the French capital, was blasted
off court by hardhitting Croat
Goran lvanisevic who lired 14
aces on his way to a 7-6, 7-5
victory.

Holder Becker, who also
won the lucrative tournament
in 1988 and 1989, bowed out
to the only sugviving
Frenchman, Arnaud Boctsch,
who dclighted the 10,000
home crowd by scoring a hard-
fought, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 viclory.

It the most emotional win
of my career, said unseeded
Boetsch. | will never forget the
last two points and the way the
crowd supported me.

Becker, who badly needed a
good result here to secure a
place in the season-ending
ATP finals featuring the
world’'s top eight players, has
said he is more concerned
about becoming a father in a
couple of months.

Sampras and Becker joined
on the casualties’ list world
number two Jim Courier, the
second seed who lost his
opening match to unseeded
Swede Magnus Gustafsson.

Stefan Edberg and Andrei
Medvedev advanced the semi-
finals,

Edberg beat Michael Stich
6-2, 5-7, 6-2 before the
Ukrainian Medvedev came
from behind te beat Mark
Woodforde of Australia, 4-6, 7-
b, 6-4.

Edberg had lost to Siich in
their four meetings this year
and had just three viclories in
nine ‘ matches against the
German before Friday, Lasi
week Stich defeated Edberg in
three scts in the quarterfinals
of the Stockholm tournament
on his way to the title.

| had a great chance last
week when [ should had won.
1 had him 3-1 in the third,
Edberg said. He came up with
his shots last week.

The No. 6 seeded Edberg
grabbed the lead early in the
match by playing nearly flaw-
less tennis, The Swede has just
one unforced error in each of
the first two sets and just five

‘throughout the match. Stich

had 22 but lost his service four
times.

| did play very, very good
today, the best 1 have played
for quite sometime, Edberg
said. It s much more exiting
when you feel good on the
court.

Edberg faces the winner of
the match between Goran
Ivanisevic and Petle Sampras
later Friday.

If 1 can serve well and re-
turn well, then they are going
to have a tough time, Edberg
said.

Sampras beat big—senring
Marc Rosscel in Thursday's
third round and faces another
big server in lvanisevic.

So far it doesn't seem to
malter to Sampras who has

- gotlen to the quarterfinals
without losing a set.

Ivanisevic thinks he can
stop the No. 1 player in the
world.

"I don't feel any pressure
playing Pete,” Ivanisevic said
aflter beating seventh-seeded
Michael Chang in Thursday's
third round. The Croatian de-
feated Chang 7-6 (7-5), 7-5,
serving 17 aces in a match that
ended after midnight.

Pete doesn’t like left-han-
ders and he doesn't like my
serve, Ivanisevic said. | - have a
good record against him,

Ivanisevic has won four of
five against Sampras. However
Sampras won their only meet-
ing on an indoor carpet sur-

face, in 1991 in the Paris
tolirnamcent.

Arnaud Boetsch of France salutes the crowd after beating
German Boris Becker in three sets (3-6, 6-3, 7-6) on Nov 5 1n

the quarter-final of the Paris Open.

—AFP photo

Kelesi on a fabulous flight

QUEBEC, Nov 6:
Helen Kelesi of
Canada, facing
match point in the
second set, rallied
Lo beat
seecled Natalia Zvereva of
Belarus 3-8, 7-6 (7-5), 6-0 in.a
quarterfinal match in the dirs
200,000 Bell Challenge wo-
men's tennis tournament Friday
night. reports AP.

On Thursday, Kelesi beat
fifth-seeded Pam Shriver to get
a quarterfinal spot opposite
Zvereva. Now she’ll face No. 3
Nathalie Tauziat of France in
the semifinals on Saturday.
Tauziat, ranked 18th in the
world, downed eighth-seeded
Linda Harvey-Wild 6-3. 6-3.

In the other quarterfinals,
Patricia Hy of Canada won nine
of the last 10 games en route to
a 6-3, 6-1 victory over Debbie
Graham and fourth-seeded
Katerina Maleeva of Bulgaria
eliminated Angelica Gavaldon of
Mexico 6-2. 6-2.

second- .

After breaking Kelesis serve
to open the second set, Zvereva
appeared on the way to a
straight-set sweep. But Kelesi
broke back in the 10th game of
the second set and took a 3-0
lead in the tiebreaker.

Kelesi dominated the third
set, allowing Zvereva only 11
points.

It marked the first time
Kelesi has beaten Zvereva since
the 1987 Federation Cup team
competition. Zvereva won the
junior world championship in
1986.

“I hadn't hit a good return
the whole match so [ decided to
just blast it,” said Kelesi. “If it
went in okay, if it didn't | lost.

*I thought the match was
over but she didn't finish it off,”
added the 24-year-old Cana-
dian. “1 was scrappy and knew

“that if 1 kept fighting she would

get frustrated.”

Zvereva managed to win just -

11 points in the third set but at
ml—tavmded an ugly scene with

the feisty Canadian.

“Before the match, 1 decided
I would not get into a con-
frontation with her. and [ suc-

ceeded,” she said.

Hy. who beat top-seeded
Helena Sukova of the Czech
Republic late Thursday, coun-
tered Graham's highly touted
two-fisted backhand with fore-
hand slites and moved the
lanky American from side to
side throughout the 66-minute
match.

Tauziat and Maleeva had lit-
tle difficulty in their respective
malches. Tauziat won in 73
minutes, Maleeva in 56.

Hy fought off the effects of a
knee injury iIncurred in the
third set of her victory over
Sukova.

“Once | got into the match, I
didn’t even think about it," said
Hy ranked 43th in the world. I
was just trying to be aggressive
from the backcourt and from
the net.

China knock ROK from the top
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KUALA LUMPUR,
Nov 6: China ou-
sted South Korea
from the top po-
sition in the
medal tally at the
end of the track events of the
16th biennial Asian Cycling
Championships at the
Velodrome in Ipoh on Saturday.
reports AP

However, South Korea's Park
Min-so collected the gold in the
40-kilometre men's points race
with 31 peints which compa-
triot Cho Hung-sung. the elimi-
nation race champion. grabbed
the silver with 29 points.

Twoe points behind was
China's Wang Zheng Quan, who
won the bronze.

China grabbed two golds on
the final day of the track con-
test through Chang Yubin in
he women's 20-kilometre point
race and Wang Qingzhi in the
Women's three-kilometre indi-
vidual purswuit

Gingzhi set an Asian record,
clocking a time of 3:48.068 sec-
onds, to erase the old mark of
3:51.674 held by BSeiko
Hashimoto in Barcelona last
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Compatriot Ma Huizhen took '

the silver with a time of
3:57.930 while Kazakhstan's
Alla Vassilenko timed 4:00_300
o settle for the bronze. the

yoints while Vassilenko again
[mk third place. losing out Inw

WO [Wrls
Chisiia, willr four gold. three

Miam: Heat's Rony Seikaley (R) manceuvres around

silver and two bronze. overionk

South Korea whose tally was'

three gold, two silver and two

bronze.
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Orlando Magic's Greg Kite (L) during second-period of play

Nov 5. The Magic won the game 116-96.

— AFP photo

[ quarter-final

Aussie coach
confident.

SANTIAGO, Nov 6: Austra-

lia's coach Edie Thomson
remains confident that his side
will edge out Argentina for a
place in the World Cup finals,
reports Reuter.

Before the first game against
Argentina we had never played
against quality oppesition .., we
are more confident now than we
were before the game in-Sydney.
Thomson said. .

Australia, fielding just five of
the players who took part in the

drawn first-leg of their playofl

against Argentina, lost 3-2 in a
friendly to Chilean league side
Colo Colo on Thursday.

Team spirit is high, said
Thomson. We only arrived (in
Chile) on Tuesday night and
had been travelling for 28 hours
— not the best preparation for a
game,

The second leg of the World

Cup playoff is in Buenos Aires
on November 17.

Dopers can't
change that

MELBOURNE, Nov 6: The
International Weightlifting Fe-
deration said Saturday that
positive drug tests from two
Australian weightlifters will not
iffect next week's World Cham-
pionships in Melbourne, reports
AP.

“The World Championships
will be the most successful ever
and these two lifters have done
nothing to change that." federa-
tion vice-president Sam Coffa
said.

Coffa, who is ‘'also the
Ausiralian Weightlifting Fe-
deration president, said that the
lifters. one from Victoria slate
and one from Tasmania, were
registered with his federation.
But he said neither were on the
national team.

The tests were conducted al
a national training camp in July
and the national championships
in September by the Australian

Sports Drug Agency (ASDA).

Colfa said the weightlifters
had tested positive for the
steroid Stanozolol and while one
of the lifters accepted the find-
ing, the other said he. would
contest it before an independent
tribunal.

Under IWF regulations, a na-
lional body that has turned up
three positive results within the
space of 12 months is penalized
with a one-year suspension
from competition and the guilty
athletes banned for life.

' But Coffa said Saturday that

this was only when the swabs
had been conducted by a drug
tester from the IWF, not a local
or national body such as the

Australian Sports Drug Agency.

Controversy has plagued the
sport in the buildup to the

world championships, with
three members of the Russian
and three members of the
Polish team recently testing
drug-positive and being banned
for life.

The Russian federation was
given the choice of a year-long
ban or a dirs 50,000 US fine
and opted for the money
penalty, allowing it to bring a
reduced team to Melbourne.

However the Polish teamn has
decided not to pay the fine and
will miss the championships
that are scheduled to begin
Thursday and finish on Nov 21,

Suprianto in Thai

Open semis

BANGKOK, Nov 6: Top-
seeded Indonesian Joko
Suprianto, defending cham-
pion and world champion, beat
his compatriot No. 5/8 seed
Marleve Mainaky 15-17, 18-
14. 15-2 to enter the men's
single semifinals in the 90,000
US dollar Thailand Open
Badminton Championships
here Friday. reports AFP.

All-England champion
1udonesia’'s Hariyanto Arbi,
seed No. 3/4, employed supe-
rior ability and accuracy to de-
leat 1990 Thal Open champion
Sompol Kukasemkit of
[hailand 15-6, 15-13.

Malay8ia's Ong Ewe Hock,
seed No. 5/8 scored the
biggest upset of the day, when
he eliminated second seed
Alan Budi Kusuma. two-time
Thai Open champion in 1989
and 1991 and gold medalist in
the Barcelona Olympics. 15-

1. 2-15, 15-10.

in the other men’'s singles
match,
indenesian Hermawan
Susanto. seed 3/4 . beat his
fellow countryman Lul Tiong
Ping 11-15, 15-2, 15-2.

The semifinals will see
Suprianto meet Arbi and Ong
Ewe Hock play Susanto.

In the women's quarter-fi-
nals, top seed Susi Susanti,
Thal Open champion in 1991
and 1992 and Barcelona
Olympics gold medalist, de-
feated Hu Ning of China, seed
No. 5/8 11-3, 11-1, while
South Korea's Kim Ji Hyun,
seed 5/8 eliminated Cindana of
Indonesia 11-3, 11-2.

Thalland's
Charoensiri, seed 3/4, bet
China's Han Jingna 12-9, 11-
12, while unseeded Ra Kyung
Min of South Korea upset sec-
ond seed Minarti Trimur of
indonesia 11-2, 11-2.

In the semifinals, Susanti
will play Kim Ji Hyun, and
Somharuethal faces Ra Ryung
Min

Sport =

Guran lv..-ml:ai:wc ni Crrmtm hits a har.:klmnd Lu Mu.hllel (' hdng of the US during their Pars

Open match on Nov 4. Ivanisevic won 7-6 (7/5), 7-5 to advance to the quarter-finals.

— AFP phntn
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MecNeil bounces back to win

OAKLAND, Calif,
Nov 6: Sixth-see-
ded Lori McNeil
hounced back fr-
om an opening-set
loss to oust Mary

Jue Fernandez, the No 2 seed,
in the quarterfinals of the Bank
of the West Classic on Friday
night, reports AP.

McNeil's 4-6, 7-5, 6-3 victory
put her into Saturday's semifi-
nal, where she will face child-
hood friend Zina Garrison
Jackson, seeded third. Top seed
Martina Navratilova meets
fourth-seeded Lindsay Daven-
port in the other semifinal.

McNeil, ranked 27th in the
world, came to the net often
and with good success to beat
sixth-ranked Fernandez,
breaking her twice in the sec-
end set to force the tie breaker.

"1 volleyed well today but
mastly 1 just hung in there,”
McNeil said. “In the second set |
started serving well and run-
ning down some balls."

Fernandez started out
strong, breaking McNeil in the
first set to go up 5-4 and even-
tually take the set. Ferfiandez
took a 2-0 lead in the second
set. but McNeil used strong play
at the net to break back and
even it at 4-4.

Leading 6-5. McNeil broke
her opponent again to even the
match and jumped out to 3-0
lead against a fatigued
Fernandez in the final set. The
match lasted twoe hours and
nine minutes.

"There were just a couple of
points in there that made the
difference,” said Fernandez,
playing in only her second
match since W{mbftdun. "She
started serving bigger on the big

points.”
McNeil holds a 6-2 match
record against Garrison

Jackson and won her only sin-
gles title this year by beating
her in three sets at the DFS
Classic on grass. The two came

up tﬂge't'her in the same tennis
programme in Houston.

"I know her really well, but
once we step on the court, it's
all business,"
"Sorgetimes after a match, we
go out to dinner.”

In an earlier quarter final
match. Davenport came back
after trailing in the first set to
win seven straight games and

It's a different )

ball game

ODESSA, Ukraine, Nov 6:
Ukrainian Foreign Minister
Anatoly Zlenko may be undér
strong diplomatic pressure from
his Moscow counterpart Andrei
Kozyrev over Nuclear weapons.
but he made short work of the
Russfan on the tennis court to-
day, reports Reuter.

Zlenko defeated Kozyrev 6-1,
6-2 in a fast-moving 90-minute
match at a seaside court before
the two men started the second
day of talks on disarmament
and the Black Sea Fleet.

Spectators said both men
played well, but the tall Zlenko's
powerful drives and volleys
proved too much for Kozyrev's
more subtle lobs and passing
shots.

"Slow down a bit. You're not
up against Boris Nikolayevich
now," Zlenko called out to
Kozyrev in the warm-up, refer-
ring to Russian President Boris
Yeltsin's ability in the sport,

"We'll have a rouble apiece"

from all of you,” Kozyrev

shouted to journalists and se- ,

curity men watching the match.

"Better still, a rouble per
game, and a dollar per set.”

The two men shook hands
after the contest and headed off
to the swimming pool at the
military sanatorium where the
talks were taking place.

“Zlenko's style is like
Ukraine's foreign policy — sim-
ple and direct,” grinned one
Ukrainian diplomat.

McNeil said.:
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beat Caroline Kuhlman 7-5, 6-
o

Kuhlman broke Davenport to
open the match and led 5-4
with a chance to serve out the
first set. But Kuhlman, the only
unseeded player left in the dirs
375,000 tournament, double-
faulted twice to allow her oppo-
nent to tie it,

Davenport won the next two
games-to close out the sel.

"At 5-4, 1 really didn't go af-
ter it,” Kuhlman said. " [ got a
little tight. Once she got ahead,
you could see her confidence.”

Davenport jumped out to a
3-0 lead in the second set and
was in control the rest to the
way, taking advantage of a pow-
erful serve and passing shots.

"1 atartnd out making a lot of
CITOrs.
17 is in her first year on the
tour and already ranks 21st. "I
just needed to get consistent.
Once 1 got even, | knew | was
fine. 1 thought I served well and
that was important for my win."

Davenport isn't intimidated
by the prospect of facing

Navratilova, winner of 18 Grand

Slam titles, for the first time.
She's excited to play against
Navratilova, who is quitting the
tour after next year.

"I think I have a good chance
if 1 stay in there and play,"
Davenport said. " So far in the
tournamient she hasn't played
well. I'd be disappointed with a
loss.

"This is my first semifinal in
a major tournament, so I've just
got to play it like any other
match.”

Garrison Jackson used
strong play at the net to defeat
Ann Grossman, the No. 7 Seed,
6-4, 6-3.

Garrison Jackson came to
the net 34 times and had 10
winners, she won the match de-
spile double-faulting twice In
the final game, including once
al match point.

" said Davenpert. who at |

\
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Petmwc weary

of losing

ATHENS, Nov 6: Following a
series of dismal performances
by Olympiakos of Piracus soccer
team, coach Liubomir Petrovic
has resigned, the club an-
nounced Saturday, reports AP,

He was temporarily replaced
by Costas Polychroniou, a
former Olympiakos player and
current coach of Greece's un-
der-21 national team.

The brief announcement did
not explain why Olympiakos ac-
cepled the coach's resignation.
But it came two days after the
team's elimination from the
UEFA competition, and a
humiliating 1-1 draw at home
against Paniondos of Athens for
the Greek league.

On Thursday, Olympiakos
beat Spain's CD Tenerife 4-3 in
a second-leg, second-round
game in Piraeus for the UEFA
Cup. But the Spanish team ad- .
vanced to the next round on

away goals.
The a te score was 5-5,

but the Spaniards scored three
goals in Piraeus and Oly-
mpiakos only one in the first
leg-game in Tenerife.

Last week's draw against
Panionios was the fourth of the
season for Olympiakos, with
three of themn at home. As a re-
sult. after 10 rounds Oly-
mpiakos dropped to 3rd place
wilh 19 points as against 23 of
league-leaders AEK of Athens.

Suleymanoglu
has a mission

ISTANBUL, Nov 6: Naim
Suleymanoglu, weightlifting's
"Pocket Hercules," wants to be-
come the first lifter to win gold
medals at three successive
Olympics, reports Reuter.

Suleymanoglu, who will be
competing in the World
Championships in Melbourne
later this month, said on Friday
his big aim was to become
Olympic champion in 1996.

"If it wasn't for that | would
have left the sport long ago.” he
said.

"No weightlifter has won
Olympic golds three times in a
row.”

Suleymanoglu, dubbed
"Pocket Hercules" because of
his strength and diminutive
stature — he is orly 1.52 me-
tres tall — will be com for
Turkey in Melbourne in the 64
kg division after scatteying
records as a featherweight (60
kg) since he first hit the
national scene as 16-year-

Dale Eggeling;
surge ahead

YOKAWA, Japan, Nev 6:
Dale ‘shot the
days best score, six-under-par
66, and moved to share a one-
shot lead with American compa-
triots Hollis Stacy and Tina
Barrett en the final round
of the dirs 650,000 Japan
Queens Cup, the US LPGA's 1i-
nal tournament of the lll.-lnn
reports AP,

Starting three shots off the
lead, Eggeling collected four
birdies on the front nine and
three birdies and one bogey on

! the back nine.

Barrett who was two shots
off the pace after the first
round, shot a bogey-free 67
while Stacy sank a 13-foot
birdie putt on the 17th hole en
route Lo a 68.

Flamengo 1n final

SAO PAULO, Nov 6: Fla-
mengo (Brazil) beat Nacional de
Montevideo (Uruguay) 2-1
(haiftime 2-0) in a South
American Super Cup semifinal,
first-leg soccegr match on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

Scorers:

Flamengo — Ca
(10th minute), Renato (

Nacjonal — O'Neill (88th)
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