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Knotty Problem of City's

Hawker Eviction

Eviction of city's street
hawkers has lately become a
controversial issue. Some have
expressed the view that when
the government and the na-
tion's industrial and service or-
ganisations have little or no

' means o provide many of our
qualified and skilled manpower
with a job, government could
have avoided the opening of the
Pandora's Box by embarking on
large-scale eviction of city's
street hawkers, who represent a
snowballing multitude of semi
skilled and unqualified man-
power. The hawkers are always
finding a way to fend for them-
selves all by themselves

it is, therefore, felt wrong to
identify themm as a menace
number one and fix it accord-
ingly in the national priorities.
Menace to civic life is not
by them feeding their depen
dents by their labour without
any institutional financing.

It is further held that in a
society where avenues of in-
come. apaft from employment,
are pathetically limited, any
step that might be an addi-
tional strain on the economi-
cally handicapped section of the
population must not be taken
without serious thought given
to its economic and political
CONSeqUETICES.

There are some plain reali-
ties. The eviction has aflected
mainly two classes of people:

By A S M-Nurunnah

Those below the upper middle
class down o those in the low-
est rung i the économic ladder
They would be denied the op-
portunity of getting ordinary
consumer goods at much lower
prices than they have to pay
when shopping in the formal
public markets.

Since following the eviction
the hawkers have been feeling
that they have been left our of
any means of earning, there are
already a number of law and
order incidents in the city

One common reason for
hawkers to be evicted from their
unauthorised ptaces is the
problem they create for pedes-
trian and vehicular traffic. In
fact, the traffic problem has
been compounded not by the
hawkers alone. For example,
the burgeoning growth of rick-
shaw jamming the streets is a
common sight.

The important thing is to
recognise the hawker's rights as
they have been recognised and
institutionalised in most other
countries including those in
this region. In many a city in
this region, there are reportedly
special arrangements for float-
ing markets as part of a co-or-
dinated policy for providing
marketing facilities. For exam-
ple. Pakistan introduced Friday
or Jumma Bazars in the mid
eighties in every Mahalla of the
big cities — Karaehi. Lahore,

Islamabad. Bangkok 18 also
know for its floating boat mar
kets with things on offer at the
most copetitive price.

A compromise solution can
be found out to the problem be-
tween the extremes of uncom
promising policy of eviction ol
hawkers and untrammelled
freedom of city hawk®s to piy
their trade. We can learn from
the experience from other
countries in this region, as indi-
cated above. Hawkers that clut
ter the pavements is a nuisance
to many but to a greater num-
ber this can be fun and a true
convenience. The point is to see
that the hawkers do not choke
pedestrian traffic or be a source
of obstruction to foot-path
USers.

Some observers are of the |

view that this can be achieted
without Kkilling their trade, if
sleps are taken to initiate a
process of phasing them out,
while a positive scheme is taken
up to provide them with alter-
natbre means or substitutes in a
neatly organised way. Such
substitute markets both for
hawkers and their classified
consumers may be provided in
the city's populous localities as
part of the overall traffic, urban
communication and congestion
problem under a policy of co

ordination. Let there be an end
to the adoption of adhocism in
tackling this knotty problem.

Just a propaganda, says Kiev

Ukraine's N-arms may cause a
disaster any time: Russia

MOSCOW, Nov 5: Ukraine's
aging nuclear weapons could
cause a disaster worse than the
Chernobyl explosion unless
their withdrawal to Russia be-
gins by next year, Russia's for-
eign minister said Friday, re-
ports AP

Literally over the last few
hours, we received very disturb-
ing signals from our Ukrainian
colleagues regarding the techni-
cal condition of a number of
imissiles, Andrei Kozyrev said
before leaving for the Black Sea
\iﬁr‘t of Odessa, where he met

th his Ukrainian counterpart.
atoly Zlenko.
Ukraine responded angrily.
tial aide Anton Budeiko
cused Kozyrev of propaganda
nd scaring the world for the
ke of getting the missiles,
"All warheads are under the
ntrol of the same specialists
ho controlled them in the
Soviet Unfon. No ques- -
ions arose at that time."
udeiko told The Associated

Press.

Ukraine's 176 long-range
missiles rmake up the worlds
third-largest nuclear arsenal.

The former Soviet republic
has pledged to become nuclear-
free but has been reluctant to
part with its arsenal. Ukrainian
leaders have sought unspecified
security guarantees and finan-
cial compensation from the
West and Russia.

Ukrainian Defense Ministry
spokesinan Alexander Kluban
sald the warheads are in the
technical state in which they
should be, in keeping with stor-
age technology. This state does
not cause any concern.

But Kozyrev said the with-
drawal of thé weapons to Russia
for dismantling must start by
Jan 1 unless Ukraine wants a
stronger than Chernoebyl nu-
clear disaster caused by purely
technical reasons.

Nuclear weapons
on Ukrainian territe
safely kept only for another 24

ioned

months. After that, nebody
would guarantee their salety, he
said.

In remarks reported by the
ITAR-Tass and Interfax news
agencies, Kozyrev said his talks
with Zlenko would mostly be
devoted to Ukraine's nuclear
disarmament.

20 injured as
football fans
clash in Savar

SAVAR, Nov 5: At least 20
people were injured, two of
them seriously, when some fans
of the Kaliakoir Ekata Sangha
and . the Dharenda Mission
Tarun Sangha clashed at the
venue of the match here today,
eve ‘witnésses said, reports
UNB. : VoW

The clash ensued when a

. was beaten by a volun-
téer, during the match, played

can be &at the Rajashan High School

football ground this afternoon.

Discard politics of

gains: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia underlined the
need for keeping the younger
generation within the fold of the
party through the politics of
ideology. principle and devel-

opment programmes., reports
BSS. .
Begum Zia said "our politics

aims at the welfare of the people
but not for realising self inter-
lest. So, politics of gains must be
shunned.

“The Prime Minister was ad-
dressing the newly elected of-
fice-bearers of Rajendra College
and other colleges of Faridpur
[district and leaders and work
ers of different political partics
of Bhanga thana of the district
who joined BNP yesterday at

her Sugandha office.
She said the politics of slo-

Fake travel tax
receipts seized
at Ctg airport

From Staff Correspondent
CHITTAGONG. Nov 5: Chi
llagong airport customs secized
fake foreign travel tax receipts
from some outgoing passengers.
Customs officials alleged
that an organised gang belong-
Ing to a section of travel agen-
cies was involved in the racket.
Most of the fake travel tax
receipts were found with the

passengers going to Middle East
countries.

Those passengers frequently
face problem at the airport
during routine check up of their
travel documents though they
paid the travel tax to the re-
spective travel agencies, officials
informed.

Around 50 such fake travel
tax receipts were seized by the
customs officials in the past one

moth.

gans and emotion must be
avoided and the politics based
on constructive outlook must be
practised to attain the desired
target of development.

The Prime Minister warned
that any indiscipline within the
party would not be tolerated.
Stern actfon would be i.ken
against those who try to create
any indiscipline in the party.

Begum Zia called upon the
patty leaders and workers to go
to people and make them aware
of the development programmes
of the'government. She said the
opposition was out to mislead
the people through propa-
ganda. They must be resisted
by making the people con-
scious about the ongoing devel-
opment pregrammes of the gov- °
ernment.

The function was addressed
by Health and Family Welfare -
Minister Chowdhury Kamal
Ibne Yusuf, State Minister for
Education Prof Yunus Khan
was also present.

Raozan teachers'
strike today

CHITTAGONG,. Nov 5 The
Bangladesh Teachers' Associa-
tion, Raozan thana unit called
for a strike in all the edu-
cational institutions tomorrow
to protest the attack on a
teacher. reports UNB.

One stabbed
1In City
A small trader was wounded
seriously in a bid to save him-

self from the clutch of armed
men while kidnapping him from

.the Nawabpur Road yesterday.

reports UNB.

- The victim was identified as
Selim, owner of a cigarette shop
at the Nawabpur Road.
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Cooperatives

From Page 1 Col 8

movemenl was recognised as
one ol the strategies for poverty
alleviation in the developing na-

Lons.

President Biswas further
said the government had taken
up effective steps for infusing
dynamism into the cooperative
movement which would be inte-

| grated with the agricultural and

socio-economic development
programines for women at the
village level.

In another

message last

| night, Prime Minister Begum

Khaleda Zia said for a resource

| constrained country like Bang-

ladesh, -the ‘cooperative move-
mert is a beacon in meeting the

" basic needs of a poor and low-

income population.

She said cooperatives have a
vital role in eradicating poverty,
developing human resources
and creating scope for employ-
ment.

She wished all success of the
Cooperative Day.

153 BCL leaders

demand release

of Auranga
By Staff Correspondent

One hundred and [ifty-three
leaders of the Bangladesh
Chhatra League (M-I) yesterday,
in a joint statgment, demanded
release of all political prisoners
including parliamentarian
Hemayetullah Auranga.

The Awami League-backed
student’'s organisation alleged
that the government, in an au-
tocratic manner, was harassing
its activists all over the country.

BCL leaders attending the 3
day extended meeting of their
executive body in the capital,
said in the statement yesterday
that the Prime Minister herself
had revived the case againsi
Auranga for personal and politi
cal reasons. They termed the

+ case 'motivated and fabricated.’'

Meanwhile, hearing of the
murder case against Auranga
resumes today in the court of
the Additional District and
Sesslons Judge.

Auranga is charged with the
murder of an Army intelligence

! corporal.

Egvpuan Fresident Hosmi Mubarak () meets Libyan Presidemt Moammun Gaddal « L) in the

Egyptian Libyan berder town of Sidi Barrani, 700 kms from Cairo, Thursday. The two leader~
are discussing a solution for the Lockerbie crisis' and UN sanctions against Libya. Story on

BNP has introduced |

neo-autocracy : AL

Awarmni League gr.-nc'l":'!.l secre
tary Zillur Rahman has said
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia's government should resign
voluntarily for its "miserable
failure” to revive the economy
and institutionalise fdemocracy
in the country.

Talking to UNB, Zillur
Rahman brought a series of
charges against the BNP, in-
cluding corruption, politicisa-
tion and political persecution
He warned, "If the present sit-
uation continues, it will only
spell disaster for the whole na-
tion." '

He said the Awami League,
as a responsible opposition
party. has 'extended all cooper-
ation to this government' to
implement the objectives of the
anti-autocracy movement by es-
tablishing democracy as an in-
stitution.

But in nearly three years of
its rule. the ruling BNP had re
neged on ils election proniises,

ignored the joint-declaration of
the Three Alliances and intro-
duced a 'neo-autocracy’' to pro-
long its rule, the Awami League
leader alleged.

"We no longer want to coop-
erate with this undemocratic
government ... We want to
build up tough résistance
against it,” he said.

[f the government does not
quit voluntarily, Zillur threat-
ened that the Awami League
would go for all out agitation
with the support of the people
to force the government to step
down.

"We think it is the time for a
decisive agitation. But whatever

we o, It will be within the con

stitutional framework." he said
in reply to a question, the AL
general secretary said. an

elected government cannot be
called democratic wnless it
shows respect to democratic
values and parliamentary
norms and practices.

“The BNFP governmeni is a
glaring example that an elected
government may not always be
a democratic government,” he
said, adding that the main
essence of democracy is the rule
ol law.

"“But this government has
lailed to ensure the rule of law,
separate the judiciary from the
executive and scrap black laws,
Including the Indemnity
Ordinance,” he pbserved.

Zillur also alleged that the
ruling party resorted to political
victimisation of the opposition
by abusing the Anti-Terrorism
Act. He said so far. 302 cases
were disposed of under this Act
and all were against the mem-
hers of the Awami League and
its front organisations.

On the Awami League's
views about future elections
under a caretaker government.
he said his party has not yet
ralsed the demand officially.
"Bul it is our firm conviction
that elections cannot be free’
and impartial under this gov-
ernment.” he added.

He said there were a lot of ir-
regularities and violations of
election rules at different tiers
of voting under this government
— from the college union elec-
tions to some parliamentary by-
elections.

The Bangladesh Communist Party {UPH}'hruught out :

B = s

commemorating the October Revolution. :

Killings at CMCH cafeteria

'Dhakaia Akbar' held

By Staff Correspondent -

Another person allegedly in-
volved in the October 17 killings
at the Chittagong Medical
College was arrested in the city
yesterday.

Akbar, better known as
Dhakaia Akbar, was arrested by
the Detective Branch (DB) in a
special drive at Ghora Shahid
Lane under Lalbagh thana.

Police alleged that Akbar was
a hired killer involved in the in-
discriminate firing at the
Chittagong Medical College
cafeteria s that lelt one Dr
Mizanur Rahman and two oth-
ers killed and several others

injured.

 Akbar, presently under in--

terrogation of the DB, was also
wanted for murder and other
criminal charges.

Earlier, police in Chittagong
arrested nine other suspects of
the CMCH killings.

In another. drive, police ar-
rested one other wanted terror-
ist — Nazim — from the city's
Sayedabad area.

Meanwhile, Mirpur police,
acting on the confessional
statement of a suspect, recov-
ered two bodies from Rupganj
on the outskirts of the city. The

suspect, Nurul Alim, 32, was

arrested from a truck loaded

with soyabean oil, at Mirpur on ,
October 31 last.

In police remand, the ar-
rested reportedly confessed that
he had strangled the driver and
the helper of the truck to death.

The bodies of the murdered
victims were handed over to

~ their kins after autopsy.

Chinese plane
hijacker
surrenders

TAIPEI, Nov 5: A Chinese
man armed with a knife and
fake explosive hijacked a
Chinese airliner ecarrying 140
people to Taiwan today and
surrendered to Taiwanese au-
thorities, police said, reports
Reuter.

The Xiamen airlines Boeing
737 was on a domestic flight
[rom Guangzhou to the south
China city of Xiamen when it
was hijacked. It landed at
Taipei's international airport
escorted by Taiwanese jet fight-
ers, an airport police spokes-
man said.

i

- League MPs.

.— AFP photo

Solidarity Day
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

The National Revolution and
Solidarity Day will be ohserved
tomorrow

The day Is a public holiday
The offices of the national
dailies will remain closed on the
day.

The ruling BNP and other
political parties have drawn up
elaborate programmes.

The BNFP will hold a public
meeting at the Democracy
Square in the capital at 3 pm.
Prime Minister and BNP
Chairperson Begum Khaleda
Zia, her cabinet colleagues and
other central leaders will ad-
dress the meeting.

National and party flags will
be hoisted at the central and
branch offices across the
country at 6 am. Munajat, and
laying of wreaths at the mazar
of late President Ziaur Rahman
and offering of special prayers
are also planned

Jubo League

worker shot dead
From Our Staff

Correspondent

KHULNA, Nov 5: One Jubo
League worker was shot dead
while several others were In-
jured in gunfire and coektail
explosions in and around the
local Awami League office at
about eight tonight.

Farhad Hussain Tutul, 22,
who received injuries, died on
way to the hospital. Several in-
jured persons.have been admit-
ted to city hospitals and clinics.

The incident is behlieved to
have taken place as a result of
infighting between the Jubo
League and the Chhatra League
reportedly involving two Awami

....

\ procession in the city vesterday

— Star photo

Madonna is too
hot even for

steamy Rio

RIO DE JANEIRO, Nov 5 : It
setis Madonna is too hot even
for steamy Rio, reports AP.

Two courts ordered restric-
tions on the material girl's
risque “Girlie Show," which
comes to the city of carnival on
Saturday: no Brazilian flag, and
no fans under 14.

Rio’s Juvenile Court late
Thursday raised the minimum
age for those attending the
show from 10 to 14. Organizers
promised to refynd the tickets
ol inderage fans.

Head scarves
From Page 1 Col 5

The insistence on wearing
the 'scarves prompted a 24-
hour strike by the school's
teachers Oct 12 in protest of
what they see as an attempt to
proselytise other Muslim stu-
dents.

Such disputes have become
an autumn ritual between
teachers upholding France's
hard-won . separation of
church and state, and the de-
sire by devout Muslims to ob-
serve their religion.

\
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The Midnight File

Omar Sharif leaves hospital

LONDON, Nov 5: Actor Omar Sharifl left a London hospital en

Friday. | 1 days after undergoing heart surgery. The 61 -year-oid
star of "Dr Zhivago™ and "Lawrence of Arabia” had a single by-
pass operation. carried out by Sir Magd Yacoub at Harefield
Hospital, west London on October 25 “He will spend a couple of
weeks in Londen so he is near the hospital in case he needs us

hefore returning

to his home

in France,” a hespital

spokeswoman sald anonymously, reports AP

Italian film director Gori dead

ROME. Nov 5. Mario Cecchi Gori. a leading italian film pro-
ducer whose credits included the Oscar winning “Mediterranec.”
died Friday. His press spokesman said he appeared 1o have suf-

fered a heart attack. Cecchi Gori
iromn the [talian cinema to die this week

73. was the second figure
Film director Federico

Fellini died Sunday. Cecchi Gori suddenly fell ill in his office
and was rushed to Rome’s Polyclinic Hospital after the apparent
heart attack. said his press qgokesman, Enrico Lucherini. re-

ports AP

PM: DU teachers

From Page | Col 7
the activisis of students bodies
like the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL) told The Daily
Star that the militant [lias
Group of the Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal (JCD) was trying to
fet into the campus taking ad-

vantage of the situation.
llias Ali. the former general
secretary of the JCD who played
a key role durimg the anti-au-
tocracy movement, is now in jail

Mizan threatens
agitation to
unseat govt

CHANDPUR. Nov 5: Acting
chairman of the Jatiya Party
(JP) Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury today said his party. with
the support of the people, will
wage an agitation to unseat the
government if it continues re-
pression on JP men, reports
UNB.

“The government tried to foil
our every meeling by imposing
Section 144 or by lobbing tear
gas shells.” he told a public
meeting at the Bohoria Nugal
Islam Junioer High Schoel
ground here this afternoon

The JP acting chairman said
the BNF is a government ol
failed promises’. Before going to
power, it promised a jute price
of Tk 500 per maund but now
the growers do not even gei
their production cost, he added

Barrister Maudud said the
BNP government has destroyed
the economy of the country.
"Not a single industry was set
up during the tenure of Begum
Khaleda Zia. Rather. hundreds
of industries were either closed
down or denationalised.™ he

said Ishaq

From Page | Col 7
both given an equal chance of
being the party’'s final choice.

Sharif said the PML and its
ally which has 75 seats in par-
liament and controls the North
West Frontier Province as well
as Baluchistan would win be-
cause it had the “largest vote
hank.”

The PPP and a splinter PML-
Junejo together run the gov-
ernment in Punjab, the polit)-
cally most important provinte,
while the other key province of
Sindh is controlled by PPP
alone.

Ishaq Khan's nomination
had been backed by PML-
Junejo although a powerful
group within Bhutto's own
party had opposed him because
of his 1990 dismissal of her
government wherl he was
President.

Ishaq Khan subsequently al-
lied with Bhutto after his rela-
tions with Sharif became
strained when the former
Premier tried to clip his powers
to dissolve parliament.

He tried and failed to become
the joint candidate of the
People's Democratic Front, whi-
ch groups both the PPP and
PML-Junejo, but has now

| thrown his weight behind

Leghari.

Ishaq Khan's major role ‘in
paving the way' for Pakistan's
October general elections was
praised by Leghari. He said the
former President had made a
‘great sacrifice’ when he re-

" signed with Sharifl in July. to

call fresh elections in an army-

brokered settlement of a politi- »

cal crisis which had paralysed
Pakistan politics.

The crisis was caused by a
prolonged power tussle between
Sharil and Ishaq Khan.

JS session
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the Indemnity Repeal Bill and
the proposals to table a bill to
ban communal parties. The is-
sue of campus violence follow-
ing the spate of recent incidents
in the Rajshahi, Jahangirnagar,
Chittagong, Dhaka and Islamic
Universities is also expected to
dominate the sitting of the
House.

The session is also due to
take up some fresh bills for
consideration including one on
framing of new insolvency laws

and amendments to the
Companies Act of 1913.
The last session of the

Sangsad that sat for only 16
days witnessed some stormy
debates between the ruling
party and the Awami League-led
Opposition. It also adopted
seven bills, a record number,

* considering the short duration

of the session.

awailing trial. He was arrested
last year foHowing the
September 92 murders of two
JCD workers on the Dhaka
University campus. The two
students Ashraful Alam
Mamun and Mohammad
Hossain — were killed during
serious infighting amdng twe
factions of the JCD. one led by
llias and another- by Ratan.
Alter the incident [lias fell out of
favour with the central BNP
leadership and has been
charged with the two murders.
Last Monday. one Jinnatul
Islam Jinnah. a student of the
DU and a central leader of the
JCD. was killed at the
Registrar's Building by some
gunmen. reportedly belonging
to a faction of the JCD. Three

University employees were also
seriously injured during the at-
tack

The police till.yesterday had

lailed to make any progress re-

garding this case.

During the last two and a
half years of Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's rule, 16 persons
were killed on the DU campus
of whom five were victims of
JCD infighting.

Most of the killings, accord-
ing ta knowledgeable sources,
originated from fights over the
sharing of extortion money and
participation in tender bids for
consiruction works or supply of

university equipment and prowvi-
sions.

Turn country
into Islamic
state: Ni1zami

KHULNA Nov 5: Jamaat-e-
Island Secretary General Mau-
bina Matiur Rahman Nizami
today urged the gowvernment to
turn the country into an Islamic
welfare state, reports UNB.

Addressing a public meeting
at Shibbart Square in the after-
noon, Nizami said there is no
place for communalism in Islam
and called upon the people to
assemble under the banner of
Jamaat (o ensure the freedom
of mankine.

Yangon
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United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) but will op-
erate independently.

* The first group of UNHCR
staff is expected to arrive here
this month and will be in place
at five reception camps in
western Myanmar along the
border with Bangladesh, by
early January at the latest.

The memorandum of under-
standing signed today identified
three phases of the repatriation
plan — movement, resettlement
and integration — and outlined
the various inputs, such as in-
frastructure, food supplies,
housing, and community pro-
jects, necessary for the pro-
gramme.

The repatriation
is expected to cost 25 to 30 mil-
lion US dollars and should be
finished by 1995. Of the total
amount some eight to 10 mil-
lion dollars is expected to be
spent in Bangladesh, the
sources said. |

Friday's agreement was
signed by UNHCR regional di-
rector Werner Blatter and the
director general of M ar's
Department of Immigration and
Manpower, Maung Augn. Bla-
tter met Thursday with Home
Minister Lt Gen Mya Thinn and
Social Welfare Minister Brig
Gen Thaung Myint.

"We will now have interna-
tional staff working in Rakhine
State to hopefully encourage the
repatriation,” said UNHCR
spokeswoman Sylvana Foa at
the group's headquarters in
Geneva, Switzerland.

The agreement also calls for
the UN's World Food Progra-
mme to provide relief items and
two months' supply of food to
the returnees.

In addition, the UN Develop-
ment Programme, together with
Myanmar authorities and with
the help of UNICEF and the
World Health Organisation, is to
implement community develop-
menl projects in Rakhine in the
fields of agriculture, health, wa-
ter and sanitation, and educa-
tion 'which will also benefit the
surrounding population,’ the
UNHCR statement said.

"This was the third time that
Bangladesh has had an influx
of refugees from Myanmar and
they would like to improve the
social and economic situation in
Rakhine State so that it doesn't
happen again. said spokes-
woman Foa.



