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PARIS, Nov 5
Top-seeded Pete
Sampras and
three-time cham-
pion Boris Becker
advanced to the
quarterlinals of the dirs 2.1
million Paris Open tennis tour-
~nament Thursday with straight
- et victories in the third round,
reports AP.

Sampras outduelled big-
serving Marc Rosset of
Switzerland, 7-5. 6-3. Becker
kept his Paris Open streak alive
as he defeated Karel Novacek of
the Czech Republic 7-6 (11-9)
6-2.

In a sense, Becker has never
lost here. He won in 1986, 1989
and 1992, did not compete in
1987 and 1988, and forfeited in
1990 and 1991 because of in-
jury and illness. He is third
seeded this year.

Although Rosset served
about 200 kilometers an hour

(125 mph) and had 18 aces,
Sampras would rely on good re-
turns to put the pressure on
Rosset approaching the net. It
paid off in the 12th game of the
first set when Sampras [inally
took Rosset's service and Lhe
set. |

In the fourth game of the
second set, after five deuces,
Sampras finally eonverted an-
other break point to go up 3-1
and hold the lead the rest of the
way.

Rosset had only one break
point on Sampras's service Lhe

entire match and did not take
advantage of il..Sampras made
two of nine,

Sampras meets the winner of
the Goran Ivanisevic-Michael
Chang match later Thursday.

Fourth-seeded Michael Stich
beat No. 13 Todd Martin, 7-6
(7-3), 6-1. in the first match
Thursday afternoon. In Friday's
gquarterfinals. Stich meets
Stefan Edberg who won the
night before. Stich beat Edberg
in the quarterfinals at the
Stockholm tourfiament last
week.

Also eight-seeded Andrei
Medvedev of Ukraine outlasted
Henri Leconte, 7-5, 6-7, (3-7].
6-3. Medvedev is against Mark
Woodforde of Australia in the
quarterfinals. Woodforde beat
Swede Magnus Gustafsson, 6-3.
4-6, 6-3 in another third mund
maltch.

Becker. wasted five set
points in the first set — includ-
ing three at 0-40 in the 12th
game — before finally winning
in the tiebreaker against
Novacek.

Becker thought the set was
over when Novacek served one
of the points that looked out.

“There was one major HUS-
take at 15-40 and his second
serve was way oul at set point.
Becker said. "Everybody in the
stands saw it. Kartl saw it. Just
the man on the chair and the
machine didn't see it."

“We were playing 55 min-
utes until then and a fault like

Rough ride for favourites

thal can change a whole match
around. I was really angry
about it."

Becker got a bit of Juck in
the tiebreaker. similar to his
three set victory over Russian
Andrei Olhoyskiy the round
before. With Novacek having a
set point at 6-5, Becker's shot
hit the top of the next and fell
over wealkly to even the score.

After that, the two traded
points until 10-9 when Becker
[inished things with a clean ace,
his seventh of the set.

‘After some early service
breaks, Becker rolled through
the second set in 31 minutes,
ending the match with an ace.

In Wednesday's lone third-
round match, sixth-seeded
Edberg overcame 13 double
[aults to defeat No. 12 seeded
Czech Petr Korda. 4-6, 6-4, 7-5.

Leconte lost the first set and
won the second, as he had in
his iwo previous matches giv-
ing the French crowd hope.
Leconte even jumped to a 2-0
lead in the third set.

Then Medvedev took control
of the match, taking advantage
of three double faults by
Leconte in the fourth game to
even it at ~2-2. In all Leconte
had 10 double faults.

"The match turned when I
made two double faults at 40-
15 in that game.".

Leconte said, "If I had gone
up 3-1 it would have been diffi-
cult for Andrei to come back.”

Kelesi,

QUEBEC CITY,
Canada, Nov 5:
(Canadians scored
a couple of upsets
at the 150.000
dollars Bell Cha-
llenge on Thursday as Patricia
Hy defeated top seed Helena
Sukova and Helen Kelesi beat
Pam Shriver in a classic of bad
temper, reports Reuter.

Kelesi, unseeded, called her
stormy 3-6, 7-6 (7-3), 6-3 third
round victory "the most emo-
tional match | ever played”
while the fifth seeded Shriver

declared she had never experi- -

enced anything like t.

Hy. ranked 48th. beat
Sukova 6-4, 5-7,.7-5 in their
second-round match by making
pinpoint passing shots as the
12th-ranked Czech rushed the
nel aggressively.

It was Hy's second win over
Sukova in three career matches.

She also beat Sukova in the
fourth gound of the 1892 US
Open in their first meeUng.

'l was very disappointed
with the way | played.’ said
Sukova.

The lid came off an already
decidedly testy Kelesi-Shriver
match in the 11th game of the
second set, one game after
Shriver had failed to convert
three match points.

As Shriver walked back to
the baseline after protesting to
umpire David Littlefield aboul
Kelesi's continual stalling and

loud grunting, the American
heard words being spoken to
Kelesi from a courtside box
where the Canadian's coach,
Eric Hayes of Florida, was
seated.

"You shut up,” the 35th
ranked Shriver shouted as she
pointed toward him.

Kelesi, ranked 70th, thought
Shriver was addressing her and
intnediately went to the chair
and said to Littlefield: "She told
me to shut up. you've got to give
her a warning or something.”

As she fell behind in the sec-
ond-set tiebreak., Shriver
seemed to lose her laste for a
ficht and when she walked off
to take a break at the end of the
set she mouthed the words "I'm
quitting, I've had it" to tourna-
ment referee Brenda Perry of
New Zealand.

She did return for a third
set that soon turned into a
farce.

At yarjous points Kelesi took
several minuies to replace a
contact lens, got a warning for
smashing a ball into the court
backdrop and began to rally
over the net with a ballboy
while Shriver received courtside
treatment for a foot injury.

The post-match handshake
took place at the net after the

players briefly exchanged
words

'We ended up both apologis-
ing at the same time,” said
Shriver

ADELAIDE Nov 5
Mika Hakkinen is
cnjoying success
where Michael
Andretti endured
irustration.
i iminish driver has
starred since replacing Andretti
on the MclLaren Ford Formula
One (cam, finishing third in the
Japanese Grand Prix at Suzuka

| “I:'

lasi month, reports AP

Hakkinen spent the first 13
races of the ‘season as a tesi
driver for MclLaren. which
partec company with Andretl;
after the ltalian Grand Prix ai
Monza

The American driver earne«
only seven world championship
points and had a string ol
crashes and mechanical (ail
ures before deciding to return to
the IndyCar circuit

"I don’t know what the prob
lem was with Michael
Hakkinen said. "It was very
difficult for him. He just needed
more Uime to learn and under
sland Formula One

" 1 thought he was a Lalenied
driver and he was a nice guy

Frustrated at not being able
to race in the first |3 grands
prix of the season Hakkinen
made an immediate impact and
was third-fastest qualifier {or
the Portuguese Grand Prix at
Estoril before crashing He was
quicker in qualifying than his
teammate Ayrton Senna. the
three-tirme world champion

The 25-year-old Monte Carlo
resident did even better at
Suzuka,K qualifying third and
finishing third afier an exciting
drive.

Hakkinen said Thursday
that he is aiming for another
top three finish in Sunday's
Australian Grand Prix

The former Lotus driver. one
of the hottest prospects in
Formula One. said he was thor

oughly enjoying being back be-
hind the wheei

“it was really really difficuit
not racing.”™ he said I had
been racing since | was six
years old and then suddenly |
was not racing. -~ Hakikinen said

“Td always Lried to stay pos

itive, feeling | would get my
chance. but it was hard (o keep

myself motivated
Now my future is looking
very good .’

There has been speculation
Hakkinen will be the No | driver
for McLaren next season alter
Senna departs to join Williams
Renault.

Haklkirnen, however, is taking
nothing for granted

There are a lot of good
voung drivers coming through,”

he said I have to drive very
well just to keep my place
Hakkinen said he had driven
witiously  in Japan. but
plained Lo he mare aggressive

i Braad
video dur.ng his I'ulr{*\lri]] barbeque on the eve of the
guahfying rounds for the Australian Grand Prix in Adelaide
Nov 4. The three-time world champion complained about the
competitiveness of his MclLaren-Ford and said he hoped to
be driving with Williams-Renault team before January
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‘manner,
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Hy delight fans

'If a match like that can
possibly end in any kind of good
| suppose both ol us
saying sorry and shaking
hands, although probably not
too sincerely. is as good as we
could have done.”

Kelesi twice burst into tears
during all the bickering and
complaining.

"She was insulting me when
she was screaming at me,"” said
the 24-vear-old Canadian. It
hurt and it hurt that it was
coming from someone who is
supposed to be our president of
the WTA (Women's Tennis
Association).

“‘I'm hardly as pure as the

driven snow when it comes (o
ermotions on the court,” admit-
ted Shriver. "'But as far as con-

stantly messing with tempo and
just making on overall unattrac-
tive atmosphere, ['ve never been
through anything like this is 16
years.’

Shriver noted that the
Canadian fans had been eheer
ing for her over their country-
WOTTIAT.

'l suppose the final jucdge,”
said Shriver, was the crowd
[rom her home country who
frankly would just as soon have
seen her lose.”

In another third-round
match, fourth-seeded Katerina
Maleeva ot Bulgaria beat
Ammerican Lisa Raymond 3-6. 6-
2. 6-2 to advance {o the quar-
ter- I'm.'-ill-i

Navratilova
rallies

OAKLAND, California, Nov 5:
Top-seeded Martina Navratilova
rallied for a 3-6, 6-3, 6-2 victory
over eight-seeded Ive Majoli of
Croatia on Thursday to reach
tHe semifinals of the 375,000

dollars Bank of the West
Classic, reports Reuter.

Majoli, 16, charged through
the first set, hitting 12 winners
and brealging Navratilova at love
1wice. But Navratilova steadied
her serve and mixed up her
game to pull Majoli off the
baseline in the second and third
sets. .

“"She was playing out of her
mind in the first set.” said
Navratilova, a four-time winner
at the Oakland tour stop.

"It's hard te keep that up.”

Navratilova took command of
the match with a break at 2-2
in the second set, but admitted
that the match was a lot closer
that the score indicated.

‘Majoli, ranked 40th, said she
learned that "the match is not
over when the first set is over.”

The hard-hitting baseliner
was the last non-American
eliminated from the draw.

In second-round action, sec-
ond-seeded Mary Joe Fern-
andez, playing her first match
since August's Canadian Open,
beat Meredith McGrath 6-1,
6-3.

Seventh-seeded Ann Gros-
sman eliminated Rika Hiraki 6-
4. 6-3 and Carloine Kuhlman
beat Kimberly Po 6-2, 7-5.

Cindana makes
Mizui bite dust

BANGKOK, Nov 5: Unseeded
Cindana of Indonesia scored a
big upset over Japan's Hisuko
Mizui, seeded No. 3/4, 11-12,
12-11, 12-8 in a thrilling
women's singles third round
match in the 90,000 US dollar
Thailand ©Open badminton
championship here Thursday,
reports AFP.

In the fourth and quarter-fi-
nal round Cindana will face No.
5/8 seed Kim Ji Hyun of South

. KRorea, who in the third round

defeated Indonesian Mia Audina
15-1, 10-12, 11-4.

Top seed and defending
champion Susi Susanti, Bar-
celona Olympic gold medalist,
made a facile win 11-1, 11-2
over Chinese Liu Yuxing, to
meet No. 5/8 seed Hu Ning of

| China, who defeated Chan Ya

Lin of Taiwan, 11-3, 12-10 in
. the third round.
Another upset occurred

B

e —

Hakklnen hav1ng nice time

over 81 laps of the 3.78 kilome
Ler (2349 miles) Adelaide street
circuitl

[ will give maximumn in
practice, qualifying and the
race.” Hakkinen said. "I plan to
go absolutely as [ast as it is
possible to go and see what re
sult it will bring.”

Hakkinen said he enjoys
racing on street circuits, and
Adelaide in particular.

"1 like this track a lot
fun to drive,” he said

(){ficial practice for the race

Iit's

when unseeded Han Jingua ol
China defeated No. 5/8 seed
Zarinah Abdullah of Singapore
12-11..11-15. 11~4. while Na.
3/4 seed Somharuethai Charo-
ensiri of Thailand beat Japan's
Chikalo Nakayama 11-5, 11-5,
Ra Kyung Min of South Korea
upset No. 5/8 seed Liu
Xiaoming of China 11-0, 11-6,
while second seed Minarti
Timur of Indonesia beat Gu Jun
of China 11-2, 11-2.

in the men’'s singles third
round, defending Thailand
Open and world champion Joko
Suprianto defeated China's
Wang Zhergwen 15-8, 15-3 to
advance into the quarter-final
lo meet No. 5/8 seed Marleve
Mainaky of Indonesia 15-7, 15-
7. who eliminated Kasemsak

:Lhaturarhinda of Thailand

15-7, 15-T.

Thailand's Sompol Kukas-
emkit, 1990 Thai Open champ,
seeded 5/8 thrashed China's
Zheng Shoutai 15-7, 15-1, while
while No. 3/4 seed Harivanto
Arbi. 1993 all-England cham-
pion, of Indonesia, beat Fin
land's Pontus Janti 15-5, 15-4.

Magee leads

KAPALUA, Hawaii, Nov 5
Andrew Magee, recording a
| birdie and eagle on consecutive

starts Friday and continues l holes, shot a 6-under-par 67 to

G IJ-| I

irl-trwend. Adriam w lth a

— AFP photo

iake the first-round lead at the

| dirs 1 million Kapalua Inter

5.

national, reports AF

Two strokes back Thursday
were Scott Hock, Peter Jacob-
sen and Noland Henke on a
day marked by sunny skies and
stiff trade winds at the Kapalua
Resort on the island ol Maui

The 52 -man field is split for

| the first two rounds with half at
| the par-71 Say Course and the

other half at the par-73 Plan
tation Course. The final 36
holes are plaved at the Plan
Lation

Magee. who birlied two of
the last three holes played the
miore difficult Plantation Cour
se, as did Henke. Jacobsen and
Hoch played the Say. where

they equaled Magee's 67 butl

were two [ewer strokes under
jpal

ITm very happy with my
round.” Magee said. "1If you start
off well, its a golf tournament. If
you start poorly, its a vacation
| guess Im in a golf tourna
ment

Magee birdied the sixth hole
and followed with his eagle at
the 484 -yard par-4 seventh the
highlight of the day. He used an
3-iron from 170 yards to hole
the shot

Magee finished his round
with birdie putts of 35 and 20

feet (10 and 6 metres) at Nos
16 and 18 He could have ex
tenided his advantage except lor

missing a 2-lfoot (60-centimetre)
birdie attempt at No.9

Magee is finishing his eighth
season on the tour. His best
finish this vear was second at
the Phoenix Open, and his
earnings ol dirs 260 986 put
himm 62nd on the money list.
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Heuvyweight champion Riddick Bowe (L) and challenger Evander Holyfield (R) pose for the
lensmen, Bowe and Holyfield fight for the title today in Las Vegas. Bowe defeated Holyfield on

Nov 13, 1992.

[LAS VEGAS, Nov
5: The way Eddie
Futch sees it,
Evander Holyfield
has three things
working against
his bid to recapture the
heavyweight title Saturday
night from Riddick Bowe,
reports AP.

Make that four, if you buy
Futch's argument that Bowe is
a much better fighter than he
was when he took the undis-
puted title from Holyfleld nearly
a year ago.

“Generally speaking, fighters
who win championships are 25
per cent better than before they
won the title,” said Futch,

L~

Bowe's 82-year-old trainer,

"Once they win the title, any-
thing they've been taught before
they feel they can do. They have
the confidence of a champion.”
If Bowe's two brief appear-
ances since beating Holyfield
are any indication, Futch ‘ap-
pears to be right on the mark.
Bowe knocked out Michael
Dokes in the first round of his
first title defence, then stopped
Jesse Ferguson in the second
round of his only other title
fight. Though the caliber of the
opposition was admittedly sus-
pect, Bowe wasted little time

putting them away.

"I'm still in the learning pro-
cess,” Bowe said. "I learned a
lot in the gym after winning the
title. That's why those guys
went out so quickly.”

Bowe, undefeated in 34
fights, is a 4-1 favourite to beat
Holyfield and retain the IBF and
WBA titles. Bowe relinquished

the WBC title he won f{rom

Holyfield rather than fight a
mandatory bout against Lennox
Lewis.

The odds for the scheduled
12-round fight at Caesars
Palace reflect the belief of most
boxing observers that Holylield
can do little more than he did in
the first fight to beat a cham-
pion who is younger, bigger and
hits harder.

“Evander can't be a better
fighter than last time because
he's got three things working
against him that he didn't in
the first fight,” Futch said.
“Holyfield's been off seven
months he changed trainers
and he took a terrific beating
the first time."

Futch, who has trained sjix
heavyweight champions in a
boxing career that has spanned
B0 vears, said Holvfield also
[aces a mental obstacle stem-
ming from his first defeat.

— AFP photo

The way Eddie Futch sees it

“Mentally he knows what he
went through the first time and
when he gets hit in this fight it
will all go through his mind,” he
said. "l saw it with (Jersey Joe)
Walcott and (Rocky) Marciano.
In their second fight, Walcott
saw the same thing happening
as in the first fight and was
knocked out in the first round.”

While Holyfield promises to
come in the ring about 216
pounds (98 kilograms) — 10
pounds (4.5 kilograms) heavier
than the first fight Nov 13 — he
will ' be facing an even bigger
man in Bowe.

The champion, who weighed
235 pounds (106 kilograms]
when winning the title, figures
1o be in the high 240s, among
the heaviest of the heavyweight
champions of modern time.

“He's in shape,” Futch said.
"He's 6-foot-5 (2 metres). If he
was bulging, I'd be concerned. |
want him to be strong and able
to do the things he knows how
to do.”

Not only is Bowe big, he can
move, The champion possesses
rare combinations of size and
movement, power and speed.

“He's one of the most com-
plete bg men around in some
time," Heolylield grudgingly ad-
mits.
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ATLANTA, Nov 5:

Having secured

historically rich
! contracts for US
:' and European te-
' levision rights, an
uneertailn economie landscape
awiits Atlanta Olympic orga-
nizers as they venture overseas
[or the remaining TV deals,
reports AP.

In the next few months,
Olympic officials will begin seri-
ous negotiations for TV rights in
Japan, Canada, -Australia and
several other countries. The
talks are critical to the financial
success of the 1996 Olympics,
for television rights account for
about one-third of the Games’
expected revenues.

Even with a dirs 456 million
deal with NBC for US rights and
a dlrs 250 million agreement in
hand for Europe, negotiators
need to come back with more
fat contracts to make the dirs

554.1 million budgeted for TV
revenues by the Atlanta
Committee for the Olympic
Games

ACOG gets 60 per cent of the
TV rights fees, which. are sold
by the International Olympic
Committee, so its share of the
completed deals is about dlrs
424 million.

Olympic leaders say they're
confident but they are keeping
expectations in check.

“Our objective is to break
even,” ACOG President Billy
Payne said. “We dwell on not

. spending more than we take in,

as opposed to the other side of
the issue, which is how are we
going to spend a surplus.”

The greatest stakes are in
Japan, whose big state-owned
NHK network paid about dlrs
62 million for rights to the 1992
Summer Olympics in Barce-
lona. Olympic negotiators would
like to improve on that figure,

For ACOG, it’s still far off

hut Japan is in the midst of a
prolonged economic slump.

“The Japanese marketplace
is tough right now. There is,
however, great interest in the
Atlanta Games as a conse-
quence of their award of the
1998 Winter Games in Nagano.
Payne said.

Payne also is counting en
such enthusiasm in Australia.
which paid about dirs 33.7 mil-
lion for rights to the Barcelona
Olympics. In September,
Sydney won the 2000 Summer
Games.

But Dick Pound, the I0C's
chief TV negotiator, said he's
not sure the excitement in those
countries over winning Olympic
bids will outweigh economic
realities.

“Japan is still picking the
lint out of its recessionary
navels,” Pound said. "TheyTe
still in a state of shock.”
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Cristie sees
himself as coach
in future

PARIS, Nov 5: British athlet-
ics hero Linford Christie reck-
ons he could end up coaching
in continental Europe alter he
retires, reports AFP.

Christie. in Paris to launch
his cover version of the Spencer
Davis hit record "Keep on
Running”, said on Thursday he
was ready to help British
athletics — bul it depended on
whether the federation wanted
him,

“It's up to the sport.” he said.
"If they see ine in that rule I'd
love it. Otherwise I'd go some-
where else in Europe. Coaching
just doesn't pay in England.

“Tell the French’federation
when I'm [inished.”

The 33-year-old Olympic and
world champion is still planning
to race next year at the
European and Commonwealth
Championships. His form at
those events will help him de-
cide when to hang up his
spikes.

"If I believe | can still win, I'd
go to the Olympics. But | won't
go just to make up the num-
bers,” he said.

Apart from spells spent
coaching youngsters, Christie
sees the futureé with a public re-
lations firm he has started with
Welsh hurdler Colin Jackson,
the 110m world champion —
and wgrld record holder who

~was voted athlete-of-the-year

earlier this week.

He is clearly not expecting to
become a pop star.

"I'm not trying to start a ca-
reer as a singer. It's just for fun.
I'm a perfectionist and 1 know
that I'm not better that Michael
Jackson,” he quipped.

But he denied he was lollow-
ing in Carl Lewis' footsteps by
releasing a record.

"I'm not following the
Americans, | let the Americans
follow me. I'm just showing that
I can do things other than run-
ning."

He also sought to play dnwn
Lhe rivalry between the two men
which had sparked during the
World Championships in Stu-
ttgart in August.

"We still don't go to the cin-
ema together. ' he said. "But to
me he's just another athlete

|

Ngugi's plans

NAIROBI, Nov 5: Kenyas
former Olympic 5000 metres
champion John Ngugi, banned
from competition for refusing a
random dope test, says he
hopes to run competitively for
athother five years, reports
Reuter

"I wifl go for everything from
5.000 metres to marathon and
cross country. Ngugi said in
newspaper interview published
on Thursday.

The International Amateur
Athletic Federation's (LAAF) ar-
bitration panel will review an
appeal against the four-year
ban from the five times world
cross country champion in
Monte Carlo this month.

Ngugi. 30, a soldier, says he
refused to give a urine sample
because there was to military
official present as required un-
der Kenyan military sports
rules.

Onizuka retains
WBA crown

TOKYO, Nov 5: Japanese
champion Katsuya Onizuka
scored a unanimous decision
Friday over Thai challenger
Thanomsak Sithbaobay and re-
tained his World Boxing Asso-
ciation junior bantamweight
title in their second encounter,
reporis AP.

There were no knockdowns
in the 12-round match at the

! Tokyo Colosseum.
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