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Mannan AL acting
president

Awami
member Abdul Mannan will be
the acting president of the party
during Sheikh Hasinas ab-
sence. Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina left Dhaka yes-
terday on a 15-day visit 1o
China, reports UNB.,

Biman resumes int‘l
flights from Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Nov 5: Biman
yesterday resumed its flight op-
eration on two of its interna-
tional routes from here after a
month's suspension from
October 2, official sources said
today. Biman authorities canc-
elled its services in October on
the Chittagdng-Bangkok and
Chi-ttagong-Calcutta routes,
because one of its pwo F-28 air-
craft was sent for overhauling.

Police raid
JN college
By Staff Correspondent

Police raided Jagannath
University College at early
hours yesterday and recovered
a huge arms and ammunition.
Police said, they hauled two
sawed off guns, 42 rounds of
ammunition and crackers dur
ing the raid. None was how-
ever. arrested.

Saifur back home

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday returned
home from Gambia after attend-
ing the 13th annual meeting of
the Board of governors of the
Islamic Development Bank. The
two-day meeting ended at the
Gambian capital Banjul on
November 3. reports UNB.

Rafiqul Islam

returns

Works Minister Barrister
Rafiqul Islam Mia returned
home Jast night after attending
the ministerial conference on
urbanisation in Asia and the
Pacific held in Bangkok on
November 2. The Works
Minister also visited the hous-
ing projects in Singapore and
discussed bilateral issues with
his counterpart there. He led a

3-member h delega-
gg at the ce, reports
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WB offers conditional support
for gas sector development

By A Special Correspondent

The World Bank has in-
formed the Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources that il
would be prepared to provide
money for only a part of the
government's investment plan
in the gas sector. This money
will be available fromm next vear
if the gas price is raised and
other prior conditions are ful-
filled.

The government has been
discussing a major programine
of investment in the gas sector
with the World Bank since the
late Eighties. The investments
that were considered at various
times during this discussion in-
clude the Ashugan|-Bakhrabad
pipeline, exploration and devel-
opment of wells in Rashidpur
and Kailashtila, surface facili-
ties at Rashidpur and upgrad
ing of the North South conde-
sate line to a natural gas liquid
Lransporting time.

These discussions ware
derailed at different points in
time. Delay in construction of a
key in natural gas liquid (NGL)
fractionating plant in Ashuginj

- Canadian company

was a key reason. The delay oc-
curred firstly because the World
Bank refuse to award the con

tract to the bidder chosen by
the government on procedural
grounds. Protesting this, the
government withdrew its re-
quest to the Bank to [inance
construction of the plant. The
contract was awarded by the
government to a Cahadian
company. The bid that the
World Bank had recommended
the government accept was
higher. In subseguent develop-
ments the contract between the
and the

gnvernmfnt went sour

Arrangements for construction
of the plant are still to be firmed
up.

While the government siru.
geled unsuccessfully to get Lhe
NGL fractionating plant cons-
tructions started, the World
Bank's lending policy for the
energy sector underwent a
change. Under the new policy
energy sector development was
Lo be left mostly to the private
seclor. With this change in

strategy the dialogue between
the governmen! amnd the Bank
became focused on drawing up
of a credible programme for
promotion of private sector
participation in the gas sector.
Along with this came the ques-
tions of setting up of a new gas
transmission company. restruc
turing of the exploration arm of
Petrobangla and gas price in
crease, coupled with a cut in
the government take out of rev
enue [rom gas sales

Last September all of these
issues were thrashed out be
tween the government and a
visiting World Bank mission
The goverfiment was hoping
that in view ol its decision to
open up the gas sector lo pri
vale investment, set up a gas
transmission company and to
restructure BAPEX the Bank
will finally agree 1o go ahead
with the Gas Infrastructure
Development Project.

The current outlook, as out-
lined in a letter last week from
the World Bank to the Energy
Ministry. is thar al best only

part of this hope will be re
alised

The World Bank will fund
comstruction of a gas pipeline

between Ashuganj and
Bakhrabad three wells at
Rashidpur, related surface

facilities and setting up of the
SCADA systemn. This founding
will be made available if gas
price is raised by 10 per cent
with concurrent reduction of
government take fromn 62 per
cent to 55 per cent of unit retatl
gas price and the newly set up
gas lransmission company is
made functional In addition,
the newly created Environ-
mental and Safety Divislon of
Petrobangla will have to be
lormally launched and a study
ol privatisation options in the
gas sector shall have fo be
launched

As for the remaining part of
the original Gas Infrastructure
Development Project. the World
Bank has said that these may
be discussed only after con-
struction arrangements for the
Ashuganj NGL fractionating
plant are ﬁr;ued up
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Yangon allows UN |

' session from

inspection of
refugees’ return

YANGON. Nov 5 Myanmar
on Friday signed an agreement
to provide UN officials with
complete access to refugees re-
turning from Bangladesh, the
office of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Refu-
gees announced, report AP
AFP 3

The memorandum of under-
standing, signed by a senior
UNHCR official during a visit
here. is expected to accelerate
the return of more than
200.000 Muslim refugees from
Myanmar who have been inside
Bangladesh since early 1992.

Sources here described the
agreement as a ‘milestone’ in
the ongoing voluntary repatria-
tion programme.

The understanding signed
today was the result of an
agreement reached in July
during a visit here by UNHCR
chief Sadako Ogata.

The accord stales that
"UNHCR will be given access to
all returnées; that the returnees
will be issued with the appro-
priate identification papers and
that the returnees will enjoy the

same freedom of movement as
all other nationals.”™ a UNHCR
slatermnent said.

More than a quarter of a
milion Myanmar Muslims fled
to Bangladesh two years ago
from Rakhine province — also
called Arakan — alleging perse-
cution by government soldiers
who forced them into un
labour, grabbed their farmland
and raped womer.

The lack of documentation
among many of the Muslims,
who have long faced discrimina-
tion, served as a pretext for of-
ficial haradsment.

Myanmar officials say that
so far 44 664 Muslim refugees
have returned from UNHCR
camps in Bangladesh Progress
in repatriating the refugees has
been slow In part because of
Myanmar's previous refusal to
allow UN supervision of their re-
turn.

The memorandum of under-
standing also provides for the
establishment of a UNHCR liai-
son office in Ya which will
come under the umbrella of the
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Deans, provosts, Syndicate members and leaders of

T T

............

the Teachers' Association ﬁf

b
Gl o R

the Dhaka

University led by its Viece-

Chancellor Professor Emajuddin Ahmed, called on Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at her Sugandha office yesterday.
Education Minister Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar and Energy and Mineral Resources Minister Dr Khandaker Mosharraf
Hossain are seen on the right and left of the Prime Minister.

— PID photo

PM assures teachers
of curbing violence

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia last night assured
the university teachers of taking
elfective measures for uprooting
campus violence.

Owver 30 Dhaka University
teachers and officials headed by
Vice Chancellor Prof Emajuddin
Ahmed met the Prime Minister
at her Sugandha office at 9 pm
and expressed their sense of in-
security following the death of
Jinnatul islam Jinnah in b |

did hehd o e ddapus? last

Monday.

Pro VC of the DU Wakil
Ahmed, university deans, pro-
vosts, syndicate members and
representatives of the Dhaka,
University Teachers' Associatiof?
(DUTA) were also present at the
20-minute long meeting with

the PM.

Sources said, the DUTA

handed over a memorandum to
the Primne Minister which said,
the terrorists were supplied
with arms from outside.
. The DUTA memorandum
urged the PM to take initiatives
Lo stop theflow of arms supply
to the universities and ensuring
security.

Begum Zia told the univer-

sagenmips e S
it had thie Anu-
Terrorist Aet to check teirorism
and all terrorists belonging to
any political party would be
punished according to laws.
Meanwhile, the situation on
the Dhaka University campus
was calm yesterday although

Sec Page 12 Col 7

9m to be infected by AIDS in

South East Asia by 2000

More than 90 per cent of the
world's AIDS patients will be
living in Asia, Africa and Latin
America by the year 2000, a re-
cent World Health Organisation
(WHO) report indicated.

"We also anticipate that the
number ‘of cases of HIV infec-
tion will proportionally increase
mostly in Asia, with up to nine
million infections in the South
East Asia region by that period.”
the WHO Associate Director on
Global Programmes on AIDS
said.

The report was discussed in
the just-concluded three-day
conference of health ministers
of the WHO South East Asia
Region which comprises 11

eouniries. The conference ended

in the cily Wednesday.
;, AsofJuly 1, 1993 the WHO

estimates thal the worldwide
cumulative total of over 13 mil-
lion adults and bne million
children have been infected
with the human immunodefi-
ciency virus (HIV) since the be-
ginning of the pandemic in the
1980s.

Despite the alarming figure
of HIV infections, some 700,000

By Asiuzzaman

adult AIDS cases have heen re
ported from 184 countries,
WHO official Dr Peter Piot said
in his report, adding that the
actual number of AIDS cases
may exceed 2.5 million.

“There are now very few
countries left that have not re-
ported AIDS cases.” the report
said.

Bhutan has, of late, detected
HIV infection which was re-
ported during the health minis-
lers’ conference.

The situation will take a se- .
rious turn by the year 2000
when the HIV infected popula-
tion will get fuli-bloom AIDS. In
the past one year, half a million
people with HIV infection had
developed AIDS, Dr Piot said.

In South and South East
Asia, the WHO estimates some
30.000 cumulative cases in
adults and children but only
2002 have been reported so far.
. While the maximum number
of cases of HIV positive have
been reported in India and
Thailand, HIV has also rapidly
spread elsewhere 'in the region.

In Bangladesh, 9 people were
found to be HIV-positive. One of

them died of AIDS last year.
The incubation period for
HIV infection to [ull-bloom AIDS
is eight to 10 vears or mnore.
“The [ull impact of HIV in-
fection.in Asia will only becoine
visible by the end of the century

when many of the currently in- .

fected individuals will have de-
veloped AIDS,” Dr Piot said.

He pointed out that wherever
HIV infection has become well
established, a tuberculosis epi-
demic follows the AIDS epi-
demic as its shadow.

~ Nearly 60 per cent of all TB
patients in sub-S5aharan and
Caribbean were HIV positive
and the region, including the
United States, is experiencing
an unexpected and dramatic
rise of TB

Health experts suggested ef-
[ective preventive measures
through sex education to check
growing HIV infection and AIDS.

In Bangladesh, a new
AIDS/STD Directorate is being
set up and the matter got at-
tention from the highest politi-
cal level, the WHO offieial men-
tioned in his report. :

Inchlents of crimes — mur-
ders, suicides and road acci-
dents — went up in the Phaka
metropolitan area alarmingly in
QOctober compared with the pre-
vious month. '

Last month Dhaka Metro-

politan Police (DMP) began a '

special drive to curb crimes in
the city.

In October, 58 people wee
killed in different incidents as
against 42 people in September.

Of these, twelve were mur-
dered. eight committed suicide,
33 fell victims to reckless driv-
ing and five were found dead. In
the previous month, five people
were murdered, six committed
suicide and 31 died in road ac-
cidents.

A Deputy Commissioner of
the DMP said that the law and
order situation had deteriorated
in the city in early October and

} the special police drive against

By Farid Ahmed
the eriminals had been continu:
ing since October 12.
The most sensgtional mwur-
der was committed by a magis-
trate, Liaquat Ali Khan, who

stabbed another magistrate,

Shaheeda Chowdhury, to death
as she reportedly refused to
marry him.

Police has not been able to

+ Monthly
- roundup

arrest Liaquat even after 17
days of the murder. Police be-
lieve Liaquat has the coun-
try. ‘
ﬂc'curding to a source, police
could not finalise any charge-
sheet in 12 murder cases.
Besides, robberies, mug-
gings, extortion, and other vio-
lent incidents kept the city quite
tense in October, The number

Crimes continue to rise in city

4

of suicides also increased in the

city. Despite provisions for

punishment of those attemg
suicide and those abating them
under the penal code, these
cases are hardly investigated.
Last month, eight people, most
of them womeén, killed them-
selves in the eity.

- Road mishaps claimed 33
lives. A tragic road accident
near Darus Salam police box in
Mirpur on October 29 killed
three members of a family, In
another mishap, a couple with
their five-year-old daughter
were burned to death after their

car collided with a container
= train at Kamalapur on October

4. No headway has yet been
made in the police investigation
into this tragic accident.

Police also recovered five
unidentified bodies from differ-
ent city areas last menth.
Again.-no progress has been
, achieved by the investigators.

o

For wearing
Islamic

head scarves!

NANTUA (France), Nov 5; A L
junior high school expelled
four girls Friday for wearing
Islamic head scarves, under-
scoring the friction between
France's secular schools and

the deep faith of some Muslim
immigrants, reports AP.

Jean Damestoy, principal
of the Xavier Bichat school in
Nantua, said that the girls
could return to school in the
[ next week if they leave the |
scarves at home. If they stay
away for eight days, the expul-
sion becomes permanent.

Two of the girls are of
Moroccan origin, sisters of a
student expelled from the
school three years ago for
wearing the scarf, known as a
hidjab. The other two are
Turkish.

Their families say that thl:l
hidjabs are not fashion items,
but a means of religious ex-
pression.

About one-guarter of
Xavier-Bichat's 760 students,
who range from 11 to 14 years
in age, come from Muslim
backgrounds. The small town
Is located about 450 kilome-

tres south of Paris.
Sce Page 12 Col 6 I

Hazratbal: No
headway yet

SRINAGAR, Nov 5: A new

negotiator resumed talks today
with Muslim guerillas holed up
inside Kashmir's holiest Islamic
shrine as police slapped a cur-
few and broke up sporadic
protests, reports AFP.

Mehmood Ur Rehman, a top
Kashmir administration official,
held three rounds of talks with
rebel leaders inside the Hazra-
tbal Mosque in a bid to end the

Earlier Story on Page 5.
standoff which entered a 21st
day, but made no headway.

Rehman replaced Wajahat
‘Habibullah, who was critically
injured Thursday when his car
collided with an army truck, to
take over the reins of the nego-
tiations. )

Habibullah, Kashmir's divi-
sional commissioner, s showing
‘marginal response although he
continued to be in coma, M N
Saberwal, director general of
Jammu and Kashmir police,
said today.

ADP implementation

rate falls by 3 pe

By Inam Ahmed

The implementation rate of
the fiscal 1992-93 Annual
Development Programme (ADP)
fell short of the previous year's
rate by three percentage points,
according to preliminary re-
ports.

The tate for 1992-93 was 8]
per cent with the total spending
of Taka 6554.43 crore. The
year before, the public expendi-
ture was about Taka 6,000
crore, according to different
donor sources.

During 1992-93, the total
allocation of the ADP was Tk
8650 -crore which was later re-
vised to Tk 8121 crore before
this year's budget.

The actual expenditure of
the outlay which has fallen
short by about Tk 1500 crore
reflects the government's weak
project implementation capac-

< dty.

Of the total ADP expendi-
ture, Tk 3394 crore had been
from the project aid outlay and
the rest from Taka outlay.

A top official of the Asian
Development Bank (ADB), how-
ever, observed that the imple-
mentation rate of last year was
.quite positive'. He teferred to

the government's absorption of
ADB funds during the year. The
ADB had 241 million US dollar
as project aid during 1992-93,
of which 223 million dollars had
been spent.

But some government sou-
rces pointed out that the IME
Division of the Planning
Commission is now taking utili-
sation figures of project aid
from the Economic Relations
Division (ERD). They said the
ERD is supplying the disburse-
ment figure which is usually
higher than the actual expendi-
ture. They said this has inflated
the 1992-93 implementation
figure slightly.

According to sources, ex-
penditures in agricultural sec-
tor. rural development, water
resource, physical planning and
housing sectors had been
alarmingly poor.

In agriculture, Tk 370 crore
had been spent out of a total
outlay of Tk 488 crore. Tk 365
crore had been spent on rural
development against the outlay
of 518 crore and Tk 235 crore
was spent in physical planning
and housing sector against the
outlay of Tk 340 crore'

-

ISLAMABAD, Nov 5: Farooq
Leghari, Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto's nominee for Pakistan

| president, has been given a

boost for next week's election
with the withdrawal of former
president Ghulam Ishaq Khan
from the race, reports AFP.

Ishag Khan's exit, along with
three others, leaves 10 candi-
dates seeking the post which
will be decided on November 13
by a 460-strong electoral college
comprising members of parlia-
ment and four provincial
assemblies.

Ishag Khan's departure has
lessened the threat of splitting
the pro-Bhutto votes, political
analysts said today.

But the threat remains since
two important leaders from
smaller parties backing her
Pakistan People's Party (PPP)

. Ishaq made a great
sacrifice: Leghari

coalition government are still in
the running. They are ‘Balu-
chistan province's {ormer go-
vernor Akbar Bugti and a vet-
eran politician Nawabzada Nas-
rullah.

Leghari said ‘we are grateful’
to Ishag Khan for stepping
aside and hope both Bugti and
Nasrullah will do so in coming
days.

The biggest challenge to
Leghari, currently Foreign Mi-
nister in Bhutto's cabinet, is
expected to come from the main
opposition Pakistan Muslim
League (PML) of former premier
Nawaz Sharif.

The PML currently has five
candidates, including acting
president Washim Sajjad and
former National Assembly
Speaker Gohar Ayub Khan,

See Page 12 Col 7
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JS winter

Nov 21

By Staff Correspondent
The Jatiya Sangsad will meet

for its winter session on
November 21 at 4 pm.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday officially
summoned the Sangsad to meet
on that date.

The coming session will be
the 12th of the fifth Parliament.
It is meeting after a recess of 53
days The autumn session was
prorogued on September 27.

According to Parliament
sources, the session is likely te
last three weeks. The detailed
agenda of Lhe session will be
[ixed by the Business Advisory
Comrnittee which is expected to
meet on November 18,

All the major parties and
groups in Parliament are likely
to hold meetings of their par-
llamentary wings before the
Sangsad goes into session to
discuss their respective strate-
gies.

The short winter session is.
however. likely to generate some
heat on issues centering round
the Parliamentary probe body
relating to irregularities in the
Ministry of Irrigation, Water
Development and Flood Contreol,

See Page 12 Col 7

Hasina leaves

for Beijing

Awami League president and
leader of the Oppeosition in
Parliament Sheikh Hasina lefl
for Betjing yesterday on a fort-
night's visit at the invitation of
the Communist Party 'of China.
reports LINB

Hasina is leading a four-
member delegation to the
Chinese capital where she is
expected to meet top leaters of
the government and the Cdm-
munist Party.

Other members of the dele-
gation are: Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
SAMS Kibria and Abul Hasan
Chowdhury MP.

CHinese Amivassacor ~in
Dhaka Zhang Xujiang and
Awami League leaders Abdul
Mannan, Begum Sajeda Chow-
dhury MP, Abdur Razzak MP,
Amir Hossain Amu, Abdul Jalil,
Obaidul Qader. Dr Mizanul Haq
MP and Mohammad Hanif,
among others. were present at
the airport to see off Hasina.

Hasina and the members of
her delegation are expected to
return on November 19,

Square denies
press repaort

By Staff Correspondent -

Square Pharmaceuticals, in
a statement Friday, termed the
report creeded by UNB on Nov 3
that its factory at Hemayetpur,
Pabna had been closed down
because of environmental pel-
lution, totally incorrécet.

The statement said. the unit
at the Hemayetpur industrial
area is a basic chemical plant
(chemicals division) of Squére
and the medicine factory
(Pharma division) is situated in
Pabna town. There is no rela-
tion between the activities of
these two divisions.

The statement further said
the wastes of the chemical plant
used to be dumped in the evap-
oration tank of the plant. This
waste produced bad odour and
the people of the locality made
complaints. *

Following this, specialists led
an investigation and found that
the Effluent Treatment Plant ®
(ETP) was not functioning.

After this finding, the au-
thorities stopped the o tion
of the plant and took up the re-
pair work of the ETP.

Cooperatives
Day today

By Staff Correspondent

The National Cooperatives
Day will be observed through-
out the country today.

The day is observed every

-year with the aim of promoting

cooperative movement in the
country and encouraging the
cooperators for capital forma-
tion.

The National Cooperative
Union has organised a week-
long 'Cooperative Fair’' in th
city. President Abdur Rah
Biswas will inaugurate the fair
at 6 pm today. The fair will re-

main open for all from tomorrow

till November 12, from 10 am to
8 pm.

On the eve of the day,
President Abdur Rahman Bis-
was in a message vesterday said
the government was pledge-
bound to eflectively use the
cooperative movement in the
alleviation af poverty and
national prosperity.

He said the cooperative

See Page 12 Col 3



