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Recognition
Among the darkest spots in our nation’s history,
the jail killing of the four national leaders on the
early morning of 4 November 1975, is definitely
one. Syed Nazrul Islam, Tajudddin Ahmed. Mansur
Al and Kamruzzaman. leading figures of our war of
liberation, were gunned down in their jail cells by a
group of armed men. This group claimed to have
official sanction, and were able to force their way
into the jail — violating strictly laid down rules —
and kill them: Very little of this sordid episode has
come out. These four veteran politicians have
been denied the most rudimentary of the human
ts.

ﬂgg‘:ycd Nazrul Islam, a lifelong patriot and politi-
nt of the molutjsnngry
government during the liberation war, Subs-
equently, he was the industries minister. Tajuddin
Ahmed was the Prime Minister during the
liberation war and was among the main architects
of . conducting the guerilla movement. Tajuddin's
role during those crucial nine months of war was
central to the operation of the government in exile,
privotal to the formation of the Mukti Bahini and
in motion the diplomatic offensive that
for us worldwide support. It was he who
held together the various strands within the libera-
tion forces and gave a determined leadership at
that time. His role during the liberation war was
“his ‘finest hour' capping a lifetime of dedication,

" sacrifice and political struggle.

Captain Mansur Ali and Kamruzzaman were
leaders who dedicated their lives to the gaining of
the legitimate rights of our people. Throughout the
fifties and sixties they participated in every demo-
cratic movement and anti-martial law struggle.
They suffered jail terms as the two above, on sev-
eral occasions. but never strayed from their patri-
otic duty. |

If we rise up above our pretty politics and be fair
to truth and to history then these four national
leaders should be recognised as such and given
their due status. Their patriotism, self-sacrifice,
commitment to the rights of our people and dedi-
cation, are there for all of us to see and judge.

In addition to restoring them to their deserved
place in history, there is the equally significant
question of giving them their fundamental right of
equality before law and right to justice. Associated
with it is our own need as a people, as a nation and
a part of the civilized community, to establish rule
of law and the notion of supreme sanctity of life. If
murder, under whatever pretext, and punishment
of the known_ killers,under some legal manipula-
tion, are allowed to get the better of our higher no-
tion of justice and fairness; then we, as a society,
as a people, as representatives of an advanced civi-
Mzation and inheritors of a very high standard of
values and ethics; become discredited and ma-
ligned.

The present government's most laudable and
valuable credential is its legality. It has come

what is universally rec d as the most
free and fair election. Therefore, upholding the fun-
damental laws and practice of ethics iS what we
expect from this government. There is absolutely no,

reason why this government should not:take ap-
propriate Steps tg bring to public kn 5

and why these four national leaders were so bru-
tally killed.-An appropriate judicial enquiry com-
rhission should be set up with full backing of the
government, to reveal to us the perpetrators of the
atrocities of that most sordid chapter in our his-
tory. Such a move will immensely enhance the

prestige of Begum Zia's government.

Remembering Dr Khuda

The sixteenth death anniversary of Dr Muham-
mad Qudrat-e-Khuda went past this nation quietly
on Wednesday. It is good that it was so. For an
ostentatious remembrance would only have sha-
med the more conscientious amongst us. We have
so far honoured the great man by neglecting all
that he stood for.

His first claim to fame and glory came from his
being the first Indian Muslim to get a D.Sc in

from the University of London. This was,
on hindsight. not quite the recognition of the real

brilliance of the man as a scientist. However such -
dubious distinctions have a staying power and it

effectively kept our nation's attention away from
where his true achievements and contributions lay.

in his career he set out for some out of
step with the average science professional. He

chose education and ded the 'admlr_listratinn of’

it in before partition of India.
From there to his pivotal role in this region as an
rganiser of scientific researches was but a natural
development — in the later role he founded the
BCSIR. We are not fully

of the council as either a spawning ground of re-

searchers as Zainul's Art Institute has been for

bu ters, or something contributing t-
to the technol

ogy and econoimy of Bangladesh.
atever'BCSIR means today to %angladesh. and

one feels that it should mean much indeed, this
_nation is indebted to Dr Khuda for that. If BCSIR is
not the shin thln%lt possibly could be, it serves
- as a first pointer to how we have let down his be-
quests to the nation. There are worse cases of that.
From the of his career he took a firm
stand on the issue of writing science in Bengali. In
this he was very stoutly supported by stalwarts like
Professor SN .'This indeed was a mission with
‘him. We have not, as an independent sovereign
~nation, carried his mission to any spectacular suc-
cess. Science writing in Bengali now seems almost

" to be a lost case.
The worst we have done is co the Khuda
Commission on Education, done under the

behest of _ u Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
to a state of limbo. Education-wise we are still
roaming in the wilderness. After that fatal step of
' rejecting the best that independence could do to

‘our education, it is no wonder we haven't been able

to take one single t step so far. :

Any me ﬂr%embl:'ance of Dr Khuda wou-
Id, as such, essentially involve the acceptance of
,thelmm hea:twaytubemademmﬂnf
all of science at least up to the master's leve
in Bengali and the of the BCSIR into an

+ organisation that would bring about a big change

. in the application of science benefiting
economy as well as our technological capability.
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LTHOUGH untsual. a

used and discussed 'sick In-

dusiries and. in spme caseés,

' pecommend for re-scheduling
replaced the mostly  the overdue loans.

But the very existence of the

dustry' in the government do-  sick industries is now at stake.

cuments, has created a cause of
great concern for the entrep-

| reneurs as well as those who

are really concerned about the

sick units:

‘What does a name matter Is
not perhaps well enough to jus-
tify the new term. 'inactive in-
dustry', or to console the en-

rs, who are suspecting
a deéep rooted ‘motive' in the re-
naming of the sick projects. In
fact. there is very little scope for
setting aside such suspicion
arising out of a number of rea-
sOns.
According to some en-
trepreneurs of sick industries,
the government is unwilling to
identify their indusiries as sick
in arder to avoid its responsibil-
ity as per the Industrial Policy,
1991.

The government is obliged to
take necessary policy decisions
and provide fresh loans in soft
terms and conditions for reha-
bilitation of the sick industries
as per its own industrial policy.

The Industries Ministry is sup- even after six years
mea- tallation duse to reasons beyond

posed to take necessary
sures for tdentifying the sick In-

' EARLY two months ago,
the leader .of the Kur-

‘N distan Workers' Party
(PKK) declared all out war on
Turkey. He has been true to his
word. Violence in_the South
East of Turkey, which covers
nearly 1/3 of Turkish territory,
has escalated to a point that it

is ‘truly a war that is being

fought by the PEK guerillas

| against Turkish security forces.

The total number of guerillas is
estimated at 30,000 and the
Turkish forces are nearly
150,000, The guerillas operate
with large teams of anywhere
between 50 and more and has
been raining death _and
destruction on civil and military
and the daily casualty on both
sides have gone upto at least 20
a day. Gruesome pictures of
PKK atrocities are splashed
daily in the Turkish |

In this 9 year old war PKK's
latest and the highest ranking
victim is. General Aydin, who
died under the hail of gunfire,
while fighting the terrorists in a

MID strong undercu-

rrents. of discontent,

Maumoon Abdul Gayo-

om has been endorsed in ‘a

national referendum for  a

fourth term as President of the

Maldives. As sole candidate he

won almost 93 per cent of the
official vote.

Maldives is a Sunni Muslim

of 200. people that

nsists of 1,000 coral islands -

set in the Indian dcean The re-
sult. of the referendum was
never in doubt, despite an in-
tense: power struggle between
Gayoom and his brother-in-law,
Ilyas Ibrahim, former Minister
of Atolls Administration. |

. The victor emerged in late
August when Gayoom bagged
26 votes to Ibrahim's 18 in a

secret ballot among members of

the Parliament; the Majlis; for
the presidential nomination.

The President has survived
three coup attempts. The most
serious was in 1988 when a
force of seaborne mercenary
troops hired by a Maldivian
businessman landed in the
main  island. Gayocom tele-
phoned prime minister  Rajiv
Gandhi of India for help and the
rebels were rounded up. :

The referendum was the
biggest electoral threat 55-year-
old Gayoom had faced in his 15
years of power. Take away the
votes of his eight nominated
members and he just scraped
through.

The closeness of the vote re-
flected both the effectiveness ol
Ibrahim’s: campaign and

Gayoom's waning popularity as
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since the well defined term 'sick
industry’ is being erased from
the government documents by
introducing a new terminology.
The Industries Ministry is pro-
viding the sick industries with

tes where they are de-
fined as 'inactive industry’, not
as- 'sick industry'. The en-
trepreneurs of the sick units are

being constrained to get legal

support because of this new
identification. In fact, this is the
main reason for their concern:
Although the government is
very miich aware of the defini-
tion of the sick industries: it
needs to be reiterated because
of some comments often macde
by the Finance Minister in
seminars and discussion meet-
m‘;cnn‘rdin‘ to. the Sick
industries ‘Revival and Reha-
bilitation Cell (SIRRC), an in-
dustry which failed to reach
normal production level with
normal profit margin or failed
to cross the break-even point
of its ins-

the control of the entrepreneur,

* by Sohel Manzur

be ponsidered as sick.
'm“l’thﬂluiﬂth as

many as 17 common reasons
for sickness of the Industrial
units. In most cases, either the

t or the banks were

adies.

i'mj_nll respunsible for the mal-

their rehabilitation while the
banks were asked to rehabili-
tate them: The Finance Ministry
felt that  the-rehabilitation
<ltild be on a hank-glient re-
littionship basis.

A review conunitiee was also
formicel 10 cousider Lhe ¢ases of

BEHIND THE HEADLINES

H the definition of sick in-
dustry and the reasons identi-
fied by the Cell is accepted, all
the 15566 sick units deserve
immediate rehabilitation.

The report prepared by the
cell, which was represented by
the bankers, chamber leaders,
entreprencurs of the sick uniis
and officials of concerned min-
istries and government agen:
cies, was not perhaps accepted,
The Finance Ministry an-
nounced a new forrmila. in the
first halfl of last year; of rehabili-
tating the industries,

According to the new con-
cept. the sick units were asked
to apply to the concerned banks
and financing institutions for

those en| repreneurs, who would
be denied fresh loans for reha-
bilitation by the banks. The
government also allocated Tk
100 crore which is supposed to
be provided by the Bangladesh
Bank for the sick units if the
review commitiee recommends.
This policy is, perhaps, con-
ducive to the government policy
of not forcing the banks to do
anything. There is also very
little scope for criticizing the
new formula of rehabilitation.
But, what progress the govern-
ment could make in rehabilitat-
ing the industries which have
become sick for reasons beyond
the control of the entrep-
reneurs? Perhaps, the govern- .
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ment itself would say the pro-

of sick industries alleged that
the statements given by the

tionalities. imposed by the
banks and financing institu-
tions for rehabilitation of their
industries. So; the actual num-

Turkey —War in the South East

by Arshad-uz Zaman

small town called Lice. This lat-
est incident has roused the en-
tire nation and the Turkish au-
thorities have vewed to crush
the terrorists. The National
Security Council, whose mem-
bers include ranking civil and
military leaders met under the
chairmanship of President
Suleyman Demirel, and decided
to move forcefully in the region
and crush the terrosists. The
measures include a new anti-
terrorism bill, around which the
Government plans to build a
national consensus, stringent
measures to guard all the fron-
tier posts and an end to outside

- assistance to the PKK.

The latest evénts have
brought about the first major
cabinet reshuffle and the minis-
ters dealing with security mat-
ters like defence and interior
have been shifted (v cther

posts. There is talk of a major
cabinet shake up in November
One factor that {s complicating
the picture here is the fact that
the Prime Minister. first time a
lady. is only three months’in
office and her coalition partner
Murat Karavalein, leader of the
Social Democratic Party, is only
a month old in office. They both '
are facing challenges withth
their own parties. Turkey has
very important municipal elec-
tions in March next throughout
the country. Today the security
situation in the South East is
such that holding of elections in
one third of Turkey is unthink-
able. This would totally vitiate
the democratic process. This
was uppermost in the minds of
the Turkish authorities when
they decided recently to exiend
the State of Emergency in the

region for another period of four
months; There are voices in
favour of Martial Law in the re-
gion, a current strongly resisted °
by the present Government.
PKK has given a new twist to
her latest campaign to désta-
bilise the Turkish Government.
She has thrown out all the
journalists from the region
calling them partisan, stopped
distribution of newspapers
(there are mazing pictures on
the TV of s being dis-
tributed at the police stations).
The Turkish press has energeti-
cally protested the PKK meth-
ods and the journalists asso-
clation President along with a
team went to the area and held
a protest meeting. The PKK has
also forced all the important
political parties to close their
offices In the region. PKK's

anger against the media is un-
derstandable for they are in-
variably described as a terrorist
organisation and they seem to
have lost all hope of influencing
public opinion in their favour.
The Turkish Government has
made significant gain among
western governments by
branding the PKK as a terrorist
organisation. President Bill
Clinton called PKK a terrorist
organisation during Prime
Minister Tansu Ciller's recent
visit to the US, _
The latest round of blood
letting grips the with
‘a sense of malaise. There Is
anger against the PKK but the
feeling is gaining ground that
some political gestures will have
to be made towards the
Kurdish population of the
South East of Turkey, whose
number is 1/4th of the total

Vote Ends Power Struggle in Land of Atolls

Steve Percy writes from Male

A referendum in the Maldives has given President Maumoon Gayoom a fourth term in office. The
vote followed a potver striggle with a former minister who had been banished for violating the
it the last 15 years becatse of the success of

constitution. M
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change has swept the Maldives.

A new prosperilty has been
SR

It is something one can

hardly miss in the congested *

capital of Male where more than
55.000 people pack 1.7 sq.
kms. The narrow: sireets are

ves has
“tourisin. Its tiny mef

Jjanuned with air-conditioned

.....

Japanese cars and radio laxis
which hardly ever get out of

'second gear.

The per capita income of the
country has grown from $200 to
$650 over the last 15 years —.a-
notable achievement in the con-

changed dramatically
anmimed twith air-conditioned Japanese cars and radio taxis.

text of South -Asia. What is
more;ceveryone: has work. This
is largelyv-lhanks to tourismu
Over the last two decades. the
tropical perfection of the
Maldives has become an exclu-
sive destination flor rich
tourists.. Tourism now brings in
a quarter of government rev-
ETILE: _ _
The wave of new riches has
not reached,all the outer is-
lands. Some schools and clinics
have been'built on the distant
atolls, ‘where people make a
living chiefly from pole fishing

~for tuna.and harvesting co-

conuts:

Development has lagged be-

hind the capital and its nearby

islands. As a powerful minister
since early 1991, Ibrahim used
his patronage to build a strong
power base among the atoll
chiefs: -

Ibrahim's: popularity may
have been his downfall. In the
lead up to the election, Gayoom
removed him from office and
charges were brought. In one
case a woman was tried for al-
legedly using witchcraft to help
Ibrahim’s cause,
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tions must bear the
address.

Distribution of

calendars

Sir, It is customary with the
banks. insurance companies
besides a good number of com-
mercial concerns to print calen-

“dars for distribution amongst

their account holders and

clients. It is a sad experience
with many account holders of

| banks, who despite repeated
visits are mostly deprived of a

calendar which they feel they
are entitled to get. IS

It is perhaps better for the
concerned ma s to fix
some formula to issue calendars
to account holders at the
counter at the time of making
transactions. The ers or
officers who are in.charge of
distribution of calendars when
approached by the account
holders, take a negative posture
and ask them to visit again
‘next week,’ ‘after some days,’
‘next Saturday,’ 'next Monday’
finally to tell that “sorry, the
stock is exhausted.” It is per-
haps better for them to say at
the outset that they have no
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| Letters for publication in these columns should be
| addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and: cuts.’
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
writer's real name, signature and

of ;:me and all for a calendar. .

‘The question is if all account
holders cannot be supplied with

a calendar each, the. criteria

should be selected as to who
would be the fortunate recipi-

ents, so that others may be re-

lieved of the tedious job of run-

ning after it again and again.

H Akhtar .

Mirpur, Dhaka

Rail crossings

Sir, We were deeply shocked -

al the tragic death of four per-
sons at Kamalapur rail-crossing

early last month. The concerned

authority’ should pay due im-

‘to the matter to stop
mmp\:ﬂﬂnﬂ of such tragic
incidents, .

Besides signaling and put-
ting movable iron bar barriers
on either side of the track at rail
crossings, the Gatemen need to
be vigilant and well trained and
their duty hours maintained
religiously. And it is very
important to note that shops
and establishments near any

' room to accommodate request rail-crossing need to be re-

moved at least 100 meters awﬁ:,r
from either side. If this is done,
the approaching train will be

‘more visible from a safe dis-
tance to alert the erossing traf- «
‘fic ahead,., And ‘thus further

loss of life and property can be
avoided to a great extent.
Housing Estate, Sylhet

LSir Dﬁl_-ing the last .two
years, even after democracy was

“restored, we have seen dark’

clouds hovering over the politi-
cal horizon and sometimes
clouding the vision of the most
articulate men in the political

' arena. In the midst of such be-..

wilderment gripping the nation,

the Star editorial radiated

sparks of hope and animation. |
felt vastly impressed to see that
the paper could speak out the
truth overriding all challenges.
This brought me closer to Mr 5
M Ali. g

On two occasions I talked to
him over telephone. conveying
my sense of gratification for the
straight forward ' views ex-
pressed in the editorial on dii-
ferent national issues. Late Mr
S M Ali reciprocated my feelings

‘with all warmth.

* Learning that I used to write
for the Bangladesh Observer in
pre-libepation and post libera-
tion days. late Mr S M Ali in-
spired me to write for. The Dally

Star, but alas it never cume
about while he was alive,

The nation lost him at a time
when he was most needed.

Md Asadullah Khan
Engineering University.
Taslima Nasreen’s -
iL{liJ a’

Sir. Of the usual crop of con-
tradictory and confused press
notes issued in recent months ,
the one on Taslima Nasreen and
"Lajja™ appearing in the press
earlier last week, last month;
must surely be one of the worst.

There is nothing against Is-

© lam in "Lajja.” It is an unqualir

fied statement against commu-
nalism. which every citizen of
this country should endorsc.
That communalism is on: the
rise in India or elsewhere in the
world is absolutely no reason to
allow its rise in Bangladesh. To
deny its growth, 18 to give tacit
approval.. -

The contention: that the
party which had openly put a
price on Nasreen's head has
since ‘denied’ it. thereby exon-
erating the government's inac-
tion against it, speaks volumes
of its inability te fulfil its basic
mandate to the people — that of
providing security to the indi-
vidual citizen against groups
who are a law unto themselves.

Ruby. ‘Farhad and Farah
Ghuznavi,
Dhala.

[brahim was tried in absen-
tin and internally banished for

- 15-and-a-half years for allegedly

htrli'hnnul\r{:lﬂ the shots. _

violating the constitution by
trying to influence the vote for
nomination of the President.
Not that Ibrahim should
necessarily be seen as an in-
jured innocent. As a wealthy
politician 'and businessman

. who had headed the State

Trading Corporation, he
abruptly left the country in
1990 when he was to have ap-
peared before an inquiry into
the misappropriation of gov-
ernment funds. Three months
later he teturned and was soon
back in.the Gayoom govern-
ment, apparently cleared of
guilt.

This time round it looks like
the family estrangement is more
complete. The severity of the

banishment and two further:

OI should Do its Bit in the Matter of Sick Industries

er of rehabilitation
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Te within two
months, Turkey has already se--
cured the support of her two
important neighbours — Iraq
and Iran that they will not har-
bour the fighters of Ocalan. A
hot winter awaits the inhos-

pitable South East of Turkey.

outsianding charges of financial
impropriety suggest that
Ibrahim's days in politics are
over,

Nor will he be missed by the
liberal; well-travelled elite of
Male. For these people; Ibrahim
represented an antl-democratic
old guard which has held back
democratic reform.

Gayoorh needs to regain his
credibility with those who have
tasted Western-style democracy.

Although he has emnbarked on a
policy of opening up the
economy  and liberalising the
traditional society. the scope
and pace of change has fallen
behind the expectations of the
liberal elite.

The President has said he
will reform the political system
which owes much to the feudal
system that was abolished in
1968. He has vowed "a complete
trangformation” of the one-can-
didate presidential electoral
system that has kept him in
power for so long.
~ He has made promises of
further democratic reform be-
fore, but every time they have
been abandoned. Even now
‘many Maldivians cannot believe
that they have seen the last of
Ilyas Ibrahim. — GEMINI NEWS

-

OPINION

‘As is obviously and painfully
clear, life on the campus these
davs is “nasty, brutish and
short”. Our regression into the
medieval age of barbarism and
ininaté brutality is becoming an
almost accepted fact of life.

Mr Mahfuz Anam's commen-
tary on the subject of Campus

Terrorism (The Dally Star, Nov

4) touches but only the tip of

| the iceberg. Mr Anam speaks of

the BNP Chairperson'’s inability
to come to terms with the real-
ity as it is perceived to be: But
does not the problem lie else-
where? A nation that prides it-
self on overthrowing established
governmernts through assassi-
nations, violence, mayhem, an-
archy. hartals and the overbear-
ing dominance of a culture that
seeks solutions in the streets, is
merely reaping the dubious re-
wards of the seeds that il has
sown over the past several

YEArs. :
~ ' Students have been given an

overexaggerated sense of impor-

tance in our national life, and

all for the wrong reasons.
Political parties starved of any
sustaining and credible ideolo-
gies have relied on and patron-
ised two-bit thugs and common
felons, Aattering them with an
umbrella within the student
community. In return are
at the beck and call of the polit-
ical dons; and at any given
moment ready to rip the estab-
lished social order apart. The
only problemm now is that, the
Frankenstein has outgrown its
mentor, and the genie is refus-
ing to go back into the bottle. It
is the middle aged student lead-

~ the law, which has been sys-

successive governments, take

BBC World Service.

|

‘Campus Terrorism: Give
- Law a Chance

The remedy to correct this
illness is to let the long arm of

tematically chopped short by

its own course. Give the law
enforcing agencies a chance. Let
them wake up from their impo-
tent slumber and look at reality
straight in the eye. Let the po-
lice take a terrorist by the scruff
of his neck and submit him to
the processes of the law of the
land, rather than glorifying him
with the status of a "leader” of
such and such political faction.
There is no sight more sick and
pathetic than armed policemen
having ring side seats to mur-
ders and mayhem committed in
broad daylight and not lifting a

What we witness in our daily
lives, are simply crimes; they
are commiited by criminals. In
‘any other country, at any other
time; criminals would have been
punished, student or otherwise. |-
Let us come to terms with the
inescapable act that the state
machinery has the ways and
means to encounter these
criminals, and is em ed
and expec

large.

Mr Anam should have posed
the questions "Why is the gov-
ernment crippled tl'_yﬁcm“ fear
psychosis. Why is govern-
ment 'a_ prisoner of its own.
shadow?" The answer should be
forthcoming and forthright, if
not for any reason dther than
the fact that it owes it to the
nation.

Sharukh Khan
Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka



