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District roundup '

COMILLA

Politics on
college campus
banned

Nov 3: A meeting of
Teacher's Council of Comilla
Victoria College decided on
Saturday to ban student politics
in the college for next two
months, says UNB.

The decision was taken as a
sequel to an untoward clash be-
tween Chhatra League (M-]) and
Chhatra Dal on September 8,
which closed the college sine-
die.

Meetings, rallics and recep-
lions organised by the student
organisations were banned in
the campus.

The classes of the college
were resumed recently but the
hostels are still closed.

KHULNA

Youth Day
observed

Nov 3: National Youth Day
was observed here Sunday in a
befitting manner, says BSS.

Youth rally, processions,
seminar, EPl programme, tree
plantation and cleanliness drive
were held on the occasion. The
programme of the day was for-
mally inaugurated by Mayor of
Khulna City Corporation,
Shaikh Tayebur Rahman at a
youth rally held at Khulna
Circuit House premises from
where a colourful procession
was brought out. The proces-
sionists paraded the main thor-
oughfares of the city.

A seminar on "youth com-
munity” was held at the local of-
ficers club auditorium.

Divisional Commmissioner,
Abdul Muktadir Choudhury
was the chiel guest at the scmi-
nar.

Speakers called for stream-
lining the activities ol tho
youths for involving them in the
nation-building tasks. They fur
ther said, that the youth com-
munity should be organised to
take up sell-employment activi-
ties for eradicating poverty from
the society.

JAMALPUR
Various
diseases

ann 12.:....

Nov 3! Diarrhoea, faunditc
and kala-azor claimed 12 lives
and atitacked more than 200
other people during the last 20
days at Charsakuna village ol
Melandah thana, says UNI3.

Local BNP leader Nazrul
Islam disclosed this to the local
journalists at the district head-
quarters on Oct 30 alleging that
so far no steps have been Laken
by the concerned authoritics to
send medical teams o the vil
lage to check the spread of the
discascs.

Of the deceased, Ancsn
Begum (28), Bilkis (25), Abdus
Sobhan (565), Khan Mahmud
(60) and Mariam (4) died of di-
arrhoea. Another four chilkdren
— Rahim (3) and Rahima (5)
son-daughter of Abu Baker
Siddique, Kazal (3) daughter ol
Dulaluddin and Malck [9) son ol
a Wadud — died of jaundice.

Khoka Akand (45) and an
other two unidentified men diad
of kala-azor.

Local people urged the au
thorities to send medical tcams
o combat the diseases

MADARIPUR

Erosion threatens
rice market
area

w3 Continuous crosion ol

river Kamar threatened the
vi 1y eanistoenee of the Takerhat
4.0 whar of the district, reports

14

Vi least 50 shops of the
w hiodesahe rice markets on the
wouithern side of the bandar
awlrcady been devoured.
% sides, a stzeable number ol
dwlHng houses, a hotel and a
mosgue were engullfed by the
vt The pxtent of damage was
c=Dinutetd al Taka one crore.

e kwcal people apprehend

A i e eroston is continued
at the present proportion the
bow wl gudown in the bandar area
will g0 inlo the river within the
pwcowt bt vight

L crosion allected people
s passing their days in great
= lress 'I'ht*ﬁ.' urged the gov
coiment o lake immediate
st ps lor thedr Eﬂf&j‘ rehabyilita-

TancaiL
BRCS gives
relief goods

Nov 3. DBangladesh Red
Croscent Seciety [BRCS), Tan-
ginrl  wmit, disirfbuted one
hundrod lungeos. one hundred
siices, Wen cartons of emer-
£ ey feaxcd pew e ts and six tins
ool Varsauiiis arong Lhe distressed
peuple of the disirict recently,
Fi je s Im

Ml sources sadd, besides
it o the unit also distributed
i | howsand pnthﬂ.l of oral
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PABNA

3 JCD activists
sent to jail

Nov 3: Three local activists of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal were
arrested Sunday night and sent
to jail Sunday on charge of their
involvement in extortion and
violence, says UNB.

Police said Nabin, Jashim
Uddin and Mukta, wanted in
several cases for a long time,
were arrested from their
houses.

They were produced beforc
the court today and later scnt 1o

jail custody.

JHENIDAI

One succumbs

to injuries

Nov 3: A middle aged man
who was attacked by a gang ol
angry people on Sunday suc-
cumbed to his injuries at Sadar
Hospital Monday, reports UNI3.

Police said Nurul Islam
Joarder (45) of Magarkhali vil-
lage in Sadar thana reccived
head injuries when he was try-
ing to scttle a dispute over land
demarcation between two larm-
ers ol Magarkhali village on
Sunday.

Islam was rushed to Sadiu
Hospital in critical condition
and died at about 12 noon.

Police suspected that past
enmity was the cause ol the at-
tack on Islam. The body was
scnt to morgue for autopsy.

A case was filed with Sadar
thana.

CHITTAGONG

324 arrested
On various
charges

Nov 3: Police arrested 324
people on various charges [rom
different parts of the port city
during the last week, says UNL.

A CMP press release Monday
said police during their drives
also recovered a huge quantity
of fire arms, including three lo-
cal made guns and one pistols.

CMP Commissioner Osman
Ali Khan in a review mwecting di
rected the police officials 1o
continue their drives until the
trouble mongers were arrested.

BARISAL
Sher-e-Bangla's
birth anniversary
observed

Nov 3: The 120th birth an-
nive of Sher-e-Bangla AK
Fazlul Huq was observed here
with due respect on Tuesday
last, reports BSS.

Jointly organized by Sher-e-
Bangla Smriti Sangsad and
Barisal Natya Niketan, the
function was presided over by S
Ali Mohammad.

A discussion meeting on lile
and works of the late leader was
held in the Aswint Kumar town
hall.

Sheikh Abdul Malek, Md
Akkas Hossain, Nurul [slam
Alam, Habibul Hug Pannu and
Santi Prasad Barman took part
in the discussion

Besides, Quran khawani and
milad mahfil were also arranged
on the day. '

Three persons in-
cluding one woman were killed
and three others were injured in
iwo separate lightning incidents
at Swarupkathi thana of Piro-
jpur district recently

The victims are: Sanaul (15),
Sohei (18) and Rokeya (27). The
injured are: Saikat (14). Zahidul
Hugq (14) and Asma (10). The in-
jured persons were admitted to
thana health complexes.

RAJBARI
Sharp fall in
Padma water
level, navigation
threatened

Nov 3: With the sharp fall in
walcr level in the river Padma in
Aricha-Daulatdia and Aricha-
Nagarbari routes, innumerable
chara and shoals are emerging
threalening the smooth running
ol the ferries and other watur
transports, reports UNB.

I"adma expericnces unusual
fall in waider level in the dry sea
son due to the adverse eflect ol
Farakka barrage resulting in
the of a large num
ber of chars and shoals, BIWTA
sources said.

The officials said the depth
of water at Daulaidia was B. 12
metre on October 5 which has
come down to 6.79 meire on
October 25.

For keeping the water chan
nel e the authority
dredged 30.54 lakh cubic me-
tres of silt from the channel
during the last 5 years period at
a cosl of Taka 10 crore.

With the advent of current
dry season the authority
dridged 28.3] lakh cubic metin
silt from the channel on the
Arc ha Daulatdia route.

The officials said initially the
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 SYLHET: Prof Syed Mohibud |
inaugurating the 17th National Seience Week held here recently.

din Aamed, VC, Universit

of S

.....
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cience and Technology
— Star photo

Sfaandly

All 3 acquitted
in a murder

Casc

JAMALPUR, Nov 3: All the
three people accused in a sen-
salional murder case were ac-
quitted, court sofirces here
said, reports UNB.

The case, in brief, was that
Matbar Ali (40) of Birganj village
of Bakshiganj than was al-
legedly killed by his octogenar-
ian father Mohammad All along
with his two other sons.

- Bakshiganj police aficr in-
vestigation submitted charge
sheet against them mentioning
that Mohammad Al killed his

son by beating him with an iron
rod. :

Aflter examining the wil-
nesses and records District and
Scssions Judge in his verdict on

Oct 26 -said that Matbar died

~while his father tried to punish

him for the offence that causced

fcud adding that
Mohammad Ali had ne motive
to kill his son.

U g Buily Star 9

Five commit suicide in
one thana on {Sunday

SATK/HIRA, Nov 3: Five
women ¢ommitted suicide and
another was beaten to death in
sadar thana of the distriet on
Sunday, reports UNB.

The victims are: Saleha
Khatun (35), wife of Ashraf of
Kamainagar village, Nargish
(22), wife of Abdul Haque of
Baddi, Sandha Rani (40),
daugshter of Jogesh Sarker of
Debnagar, Sajeda Khatun (23],
wife: of Arshak Ali of Rajnagar,
Kamla Rani (36), wile of
Ja'tindra of Fingri, Saleha
Kh.aatun (25) of village Mir-
erdanga.

Saleha Khatun was allegedly
breaten to death by her husband
iand her co-wifle WMomena
Khatun. '

The body was sent to
Satkhira hospital for posi-
moriem.

A case was filed with the po-

lice in this connection and
Saleha's husband dand her co-
wile were arrested.

According to police and loeal
people., rest of the victims com-
mitted sufcide either by taking

poison or by ha :
Y e y nging them

Another report from Satkhira
says: A boy was crushed under
the wheels of a running tractor

in Shy mnagar thana of the dis-
trict osn Sunday.

The victim was identified as

Jamal (8), son of Siddique of
villeige Arulia.

Police said the tractor
dashed Jamal from behind
when he was crossing the road
near his residence killing him
on the spot.

The body was sent to hospi-

tal for postmortem.

A case was registered in

Shyamnagar thana.

NATORE, Nov 3: The poi-
sonous wasies discharged [rom
two sugar mills and a distillery
plant into the river Narod is se-
riously polluting the environ-
ment.,

Our correspondent who vis-
ited the sites reports, Gu-
rudaspur, Baraigram thanas

-and Chalan Beel areas are the

worst affect places. Different
chemicals discharged from the
Natore Sugar Mills, North
Bengal Sugar Mills and Jamuna

Distillery plant have partially af- '

fected life of all Lypes of living
creatures in the said areas.

Experts who expressed their
views on the subject said, the
poisonous chemicals discharged
into the river Narod are more
harmiful for living beings. A sur-
vey showed that fishes in the
Narod river are found carrying
various types of diseases.
Hundreds of fishes have died
and found Moating in the water
lollowing the discharge.

The sugar mills were set up
back in 1985 with the initiative
of the then government. The
villagers of Zangli prospered
grpwing sugarcane for the mills.
The distillery plant was set up
in 1988 adjoining the Natore
Sugar Mills with an initiative of
a non-governunent organisation.

The distillery plant buys
molasses [from Natore Sugar
Mills to make distilled water
Only three per cent alcohol is
produced from the molasses
and the rest of the remaining 97

From Our Correspondent

distillery plant is thrown in the
river Narod. As a resull of this,
during production season and
unhygienic environmeni pre-
vails threatening the very exis-
tencce of life in the river.

........

il

pushed into the river thirough a

The wastes from the dis-
lillery is preserved in five small
ponds located just behind the
factory building. Soil is mixed
wilh the wastes which is finally

-

.....

Wastes from industrial units
vitiating environment

system of canal.

When contacted, Jamuria
Distillery Plant officials said,
only the water from the river,
used for cooling the heated
vapour container, is dischar ged
in the river Narod which, they
added, Is not at all poisoncius.
The officials further infor med
that, the poisonous waste dis-
charged i the river is from
Natore Sugar Mills.

According to an expert, the
claim is not at all true. He: said,
during closing hours f the
sugar mill, meaning when the
sugar mill is not on prodiuction
hours the wastes are still; found
discharged, meaning the dis-
tillery plant is responsible for
the wasles.

The chemical wastes have
also affected a vast are:: of agri-
cultural land in the suirround-
ing villages. When fari ners use
water from the Narod river for
irrigation, crops were: seen Lo
drow very slow due to. presence
of unwanted chemiciils in the
waler.

In addition to crop damages,
discases were also 1aoticed in
the villages. A housewife who
explained that her fa mily mem-
bers are victims of the wastes
discharged in the river. She
said, water used for bathing
and washing clothe:s and other
household purposes from the
river cause various i liseases.

The distillery plant and the
mills were set up to favour the

Diarrhoea death toll now

254 1n

JAMALPUR, Novwv

turn in two thanas of the dis-
trict killing six people including
two children and attacked 275
others in the last 24 hours,
hospital sources said, reports
UNB. !

With this, the death figure in
the district rose to 254 and
2,700 others were attacked by
the waterborne disease during
the last one month.

Officials sources, however,
said so far 28 people died of the
disease and 7,500 others were
attacked during the same pe-
riod.

The worst hit areas arc
Gosherpara, Fulkucha, Mah-
mudpara, Adra unions in
Mclanda thana and Gonaritala,
Adarvita and Karoichara unions
in Matherganj thana.

The deaths were identified
as: Faiz Uddin (60) and Nasiron

Beoya (57), of Rekhirpara vil- -

lage, Mohez Uddin (60) and
Happy (7) of Gomrapara village,
Jamila Beoya (40) of Talipara
village and Tafiron ef Bir
Adiapara village in Melanda
thana.

While talking to UNB, Project
Coordinator of B K liospital at
Rekhirpara, said the situation
has aggravated as there is inad-
equate supply of oral saline and
medicine in the affected areas.

The BK Hospital, a voluntary
hospital, so far distributed
15,000 packets of oral saline
and other medicines.

Local people alleged that
treatments of patients, in the
affected areas in the two
thanas, are being hampered as
there is no supply of govern-

J

Diarrhoea has taken nerluu.ﬁ;.

amalpur

Surgeon oflice they said there is
no shortage of saline and
medicines in the Thana Health
Complexes,

The local people urged the
concerned autherities to take
necessary steps to ensure ade-
quate supply of saline and other
essential drugs in the health

complexes immediately to com-
bat the disease.

More 7 killed
in Sirajganj

Another report from
Sirajganj says: Diarrhoea clai-
med seven more lives in four
thimas ol the district in the last
24 hours raising the total num-
ber of deaths to 122 since
Ociober 1.

Official sources said more
than 400 people were attacked
by the waler-borne disease in
last 24 hours ending 6 am on
Tuesday.

Tuesday's victims were iden-
lilied as Lutla Khatun (20) of
Sadar thana, Nantu Mia (10) of
Ullapara thana, Rehana (4) and
Al Amin of Meherpur in Raiganj
thana and Ayesha Khatun (35),
Asiya, and Shephali ol Karipur
thana.

A total of 127 medical teams
hiis been working in the al-
lovted arcas to combat the dis-
ease, oflicials said. National

Youth Day was observed in the
district in a befitting manncr on
Monday

The Youth Development
Office here chalked out elabo-
rate programmes (o observe the
day. The programmes included
rally, discussion meeting and,
cultural function.

r cent is discharged as poi- " : E : : : villagers but now il. seems that ment salines and other A colourful procession wias
ﬂ{p-!:;[:l: rh;]mr-aha. riperta I;mf NATUHE:_ thtn shows that wastes are coming out of the they (villagers) are 1 nore affected medicines, also brought out in the town yn
This poisonous waste from the Jamuna distillery plant. — Star photo than being benefitt ed. When contacted the C; the occasion.
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SYLHET, Nov 3: A major
scheme has been taken up for
improvement of the 4556 cduca-
tional institutions and for sup-
ply ol flurniture 10 525 priman
schools ol lour districts ol
greater Sylhet region during the
currcnt financial year.

Taka 14 crore would be
spent for execuling the scheme,
said an official source,

The source informed this
correspondent that one class
room building will be con-
structed in each of Non-gov
ernmeni High Schools of the
thanas ol Sylhet, Moulvibazar,
[labigan] and Sunamganj dis
iricts at a cost of Taka 7 lakh
81 thousand. The total amouni
will stand at Taka 2 crore 73

lakh 36 thousand lor 35
schools.
Of the total amounl, an

amount of Taka 4 crore 41 lakh
would be spent for development
of 105 Government Primary
schools in four districts. Under
the programme, Taka 4 lakh 20
thousand would be spent for
each of the 3 government pri
mary schools in each thana
Under the scheme, another
Taka 2 crore 62 lakh 50 thou

From Our Correspondent

sand has been allocated for imi
provement ol 105 Governmet
primary schools. Taka 2 lakh
50 thousand had been kept for
each of these 3 schools in each
ol the thana, the source said,

Another 315 government
primary schools had been se
lected for development through-
out the region. Nine schools had
been included in each of the
thana while Taka 65 thousand
had been sanctioned for each of
the school. These would cosl a
total of Taka 2 crore 4 lakh 75
thousand, the source added

Bestdes, [urniture worth
about Taka 50 thousand would
be supplied to each ol the 156
primary schools in each thana
during the year. Taka 2 crore
62 lakh 50 thousand would b«
spent lor supplying these lurnt
ture to 515 schools.

Work on the schenmwe would
be started in phﬂlt‘l soon, Lhe
official source informed

Role of newsmen

in FP programme
v one-day workshop on "Tha
ruli of joumalisis in t'ﬂp;tn:ling
L family  planning pro-

grivmmes” was held at Su-
iunganj district headquarters
on Tuesday lasL.

Md Kamaluddin Ahmed,
Depuly Commissioner, Su-
naimgani formally inaugurated
the workshop which was
participated by journalists from
Habiganj, Sunamganj, Mou-
vibazar and Sylhet districts.

e Sylhet unit of Family
Planning Association ol
Bangladesh (FIPAlY) organised
the workshop. The inaugural
sussion was ]]Tt‘ﬂidi.‘d over by
Prolessor Babauddin Jakaria,
'rosident of the Sylhet unit of
the Association while it was also
addressed among olhers by
Prodessor Abul Quashem, Vice-
President ol the eentral FPAB,
Advocate DBadruddin Ahmed,

honorary Treasurer, Princtpal
Miajharul Hannan, Honerary
Assistant Secretary-General,
llumayun Kabir Khondaker,

honorary Sceretary (IEM) of the
contral eommitiee and Dr NHA

Qureshi, honorary Gencral
,r"-l-n i |.;ll'\"

Feditor of the Datly Ajker
“i lhet, lgbal Kabir read oul the
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GOPALGANJ: The local DC, Abdul Mctaleb Mia addressing a
route was made out of danger. | occasion of World Food Day.

seminar arranged here on the

— Star photo

saree

JHENIDAH, Neov 3: Failing to
get a saree from lher husband a
young housewife committed
suicide in Harlk unda thana of
the district on Sa turday, reports
UNB.

Police said, T'urjan Bibi (22)
wife of Sanwar M ondol ol village
Ibrahimpur demianded a sarce
from her husband. But her
husband refused| to give her the
same and walked out of his
house.

At this Turjan Bibi found
herselfl offended and committed
suicide by hanging from the
ceiling of her room.

A case was liled with the lo-
police.

Another rnessage from
Magura adds: A houscwile of
village Barasia in Sadar thana
allegedly commiitted suicide on
Oct 23 by takirig poison.

According to police, the vic-
tim Manjura Khatun (25) was
lecading an unhappy conjugal
life with her hushand Faridul
Islam. A case has been filed in
this connectior..
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Removal of
BNP leader
demanded

PABNA, Nov 3: District
Jattyatabadi Chhatra Dal on
Tuesday demanded removal of
the district BNP General
Secretary Advocate Shahjahan
Ali on charges ol corruption,
misuse of power and autocratic
behaviour, reports UNB.

At a press conicrence, the
JCD leaders alleged that
Advocate Shahjahan, who is
also a Public Prosecutor, took
about Taka 15 lakh from the
people as bribe aller the BNP
came Lo power,

They also threatened that
they would go for a movement
o remove him If their demand
was not met within November 7

District JCD President Sha-
ikh Tuhin, General Secretary
Mosaddeq Hossain Manju and
Organising Secretary Mahmu-
dun Nabi Shwapan were among
others present at the press
conference held at a local hotel.

When contacied, Advocate
Shahjahan, dented the allega-
vons brought against him by
the JCD.

out alarmingly

NARAIL, Nov 3: Fish disease
has broken out in an alarming
proportion in various areas of
the Kalia thana causing concern
among the consumers and
fishermen community, reports
UNB.

According to local people, the
disease broke out here a few
ycars back. At the outbreak of
Lhe disease for the second time,
the fishermen and the con-
sumers are both in great prob-
lems.

Local fishermen informed
that fish like koi, singh, puti,
magur, taki, baim, shol, gazar
and other varieties have been
atlacked by the killer disease.

Meanwhile, many people of
the locality have stopped buying
and eating fish. On the con-
trary, the fishermen community
is passing hard days at the
sudden outbreak of the discase.

Fisheries Department could
not give any protective solution
to the problem. The piacicultur-
ists are very much worried
about the spread of the discase

in ncarby arcas.

They urged the concerned
authorities to look into the mat-
ter and take neccssary sicps (o

mmETio

stop Lhe menace on an emer-
grncy basis. "

The betel leal grower s of the
district are facing mianifold
problems due to price hike of
necessary inputs like bamboo,
fertilizers, oil cakes ard pesti-
cides.

The growers allegexd that in
the absence of marke ting facili-
ties and bank loan t'ney are on
the brink of giving up, their age-
old occupation.

There "are about 2000 bciel
leal growers in this district and

‘most of them are poor. They are

to take loans from the greedy
money lenders at high rate of
interest to continug their eccu

pation.

Meanwhile, many growers
have given up the betel leal cul-
tivation due to non-availability
of bank loan on easy terms.

The growers urged the con-
cerncd authority to extend fi
nancial assistance te them 1o
boost belel leal cuhtivation In
the distreet.

Sale of rectilied spirit, Indian
phuensidyl syrup and other spu-
rious medicines has become
rampant in different places of
the disirict

~ Soil favourable for
coconut farming

BARGUNA, Nov 3: Coconul
production has declined to a
greal extent in the district due
o absence of planned planta-
tion, reperts UNB.

Local farmers said the cli
mate and soil ol the district is
highly suitable for cultivation of
this lucrative crop but this op-
portunity is not being scized
'I.lr:m due to various reasons.

Experts said coconul can be
produced in disirict in large
scale with a minimum cosl
which can help poverty allevia-
tion to a greal extent. But duc
lo lack of motivation and proper
guidance, the ignorant growers
are less interested to cultivate
the crop.

They said thousands of
green coconuts from Barisal

and other southern districis arc
being sold w0 various parts ol
the country every day. Many
familiecs are maintaining their
livelihood by cultivating the
crop.

I is felt that il the conceried
authorities lake necessary st
for planned plantation of t
crop in the district the people
will come forward the grow the
crop on commercial basis.

There also a bright prospect
to develop and promote colir in
dustry in the area out of the
remains of coconut but no step
has been taken in this regard.

Another report says : Inflated
and lake arrcar telephone bills
made the lives of subseribers in
Pat ta thana unberarable

for guite a long time.



