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Undiminishing Influence of Bench

by Neil Ray
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Cuw can perhaps ignore a chair or even a
table but hardly a bench. For many schools in
villages ol this god-forsaken land, a bench con-
tinues to remind its indispensability either by its
modest presence or by its very absence. By pres-
ence, because. it (is reckoned to be a precious
facility to enjoy and by its absence, because that
way it) never ceases 10 haunt the minds of both
the students and the teachers of those unfortu-
nate schools.

Yes, the pathetic picture brought out in sharp
contrast to the favoured city schools convinces
even the ardent supporters of the on-going edu-
cation programmes that the village schools with-
out benches and all other implements necessary
for the purpose are fighting a Josing battle
against the monster called ignorance or illiter-
acy. A bench is just a symbol.

For many however this may conjure up both
sad and relishing memories of the childhood.
How humiliating it was and still is to stand on
the bench for an unseemly offence. The teacher
orders to stand up on the bench and his student
wholeheartedly wishing the teacher's head for
wrongly accusing or pronouncing the heavy pun-
ishment for a-light offence. At least that is hew
adolescence views things. specially when the
docile class-mates of the opposite sex are enjoy-
ing the humiliation, which the corners of their
eyes do not fail to betray.

Benches have a hundred and one practical
uses in villages. In the summer, they become a
veritable bed lined one after another: And as in
classes. the [ront or best ones yield to the most
eligible competitor. Apart_ [rom their versatile

tion.
A bench
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The Leo members of Lions International Distriet 315 B 1
Bangladesh organised a blood donation programme recently on
- the occasion of World Youth Day. Minister for Fisheries and
Livestock Abdullah Al Noman was the chief guest on the

occasion. A large number of students, youths and Leo members
donated blood.
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gy Project Management
%/  Organisation
Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong

Local Tender Notice

| No. COS/Container/Materials/93-Tend  Dated: 01-11-1993

Sealed tenders are invited by the General Manager/ |
Project, Bangladesh Railway. Chittagong from bonafide |
manufacturer/supplier for supply of materials for modifica- |
tion of container wagons for Bangladesh Railway. |

12.30 PM on all ‘working days with effect from |

06.114993 from the office of the Controller of Stores/ |

Project, Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong as well as from *

the office of the Executive Engineer/ Project/Track,

Bangladesh Railway, Dhaka on e€ash payment of Tk, |

750.00 (Taka seven hundred fifty) only (Non-
| refundable).

3. Tenders addressed to General Manager/Project, |
Bangladesh Railway, Chittagong and must reach or be
dropped in the tender box placed in the Chamber of the
Controller of Stores/Project, Bangladesh Railway,
Chittagong by 11.00 AM on 27.11.1993 and will be |
opened at the- same place and the same date at
11.30 AM. Tender sent by post or any other means must
reach the above office by the same date and time
specified above, postal and any other delays shall not be |

2. Tender documents can be obtained between 9.00 AM o il
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uses in villages. the benches are left gquite a sub
stantial portion of space even, in the university —
albeit in an improved shape. But not belore com
ing out of the university does a bench really
mean so much to ones life. Young men and
women waiung
endless procession of ‘in-and-out’ of the room
that decides their fate shows how important it is
to have a room in the few benches left outside for
hundreds or even thousands of candidates

One of the TV dramas showed how the same
candidates meet again in their quest for the
‘golden dear’ that a job today is. But there was a
least the romantic relief of a young man and
woman finding in each other their match. In real
Itfe too this may happen but only rarely.
However, the competition for job is no exaggera-

anxiously for their turn in an

would have been a poor thing ‘n-
deed. had it not taken such a centre place of pol-
itics as in the British Parliament or in the sys
tem of judiciary in many countries following the
Westminster's parliamentary democracy. The
opposition and treasury benches bear the name
following the British tradition. The judges of high
court or supreme court benches decide so many
intractable disputes and even pronounce the last
words on one charged with the most bizarre
crime. And who does not know that the two
benches in parliament make laws for the nation
to follow for pursuing peace and happiness! A
bench's elevation to such a height has done one

wonderful job in that the ingrained student in
everybody learns upto the last. i

8 get German
scholarships

The German Academic

| Exchange Service (DAAD) has

awarded eight scholarships un-
der its 1994 programme to stu-
dents from Bangladesh for
graduate studies at the presti-
gious Asian Institute of Tech-
nology at Bangkok., Thailand,
says a press release.

The students will begin
Ltheir studies in January, May or
September 1994 depending on
their field of study.' The names
of the students and the aca-
demic programmes are: Mir
Zahedul Haque Khandkar
(Energy Technology)., Kazt
Zulfiqur Ali Hassan (Environ-
mental Engineering), Mesbah
Uddin Ahmed. (Environmental
Engineering,) Md Mosharraf
Hossain (Industrial Engineering
Management), Md Shamsuddin
Chowhury (Industrial Engin-
eering Management), Abdullah
Al-Mamun (Irrigation Engin-
eering & Management). Safika
Akter ( Water Resources
Engineering), Rabul Amin
(School of Management).

Seminar on
terrorism

held

RAJSHAHI. Nov 3: Speakers
at a seminar titled 'Role of
Youths In Curbing Terrorism’
held here today underscored
the need for providing voca-
tional training to the youths to
make them self-rellant, reports
BSS.

Terrorism would be con-
tained as well as our socio-eco-
nomic emancipation would be
achieved through creating job

opportunities for the youths,
they observed.

The Youth Development
Department, Rajshahi organ-
iskd the seminar as part of the
three-day, programme in gbser-
vance of National Youth Day.

Divisional Commissioner of
Rajshahi M Aminul Islam inau-
gurated the seminar.
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Britain donates
50 thousand

pound to ICDDR,B

The British High Commi-
ssioner Peter Fowler. CMG.
visited the Internatienal Cenitre
lor Diarrhoeal Discase Resear
ch. Bangladesh (ICDDR.B) and
handed over a cheque amoun -

ting 50.000 pounds sterling
te Dr Dilip

(Taka 30 lakh)
Mahalanabis, Acting Direclor of
ICDDR.B yesierday, says a
press relcase

The funds are to help

ICDDR.B clinically manage the |

unexpected increase in the
number of patients in the cen
ire's Dhaka and Matlab hospi
Lals

The epidemic |s caused by a
new strain of vibrio. the Bengal
vibrio. te which the entire
population is susceptible. The
hospitalisation rate at the
diarrhoea treatment centre in
Mohakhali has surpassed all
previous records during the
currenl epidemic season
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Dhaka Day by Day
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The US Assistant Secretary of State Ms Robin Lynn Raphel called on the Speaker of Jatiya
Sangsad Bhaikh Razzaque Ali at latter s chamber yesterday

— PI1D photo
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Make farmers aware
of benetit of crop
diversification: PM

Prime Mingster Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday asked
the party workers (0 make the
farmers aware of he benefit of
crop diversification to attain the
larget of food autarky, reports
BSS.

She was talking to the lead

ers of Naogaon district BNP led

by its president Alamgir Kabir
MP who met her at Sugandha
office yesterday night.

Begum Zia underlined the
need for strengthening the party
base at the grass-rpot level for
implementing the development
programmes initiated by the
present government. She said
the party members who were

dedicated to the upliit of the

teeming millions, should go to |
the rural people to make them |
conscious about their own de
velopmen

The Prime Minister saild the
workers should involve them
sclves in the development pro

grammes including alloresta
tion. education, family planning
and women uplift for the su«
cess of the government pro
gramimnes

Energy and Mineral Resour
ces Minister Khandker Moshar
raf Hossain, Golam Rabbani MF
and Naogaon BNFP General
Secretary Jalal Ahmed Bakul
were present, among others, or
the occasion.

UNESCO's regional
centre to be set up
in Dhaka

Education Minister Barrister
Jamiruddin Sircar yesterday
said that Bangladesh was going
Lo contest for the appointment
of extéermal auditor fer the
UNESCO.

He said that the UNESCO
Director General had principally

"agreed to set up UNESCO's re-
gional centre in Dhaka.

A total of seven nations
which included both developed
and developing countries are in
Lhe race, he told BSS on return
from Paris after attending the
27th session of the General
Conference of UNESCO.

Sircar led the six-member
Bangladesh delegation at the
conference which began in the
French capital on October 25.
The Bangladesh Education
Minister who was elected one of
the vice presidents of the con-
ference. presided over the first
working session.

Sircar, in his deliberations to
the conference. made several
proposals for the development
of education through improve-
ment of infrastructural facilities
and sought UNESCO's assis-
tance for the overall upgrading
of education sector.

Eradication of illiteracy from
the country by the turn of the
century. creation of more voca-
tional training centres and
training of teachers for both
schools and colleges were em-
phasised by the minister. He
informed the conference that
Bangladesh was implementing a

programme of offering stipends’

to girl students from six to ten
in non-urban areas and plans
lo bring all rural schools under
its fold by 1997,

The minister sought

UNESCO's assistance to supply
books, papers and other acces-
sories for the success of the
programme. As for the imple-

mentation of food for educa-
tion’ which is now confined o
one union in each district, the
minister sought UNESCO s
support so that it could bring

all poor students of the country
un:_lcr its foid.

The other proposals submit-
led included setting up of an
international centre for the de-
velgpment of science and tech-
nical education for men and
women. establishment of an
oceanographic institute and
setting up of an environment
centre.

Besides. Bangladesh also
sought UNESCO's assistance
for the preservation and devel-
opment of seven historic places
scattered in different parts of
the country. Mahasthangar.
Mainamati and Lalbagh Fort are

included in the proposal.

Referring to various reforma-
tive measures taken by the pre-
sent government for improving
the education sector. the minis
ter said literacy rate had now
shot up to 32 per cent, a rise of

ten per cent in three years. He |

said this was due (o spreading
of primary education and lower-
ing ol population growth.

‘Unnatural death
By DMCH Correspondent

Omne leather trader died an
unnatural death at the Lalbagh
in the city yesterday.

Family sources of the vietim
Habibullah, 60, however, al-
leged that he was murdered by
his business rival.

Lalbagh police was aware of
the incident but no case was
lodged. The body of the victim
was sent to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital morgue for au-

lopsy.
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Thundershowers likely

By Staff Correspondent
The sky will remain cloudy over Dhaka, Barisal, Chittagong

divisions and partly cloudy over Khulna and

Rajshahi divisions.

Light rain or thundershowers accompanied by temporary
gusty wind is likely to occur at one or two places over Dhaka.*
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Construction works
of BSCIC industrial
units to begin
by Dec
Construction works on in
dustrial units at Hoslery
industrial Estate of Bangladesh

Small and Cottage Industries
Corporation (BSCIC), at Nara

| yangan] will begin by December

reports UUNB

The decision was laken in a
meeting between Indusiries
Minister A M Zahiruddin Khan
and representatives of the
Bangladesh Hosiery Samity at
his ollice Tuesiay

The meeting resolved that al
location of plots among the in
dustrialists will begin within a
lew days and the alliotiees be al
lowed to start their factory con
struction by Decanber

State Minister for Industries
Lutfar Rahman Khan. Indus
Lnes Secretary A H M Abdul Hye
and BSCIC Charman Moniru
rraman Chowdhury were
present
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MENG HORNG SHIPPING PTE LTD
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES/ SHIPPERS

M. V. FONG SHIN V-9329 IMP. ROT. NO.871/93 WILL TAKE BERTH CHITTAGONG PORT
ON OR ABOUT 4TH NOVEMBER 1993 WITH IMPORT CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE
FROM VARIOUS DESTINATIONS AND ALSO CONTAINERS EX-STNGAPORE.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED -TO TAKE DELIVERY OF GOODS IMMEDIATELY AFTER
DISCHARGE. SURVEY APPLICATION MUST BE PRESENTED TO US WITHIN 3 DAYS OF
DISCHARGE. NO CLAIM WILL BE ENTERTAINED NOR ANY LIABILITIES ACCEPTED IN
RESPECT OF DAMAGE TO AND OR SHORT LANDINGS OF CONSIGNMENTS WHICH HAVE -
REMOVED FROM STORAGE SHED. IN EVENT OF CONSIGNEES TAKING DIRECT DELIVERY
SURVEY TO BE HELD AT SHIP'S SIDE ONLY.

CONSIGNMENTS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAYS FROM THE DATE OF UNLOADING EX THE
SHIP ARE LIABLE TO BE CONFISCATED AND AUCTIONED AS PER SEC.167(8) AND SEC.
82 RESPECTIVELY OF THE CUSTOMS ACT 1969 WITHOUT ANY FURTHER NOTICE/REFERENCE.

THE VESSEL WILL LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXP. ROT NO.B838/93 FOR SINGAPORE AND
ALSO FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO EAST/WEST COAST OF U.S., CANADA, Uv.K.,
CONTINENT, MEDT FAREAST/JAPAN AND AUSTRALIA/NEW ZEALAND PORTS.

" GENERAL AGENTS:

Moyeen suggests
establishment
of UNPA

State Minister for Planning
Dr A Moyeen Khan has called
for establishing a new body
atyledd as the United Nations
Farllamentary Assembly
[MINPA) to enirich the world boddy
through the contributions from
the public representatives of
the tountries of the globe
ports 155

re

Speaking at a forum at the |

United Nations, [Dr Khan
strongly argued for setting up
LINPA by the time the world
body celebrates Its SOh an
niversary of establishment so
that UN resolutions could he
enric hed by the contributions ol
prople s representatives. ac
cording to a message received
here Tuesday om New York

He said time has come for a
renicwed ook Into the United
Nallons which “Basically stands
lor the peoples of the world and
not necessarily for the govern-
ments ajone.”
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Dago Shering
calls on Khaleda

The visiting Bhutanese
Cultural Affairs Minister Dago
Shering called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her office in the yesterday
morning, reports UNB.

During the meeting, Begum
Zia said, good relations prevafl
among the SAARC countries
and we want to develop it fur-
ther, specially in the fields of
trade and conumerce _

The Bhutanese Minisler
meniioned the export of fruits
from Bhutan to Bangladesh.

Exchange of various delega-
tions such as cultural teams
will further strengthen the rela-
tions between the two coun-
tries. Shering said

9 Foreign Ministry

officials promoted

Nine Foreign Ministry offi-
cials In the rank of Director
have been promoted to Director
General official sources said.
Tuesday. reports [/UNB.

Four of therm — Abdullah Al
Hasan. Kazi Alzalur Rahman
Akramul Kader and Ashrafl
uddowlla — are now posted in
the country's missions abroat!
Five others are working in the
ministry They are Fl'.lﬂqur
Ahmed Khan, Jahangir Sadat,
Jamil Hlﬂﬂ Shafiullah and

Mohsin Ali Khan

Happy Birthday

Pannu»
Love Razat
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% Ilappy Birthday |
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- Olifa Aktter

~ From all Colleagues
I| Public Relations
| Titas Gas
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===\ Bangladesh Shipping Lines Ltd.

DHAKA

19/F Sena Bhaban
1‘5“1-!%#-
Tel 864546, 864547

T-Hnl : 880-2-883734

The 832105 BOSHP B, 632656 HRC BJ

CHITTAGONG
G/F Jiban Bima Bhaban

1053 Sk. Mujib Rd., Agrabad
Tek 504313, 602123, 500793

Teletax B80-31-225825

¥
:
!
.
\
|
\
)
\
}
i
\
i
¢
:
\

The 633027 BOSHP BJ, 633126 HRC BJ Tix 633302 HRC BY

Telefax: 880-41-21175
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