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When will Such
Murders Stop?

The historic, the revered, the once ‘Oxford of the

East', our beloved Dhaka University, is once again
the site of gangsterism and brutal murder. In broad

daylight. a group of armed youth, searched out
their target, chased him with guns blasting,

through the crowded corridors of the administrative-

building of the university, pursued him from one
officer-filled room to another, and finally shot him
down in close range, hitting two other inrocent
people in the process. Who are these gangsters?
Are they the run of the mill criminals out to rob or
hold-up the university cashier?

No, they are members of the ruling BNP's stu-
dent wing -- the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD).
The murdered student, Jinnatul Islam was the
drama secretary of the JCD. The group that killed
him allegedly belonged to a rival faction, and the
dispute leading to the ‘execution’ was about a ten-
der for some university construction work. Reports
so far published speak of a rivalry between the two
factions regarding sphere of influence, protection
money, extortion booty and the future election of
the Dhaka University unit of the student party.

The incident reveals the worst of how degenerate
our student politics has become. The bullet that
pierced through the throat of the JCD leader, also
bore a big hole — far bigger than the ruling party is
apt to realise and. far less, admit — in the govern-
ment's claim about containing terrorism in the
campuses. Monday's murder reveals, as nothing
‘before, the government failure in providing security
of life for our students. The bottomline apparently
is that in our universities. the difference between
terror and peace, between being mindlessly mur-
dered or staying alive, is not the presence or abse-
nce of police but the mere wish, or the temperamen-
tal whim of a killer — who can as well be for hire.

The point to be made is why has our police force
and number of intelligence services failed to collec-
tively root out terrorists from the campus? Is the
task so difficult that the full authority and power
of a national government cannot handle it? Are we
to understand that for all the tax we pay and the
law enforcing bodies we maintain, the simple right
to life, the most fundamental of them all, cannot be
guaranteed? The answers lies elsewhere. On nu-
merous occasions veteran police officials confirmed

"to the press that all this can be solved if only the
right signal comes from the power that be. But
what signals do we receive? An election victory of
JCD, in some obscure student union of a far away
college, brings the victors straight into the Prime
Minister's Shugandha office. There these so-called
students leaders are personally welcomed by the
head of our government, and the whole nation has
to watch in the so-called ‘'new’ programme. The
same scene is repeated in the house of the Leader
of the Opposition. Only that we are spared the TV-

- ¢ have warned our political leaders, especially

the government, not to attach a disproportionate -

amount of importance to student politics. Govern-
resu nfl&qiﬁhﬁ'at}llgﬁf rsnltlﬂrﬁgrq seerljg 'tﬁéu]:lrg.%‘ﬁa
credibility about being serious in eliminating cam-

pus violence stands shattered.

Today, one university after another, have fallen
victims to terrorists. In Rajshahi, in Chittagong,
and now Dhaka, the most barbaric acts of slaugh-
ter and killing have taken place. How many of the
guilty ones have been arrested so far? Why and
how, can these killers roam free and with inpunity?
The government must realise that it is the biggest
loser when law and order fails. For it is the gov-

ernment’s credibility that becomes questionable.
- There is still time. Gove ent should come
down against campus terror with eve they
have got. But the approach must be fair and non-

partisan. That may have been the cause of the fail-

ure of their previous ‘drives’.
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Tribute to Fellini

Federico ni, cinema’s neorealism is no
more. His death on Sunday at the considerably ri
age of 73 has robbed the world cinema of one of the
tuweﬁl:ﬁlgersnnalmea who have immensely en-
riched: popular creative art. The master Italian
director however did not have film-making as his
first love. But once in the business, it was an un-
wave life-long consummation for him. His as-
sociation with Roberto Rossellini, another famed
Italian director, in fact marked the point in
his life. His contribution to Rossellini’'s Roma Citta
Aperta (Open City) in 1945 and Paisa (Paisan) in
1946 made such an impression on Italian films in

particular and the world films in general that the -

concept of film suddenly remained no more the
same.

From that point Fellini never had to look back,
although two more films — one he codirected and
coproduced with another widely-known Italian di-
rector Alberto Lattuada and the other he directed
independently for the first time — did not bring in
much of a financial reward. With the release of I
Vitelloni was Fellini actually awash with acclaims.
Not surpﬁsinglz, many cinema critics still consider
this 1958 film his masterpiece. Like all master cre-
ators, this Italian director continually transcended
himself through experiments and introduction of
new elements. In doing so he had to invent a world
. largely his own and a age fitting that world.

is a world of dream, reality and fantasy all
juxtaposed and even blended to replace each other
with the effect of producing a new me in the
known reality. His childhood and adolescence have
time and again had a nostalgic reconstruction in
his films ‘and even he drew profusely from the lives
of his acquaintances — such as actor Aldo Fabrizi
— in the stardom. Clearly, he has broken him in
many bits and pieces to explore the inner riches for
presenting them to the entertainment world of cin-
ema. Starting with neorealism, after a brief lapse in
repetition, he found his right medium of expression
in imagery and fantasy. His departure from tradi- -
‘tional techniques of had its most satis-
fying resuits in weaving dream and reali% autobi-
ography and fantasy in a world of bols.

Not surprisingly, recognition to this film maestro
came one after another. With four O under his
belt for La Strada (The Road), Le Nntg Di Cabiria
(The Nights of Cabiria), Otto E Mezzo (83 and
Amarcord (I Remember) and a special Ostar in
1993 for his lifetime achievement, Fellini will'be
ever remembered by film lovers the world over.
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NY fight or strugigle,
when collapses, brings
in its wake frustration.
There is demoralisatidbn and a
sense of defeat. The sullen
mood, which has engripped
many Stkhs, is understandable

because they are back y
one in b: no demand has
been met. Their added

rievance Is also justified
ause no action has been
taken against the gulity of the
October 31-Nove 3, 1984
carnage when, to quote an offi-
ml ¥ !.m Hkh. wWere
killed in Delhi alone in the wake
of prime minister Indira
hi's assassination.

The Stkhs are equally justi-
fied in fault with their
leadership, which either com-
promised with the militancy or
caved in before it. But that s
part of the story. One other part
is the confusion In their own
minds. They have been riding

at the same time,
they did not chal-
those who were out
the country’s integrity
because uz appeared articu-
lating their They mis-
took the crisis of identity that

i

True, the Congress drove
them to the wall. It misrepre-
sented them and did not con-
cede even demands like an eq-

uitable share in rivers of Punjab
and the Iintegration of
C and the Punjabi-

speaking areas with the state.
But that was the failing of a
political party or the leader who
headed it, not that of a country
against which they came to
raise the standard of revolt.

A party or a leader ran be

parties and leaders. The
Congress is responsible for the
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Way to Strengthen Peace in Punjab

W
One should understand that the Hindus and the Sikhs in Punjab have to live together in amity. The
two communities are so interspersed in this region that no formula éan be a real substitute for

communal harmony.

mistakes it has commitied, but
not the country. Indira was
once made synonymeus with
india but people asserted
themselves 10 reject her and her
autheritarian rule, just as the
Sikhs have now asserted them-
sclves to denounce the mili-
tancy and their perpetrators.
Why the Akalis, who have
represented the Sikhs' voice,
triu in the past? They
worn dispute of the Sisgan|
Curdwarm in Lahore before par-
tition and the Punjabi Suba afl-
ter partition, although the
States Reorganisation Comm-

denuind i Sl sedaisc ey
had abjured violence. They did
not vitiate methods for their
end. Their peaceful and non-
violent agitations won the

w:m'l hearts and admiration.
were jorved

. 1o give in because of the Stkhs

forbearance and stamina to stay
peaceful despite provecation
Once some among them took to
the gun, it was an uprising. The

people, too, turned agains!

them, particularly when what
they demanded would have led
to the vivisection of India. As
long as the Anandpur Sahib
resolution spoke of decentrali-
sation of power, it was a lopi of

‘debates. But it lost its sheen

when some talked of Khalistan
in the same breath.

In faet, the memorandum
submitted by the CPI[M) gov
ernment in West Bengal to the
Janata regime in* 1977 favoured
far more autonomy to the states
than the Anandpur Sahib reso-
lution did. But the rub came
when some took used (o arms

in the name of the resolution
and went on to the de-
mand into autonomous Sikh
state. This cast a shadow on
other demands as well.

There is no. doubt that there
were two parallel thoughts
among the Akalls, Harchand

Longowal following a
| ine and Jarnail Singh
Bhindranwale a militant one.
But the moderate, represenied
by Longowal, gave in to the

hawks. Longowal, compromised

find an opportunity to resume
support to violence. This is no

longer an ethnical doctrine bul
a practical pro-position. The
militants, however motivated,
cannot take on the country and
its might.

The Sikhs want to preserve
their identity is understandable
and any efiort to dilute it is pal-
pably wrong. But it does not
mean the burning of the Indian
consiilution, which the nation
respects. Nor does it mean the

- BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

when in one of the Akali reso-
lutions he deleted words like
‘Hindu -Stkh unity’ at the insis-
tence of Bhindranwale. But the
difference in their opinion and
approach was clear from the
remarks the two would make
about each other: Longowal
characterised the living quar
ters of Bhindranwale as
‘Chambal Di Ghatt' (the ravines
of Chambal where dacoits tike
refuge), and Bhindranwalc
would refer to Longowal's lodg-
ings as ‘Gandhi Niwas,

Today the violence has lost
Punjab is peaceful. But if some
people continue to have faith in
vioclence, the peace remains
threatened and the post-nor-
malcy process does not begin.
The Akalis must change their
approach, particularly those
who are lying low till they can

killing of Hindus, which was
conisiddered a way to drive them
aw iy from Punjab and to attract
the Sikhs, suffering from the
retaliation, from outside. The
[Vinidus and Sikhs, inter-related
and inter-dependent, did not
quarrel even at the height of
teiston. But a perceptible
di~tinwe was felt during the last
dev ade or so, It was against the
gradn of Punjab, its cthos and
i1 compulsfons, But there it
L e

O should understand that
the Hindus and the Sikhs in
I"injab have to live together in
ainity. The two communities are
s interspersed in this region
Iheit no formula can be a real
substitute for communal har-
mony. To base a decision re-
et dding the future of this area
on 1he assumption that the

Hindus and Sikhs are destined
w drift apart will be both
wlv risighted and unwarranted.

When the first killing of
Ilindas in a bus near Amritsar
ook p!ﬂl‘.t, Prakash wl

Badal went to Longowal to re-
guest him o suspend H‘HJ
tation. It was the old 8
who was a cynosure of beth
Hindus and Stkhs. But the new
onc wenl 1o the Bhog cere-
monies of those who perpe-
irated cold-bloed murders and
kept quict in the face of growing
cormmunal divide,

That the government is to
bliime goes without saying. It
hiis dragged its feet on the de-
minds which may have been
ariiculated by the Sikhs but are
in the interest of all ;
The people have been able to
il rid of militants by cooperat-
in¢ with the authorities in spot-
ting them out and’ fighting
them. But have not been
able to get the police off thelr
bivks., Their zulm as wcll as
corruption remains unabaled;
nor is there any let up in their
nwihods of repression and ex-
tor thon,

in defeat there is defllance
el in victory, magnanimity.
1his Churchillian approach can
Il the wounds and get the
Sikhs out of depression. But
Prime Minister Narasimha Rao
gous on changing his stance on
Punjab, Once he said that the
pikage on the state was about
to be un ped; then he said
it was only a matter of days and

_how he does not even talk about

it
Whitever the package, at
leaist Lhe latest report on the
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- ANC Trains 200,000 to Help Fight the Elections

HE strategy worked out
by Nelson Mandela's
African National Con-

- gress to fight the April 27 1994

election of a Constituent

Assembly in South Africa aims,

with chosen allies, at winning a
two-thirds majority.

A confidential internal doc-
ument detailing organising
plans and political objectives
says such a majority is needed
to achieve "a non-racial, non-
sexist democracy in ... a peace-
ful, prosperous South Africa”

where all its people can look,

forward to a better life.

For the mammoth tasks of
educating the country's black
millions and building an effec-
tive campaigning infrastructure
the docu estimates a bud-
get of more
rands.

Fund-raising has begun na-
tionally and internationally. So,
too, have preparations for locat-
ing, reaching, registering and
explaining to South Africa's 18
million, eligible black voters the
complexities of secret balloting.

The document, with detailed
and diagram supplements, was
produced in a series of ANC-or-
ganised workshops. A key per-
sonality orchestrating the
muliti-faceted operation has
been Popo Molefe.

The strategy mapped out
that could be adjusted in the
country’s volatile circumstances
has been approved by the ANC
national executive.

The ANC papers show that:

e Up to 200,000 ANC ac-
tivists and volunteers are being
trained for deployment in the

~ far reaches of the country to

find and educate eligible black
voters. About nine million of
these are described as illiterate.
They speak a variety of lan-
guages.

®* A network of 100 zonal of-
fices with regional and local
branches is being built and
needs to be furnished and
equipped with phones, faxes
and computers. They are to be
supervised by a national man-

an 137 million

by Arthur Gavshon

The massive task of organising the African National Congress to fight the first one-one-vote election
in South Africa in eight months’ time is underway. Some 200,000 people are being trained to find
and educate the millions of non-whites who have never had the vote before. Gemini News Service
reports on how the ANC is develqping its strategy for the campaign.

South Africa: 9 voting regions

First one-person-one-vote elections will take place in Scuth
Africa on April 27 1994, They will be for 400-member constituent
assembly under a new government of national unity. Assembly
will draft and adopt new constitution

Most white voters are in
PWV Bophuthatswana (43 18%)
Westlern Cape (16.14%)

Matal Transker (11.6%:)

Voters: 18 million non-whites, 4 million whites

agement team, with 2,700
trained administrators. These
administrators will direct field-
work, organise research, ar-
range rallies, marches, -music,
even food for the campaigners.

® A transport system is being

organised, with all manner of

vehicles from a minimum of 20Q
cars to bicycles able to reach

_remote constituents in areas

with impassable or nonexistent
roads.

- ® A security structure is be-
ing created to ensure the safety
of organisers, canvassers, pub-
lic speakers and voters them-
selves, especially during elec-

‘tion week. The ANC paper as-

serts the palice cannot provide
adequate security because they
have often displayed either an
inability or an unwillingness to
intervene in violent situations,

Introducing the main ele-
ments of ANC strategic needs,
the document contrasts the rel-
ative capabilities of the ANC
and the ruling National Party
with its grip on the levers of
state power.

It says: "The National Party
is extremely experienced in
election work, controls the ma-

jor media and is already prepar-

ing for an election.
“It is well o ised and is
starting on its drive to appeal to

and beat,

e S ———— e L Esc— =

black voters The ANC is not
effectively organised, particu-
larly for an election. It has been
undermined by the violence, it
has limited funds and has not
even started the race yet....” .

The ANC pin-points other
problems:

‘& [t will have to carry the
burden of voter education
“simply because it will not be in
the white National Party gov-

ernment's interest to have the .

vast majority of black people
éully educated to both register

and vote effectively because the
majority of black voters are un-
likely to vote for it.”

¢ Even with changes in the
control of the electronic media
their operations “will still gen-
erally be managed by people
oriented toward supporting the
white government.” Accordingly,
the ANC will need to spend
huge sums on media advertis-
ing “to counter government

propaganda and influence.”

¢ The ANC’'s black con-
stituency is poor and canmot
contribute to campaign funding.
In contrast, the National Party
can count on the backing of af-
fluent whites. :

® Violence has limited ANC
freedom to set up branches and
to campaign in many areas of
South Africa. To overcome this
organisational backlog the ANC
will need big amounts of money.

Among the multiplicity of
challenges the ANC has to meet
the document
stresses that it is all-important
to recognise the structure and
composition of the electorate. It
says: “... the electorate are not
just individuals but are best
understood as groups of people
that are influenced by their par-
ticipation in a political organi-

s o

sation, a community, cultural,
religious, sporting professional
organisations; they are better
understood on the basis of the
sector, region, class, ethnic
group or language group they
belong to.”

The document sets out to
illustrate this by listing some of
the country’'s existing political
parties and other organised
fo ns. A complex picture

and shows: 1~ "1 17

® There are at least 24 politi-
cal parties, ranging from the
ANC to a group which goes un-
der the title Nic-Tic.

® Among organised forma-
tions are the civics, hostel
dwellers’ associations and
homeless people's organisa-
tions. :

* Among labour unions, in-
cluding the Ilargest, the
Congress of South African
Trade Unions (COSATU), are 2.2
million members.

* Around 20 million people
of all ages belong to 34 main

church and religious groupings.
® Thousands of sporting or-

‘ganisations exist.

® Other groups to be targeted
include burial societies, the Gay
and Lesbian Movement, 10,000
non- organisations
in welfare work, urban
and rural education, women
and youth association, business
societies, chambers of com-
merce and students and
teacher’s associations.

The breakdown of the elec-

torate into widely disparate .

groupings goes further. It shows
that there are slightly more

women than men in the overall

22 million strong electorate;

and also that nearly six million
voters live in rural areas.
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Letters for pubﬁadtlbu in these columns should be

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

| are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts. |

Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’s real name, signature and

address.

Jamuna Bridge or
Brahmaputra
barrage?

Sir, Just at a time when we
are to start the construc-
tion work of the much needed
and much awaited Jamuna
Bridge some vested quarters are

rumours and creating
chaos and confusion in the
minds of thé people to the effect
that due to erosion of the river
Jamuna the original 4.8 km
length of Jamuna Bridge is
needed to be expanded by an-
other 500 metres; the estimated
cost of the bridge of US$690
million is likely to be escalated
to US$800 million; the bridge
would not be economically fea-
sible and so and so; and instead
of the Jamuna Bridge if a
Brahmaputra Barrage is con-
structed at a cost of US$800
million it would be more benefi-
cial and advantageous.

To our great astonishment
why are we hearing all these
now and why the Jamuna

Bridge Authority is keeping
mum? :

We strongly feel that
Jamuna Bridge Project is more
an economic matter than a po-
litical issue. We would therefore
request our scientists, engi-
neers, geologists, hydrologists,
economists and above all our
government to kindly clarify the
matter once for all without fur-
ther loss of time.

O H Kabir
Dhaka- 1203

BTV news

Sir, The good news about
BTV Is that its news room is
being computerised, under the
ABU Technical Assistance pro-
gramme. The sad news is that
BTV is not making much use of
another ABU service, namely,
the Asiavision or AVN daily
television news exchange ser-
vice shared by the ABU member
broadcasting organisations in
the Asia-Pacific region.

o o ———

It is so easy to)
gional news of the day. All AVN

items are supposed to bewn

screened with the AVN logo in

 the corner, to enable the view-

ers to locate the source of the
news item. In fact all sources
should be indicated for ac-
knowledged, as per professional
practice. On a reciprocal basis.
all BTV items fed to AVN for dis-
tribution worldwide should
carry the BTV logo for interna-
tional publicity.

The grievance of the BTV lis-
teners is in the choice or selec-
tion of the news items. There is
much scope for professional
improvement, depending on
policy. There is an easy test: a
foreign viewer watching the BTV
news should not be able to tell
that BTV is controlled by the
government! Will BTV take up
this challenge, in view of the se-
vere competition it is facing?

A Mawaz
Dhaka

In case of another
Indo-Pak war

Sir, | read the news item

"shortage of military spares ....

Indian army is in a vulnerable

position” published on 28.09.93
in your paper with keen interest
and I felt very scared. Now it is
more or less known that
Pakistan has three atom bombs

get the re- -

" atom bomb on the very
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and can produce another 4/5
whereas India has 23 atom

bombs and can produce an-

other 20/22. With the change
in international scenario and
specially improvement in Indo-
Chinese relations, India has al-

ready shifted a major concen-

tration of from Chinese

border to Pak-border or. kept
ready to encounter Pakistan,
whenever needed. Just after
resignation, President Ishaque
Khan openly admitted that

Indian was seven times
stronger than Pakistan Army
and only due to Pakistan's at-

taining atomic bomb capability,
India had refrained from attack-

ing Pakistan atleast on two oc-

casions. It is also been said that
in case of a 4th round war be-

tween India and Pakistan,

Pakistan may use atomic bomb
on the very first day as Pakistan
now feels that it can hardly
stand 15 days against Indian
Army. These are seemingly well
known to India and it will also
retaliate or may start using
first
day. The result of the fourth
round, if at all it happens so,
can be easily imagined. The
news of shortage of military
spares, tanks, fighting vehicles
etc. etc. in the Indian Army ap-
parently confirms the option of
the Indian Army to use atomic
bomb on the very first day. It
seems their necessity of con-

ventional weapons has been
largely reduced, as India is not

-at all desperate to get spare

parts etc.
‘Indirectly we are also bound

to be affected. We only hope
good sense prevail among the
leadership of Pakistan and
India.

Md Nurul Islam :
New Eskaton Road, Dhaka

S M Ali

Sir, Perhaps it was because
I was so shocked to hear the
news of Mr. S. M. Ali's death
that I had even forgotten to
mention Founder Editor, The
Daily Star, after his name in
my quickly written letter of
condolence which | despatched
immediately after his démise. -

S50 The Dally Star was his
golden dream and he had in-
deed done it in reality. 'Star’ is
now a much-read, well-circu-
lated newspaper of this country,
S.M. Ali had applied his talents
to make The Daily Star a type of
modern newspaper for perpetu-
ating objective journalism.

Being a reader of The Daily
Star and an admirer of its Late
Founder Editor S.M. Ali, | wou-
Id honestly wish this paper’s
uninterrupted and meaningful
publication.

I wish a long life for The
Dally Star and pray for its con-

In line with general ANC
policy, the document says Lhe
alm must be to broaden “the
democratic movement and max-
Iimise the unity”™ of anti-
apartheid forces. But a caveat
lays down that “the need to win
at all costs should not require
us fo win at any price and
therefore (there is) the need to

preserve our principles.”

Faced then with the chal-
lenge of moulding with a com-
bination of forces ready to work
with the ANC on a shared
political platform the study
defined various options
examined.

One was that the ANC
should fight the election on its

TR T I Y
. |

A second option was that the
ANC and South African
Communist Party (SACP)
should stand together. This too
was turned down because the

ANC would find itself
"defending the alliance with the
SACP.”

The third choice — the ANC
and Communist Party
with the Patriotic Frunwm
(PF) was deemed to broad be-
cause some PF elements lacked
credibility.

The next option of an ANC-
CP alliance in bilateral pacts
with chosen partners was also
rejected because it would leave
independent third parties free
to destabilise the ANC and pro-
duce complicated compromises.

The fifth and final optio
favoured by the ANC leadership
was spelt out thus: “The ANC
plus (CP) Alliance plus selected
other forces or individuals
based on the ANC lead cam-
Exchange rate 1$= 3.34

rands

ARTHUR GAVSHON is a
diplomatic correspondent who
has worked in Africa, Europe
and the US. He freelances for
the ‘Weekly Mail’, Johannes-

tinued prosperity and success.

Though belated, | extend my

heartiest sympathy to all in the
Star on the sad demise of
their friendly Editor, S.M.All.

'M.Zahidul Haque

Assistant Prgfessor,
Bangladesh Agricultural In-
stitute . Dhaka-1207.

II

Sir, Despite my best efforts |
regret my inability to be physi-
cally present to pay my pro-
found tributes to the memory of ,
Mr S M All. | used to draw my in-
spirations from his editorials,
columns like My World and At
Home and Abroad. Especially
the one pertaining to the
Ekushey Padak proved his
magnanimous and uncompro-
mising character. Undoubtedly,
a titan par excellence in the
field of journalism. May Allah
Pak guide The daily Star to earn
many more laurels so as to
eternally remain as a monu-
ment in memory of this great
soul.

My condolences to all ranks
in The Daily Star. May Allah
Pak grant all the bereaved
members of his family with
strength to bear this irreparable
loss and may his soul rest in
eternal peace .

Salahuddin Jamal
East Firozshah, Chittagong



