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Condition for resuming ties, aid

apology

TUNIS, Oct 26: Saudi Arabia
has demanded a public apology
from PLO Chief Yasser Arafat as
a condition for the normalisa-
tion of ties and resumption of
aid to the Palestinians. diple-
mats said here today. reports
AFP.

King Fahd set the condition
in response to mediation efforts
by Egyptian president Hosni
Mubarak, who has been trying
to patch up relations between
the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation and Gulf states.

Relations were soured by
Palestinian support for Iragi
president Saddam Hussein du-
ring the Gulf crisis from August
1990 to February 1991,

Saudi Arabla, along with
other Gulf states, suspended
ald to the PLO in retaliation for
its pro-lraqi stance after
Baghdad troops overran
Kuwait,

The United Arab Emirates
and Qatar have shown signs of
a rapprochement with the PLO
since the signing of the Israeli
PLO peace accord on September
13. but Saudi Arabia, which
welcomed the limited autonomy
deal has not yet followed suit.

Meanwhile. Palestinjans
spoke bitterly today of the pace
and scope of Israel's release of
prisoners under the autonomy
deal saying the freeing of 600
s0 far went nowhere near far

Riyadh demands public
from Arafat

Israel has freed 617
Palestinians from the occupied
territories since Monday, in an
operation which continued
through the night. a military
spokesman said. The group was
made up of prisoners aged un-
der 18 or over 50, women or the
sick.

“We were expecting more re-
leases. This number does not
even meet our minimum de-
mands,” said Suflan Abu Zayda
spokesman for the PLO office in
Gaza He urged Israel. which
holds a total of 12,000 Pales-
tinians, to "empty its prisons.”

Parliamentary body
goes to Ctg Oct 31

By Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 26: A
three-member parliamentary
sub-committee is expected to
arrive in Chittagong on October
31 to launch an investigation
into the Bangladesh Petroleum
Corporation and its subsidiary
oil companies about their func-
tioning. official sources here
sald. The sub-committee
headed by Abu Taher MP is
scheduled to complete the
probe by November 2, the
sources added. The other two
members of the committee are
Aziful Hoque Mollah MP and A
K M Jahangir MP.

BNP standing body
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tours abroad— one to USA to
address the UN General
Assembly and another to
Cyprus for the Commonwealth
Summit this month. This fact
has also prevented the an-
nouncement of the various
party commitiees,

The source, a senior minis-
ler. said the names of the new
standing committee members
would be announced at the
meeting.

Three posts of the 15-
member committee have re-
mained vacant while another
three members are likely to be
dropped.

The existing standing
committee members are: Be-
gum Khaleda Zia. Law Minister
Mirza Golam Haflz, Deputy
Leader of the House Prof.
Badruddoza Chowdhury, Secre-
tary 1 Abdus Salam Ta-
lukder, Trrigation Minister M
Majid-ul-Huq, Foreign Minister
ASM Mostafizur Rahman. Fi-
nance Minister M Saifur
Rahman, Communications Mi-
nister Oil Ahmed. Abdul Baten,
RA Gani, Emran Ali Sarker and
chief whip Khandaker Delwar
Hossain.

Information Minister Ba-
rrister Nazmul Huda, Energy
Minister Dr. Khandaker Mo-
sharraf Hossain, Works Minis-
ter Barrister Rafiqul Islam

Miah, Telecommunication Mi-
nister Tariqul Islam. and
Chowdhuyry Tanbir Ahmed
Siddiky are expected to be
included in the reconstituted
standing committee.

The source said announce-
ment of the central executive
committee, which has been
expanded to 251 from 185,
will be made |later.

Myanmar may allow
UNHCR to supervise
Rohingyas’ return

Myanmar is close to signing
an agreement with the United
Natiops High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNHCR) allowing the
UN relief agency to supervise on
its territory the repatriation of
the Rohingya refugees from
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

Diplomatic sources in Dhaka
said the agreement is expected
to be initialled in the first week
of November during a planned
visit by UNHCR Director Warren
Baltter to Yangon.

The sources indicated that
hectic parleys were on to thrash
out the planned accord that is
expected to speed up the pro-
cess of repatriation of tens of
thousands of the Myanmar
Muslims sheltered in squalid
camps in south-eastern Bang-
ladesh for more than two years.

SC recommendations
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stitution state : "The control
(including the power of posting,
promotion and grant of leave)
and discipline of persons em-
ploved in the judicial service
and magistrates exercising ju-
dicial functions shall vest in the
(President) ( and shall be exer-
cised by him in consultation
with the Supreme Court)."

According to the informed
source, the government over-
looked a Supreme Court rec-
ommendation relatling to the
promotion of two sub-judges
earlier last year.

In May 1992 the full court of
the High Court division,
consisting of all sitting judges
and presided over by the Chief
Justice, recommended that the
two sub-judges be included in a
panel approved earlier. The
names of the two sub-judges
were not included in the origi-
nal panel of promotees for-
warded by the Law Ministry,
but the full court recommended
their promotion after scrutiniz-
ing the service records, the
source added.

Later. the full court again
reaffirmed its decision recom-
mending promotion of the two
sub-judges.

Yet the Law Ministry, he
said, did not even include the
two candidates for promotion in

. the subsequent nels that
‘were prepared and even went

on to promote a junior sub-

Judge.

| In August this year 'the
Supreme Court sought a clarifi-

. cation from the government re-
garding the pfomotion -of the
two sub-judges. The Law
Ministry is yet ta provide any
clarification on the matter, the
source pointed out.

However, the Law Ministry
source, who requested anon-
ymity, noted that the President
:.]l:cnmd de the promotion g

two sub-judges on speci
grounds after scrutinizing
annual confidential reports

(ACR).

their

The President's Secretariat
asked for the ACRs which con-
tained specific allegations
against the two sub-judges, he
added.

In another instance, the in-
formed source said. the gov-
ernment turned down a
Supreme Court recommenda-
tion regarding the posting of a
district judge.

In July last, the Law
Ministry had forwarded a panel
of two judges for posting as the
district judge in Dhaka after the
previous judge went on retire-
ment. '

However, the Supreme
Court, the source said, recom-
mended a third judge for the
post as the best candidate’ but
the government went on to ap-
point one of the two originally
selected judges for the post, he
added.

The Law Ministry source,
however, pointed out that the
candidate recommended by the
Supreme Court was earHer
posted in Dhaka a number of
times and one of his close rela-
tives was'a practising lawyer at
the Dhaka Bar.

The candidate recommended
by the Supreme Court was not
considered for the post on these
grounds, as per the existing of-
ficial guidelines, he added.

On the issue of magistrates
performing judicial duties, the
Law Ministry source acknowl-
edged that until recently
no consultation was held at all
with the Supreme Court. Noting
that the magistrates are under
the Ministry of Establishment,
he said that after repeated re-
quests to comply with the con-
stitutional requirements the
ministry only recently agreed to
consult, through the Law
Ministry, the Supreme Court
regarding disciplinary matters
against magistrates discharging
judicial duties. But no consul-
tation takes place with' the
Supreme Court relating to their
appointment, posting and pro-
motion, he confirmed.
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occasion of the leader's 120th birth anniversary yesterday.

Sher-e-Bangla’s
birthday

observed

The 120th birth anniversary
of Sher-e-Bangla A K Fazlul
Huq was observed yesterday,
reports UNB.

Different socio-cultural or-
ganisations held various pro-
grammes, ineluding Quran kh-
wani, milad mahfil, discussion
and placing of wreaths at the
mazar of the late leader.

The Sher-e-Bangla Jatiya
Smrity Sangsad and the Bang-
ladesh Baktrita Gabeshana
Kendra jointly organised Quran
khwani, milad mahfil and a
discussion at the mazar pre-
mises. The programmes of the
two organisations began at 7
am by placing wreaths at the
mazar of the Sher-e-Bangla.

Chief Election Commissioner
Justice Mohammad Abdur Rouf
attended the discussion as chief
guest while former Minister M
Matiur Rahman presided.

Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion President Kazi Golam
Mahbub, Advocate Gaziul Huq,
UNB Chairman Amanullah
Khan, Nur-e-Alam, Dr Ashraf
Siddiqui, Principal Dr Maliha
Khatun, Dr Khaleda Salah-
uddin, Nurul Huq Majumder
and Advocate Mujibur Rahman
also spoke on the occasion.

Leaders and workers of the
Krishak Sramik Party placed
wreath at the mazar of the
Sher-e-Bangla in the morning.
The party later organised a dis-
cussion at its office premises

1 with party Chairman ASM

Solaiman in the chair.

JU Syndicate

meet adjourned

By JU Correspondent

The Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity Syndicate which went into
a session yesterday to clamp a
code of conduct on the students
adjourned its meeting until
October 30.

Headed by its president Vice
Chancellor Prof Abul Hossain,
the JU Syndicate is likely to im-
pose a l4-point list of dos-and-
don’ts on the students that in-
cludes a temporary ban on
campus politics.

The proposed code of con-
duct also suggests closing the
gates of the male residential
dormitories by 10pm and at
dusk for the girls' dormitories.
Processions in the academic
buildings will be forbidden.
Processionists must also obtain
prior permission from the
Proctor.

Cultural programmes on the
campus in the evenings will
also be prohibited.

Meanwhile, the postponed
admission in the first year hon-
ours classes of the 1992-93
academic year began yesterday.
Candidates from the merit list
collected their admission forms
from respective departments

| yesterday, momentarily b

life back to the hitherto silent
campus.

The admission process was
posiponed on July 29 following
a violent attack on teachers.
Since then, the institution was
closed sine die.

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD) brought out a pro-
cession on the campus to greet
the freshers. chanting slogans
against terrorism. |

Diarrhoea
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the last seven days. .

The Civil Surgeon of the
district told UNB that 90 medi-
cal teams were working in the
affected areas round the clock.

But treatment of the patients
was being hampered in Sadhr
Hospital for the last two days
for want of oral-salife in Sadar
Hospital. '

Another report from Bogra
says three more people died of
diarrhoea on Monday in Dhunat
thana of the district, raising the
death toll to 36 during last
three weeks.

Diarrhoea broke out in
Dhunat last month and it has

| now been spreading fast to

other thanas of the district. -4

Some 400 more people were
attacked by the disease yester-
day raising the number of peo-
ple attacked to 5,400,

The worst affected thanas
are: Dhunat, Sherpur, Shib-
ganj, Sonatala, Sariakandi,
Adamdighi, Nandigram, Kaha-
loo and Dhupchachia.

mazar of A K Fazlul Huq on the

— Star photo

Tk 1070 cr okayed for 5

gas, 2 other projects

The Executive Committee of
the National Economic Council
(ECNEC) approved seven pro-
jects at a cost of Taka 1070
crore including a foreign ex-
change component of taka 531
crore to be undertaken by the
Energy. Irrigation and Agri-
culture ministries, reports BSS.

The approval was given at a
meeting of the ECNEC held here
yesterday with Finance Minister
M Saifur Rahman in the chair.

Out of the seven projects,
five will be undertaken by the
Energy and Mineral Resources
Ministry which included Feni
2nd Gaswell Drilling and De-
velopment Project, the Titas and
Habigan] Gas Field Develop-
ment Project. the Third Titas,
Third Bakhrabad and Third
Jalalabad Natural Gas Deve-
lopment Projects.

The Feni Gas Drilling Project
Is aimed at extraction of an-
other 70 million cubic feet of
gas which will be transmitted to
Chittagong area and the Kama-
fulli Urea Fertilizer Company
through the Bakhrabad-Chitta-
gong Transmission Line.

The Titas and Habiganj Gas
Fields Development Project is
designed to drill three gas wells
in Titas area and four in
Habiganj area. The project also
included setting up of four gas
processing plants two each in
Titas and Habiganj areas.

The third Titas natural gas
development project is aimed at
setting up of gas pipe lines from

Hazratbal
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He criticized the government
of Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto for what he called its
“insufficient” efforts in support
of the Kashmiris struggling for
their "right to self-determina-
tion."”

Sharif urged his partymen to
participate in a protest rally
planned in Rawalpindi tomor-
row by the government of the
Pakistan-controlled northern
thrid of Kashmir.

In Srinagar, people raced
through the streets buying food
on Tuesday as Indian forces
lifted an 11-day-old curfew for a
few hours in many areas of the
city.

Political leaders had urged
the people to hold a one-day
hunger strike in support of the
militants and civillans who have
been trapped inside Kashmir's
holiest shrine since Oct. 15.

But it was not possible to tell
whether the people would do
that after buying fruit and veg-
etables on street corners. Many
stores remained closed in a pro-
militant strike.

No breakthrough was re-
ported Tuesday in negotiations
between government officials
and the rebels in Hazratbal
mosque. But Mehmood-ur-
Rahman, a top government offi-
clal in Jammu-Kashmir state,
said the militants now appear
‘willing to see reason.” '

Monohardl to Narshingdi 1o
transmit 150 million cubic leet
of gas to augment its flow in the

Titas gas system,
The Third Bakhrabad Gas
Development Project, when

completed, would provide sup-
ply of gas to the adjacent
thanas of Chittagong and Noa-
khali towns. It would also
provide gas supply to 156 tea
gardens of Chittagong and the
Chittagong Hill Tracts as well as
Laxmipur district headquarter.

Under the Third Jalalabad
Natural Gas Development
Project, additional gas pipe lines
will be set up to ensure ade-
quate supply of gas itn Sylhet
town and the Chatak industrial
area to meet the ever increasing
demand of gas In these areas.

The Khulna drainage cum
rehabilitation project will be
undertaken by the Irrigation
Ministry to build up flood con-
trol and improvement of
drainage system in one lakh
hectares of land in ‘Billdakatia’
area under Khulna district.

The Netrakona Integrated
Agricultural Production and
Irrigation Management Project
to be undertaken by the
Agriculture Ministry is aimed at
improving the living condition
and income generation of the
marginal, small and landless
farm labourers of the 10 thanas
of Netrakona district.

Prokrichi leaders
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line of the government order
in this regard on May 7.

Meanwhile, the Prokrichi
coordination council, which
had announced plans for non-
cooperation with the adminis-
trative official, had two sittings
with the government repre-
sentatives on the 17th and
18th of this month, a day be-
fore the council's 'grand rally'
at the Central Shaheed Minar
premises. The LGRD Minister
and the State Minister for
Establishment represented the
government in the two sittings
which reportedly yielded no
concrete results.

The coordination council
had been struggling since April

. this year to press implementa-

tion of a 17-point charter of
demands.

A few political aspects of
these demands include admin-
istrative reforms with the
elected people's representa-
tives as heads of all levels of
local government, formulation
of a rules of business making
the minister heads of their re-
spective ministries, and sepa-
ration of the judiciary from the
executive wing of the state.

However, the administrative
cadres of the state have been
opposing the demands, argu-
ing that if implemented, these
would create an all-pervasive
anarchy in the government
administration.

Murtaza to return

DAMASCUS, Oct 26: Mur-
taza Bhutto, the wanted brother
of Pakistan's new Prime
Minister Benazir Bhutto, said
on Monday he has decided to
end 16 years of self-imposed
exile and return home next
month,

Murtaza, 39, told Reuters in
an Interview at his home in
Damascus where he is living in
exile he planned to return on
November 3 regardless of an ar-
rest warrant issuegl against him
in Pakistan.

But Murtaza, son of late
Prime Minister Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, said he was not seeking
to challenge his sister or to seek
her job as a Primme Minister.

"My immediate plan is to re-
turn to Pakistan. | am sched-
uled to return on the 3rd of
November and | hope to be able
to proceed from Karachi to the
graves of my father and brother
to say prayers and then to take
oath in the parliament,"
Murtaza said.

Murtaza, who is wanted in
Pakistan on a string of terror-
ism charges, was elected in his
absence to the Sindh Provincial

home next month

Assembly on October 9 polls.
He must take his oath before
November 7 or lose his seat,

His father was toppled in a
military coup by General
Mohammed Zia-ul-Haqg in 1977.
Bhutto was hanged in 1979 on
controversial charges despite
warldwide appeals for a pardon.

Dr Raﬁqﬂurder case

One more held
By Staff Correspondent

Police yesterday arrested one
more person for his alleged in-
volvement in the murder of Dr
Rafiq.

A special team of the
Detective Branch (DB) arrested
Tajul Islam alias Kajal, 22, from
the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban
area at 6 am.

Dr Rafiqul Islam, 31, was
beaten to death by a group of
roadside hawkers at the
Farmgate area in the evening of
August 3 last following an alter-

caton over the purchase of a
wallet.

e

Hartal in
Greater

SYLHET, Oct 26: A dawn-to-
dusk hartal was observed iIn
the four districts of Greater
Sylhet today demanding cre-
ation of an administrative divi-
silon in the region, reports
UNB.

The Sylhet Division Imple-
mentation Council (SDIC), the
Greater Sylhet Development
Action Committee and the
Chhatra Sangram Parishad
jointly called the shutdown
from 6 am to 6 pm . Scores of
other socio-cultural and
political organisations
supported the hartal.

A rally of the Sylhet Division
Implementatton Council
(S8DIC). announcing a pro-
gramme to press home their

demand, called for a complete
36-hour hartal beginning at 6

amn on November 29

WHO confce
begins in
city Nov |

By Staff Correspondent

The 11th meeting of the
ministers of South-east Asia
region of the World Health
Organisation (WHO) will begin
in Dhaka from November 1.
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia will inaugurate the meeting
at the International Conference
Centre.

[t will be attended by health
ministers from 1! member
countries of South-east Asia —
Bhutan, the Democratic Repub-
lic of Korea, India, Indonesia,
Maldives, Mongolia, Myanmar,
Nepal, Shri Lanka. Thailand,
and Bangladesh.

The ministers will discuss
issues of priority interest to the
region, including new thrusts
and concerns in health, health
management, development of
human resources for health,
AIDS, EPI. targeted diseases
and future actions for malaria,
tuberculosis and leprosy.

Such meetings of health
ministers from the region have

been held periodically since |

1981
Hirbshi MNakajima and WHO

Regional Director for South-east
Asia Dr U Ko Ko will also ad-
dress the meeting.

EC issuing voters'
cards on a
trial basis

The Election Commission is
issuing voters' cards and pre-
serving information about vot-
ers in a computer at Ward No
Two of Gazipur municipality on
an experimental basis, reports
BSS,

All necessary information in
regard to the voter cards
would be collected by volun-
teers, selected from among in-
terested local people.

According to an Election
Commission secretariat press
release yesterday, a list of 51
volunteers has already been
made by the Deputy Commi-
ssioner, Municipal Chairman,
Ward Commissioners, political
leaders and local election
officer of Gazipur,

One hundred and fifty-four
volunteers, including the 51
listed volunteers, will collect
the required information from
the 15,333 voters of area to
implement the project,

Govt contradicts
reports on
Taslima Nasreen

The government yesterday
issued a statement strongly
contradicting the media cam-.
paign, especially outside
Bangladesh, that controversial
writer Taslima Nasreen was
facing any threat to her life or
not enjoying normal life, reports
BSS

“The recent spate »of mali-
cious publicity, carried out by
interested quarters and by a
section of the press regarding
Taslima Nasreen is not based
on fact and is highly imagi-
nary,” a statement from the
External Publicity wing of the
government said yesterday.

Giving "the correct position,”
the official version said the
government banned Taslima
Nasreeri's novel “Lajjya” (Sha-
me)} on July 10 this year as it
contained “substance preju-
dicial to the state” which might
create misunderstanding and
mistrust among different com-
munities living in an exemplary
harmony in the country,

"A few remarks in the said
novel tantamount to blas-
phemy, hurting religious senti-
ments of a large section of peo-
ple,” the government said,
adding "It will not be out of
place to mention here that 90
per cent of the population of*
Bangladesh are Muslims.”

Giving a background of the
recent controversy about the
writer the slatement said that
the remarks in Nasreen's book
had infuriated a religious group
in Sylhet, a north-eastern dis-
trict of Bangladesh who, In a
meeting are reported to have
condemned the controversial
writer to death, "But the same
Eroup, in a press conference
later, completely denied having
said that, and termed the report
as totally false. concocted and
motivated,” the statement ex-
plained,
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US calls for Russian
pullout from Baltic

RIGA. [Latvia) Oct 26- All Russian
moved from Latvia but other Russians living

troops should be re-
in the Bailtic state

should be given citizenship. US Seecretary of State Warren
Christopher told Latvians Tuesday Christopher issued the call
for rernoval of all 16,000 Russian troops immediately after ar-
riving in this former Soviet state that is looking westward in
both ecomomics and politics, reports AP.

Mandela, de Klerk
hold private talks
JOHANNESBURG, Oct 26: President FW de Klerk and ANC
leader Neison Mandela held private talks Tuesday at a crucial
point in negotiations on South Africa s future, Mandela and de
Klerk both refused to speak to reporters after their three
hour session in Pretoria, the capital. [t was their first

since they learned October 15 that they would share the No-
bel Peace Prize. Each has since questioned whether the other

deserved the award, reporis AP

Britain has dssured all pos-
sible cooperation to Bangladesh
in implementing her develop-
ment programmes. particularly
thaose relating to women and
children. reports (INH

The assurance came when
the newly-appointed British
High Commissioner to Bangla-
desh Peter M Fowler called on
Frime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia at her office yesterday

Welcoming the new envoy,
Begum Zia described the rela-
tionship between the two coun
tries as excellent and hoped
that the bilateral cooperation
would be further strengthened
during his tenure in the coun-

try.

The Prime Minister recalled
British assistance in different
development works of Bangla
desh.

She also referred to her
meeting with Queen Elizabeth 11
during the CHOGM in Cyprus
where the latter had expressed
concern over the hardship of
the Bangladeshi people due to
the unilateral withdrawal of the
Ganges waters by India.

Begum Zia said with the es-
tablishment of an accountable
government, discipline has been
restored Iin most sectors and
thrust has been given on speedy
implementation of the develop-
mernt programimnes,

JU leaders
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Meanwhile. the authorities
have decided to resume classes
on November 9 with the resi-
dential dormitories opening the
night before.

Campus sources said, the
local students are planning to
get hold of the dormitories be-
fore their rivals arrive on the
campus,

In separate incidents in the
last three months, three of the
non-local students were beaten
up on the campus, allegedly by
their local JCD rivals.

One source hinted that the
Islami Chhatra Shibir activists,
also ousted from the campus
following the killing of a stu-
dent in 1989, were backing the
local JCD faction. The source
also hinted that a teacher was
masterminding the whole
scheme. .

The Jahangirnagar Univer-
sity authorities, which have in
the meantime designed a code
of conduct for the students.
seemed indifferent to the
current activities of the local
students. The JU Syndicate,
which met yesterday and
reconvenes October 30, is likely
to give effect to some rules and
regulations regarding students’
activities. The Syndicate is also
considering extra security mea-
sures to avert repetition of the
July 29 episode.

But one teacher, preferring
anonymity. told The Dally Star
that only through mutual nego-
tiations between the feuding

. factions of the JCD can an

otherwise imminent confronta-
tHon be averted.

“The JCD central leadership
should intercede soon to avoid a
showdown belween the two
factions,” he said.

Nizami blames
BNP, AL for
terrorism

Jamaat-e-Islami leader Mau-
lana Matiur Rahman Nizami,
MP. yesterday accused both
the ruling BNP and the
opposition Awami League of
unleashing terrorism across
the country, reports UNB.
"They are the joint champi-
ons of terrorism. The BNP is
trying to stick to power, and
the Awami League , failing to
get elected, is out to recapture
the state power through ter-
rorism,” the Jamaat Secretary
General told a party rally in the
city yesterday afternoon.

The city unit of the party
organised the rally at the north
gate of the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque in observance of
"Terrorism Resistance Day”.
Presided over by ATM
Azharul Islam, it was ad-
dressed, among others, by
Advocate Jashimuddin Sarkar.
Nizami, also leader of the
Jamaat parliamentary party,
urged the high commands of
the BNP and the AL to cleanse
their parties of terrorists say-

" ing: "ldentify the terrorists and

expel them from your parties.’”

UK assures help for
dev programmes

She said the domestic re-
sources mobilisation In the ADP
has been increased from almost
nil a few years ago to about 33
per cent. The new industrial
policy of the government has
created a congenial atmosphere
for foreign as well as local in-
vesiment.

The Prime Minister alsc gave
a resume of the development
efforts of her government and
said that the uplift programmes
would start yielding results
within a coupie of years.

Fowler appreciated the de-
velopment endeavours in
Bangladesh, particularly in the
economic sector, and said
British entrepreneurs were keen
on investing in Bangladesh.

The British envoy said his
government is happy over the
progress in Bangladesh and
praised the role of Begum Zia
in restoring democracy in the
E‘ﬂl,llltﬂ*

Iran to buy
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assured the Bangladesh side of
giving first priority to recruit-
ment of Bangladeshi labourers.
techniclans and experts.

Outlining various economic
reforms, L(rade liberation,
monetary and fiscal policies
being pursued by the present
government in Bangladesh, the
Finance Minister said a healthy
investment climate was pre-
vailing In the country which s
also favourable for foreign in-
vestment.

He urged the Iranian side to
come forward to investing in
Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh-Iran Joint
Commission for trade, eco-
nomic and technical coopera-
tion was established following
the signing of a memorandum
of understanding to strengthen
economic, commercial, scien-
tific cooperation between the
two countries in 1989,

Meanwhile. Saifur Rahman
yesterday said against the
backdrop of global recession it
was necessary for the Muslim
countries to cooperate among
themselves for their benefit.

Both sides also emphasised
the need for strengthening bi-
lateral cooperation in the fleld
ol economy, trade and culture.

Canadian pells
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promise to deal with the No. 1
issue; creating jobs to tackle
Canada's 11.2 per cent unem-
ployment.

When the poljtical bloodlet-
ting was over early Tuesday,
Chretien's Liberals had won
178 of the 295 seats in the
Commons and assured them-
selves a majority government.
The Conservatives had plunged
from 155 seats to two, an un-
precedented defeat. The so-
cialist New Democrats nearly
matched them in ignominy,
dropping from 43 seats to
eight.
The Bloc Quebecios, which
campaigned only in Quebec,
swept up 54 seats, and the up-
start Reform Party captured 52
seats, all but one of them in
the West.
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ways for solving internecine
conflicts in a few district—level
units of the party, especially in
the Narsingdi committee.

The CWC yesterday also
mapped an elaborate pro-
gramme to observe the jail-
killing day on November 3.

Four central leaders of the
Awami League — Syed Nazrul
Islam, Tajuddin Ahmed. Capt
Mansur Ali and Kamruzzaman
— were killed at the Dhaka
Central Jail on Neovember 3,
19785.

Beginning at 4:30 pm, the
CWC meet was adjourned at
8:45 last night to ;:ume at
10:30 this morning.

Presided over by AL chief
Sheikh Hasina, yesterday's
session was addressed,
others, by Matia Chowdhury,
Sheikh Fazlul Karim Selim,
Mozaffar Hossain Paltu, Pulin
Dey and Dr Alauddin Ahmed.

Among other issues, the
stirategy for persuading a ban
on religion-based politics and
expediting the work of the par-
liamentary probe body on the
Agriculture Ministry are likely
to come up for discussion to-
day.



