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Privatization — Tangles
and Way out-

Right at the , from the manner the pro-
cess of privatisa started, one could infer that
not much by way of advance planning had gone
into the programme. The fitful p of the pro-

me tends to confirm these misgivings. It's
turning into a tangled affair and the government
continues to temporise.

At this stage, it is not so much a question if pri-
vatisation should or would succeed. Rather, the
travails of the transitional phase are causing most
of the concerns at the moment. Uncertainties and
fears of social discord dominate the scene now.

Divestiture of state property is an ongoing pro-
cess the world over. The modalities for privatisation
and the mechapisms for carrying the programme

, cau least dislocation to the socio-eco-
nomic fabric of a country, have come to be widely
publicised by now. It is difficult to understand why
policy makers in this country could not draw on
the experience of other nations and prepare a
blueprint for privatisation in aclvan{:? with contin-

en lans for mee exigencies of varying situ-
gunf]ys*POnt talks of unl%tic will. However, p%iiﬂcal
will also needs a workable base to manifest itself. -

First comes the question of objectives of privati-
sation. Caught in a recession. some of the affluent
nations are selling off chunks of state-owned prop-
erty. to raise funds for financing programmes to
stimulate the economy. Although budgetary res
show receipts from sale of assets, raising funds
does not look:like a primary motive behind privati-
sation programme in this eountry. Rather, the
avowed objective of the government is to open up
the economy, enlarge private sector's participation
in production through the privatisation programme
and, in the process, also stop the resourceé drain
caused by loss-makihg public enterprises. Given
this scenario, government should have been in a
position, well ahead in time, to issue clear-cut
guidelines on problems such as redundancy provi-
sions and debt assumption, which are now holding
up privatisation.

It was known that after divestiture, the new
owners may not wish to retain all. or any, of the
employees of the concern they have taken over. As
some other countries have done to meet this con-
tingency, government's policy in this regard could
have been spelled out in advance. However, it is

only now, at this late stage, that the government is .

said to be toying with various options such as
declaring lay-off in the enterprise earmarked for
sale, giving the buyer an explicit right to retain or
discharge the incumbents and, so on. After having
declared its intent to sell an enterprise, such moves
could also be seen as interfering with accrued
rights of the employees, leading to unrest and legal
tangles. In any case, the best that the government
can hope for is an equitable shaﬁnr%lnf redundancy
payments with the new owners. More likely, the

overnment could find itself t over the entire

ability for redundancy payments, adjustin&mese
against the sale proceeds or, even meeting the ex-
penses from its revenue budget — in other words,

with the yers money.
sound
to have

Enterprises sold off so far were relativel
ﬂrﬂy. Sqme of these are even report
at offers higher than the reserve price. Had
all the enterprises earmarked for sale been public
limited companies, conceivably the government
could have opted for a system of bundling, as a
device to sell a variety of shares — mixing some
bad with the good ones. However, having sold off
its crown jewels, now is the time to tay to pass off
the losing concerns, burdened with debts. In the
jute sector restructuring format, government ap-
pears to be on the way to set a precedence of as-
suming part of the past debts of privately-owned
mills as well. So, conceptually at least, government
ml&{ﬂ: find assumption of past debts of enterprises
with negative net worth, owned by itself, a painful
but acceptable proposition. However, to mitigate
the impact of diversion of its budgetary resources,
jgovernment should also establish a safety net pro-
gramme — hopefully with support from the donor
community — to maintain an adequate level of ex-
penditure on education, health, sanitation and
other such activities which benefit the community

at .
A Helping of Joy

Autumn is a very evocative season for the
Be ees, evocative of all that our great poet has
celebrated it for — the light, the clouds, the kaash
blossoms. But most of all it has been evocative of
the pooja — and the festivity attending it, some
shining thing as splendrous and delightful as the
glimmer of the autumn dew. It is not without rea-
son that the festival is more commonly called the

a Pooja or the autummnal homage. Homage
to Devi, who is popular in the eastern subcontinent
as Durga.

In addition to treating the deity as someone im-
portant in the Hindu pantheon, the mind of the
devotees has metamorphosed her into a dearly
loved girl-child falling in love somewhat preciously
and wending off to her lord's place in the Kailasa
and retumirﬁ“?ln an yearly naior to the eastern

where alaya, her father, lives and rules.
s appeals to the ethos and the more philo-

bolism of the Durga le-

sophi significant sym 3
e
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gends has been let to slip off the mind although
vicissitudes of time have been warranting

recall of exactly that. Demons, whether they are
Mahisha or Madhu and Kaitabha, are forces of
darkness which always exert a mighty pull on hu-
manity;. they are vanquished. by Durga, who
represents
victory only to recreate the mythical achievement
into realities of the present day.

This year's tﬁ\cvo_;h:'.‘. been vitiated by long shad-
ows cast by the post-Babri Mosque developments.
It is patently a matter for those that worship
whether they would do the supplication or refrain
from it as a token of protest against certain socially
intolerable situations or whatever. And it was those
who became divided exactly on that point — which

was so natural. Last-minute moves
on of the society at large lent an air of sanity

to the development but could not save the Hindu
citizens from confusion and a resulting absence of

colour and gaiety.
We assure the devotegs of Durga that the
of the projected boycott has been driven home. We

are wai to see that the point has been well-
taken — which is a much more formidable thing to
happen. We wish, in these circumstances, ve

emphaticall

a helping of a happy vijaya for
who eagerly wait out the whole

aubmﬂ sarvebhooteshu matri-roopen samsthita
dehi jayang dehi yas

1 in retros

light. And the followers celebrate this -

by leaders of

point

year with
anticipation for the traditional festival called the

new national energy poli-
Aeyhu been in the ma-

king for months now. An
inter-ministerial task force had
been working on it. In Julz. “
section of the press had
reported. that the new policy

might come out in September.
The Government organised a

discussion meeting of
politicians and professionals in
to review the situation
suggest guidelines for the
formulation of a national energy
policy. It then came out that the
experts who were drafting thé
policy. had sought an extension
for six months to finalise it.
in the meantime, in July, the
governmeént had approved a
petreleum policy. Petroleum
forms an essential component
of the energy policy matrix. The
urgency for finalising the
petroleum policy earlier was
traced to a need for paving the
way for wrapping up ongoing
negotiations with overseas in-
vestors for explorations and
production sharing arrange-
ments for ofl natural gas.
The upcoming three-day World
Bank (WB) sponsored multi-na-
tional moot on investment in
petroleum sector in
Bangladesh, scheduled to be
held in the United States in
early September, would have
called for early action in this

area. In any case, surer
prospeets of foreign investments
in the leum sector would

the policy package on energy as
a whole ‘

Analysts now say that it is
not the experts drafting the
package, who alone are holding
up the finalisation of the na
tional energy policy. In addition
to participation of private in-
vestors from abroad. the im-
plementation of the new energy
policy would also need active
support of the foreign donor
community, particularly WB
and the Asian Development
Bank (ADB). The continuing
uncertainty over availability of
WB and ADB financing could
well be another reason for the
delay in the finalisation of the

M Ali who was always
Khasru Bhai to me sud-
denly took leave of the
world. | say suddenly because
most of us were not aware of
the deterforation in his health
that commenced about three
weeks before his death. He has
left behind fond memories and
an excellent record of public
service in the . Itis a kind
of consolation that he breathed
his last without too much suf-
fering and also without causing
his dear and loved ones a period
of protracted concern. Inna li-
lahi wa inna ilahi rajeuun. :
My personal acquaintance
with S M Ali dates back to
1951 as | came to Dhaka for
higher studies. | had visited the
city earlier on several occasfons;
but this ime I needed help from
students of the University and
s resident students of
S M Hall. | had notes of intro-
duction meant for two senior
students, Late Shafi
Chaudhury, later.of Railway
administrator and a martyr in
the War of Liberation, was one
of them and the other was S M
Ali. | did not know Shafi
Chaudhury at all but his [ather
was know to my father. Khasru
[3hai, however, was one whom |
had -never set my eyes on but
knew quite well from reputa-
tion. It was third gencration
contact between the families
and a host of his cousins were
my close friends and associates.
| knew that he belonged to the
progressive camp of students
and this in our meant
leftists. He was also known to
be a top class speaker in
English and that was a cher-
ished distinction in our days.
| did not have much of a
problem with my admission, so
the guidance given by the two
venerable seniors was limited to
detailing the various procedures
and formalities and, .of course,
some entertaining. A S Mahmud
(now of Transcom) was my
[riend from school and he also
joined the University at the
same time. He was a cousin of
Khasru Bhai and in
rather very close to him even at
that time. Thus he was a fur-
ther source for a kind of closer
rclationship with Khasru Bhai.
What | remember of
Khasru Bhal in those days of
our early acguaintance? Just a
few things but thcy look so big
pect. Soon after we
joined the University there was
Hall Union election. In the elec-
tions K Bhai had an im-
Pﬁ!‘m to play; he was for
all p pu the offi-
cial introducer nm:tdidatca
of the Panel of the progressive
camp. This was vcry important

Sir, Politics and
scem inextricably mixed. "War
kis politics continued by other
means' — this maxim of Von
Clausewitz may well be adapted
to read 'spqrt is politic§ con-
tinued by other means' vis-a-
vis the Olympic demionstra-
tons in this half of the cen-
tury. States like the former
East Germany used sport as a
means of gaining international
recognition. International ten-
sions are mirrored in Olympic

dehi dwisho

bans and boycotts. In particu-
lar, the Cold War rivalry be-
tween the USA and the former
Soviet Union reflected in their

* the energy situ

have added to the credibility of -

my view

. vice on shopping in Hong Kong,

- = == =

By all accounts, the main thrust of the new energy policy would be on oil and gas exploration.
Increased emphasis is being laid on private sector participation in exploration and extraction of gas

and hopefully, oil.

new energy policy.

Meanwhile, experts are-de-
picting rather a grim picture of
ation. Let's first

look at eration of power

thmf . The capacity
for electricity generation in

March, 1993, stood at 2608
megawatts (MW). According to
available estimates, the coun-
try’s electricity demand would
come to around 5500 MW by
the end of the year 2000. Huge
investment running into hun-
dreds of thousands of crores of
Taka, would be needed to attain
the required level of electricity
generation capacity to meet the
demand. Unless the ability to
mobilise and invest funds in-
ternally grows dramatically,
programmes for the power sec-
tor would remain overwhelm-

ingly dependent on external as-
sistance. The only other hope

for funding the programme, is
to attract direct foreign Invest-
t into the sector.

wJust talking of electricity
generation capacity in terms of
megawatts does not give us any
clear idea of where we stand.
Perhaps we need an interna-
tional comparison of our situa-
tion. World Bank data tell us
that energy consumption per
capita (kilograms of oil equiva-
lent) in this country in 1991,
stood at 57. India’s was 337,
Pakistan's 243 and Sri Lanka's
177. On the other hand, in
Nepal's case, it was 22 and for
Bhutan, 15¢ These numbers re-
late to commercial energy con-
sumption only. As the WB ex-
plains, these numbers refer to
commercial forms of primary
energy — petroleum and natu-
ral gas lquids, matural gas,
other solid fuels such as coal,
and primarily electricity — all
converted into oll equivalents.
So we know new our rating
among the starving nations, in
so far as electricity consump-
tion is concerned. What about
the total energy situation then?

Unfortunately, the situation
does not seem Lo be amenable
to international comparison. As
WB admits. use of f[irewood,
dried animal excrements. and
other traditional fuels, although
substantial in some develdping
countries, could not be taken
into account in its data base as
reliable and comprehensive in-
formation is not available. Still,
we can draw some inference

about how erucial. traditional °

fuels are, to energy consump-

tion in this country. Bangladesh
Bureau of Statistics. in its esti-

mate of energy supplied by tra-
ditional fuels, tells us that items
such as firewood, rice straw and
husk, jute stick, baggase, twigs
and leaves, and. ol course, cow-
dung. annually supply nearly
ten million tons of coal equiva
lent of energy. We note that our
direct consumption of coal itself
comes to only about half a mil-
lion tons a year. Thus, we can
infer how Important these tra-
ditional fuels are to us as a
source of energy.

Our energy scenario also
presents us with a bit, enigma
in one respect. That relates to a
wide divergence between gener-
ation of electricity and its con-
sumption. For Instance. ADB
data tell us that in 1991, the
country produced 7823 million
kilowatt-hours (Mn kWh) of
electricity but consumed only
4871 of it. What happened to
the remaining 2952 Mn kWh, or
about 38 per cent of the total
electricity generated in the
country that year? A strange
phenomenon indeed for an en-
ergy-starved country! Was there
a genie at work? Or, Is It a

ALONG MY WAY
" SB Chaudhui E——

manifestation of the so-called
system loss syndrome? In case
it is the latter case. then we
would have, in all probability.
consumed the missing electric-
ity too. Of course, it did not en-
ter the official figures for elec-
tricity consumption, the power
generating agency did not get
its revenue from sale — a glar-
ing Instance of misallocation of
resources — you might say.

It is said that 88 per cent
power in the country is being
generated by using natural gas.
Thus, we come to the question

of our natural gas resources,
Here also, experts are making
dire predictions about future
avalilability of natural gas. We
are told that reserves would be
exhausted by the year 2015
However, there are some who
put the year at 2020 while there
are others, who see the reserves
getting exhausted by as early as
in 2010. Based on estimates of
net recoverable reserves, rang-
ing from 10.7 to 12.4 billion cu-
bic feet, and the rate of utilisa-
tion, these predictions are, nev
ertheless, rather unnerving.

We import petroleum, the
major source of energy world
wide. Our imports of crude oil
and petroleum products lo-
gether come to about two mil-
lion tons. The import bill natu-
rally varies according to the
fluctuations of world prices of
crude oil. At the moment,
petroleum probably accounts
for around 9 per cent of our to-
tal imports and 15 per cent of
our-export earnings. Coal also,
we import now. However,
prospects of extracting coal
from the Barapukuria coal

mines. located in the country’'s
north-western region, had been
in the news, off and on, for
nearly fifteen years now.
International tenders for the
project had been floated earlier,
However, no deal seems to have
been struck yet. '

As for other forms of com-
mercial energy, well, we are
generating hydroelectric power
from the Karnaphuli plant, but
that seems to be the limit.
Geothermal power source? We
just don’t have any. A nuclear
power plant is beyond our
reach.

By all accounts, the main
thrust of the new energy policy
would be on ofl and gas explo-
ration. Increased emphasis is
being laid on private sector par-
ticipation in exploration and

extraction of gas and hopefully,
oil. Direct foreign investment Is

being sought also for power
generation and distribution.
Efforts to attract foreign in-
vestment in the power sector
seem to be drawing some re-
s se. Memorandums of
Understanding (MOUs) with six
foreign oil exploration compa-
nies had been signed during the
September moot in the USA. It
is said that two of these compa-
nies might sign agreements
now, for ex ation of new gas
and oil fields in the coastal re-
gion of the country. Earlier, it
was reported that another for-
eign company had signed a
MOU for setting up a power
plant in the private sectof.
Efforts to secure official devel-
opment assistance to finance
public investment in the power
sector also continue However,
many a tangle such as institu-
tional reforms. gas and electric-
ity pricing and, of course, sys-
tem loss, remain to be sorted
out.

How about traditional fuels,
the main source of energy for
the poor, particularly for cook-
ing? To what extent will the new

'A Tribute to Khasru Bhai'

by Abul Maal A Muhith

in those days because a large
number 'of students used to
make up their mind on the ba-
sis of credentials of the Panel
members and the way these
were presented. . The Panel
which Khasru Bhal presented
and which we supported was
headed by Abdus Samad (now
better known as Abdus Samad
Azad and the honourable
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition). S M Alf used to in-
troduce the candidates in
English in which he was not
only very fluent but used to
make very favourable impres-
sions on the listeners as well.
He wguld start by saying,
"Please excuse me for speaking

in English. My Bengali is hcav-

ily tinged by my Sylheti dialect
and it not be easily intellf-

gible to you." Everyone under-
stood the ruse and the listeners
would warmly invite him to
speak in English. Because we
were struggling at the time for
the recognition of Bengall as a
state language, it was felt nec-
essary to seek ission to
speak in a foreign language.
Soon aflerwards there was M
A examination and all the se-
nior students became busy. S M
Ali was out of the campus but
had social links with us. During
the State Language Movement
of 1952, once Dhaka University
erupted mawmyy former students
became marked persons. In the
books of the Government the
Movemenl
guided and led by conspirators
against Pakistan and students
were misgylded by “Indian.
agents” and “"Communists”.

- Two cousins, S M Ali and

Tassaduq Ahmed (MBE) , who
in the books of the Government
were communists, had ulti-
mately to leave the country to
avoid possible persecution.
Tasnu DBhal went to London
where he is settled now. Khasru
Bhai went to West Pakistan and
then to Londen but soon came
back. We met Khasru Bhai
through the courtesy of
Mahmud perhaps before he lelt
for UK. All that | remember is
thal it was a very emotional oc-

" casion but we gave him a hearty

send-off, -

‘My next encounter with
Khasru Bhai was in 1963 in
Hong Kong." 1 was passin
through the city with my wife
and nine months old child.
Khasru Bhai was a different
person here; a dear elder
brother very mindful about
helping the young mother and
the niece. | remember his ad-

competitions as to which of
them the most gold
medals — the media making
the score tables almost a test
of national superiority.

Internationa) political issues
have affected the Olympic
movement since the end of the
Second World War, in particu-
lar, the problem of the two
Germanies and the China-
Taiwan question. Most recently
the question of humanp rights is
also being raised by western
countries against China's 2000
Olympics bid.

At the domestic level, gov-
ernments use sport to achieve
social and political objectives,
Perhaps the intent of holding

was - engincered,
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admilling al the same time that’
he wns personally inexperi-
enced. Ile warmed my wife
about the cheating practices,
particularly with brand-name
products. "Do shop in the
bazaars and buy from the strect
hawkers after a good deal of
haggling, But if you want to buy
something good or valuable go
to one of the Department
Stores.” At the end of the day |
found that my wife took the ad-
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cced to our destination (Boston)
immediately. We were over-
whelmed by his concern even
though we skirted his advice.
That was our last contact for
a long time. In 1971 when he
was in Singa 1 was in touch
with him indirectly through his
brother, Syed Muazzem Ali (now
Director General in the Foreign
Officc) who was my colleaguc in
Washington. But immediately
after l{beration he was in Dhaka
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vice scriously. Khasru Bhai
was naturally an expert guide
on sight-seeing and stories of
Hong Kong. He identified for us
the hill-top of the [amous Alm
"Love is a Many Splendoured
Thing.” He took time to tcll us
the storics of Hong Kong en-
treprencurs and Hong Kong
business practices. We learnt
from him as to how larilcla, thd
owner of the Hotel we were stay-
ing in, landed in Hong Kdng
from Sind as a pauper and
made it big. My little girl fell
sick and Khasru Bhai called a
doctor; it turned out that she

“Jdhad pneumonia and needed

some anti-biotics. Khasru Bhai
was very disturbed by this turn
of events; he suggested that we
cut short our journcy and pro-

— e me

international games is to gain a
favourable image both at home
and abroad.

Ashfaqul Alam
Deptt of International Rela-
tions, Dhaka University

‘Promotion scandal’

Sir, | am shocked and sur-
prised at the remarks of Mr
Kalam bin Sultan in his letter
published in your daily of 16th
Oct, 1993. ACR's and PD's" of
the candidates who were called
for interview for promotion to
the posts of Deputy Seeretary
and Joint Secretary were thor-
oughly scrutinised by Superior

——

— e —— e S e o

in carly 1972 and we rt%tmﬂd
current developments. S M Ali's
concern for the new state and
its multifarious problems ap-
peared in his book "Aller the
Dark Night” published the fol-
lowing year. What should be
noted about this book is the
empalhy of the author with the
problems of the country and the
dilemma facing its rulers.

In 1976 or 1977, it was
Amilhaba Chaudhury who in-
formed me that Khasru Bhai
was succeeding him as the
Executive Director of the P'ress
Foundation of Asia. Very soon
Khasru Bhai moved to Manila
and we lived in the same station
for a while. I had known about
Nancy Bhabi for quite a while.
but it was in Manila - that we

e

Selection Board and only after
clearance by SSB they sat for
interview.

Regarding duration of inter-
view and assurance by the then
Establishment Minister and the
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'PM in presence of thousands of

officers in Osmani Memorial
Hall, the matter is too well

_known to be contradicted by

any vested inlerest group.
Independent section of the
préss reported In details on
many occasions how the whole
thing was conducted. Because
af the merit of the case hon-
ourable High Court also admit-
ted writ petition. Hence | fully
subscribe to the views of Mrs
Jonab Begum published earlier

‘standard bearer of

ml for the first time. In Tagaldg
lor is it in Malaye], Bhabi has a
special meaning quite different
from our word. Nancy DBhabi
had to get used to the Bengall
term in Manila, long belore she
moved to Dhaka.

S M Ali stayed away [rom
Dhaka. for many years, about
26 years: but he was never very
far from the country, he was
Irequent visitor and a prying
obscrver. In 1980 we met in
Paris and Khasru Bhal was
joining intérnational bureau-
cracy, L.e. UNESCO. But his in-
lcrest  in theg problems of
[Bangladesh never received
short shrift. | looked him up in
Kuala Lumpur in 1988 when he
was retiring from UNESCO. |
wis in exile at the time and was
not pecrhaps in the best frame of
mind to tender advice to some-
one on his retircment plans. He'
had the option to retire in
Singnpore or Kuala Lumpur,
twn cities both of them knew
very well. But Khasru Bhai
wanied to go home and bring
oul a good newspaper. It was a
kind of obligation in public ser-
vice that he had to discharge.
As hc spoke of his plans it
sounded like a mission of his
life and he tried to transport
you to an enchanted land so
very diflferent from the despotic
reality of Bangladesh. | was not
encouraging him at all; | was
aware ol censorship, and spe-
cially the system of advice by
the security agencics. But he
was incorrigible optimist, he
believed that things would
changce for the better and turn
out well. 1le had great faith in
Mahmud’'s ability in making
the publication happen and

Mahluz’'s tenacity in putting it

logether,

In Wecember, 1990, when |
returncd home | found Khasru
[3hai ready Lo launch his dream
publication, The Daily Star. 1|
hidd to admit [reely that my
surprisc was wrong and he did
the right thing by moving to
Dhaka. As if in atonement | had
to write for The Daily Star,
although I couldn’t promise to
be a regular columnist. The
Daily Star did come out as a
good
journalism. Khasru Bhai has
successiully assembled a good
stall and more importantly

created a  host of good
columnists.
Al the end of this personal

narrative, much of which may
nol interest many readers, |
would like to make a couple of
points. Khasru Bhai, as his
close fricnds and relations know
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Active RAJUK: Hope
for 'J block?

Sir, An explanation from
RAJUK about sorting oul a
problem regardtng a plot of
land allotted to the hon'ble
works minister has given me
some hope. It seems that the
minister was an.allottee with
some 8. So am |, and
others who received allotment
in the Baridhara 'J’ block and
paid for the plot several year
earlier. :
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New Energy Policy should Cater to the Needs of the Poor too

the countryside.
Protection of environment, on
the other hand, calls for a hailt

suggesting in- -
bio-gas for fuel.

cite instances of China,’
india, Korea, Sri Lanka and
Thailland., as some of the
countries making extensive use
of bio-gas. Bio-gas technology is
not exactly new to this country.
However. organisation, creation
of facilities, would be needed to
make people accept this renew-
able source of energy. Bio-gas
can, perhaps, provide the
cheapest source of energy to the
poor. Another renewable source
of energy. solar power. had been
tried in this country, albeit in a
limited way. It does not seem fo
have taken a hold. We leave the
sun alone, to work for us in its
OWT1 way.

T was S M Ali (Khasru Bhai

to me} who gave this weekly

write-up, the by-line. "Along
my way'. | was at loose ends
after leaving Bangladesh Bank.
He insisted that | write for The
Daily Star. "It would help us.*
he said. That was his way. It
always was the other person
who was helping him. Never
that it was really he, who was
‘helping the other one. So here |
am, writing — whatever it's

worth — for the paper he loved
s0 dearly

well, was a great friend. There
wils a very alfectionate side of
him. e was by nature deeply
humane; and sorrows and difRi-
cultics perhaps nwre than joys
ol ltle alfected him very much.
e would be very easily moved
by distress or strains of others
and his concern would invari-
ably be very genuine. "This one
can as well read between the
lines ol "My World”. His aflec-
tionale nature had an infectious
quality and Nancy Bhabi is nol

also immune rom that.

S M All is the most interna-
tional of all our journalists. For
26 years, leaving asidc the
years in Pakistan, he functioned
outside the country. He is the
first Bnngdadﬂh journalist, to
my knowledge, who curved out
a place of eminence for himself
in the outside world, specially
in South East and East Asia.
There have been many others of
his kind from the subcontinent
but very few from Bangladesh.
He followed the tradition of Altaf
Hussain, who was once his
senior co , and broadened
his sphere of operation. It would
be a testament to his memory il
in years to come we find others
following this blazing trail. :

A final point about Khasru
Bhai’'s commitment to his
country and its people. Despite
his work abroad his heart was
to give back something to his
country and a ripe age did not
deflect him from this mission. It
is usual to encounter animated
discussions among expatriate
Bengalis about problems of
Bangladesh. But the difference
in a discussion with Khasru
Bhai when he was abroad was
that he was very’ serious. He
would brighten up at the slight-
est flicker of hope. But more
than that he would moderate
the worst despondent scenario
with some hopeful brushes.

| saw him for the last time at
his DOHS apartment
months ago. He was not very
well but he had time to dwell on
the importance of good gover-
nance. He thought that if it
could do miracles in Singapore
it could do the same, in
Bangladesh. He had not only
the [ree inquisitiveness of a top-
class journalist and editor but
he also had the inimitable force
of conviction that good sense
will prevail and all will turn
well, The Daily Star was his
medium of expression and it
was for him a dream come true.
This is the memorial to a true
son of the . soil, who returned
home to contribute his share of
service to the nation. A rich,
powerful and valuable indeed is
that share of servicel

Mere mortals like me had

no means to place the
grievances to the 'higher au-
thority’. All this time | had a
frustrated feeling that nebody
was thinking about my plight.
Even several years alter re-
cetving the full payment with
interest (due on instalment
paymemnts) the authoritics re-

completely silent about
the handing over of the plotl
Gentle prodding from more
courageous ones falled to elicit
any information.

Now can | hope that the
RAJUK would carry on and
solve all outstanding prob-
lems?

Hopeful



