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A priority concemn of UNDP §s  economic sectors with project beneficiaries.
to ensure the integration of particular emphasis - on 2. National Literacy
women as participants and employment (including agri- Frogramme
benefictaries in all its culture production). health Under this project particular
development programunes angl  and education. attention is being paid to

projects. This ariscs not only
out of the recognition that
women are significant contri-
butors to economic and social
development. but also from
the conviction that
sustainable human develop-
ment is possible only if
women are more cffectively
involved.

The focus of UNDP's women in

development policy is to assist
Governments. in lne with
national priorities and global
concerns. to integrate and
promote women In their
development activities. It also
reflects the growing need for
TA agencies to deal more

directly with the question of
benefliciaries and- target

groups.

As a part of UNDF's increased
emphasis on human-centered
sustainable development. we
have adopted a gender
approach to promoting
women's role in development.
The new UNDP Adminis-
trator, in his address on 27
July 1993, confirmed that
poverty alleviation and
environmental regencration
are not possible uniess the
* status of women is elevated.
“Sustainable human develop-

ment is pro-women.”
UNDP's Fifth Country

Programme for Bangladesh
(199 1-1995) pointed out that
the role. of women - in
Bangladesh had been
scriously undderestimated and
their contribution constrai-
ned by social. economic and
cultural factors. Keeping in
mind that one of the strategies
of the Fourth Five Year Plan
was bringing women into the
mainstream of development

planning. the Country Progra-
mme emphasized the role of

women in all social and

On this United Nations
Day 1993 it is clear that
the world Organization
has begun a new chapter.

in sharp contrast to past
decades the vasl potential

been recognized.

and security,

for humanMarian assis-
mmlt . : '
for development in all
aspects,

for the protection of the
| planet,

for the promotion of
democracy and human

rights, the United Nations

rnmc‘.ﬁu rc:bgnlllun.

Member States have placed
more respopsibility upon
the United Nations than at
any time in its history.

These new requirements
cannot be expected to

succeed In the absence of
new foundations of

support.

Programme

United Nations Development
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The objectives of the Country
Programme have been
translated by programmes
and projects. A special effort
is made to ensure that gender
issues have been censidered
and addressed in all our
projects. UNDP funds few
specific WID projects but
rather emphasizes women and
gender issues in all our
projects in all sectors. A few
examples are worth noting:

This project, supported by the
Ministry of Women's Affairs
and implemented by Swan-
irvar Bangladesh with

.technical assistance from the

International Labour Organi-
sation (ILO). has, as its
immediate objectives of this
project to (1) train Swanirvar
trainers to carry out courses
for village women in manage-
ment skills relevant to
income gemerating and sell-
employment activities at the
village level and (2) design.
and complete in 30 thanas a
basic course on management
skills for 50,000 village
women entreprencurs and
selected women for advanced
training. These objectives
have been followed up with the

‘provisioh of credit for women

and the formation of village
Devel nt Committees.
16,584 women beneficiaries
invested Tk. 1.40.40.600/-
from their family savings for
undertaking income -
gencrating activities. The
recovery rate of the bank
loans was 95% and from the
samities, 100%. The training
programmme has contributed to
increased awareness and

greater confidence among the  gradually correctedh

. - poorest of the poor and women

- end of a 12 month period, the

making the curriculum gender

sensitive, taking account of
the time availability of rural
women and promoting women
teachers. 100 NGOs have been
supported to establish 15
Adult Literacy Centres in
which 509% of the learners are
to be women. The pilot
programme began in
September 1993 and is an

interesting - initiative where
GOB and NGOs are
collaborating to provide the

with literacy courses. At the

programme should have
reached 22,500 women at
minimum. ;

¥

3. Training and Employment
in Garment Industries

This project through the
Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training at
the Bangla-German Technical
Training Centre (TTC). The
main objective of the project
is to establish at the TTC. the
institutional capacity for (1)
training of supervisors of
garment industries and
trainers in six basic skills
(pattern making, cultting/
marking. sewing machine
mechanics. management,
sewing machine operation
and supervision); and (2) the

organisation and conducting I

of basic courses for workers
entering the industry as well

as upgrading courses jor those
already employed of whom
50% will be women. At
present. while the majority of
the work force in the industry
is. female. There are still only
a few women at the
supervisory level. It is hoped
that. through thele training
«courses, this imbalance can be

For lntem:llu;l'nl peace

of the United Nations has e

MESSAGE

These means that Member
Slates must : :

-provide adequate levels of
resources,

-recognize the changed

character of conflict today,

realize that the UN can ,

gerve, butl not substitute .

for, the concerns of its
Members, :

: B
and understand that peace
and security must rest

upon a foundation of |

economic and soclal’
development.

TFhe successes ol the past
year outweigh the setbacks
The year to come will
reveal whether 'the
international community
is ready for the serious
challenges and positive
opportunities which now
lie before it. - ~.

A new chapter Iff the
history of the world has
begun. It calls inlo being a
new United Nations. | ask
everyone to consider and
come forward to assist the
United Nations at this
moment of importance for
all peoples, now and inthe
decades ahead. l

Mr. Bfurutmaﬁmﬂrm Ghali
Secretary General
United Nations
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_UNITED NATIONS INFO

RMATION

CENTRE (UNIC) IN DHAKA

"The United Nations cannot
achleve the purposes for
~which it has been created

unless the peoples of the world

are fully informed of its alms
and activities.” This
statement is as valid today as

its was 47 years ago when the

General Assembly of the

United” Nations set out the-
terms of refercnce for the

activitics of the Departiment of
Public Information (DPI) in

resolution 13 of 1946.

In order to ensure thal people
in all parts of the world.
reccive as [ull information as
possible about the United

Nations. the "branch offices”

of the UN were established,

The United Nations

Information Centre (UNIC) in
Dhaka. is one of those branch
offices of DPL. Established on

15 Aug 1981. UNIC is the

principal local source of
public information about (he
UN system. It acts as an active
link between the
Organisations. and local
media, cducational
institutions and non-
governmental organizations
(NGOs) and provides up-to-
date public information
materials on the aims and

activities of ‘the United
Nations in political.
economie, social andd

humanitarian fiekls. Its role”

Is dynamic and creative. and
its ailm is to capture the
‘attention of the local
audience. .

As we all know we are living at
a time of dramatic changes
due to great global, social and
cconomic upheaval.

- Demoeracy amd human rights

have scored significant gains

throughout the globe. But
these translormations ‘of the
political. social and economic
landscape have yet to have a
positive impact on the many

" millions of women who live in

abject poverty.

A majority of these.women are
farmers., producers and
traders in the informal sctor
enabling them to subsist in
countrics where women's

opportunities for wage
employment are negligible.
The World's Women: Trends
and Statistics 1970-1990
published by the United
Nations presents the most
compicte depiction so far of
woimnen’'s  conditions and
contributions across the
world. It confirmis what we-
have for years suspeeted, that
womnen are the majority of the

. poor. they work the/ longest

b the.. UN for
tgvelopment of women al

y ~ Womenin lz‘evelopment
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United Nations Industrial

it is now lully recognized
that industrialization is a
dynamic Instrument of
growth essential for rapid
economie and social
development and is a prime
requirement for the

improvement of living
standards and the quality of
life of peoples in developing
countries. The promotion and
accelerafion of Industrial
development in developing
countries as well as fostering
cooperation on global.
regional as well as sub-
scctoral levels towards this

end is the primary objective of

the United Nations Industrial
Development Organization
(UNIDO). As' the central
coordinating agency for

. industrial activities within

the United Natlions system.
UNIDO offers developing
countries a wide variety of
projects and programmes.
Technical cooperation

| am glad to learn that the United Nations System of | projects make up the bulk of

Organisations In Bangladesh is bringing out special
supplements in newspapers on the occasion of the United
Nations Day on October 24. |

| am particularly happy that "Women in Development”

has been chosen as the theme of this year's UN Day
in Bangladesh. This has been!’ very
appropriate In the context of our Government's
endeavour to Improve the condition of womenfolk in

observance

Bangladesh and ensure their active involvement in

national development efforts. The UN Organisations, |

believe, would continue to provide co-operation and

assistance to our programmes in this field.
| wish the venture all success.

Khaleda Zia

- Prinmve M}nlster NP AT e
Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

It Is a matter of great
encouragement and opti-
mism that the UN
Organisations in Bangla-
desh have taken (he
Initiative to bring out this
supplement of "Women in
Development” on the
occasion of the United
Nations Day this year. |
felicitate them on this

tUmely gesture to sensitize
and raise consclousness on
this vetal Issue of concern,
for all, and wish to
reiterate that the
Government of Bangladesh
Is fully committed towards
any endeavour undertaken

the

all tifhes.

Today, Seventeen Minl-
stries and Devisions have
been assigned as focal
points for Women
Development (WID)
programmes. under the
overall supervision of the
Ministry of Women's
Affairs. A National
council for Women's
Development (NCWD) to be
headed by the Prime

Minister is also In the

hours. they eam the lowest
pay and receive the fewest
hem-l"_its. In developing
countries women are now
working 60-90 hours a week
Just to maintaiu their meagre
Iving standard.

It also shows that women are
the majority of the poor and
the number of women living
i rural poverty has increased

e
-

MESSAGE

in

process of being formed.
The . NCWD will be
responsible for monl-

toring the activities of the -

national agencles concer-

ggv% with women's
lopment issues.

Bangladesh's commitment
and active involvement in
amellorating the condi-
tion of women bears recog-
nition In its election to

- such International bodies

as ‘'the Commission on
Elilmination
Discrimination Against
Women, Commission on
the Status of Women and
the Board of Trustees of the
International Research
and Training Insutute for
the Advancement of

~Women, The Government

of the People’s Republic of
Bangladesh under Begum
Khaleda Zia will cease-
lessly strive for realizing
women's rights and do
their best to ensure their

rightful place under the -

sSLm.

A. S. M Moslafizur
Rahman *
Foreign Minister

H:puh[lc‘uf Bangladesh |

by 50 percemt sinec 1975. They
are the majority of the world's
illiterate, the number rose
from 543 million to 597
milllon between 1970 to 1985.
Women in Asia _and Africa
work 13 hours a - week more
than men and are mostly
unpaid. earn 30 to 40 pereent
less than imen for doing equal
work. Woinen hold between 10

of

I

Government of the People's

its activities but equally
dynamic and of increasing
importance are support
programmes in investment
promotion. inforpation
exchange. training and
rescarch. Accordingly. the
priorities constituting the
currenit medium term plan of
the organization comprise
human resource development.,
development and transfer of
technology. industrial
rehabilitation and
modernization. £mall and
medium scale " industry.

environment and cnergy.

mobilization of financial

resources, cconomic
cooperation amongst
developing countries
including sub-regional

industrial cooperation: and
equally importantly.
in

integration of women

wm
____Organization

:ldu-trhl development.

UNIDO's comunitment! 1o*

integration of women in
industrial development s 'a
deliberate policy aim. ARler
UNIDO became a specialized
agency in 1986, a scparate unit
in UNIDO Headquarters was
charged with the
responsibility of developing.
promoting. coordinating and
monitoring activities within
UNIDO that affect women at
all levels and sectors of
industry.

There has been. in reeent
times. a dramatic surge in the
number of women engaged in
various forms of industrial
activities whether as self-
taught food processors and
small scale entreprencurs or
‘As skilled computer
technicians. accomplished
administrator and senior
industrial managers. The vast
majority of women In
industry Is concentrated ip a
narrow range of light
industrial occupations such as
clectronics. food processing
and textiles.

In Bangladesh. the textile
scctor s particularly
significant from the point of
view of employment of women
in industry. The readymede
garments industry employs
currently between 8 and 9 lac
people most of whom are
womer. Additionally. the
handloom sector accounts for
more than one quarter of all
manufacturing employment
in the country and is
characterized by a
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preponderance of women.

often operating from or near
their households. While the

readymade garments sector is

an Increasingly important
segment of Bangladeshi
industry currently
contributing almost 60

The Srnr{:tﬂry General's
meassage for United Nations
Day 1993 is about change. the
beginning of a new chapter in
the history of the world. and
therefore. a need for a new
United Nations. That is why
we., the agencies of the United
Nations sysfem In

- Bangladesh. are focussing on

*and

education has the greatest
impact on improving health
and nutrition of familics as
well as on family planning. A
strong Eltltf positive
assoctation between political
civil liberties and
women's education has also
been demonstrated.
Enhancing women's Income
tuaadhrctinlpactunﬂy:mll
heing of families because
women generally use their
income far houséhold
purposes while men's
spending is geared more
towards personal consun-
ption. Active parti-cipation of
women, not  just as
beneficiaries but as equal
pariners in deve-lopment.
have resulted “in successful
programmes Iin enviro-
nnwntal management,

this occasion on the issue of drinking water supply. low-

which we consider most
fundamental to bringing
about change in Bangladesh.
National and international
Initiatives ° since the UN
Decade for Woimen (1975- 1985)
have raiscd the consclousness

of the world, muimunit}' on

the lmportance of women's
neefds and concerns in the
global developinent agenda.

Why is improvement in the
situsdtion anvd status of women
furclamental to dévelopment?
It is becaulle without
addressing the Issucs of
wolnen's education. well-being
amdl status. many soeictal

goals cannot be achieved. For
instagee. many studies have
shown that women's

lo 20 percent of managerial
and

administrative jobs
worldwide,

The causc of the women is
gradually becoming oné of the
most special field of atiention
for the United Nation as a
whole. The concern iIs evident
in its convening of the Porth
World Conference on Women,
scheduled to be held in 1995,
which will examine the gains
and /or scthacks for women in

* The need. then. Is to inform,
cnable and empower woinen l',ﬂl

cost housing and so forth.

There are many examples in
Bangladesh whese poor

nen, given the vpportunity.
have successlully organized
for mutually support and
income-generating activities
and have proven themsclves
to_be cxeellent credit risks,

become key actors in the
development process.

UN agencies are encouraged by |

the leadership shown by H.E.

the Prime Minister and the
Goyerninent of Bangladesh on
the issue of women in
development. 1o which we give
our whele hearted suppoit.

Eimi Watanabe
Resident Coordinator of the
United Nations System's *
Operational Activities For

Developinent In Bangladesh

the decade sinee the Nairobd
Conference in 1985. This

. Conference will also review

“the agenda for wometi to the

« year 2000 amnd beyoned.

The end of Cold war and a
stampede towards multi-party
democracy ralsed
expeclations of a peace
dividend lor development. Bul
without the active
participation and equal

See page 9
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* Industry

- limited

pereent of its export revenues,
the handloom seéctor iIs
equally important. though In
a different way. catering
mainly to domestic market
and accounting for over 1wo

thirds of the total cloth supply .
of the country.

UNIDO has been active in
the textile sector of
Bangladesh in a number of
ways., It has provided
technical assistance for
productivity improvements at
the enterprise level and also
assisted in the establishment

the Textile Industry

velopment Centre fof
advancing the technical and
technelogical levels of the
with a view to
improve profitability and
international
competitiveness. [INIDO also
darried out a study of the
implications of the
introduction of new
technologies In ready made
garments sector in order lo
provide possible scenarios
that might impact on
employment of women and
the need far training and
choice of technology.
Technica! acistance has alsd
been offered to study the
requirements for backward
linkages of the sector so as to
reduce vulnerability and
provide durability to
sustained growth of an
industry with higlf rates of
women employment. Possible
technical assistance
interventions in the
hapdloom sector arc also
beirig actively considered.' '’
may be mentioned that the
bulk of technical assistance
activities of UNIDO in
Bangladesh are rendered
within the framework of
UNDP financing. 1

As additional employmen

prospects in agriculture are
and jobs in the

mmanufacturing sector are
restructured. women's
presence in the informal

economy becomes even more
marked. This is an area In
which UNIDO provides much
technical assistance in a wide
range ol developing countries.

- The task Is essentially to

. export

improve the efficiency of
micro Industries. a large
proportion of which is
operated by women. The
programmes cover skill
upgradation. some technical
and managerial training.
access to credit, delivery of
appropriate technology and
marketing assistance. A
major UNDP sub- regional
programme on
entreprencurial development
through small industry using
‘rural funding mechanisms is
currently being formulated
with active UNIDO assistance
under the leadership of
Bangladesh and for
application to the countries ol
the sub-region. UNIDO is
currently discunnlng' a
supportive trailning
progranime in Bangladesh for °
women entrepreneurs in the
food processing industry.
While traditional
entreprencurship
development progrgmmes aim
at stiinulating
entrepreneurial
characteristics and
management skills. the
UNIDO training programme
combines such
entreprencurial training with
technical aspects of
production and thus aims to
provide women entrepreneurs
with the entrepreneurial
awarencss., management
skill and technical
knowledge necessary for them
to run sinall scale enterprises
ini the food processing sector.

UNIDO is actively engaged
in developing suh-sectoral
programmes with the
Governinent of Bangladesh in
a number of labour intensive
manufacturing sectors with
potential. mast of
which would signifieantly
enlarge the opportunitics for
the employment of womern In
industry.



