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Let Kashmir Bleed
No More

In Kashmir where Indian security forces and
Mushm militants are locked inh a bloody battle, ca-
sualties on either side are becoming higher and
higher. However, Friday's 31 innocent and
unarmed people by the Border
is more than shocking even by the Kashmiri stan-
With 20 more serfously injured of
a total of more than 100, the death toll may still go
up. We condemn this slaughter of the innocent and
express our great concern at this trigger-happy be-
haviour of the Indian security forces. The prospect
of peace in Kashmir thus recedes in the distant
horizon.

No doubt, this latest killing of civilian people will
draw widespread condemnation; but this will do
little good to those people who have lost their lives
and who have lost their near and dear ones. The
political stalemate in Kashmir is exacting a heavy
price neither the Indian government nor the mili-
tants fighting for secession from India can afford.
This latest confrontation Between the Indian trpops
and the separatists has centred around the flush-
ing of 50 armed Muslim militants from the holiest
shrine in the state, Hazratbal Mosque. For a week
now the separatists have been holing up in that
mosque and government troops ringing around |it.

As it happens often in this part of the world, the
issue of politics has become mixed with that of reli-
gion on the question of flushing the armed mili-
tants whose supporters defied curfew and tried to
break the siege of the mosque. By opening [ire on
the unarmed people, therefore, the BSF have failed
to take into cognizance the religious sentiment as-
sociated with the Hazratbal mosque. Their inept
and insensitive handling of the issue, instead of
quelling the armed rebellion, will cause a flare-up
of violence in that troubled state.

Apparently, the situation is going out of control.
Otherwise there is hardly any explanation for this
marauding mood on the part of the administration
of Kashmir. Only when the authority is in a panic,
does it to such demonstration with an un-
necessdry amount of brutality. But as in the past,
this use of force will lead the feuding parties to
nowhere other than a situation fraught with more
hostility, hatred, violence and vengeance.
Insensitivity and miscalculation alone cannot quite
explain the BSF brutality, for the futility of the use
of force has by now been proved beyond any doubt.
The Indian government must think of something
radical and positive Lo save the day for both par-
ties. The policy pursued so long in Kashmir has
proved its inadequacy and gbsolescence over such
a long period that a [resh start to a well-calculated
diplomatic move now looks to be overdue.

the old relations breaking down following
the end of the cold war, the incompatibility of the
old-world diplomacy has also been exposed. It is
hard to reconcile with the new reality for statemen

of the old order, but unless théy cari take the fight." "

politically speaking, to the discontented and disen-
chanted citizens, there is little chance of ruling
peacefully and holding the country together.
Conflicting forces — from rise of fundamentalism to
openness and democratisation — are at work now

more than ever before. Either delay or udge-
ment in taking up the challenge will prove fatal.

For India, time is indeed running out. It is not
only sitting on a long-drawn problem, but on one
that is more like a time bomb with immense de-
structive potential. Unless the incendiary is de-
fused. the disaster cannot be averted. However tall
the order may be, India will have to rise up to the
occasion. The Israelis and the Palestinians have
proved, no matter how big the obstacle is, if there
is sincerity of will, it can be overcome. India obvi-
ously can take a cue from the Israel-PLO agree-
ment.

Counterfeiting Goods

Alter spurious medicine, adulterated foodstufls
and pirated books. now is the turn for counterfeit
wrist-watch. According to a report published in a
vernacular daily on Thursday. the police have
captured 14 counterfeit wrist-watches of Seiko-5
brand along with tools and parts of watch from
Islamabad Market of Chittagong. This front-page
small piece of news has not given many a detail
other than the arrest of two men in connection with
the incident.

Details or not, we all know how pervasive the
business of counterfeit goods has been and how it
has eroded the consumer canfidenceé in goods of
every description. The fact that select items of spe-
cial brands and companies enjoy an enviable repu-
tation prompts fake producers to imitate the prod-
ucts often with disastrous results. Certainly, this is
an {llegal practice and punishable offence.
However, laws against counterfeiting is no guaran-
tee that the practice will come to an end. People of
dubious character risk their freedom for unearned
profit.

Nowhere has the practice ol copying products
and deceiving customers apparently been carried
more to its limits than in this country. Jinjira-made
items are so ingenuously perfected that bare eyes
fail to detect the differences between the fake and
the genuine. Only after use does one realise that
one has been deceived. One explanation of this
widespread fake business can be that innovation
and research— the key elements to beat rival com-
panies — are lacking in the country. Taking advan-
tage of the gap between demand and supply of
quality goods, counterfeiting comes to [ill in the
vacuum. ~

This lack of competition in the industrial or pro-
ductive sector is a dangerous drawback for the cre-
ation of wealth. The craze for foreign goods can also
be explained by this stunted industrial growth. Like
black money, the counterfeit goods leave an ad-
verse impact on the economy. The question is, if a
drive against such praclices can at all be success-
ful. The anrswer is: a popular government to
leave its mark certainly can do the job. But then it
will have t{;ﬂﬁvc a shake-up to the law enforcing
agency for iently dealing with the problem. It is
difficult to believe, much of the underground and
clandestine production and trade can be without
their knowledge.
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to govern and she should get
the nation's full support in im-
the people’s man-

|

In analysing the election re-
sults a few points deserve spe-
cial attention. First and fore-

most, Nawaz Sharil has

as a national leader. It
was believed that Sharif's
sup would be confined to
the but surprisingly he

well. In fact his has polied
39.77 per cent of the popular
vote against 38.36 polled by the
Benazir's PPP, Even in Sindh,
which is a trldlthnnJHHFFP
stronghold, the PML 30
per cent of the voles and won 4
scats in the National Assemb
and 8 seats in the Provincial
Assembly. This is a significant
development as it marks the
emergence of two national par-
ties in the country under two
charismatic leaders. Sharils
success in the Frontier Provinee
was because
the of province has
been dominated for oo long by
regional parties.

One wonders how and why
Sharif was able to capture the
imagination of the voters and
pose an impressive challenge to
Bhutto whose crowd -pulling ca-
pacity was unguestioned. The
PPP, it was generally accepted,
was the only ‘national’ party in
the country with support in all
the four provinces. The main
reason for Sharif's success, in
my view, was his courage in

Ghulam Ishag Khan

bureaucrat

i

usurp

ers impunity. In this con
nection one recall the
dismissal o Khwaja
Nazimuddin by Ghulam
Mohammad in the fifties

polled less than 7 per cent of
the votes in the National
Assembly elections. In the 1970

clections (when WaS
part of Pakistan) se parties
won 8 per cent of the votes. Of

course it does not mean that
religion is no longer going to be
used for political purposes.
Nawaz Sharil's Muslim League

has stfll not been able h;_nm-
jetiison its re-
-based politics. the re-
jection of the Jamaat and its
spurious claims to speak in the
name of Islam is a bﬂl-:?r to
the sound common sense of the
voters. Politiclans in other parts
of the region should see that.the
voters, even in an lslamic state
— are turning their back on ex-
trerism and obscurantism. The
of Pakistan must have
seen through the unserupulous
in which religion was
used time and again, to further
the political interests of an
ambitious leader or a party.
Even a military ruler such as
Zia-ul Huq made use ol religion

to tighten his grip on power.

Today the Pakistani people ex-

modern and progressive

to give them an <ffi-

cient forward-looking ad-

ministration. This, | belicve,

should be the most important

that one gets from the

trouncing of the Jamaat-i-
Islami and its allies.

The 1993 celection In
Pakistan was held under a
genuinely neutral caretaker
government. Some of the previ-
ous elections were held under
carctaker ments but their
neutrality was questionable. In
fact ministers under those care-
taker ments sometimes
ran for election and. given the
abscnce of a tradition of clean
and f[air elections, did not feel
constrained to avoid using their
official power to win clection.
This time no one questioned or
doubted the neutrality ol the
Prime Minister Mr Moycen
@ureshi. The success of the ex-
periment of holding elections
under a truly neutral govern-
ment both in Bangladesh in
1991 and in Pakistan in 1993
should be a lesson for all. This
may be the only feasible option
that we in Bangladesh have un-
til the democratic traditions of
free and fair elections take fing
roots in the country.

Many observers were con-
cerncd that the 1993 elections

. in Pakistan did not give a clear

1' by Shab AMS Kibria

like Pakistani nationalism may

mandate lo any

. However, even with-

out dilpuun'“tih view n;: -
night say that election
set in motion for the first time a

ture remains blurred,
alignment of political forces in
all the

other nces has
taken a mnm-r?ﬁm:u Ms

Bhutto's good showing In the

Punjab and Nawaz Sharil's sue-
cessful inroad into the interior

of Sindh are clear proof of this
most healthy trend. Indeed, if
this trend continues, something

|

eventually grow to bind the
country together. But this is yet
in the future.

There are a few gquestions
which must be addressed by
the new government quickly te
restore peace and stability In
the country. What will be the
fate of the Mohajers who boy-
cotted the election? The coun-
try's principal metropolis

Karachi has been in a state of

turmoil for too long due to eth-
‘nic tension and conflicts be-
tween the Mohajers, Sindhis,
Pathans and Punjabis. Wise
leadership will not permit this
festering sore to slow down the
nation's integration and
progress.

Pakistan's foreign policy
stands at a cross road. Having
been allied to the United States
for four decades, it has at last
reached a point when it has to
make a choice. During the
Afghan civil war Pakistan's
fricndship was vital to the
Untted States but that compul-
ston does not exist any moye. In
fact, the US has already shifted
its attentions (as well as its pri-
orities) clsewhere. Under these
circumstances the US will not
connive at Pakistan's nuclear
aspirations as it did during the
Rcagan era. Ms Bhutto's re-
ported declaration very recently
that she would continue the
country’s nuclear weapons de-

the
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Pakistan Takes a Giant Step in Establishing
a Stable Democratic System

which Ms Bhutto will have to
take early d

that the caretaker government
of Mr Qureshi carried out. Will
she really scrap some of the im-

portant reforms such as the

impeosition of taxes on landown-
ers? Neither the World Bank
nor the donor community will

su pport such a policy.

A guestion that is ln:
prople’s mind though few

like 10 openly pose it is whether
the Pakistan's army

arc genuinely committed to a

democratic system of govern-
ment. Have they decided to go

n. She will
also have to review the reforms
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and Pakistan seems to have
passed an important hurdle in
flying colours. They deserve our
good wishes for every success in
their struggle for democracy,
stability, peace and prosperity
in the years ahead.

IN MEMORIAM

When He was Needed
Most

— AMM A'abad

The perfect gentleman, the
perfect journalist, and a great
He set new standard for

—

rnalism in after

return to his in
the late ‘80s. He was the Guru
o a new breed of ;

He had an prose
style which reminded the
readers of Lin Yu s de-

ANADIANS are launched
on what will probably be
the most confusing gen-
eral glection in the country's
history. There are several
reasons for confusion. The first

that there are five political ,
Abai will. win - engugh,.

votes lo ect the result in
many of the 259 seals.

Usually Canadian federal
elections are a fight between
Conservatives and Liberals,
while the New Democrats have
sometimes held the balance of

power. But today a new party, .

the Bloc Quebecois, is tipped to
win at least half the 75 seats in
Quebec. Another newcomer, the

Reform Party, may also take a

fair number of seats in he two
western provinces, Alberta and
British Columbia.

_ So it is quite likely that, after
the voting on October 25, nei-
ther the present Conservative
prime minister Kim Campbell
nor her Liberal t Jean
Chretien ends up with a major-
ity. Deals will have to be made if
Canada is to have a stable gov-
ernment.

A second reason for confu-
sion is that, while opinion polls
show that the issue worrying
most voters is unemployment,
Campbell. who has talked least
about creating jobs, has pulled
her party into leading position.

In the first week of the cam-
paign she warned Canadians
she did not expect the present

t rate of 11.6 per

cent to much before the

year 2000. She added that her
priority is to reduce the deficit,
which means cutting govern-

ment spending — and therefore® -

—— e e — - pr— ==

Izﬂmrforpubm in these columns should be
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Clyde Sanger writes from Ottawa

~Canada Faces its Most Confusing Election

Canada is

facing-a-general election that may result in a coalition governynery. Kim Campbell, whg
" took: bver as’ Prime Minister from thé uripopuldr Brian Mulroney only rhoriths ago, may be electéed

without a majority of seats. Usually Canadian polls are straight fights between Liberals and
Conservatives. Now five parties are in with a chance of winning a number of seats. The country’s
first woman prime minister may have to make concessions to form an alliance with one of the two
other main parties.

'Will Campbell pull it off?
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more jobs and social services.

* Normally such tough talk at
election time would destroy a
party's chances. The Liberals
and New Democrats have pro-
duced detailed plans for creat-
ing half a million new jobs

® Major new factors in Canadian

political scene are Reform Party in
Western Canada, formed in 1988, and
Bloc Quebecois

W h
R | @ 1988 slection was won by Brian
-‘III'.'. .._,p:

Muironey's Progressive

® Of 17 million volers 75% went to

the polis in 1988

L.

scale public works and a na-

tional child care programme.

So far this has done them no
good. Campbell, prime minister
for only three months so far,
has scored as the most popular
leader, even in Quebec though
her French is less than perfect

| | addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed

with double space. For reasons of space, short letters

are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-

tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and I

address.

pply of fish

S  the last two years
fish h.~-pecome very expensive
in the country. While the coun-
try has earned seven hundred
crore Taka from export of fish
in the last fiscal year, the local
market is practically s

| Even sea fish which was rela-

tively cheap earlier has be-
come very costly and people
are serious protein defi-

| clency. To bring down fish

price, it is su ted that or-
dinary varieties of sea fish like
'Lotia’, 'Pua’, 'Churl’, 'Rita’ etc
may be marketed in sufficient
quantity through the Fisheries
Corporation, in handy packets,
in Dhaka, Chittagong and other
big towns. This is likely to have
a so effect on fish price
and | ring fish within the
reach of common consumers.
While earning foreign ex-
change through fish export fs
commendable, the guestion is

| — foreign exchange for whom?

Il the common people go
without essential protein,
carning foreign exchange car-
riess very little significance,
Hence restricting export of
fish to a certain extent for
augmenting local supply may
also be pondered over ur-
gently. !

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Dhaka Cantonment, Dhaka

Tunnel for road

crossing

Sir, These days it is not easy
and safe to cross a busy road.
Buses, trucks, cars, scooters
and rickshaws go on plying one
after another. A pedestrian has
to walt and wait. But after
passing of a considerable period
of ime when he is exhausted
and frustrated he makes an at-
tempt at the risk of his life to
cross the road amidst non-stop
movement of the vehicular traf-
fic. This is happening almost

everywhere especially at Hatk-
hola, Mohakhali, Malibagh,
Kakrail, Shishu Park Road,
Baitul Mukarram-Naya Paltan,
Shameoli Cinema, Dhaka-Naray-
anganj Road/Folder Street
crossing, Press Club-Topkhana
Road, Nawabpur Road and so
on. As such the number of road
accidents is increasing day by
day in the city.

How may ‘zebra crossings’ do
we have in Dhaka? Innume-
rable. But how many of these
justify their existence and
maintain their sanctity during
traffic signal? Not a single one.
Even if the vehicular traffic is
stopped for a second there is
hell of a traffic jam and the suf-
ferings of the people know no
bounds. |

We wonder why Dhaka
Municipal Corporation is always
busy in demolishing and re-
building road islands here and
there. Can't it construct a few
tunnels for convenient and safe
crossing of the busy roads by
the pedestrians on the one
hand and also for the un-inter-
rupted movement of the vehicu-
lar traffic on the other hand for
the benefit of all?

If Europe can build a tunnel
beneath the sea linking the
United Kingdom with France
for railway communication

.there is no reason why can't we

build a few small tunnels for

and she has had to take lessons
to improve it.

The Liberals are wondering
what they have done wrong.
They were comfortably 20
points ahead in opinion polls
until June. They have picked an
impressively strong list of can-
didates. They have taken two
years to work out a sensible set
of modern but middle-of-the-
road policies.

The answer. al they
cannot admit it. is that they
chose the wrong leader three
years ago. Chretien, now 59,
had a fine record as a minister
in high posts of the government
of Pierre Trudeau up to 1984 -
But he is extremely unpopular
in his native Quebec. where
many have rewritten history
and say he worked with
Trpdeau to prevent their own
province having a special place
in the Canadian federal system.

He also has a folksy way of
speaking which, combined with
a face slightly twisted through
suffering polio as a child. fails
to give him the image of a so-
phisticated leader.

Paul Martin Jr., a smoothly

——— e e —— 2 mma

crossing our busy roads by
land?

We would request the Dhaka
Municipal Corporation to move
with the time, to meet the road
traffic challenge of Dhaka city
without further delay and to
construct one or two tunnels for
road crossing on trial basis
first,

O H Kabir
Dhaka

Nurses

Sir, [ take this opportunity,
as a subscriber of your reputed
newspaper, to respond to Mr
Sharier Khan's post-editorial
"An Unhealthy Trend
Prevails in the Health Sector for
the Last One Year"” that was
published on 18th of Septe-
mber, 1993. As an humble
officer of the Directorate of
Health Service, | believe that it
Is our onerous and proud privi-
lege to repudiate the stigma
that was put on us rather slan-
derously.

Mr Khan quoting “sources”
described that “the Health
Directorate has a vast working
field, it has its own problems
which remain to be solved for a
long time ... there also were
some indiscipline and corrup-
tion in the Health Directorate.”
If this statement is related to
the title of the article then we

successful Montreal business-
man, who came second in the
Liberal leadership contest three
years ago and has been the
brains behind the party’s plat-
form, would have had little diffi-
culty leading the Liberals to vic-
tory.

Meanwhile Kim Campbell,
the bright, witty and sometimes
boastful lawyer from British
Columbia, moved to centre
stage, made lots of friends going
to picnics and baseball games
all summer, and let people for-
get her greatly disliked prede-
cessor, Brian Mulroney.

However, the two nearest
parties are threats to her
Lonservatives. While Mulroney,
with a mixture of patronage and
Irish blarney. made Quebec his
own stro , she is in dan-
ger of losing much of it to
Lucien Bouchard who quit the
Mulroney cabinet in a bitter
quarrel and set up the Bloc
@uebecois (BQ).

The BQ is pledged to work
for the separation of Quebec
and its seven million people
from the rest of Canada. It is

deduce that this apparently
sweeping statement refers to
the affairs of the last one year of
this Directorate. For the learned
readers of your esteemed news-
paper. let us inform that in the
last one year, one former
Director General has retired at
the beginning of the stated pe-
riod. one Director General offi-
clated temporarily and the pre-
sent Director General has as-
sumed the office three months
back. Against whom this charge
of indiscipline and corruption is
labelled as the head of the insti-
tution? Does the source know
the difference between indisci-
pline and corruption? Does
(s)he know what transpired in
between in this office? If there
was any corruption did the
“source” notify the law enforcing
agency in this regard as a re-
sponsible and patriotic citizen,
or any other responsible and
relevant au :

The most ridiculous allega-
tlons came from a cate
leader of the Bangladesh Diplo-
ma MNurses Association. He
bedaubed the Health Dire-
ctorate as “corrupt and inef-
ficient.” Inefficiency s on
many factors, one of which is
resource availability. But cor-
rupt if there is any, let us know
and see what actions we take,
This top most mouthpiece of the
association even does not know

ne

unlikely to win over voters who -
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nd interven
ment Canada has had since
1945,

Kim Campbell,
Conservative hersell at heart,

a fiscal

which
Conservatives cannot claim. It
stands up for them against the
power which central Canada —
Ontario and Quebec — has
wielded for 126 years. Though
never baldly stated, it believes
French-Canadians have been
given too much of everything,
from political power to indus-
trial contracts.

If Kim Campbell comes out
top on October 25, but without
a majority of seats, which of the
two — the Bloc Quebecois or
the reform party — will she try
to recruit into some sort of al-
Hance?

Either party has a narrowly
selfish view of what it wants to
do with Canada. If she has to
make major concessions to win
Manning's or Bouchard's sup-
' port, the prospects are sad for
Canada's immediate future..

this country has! Not 80.000
but only 20,000 is the number
of physicians that this country
has and out of them only 9,000
are serving in the government.
This leader laments that the
Directorate "cannot solve the
problems of 80,000 doctors ...

how can it do anything good for

the nurses?” Doing good to any
professional or any citizen, for

that matter, is a multifaceted
issue. This is a dilemma for any
poor nation in general. Alas, if
this naive leader could under-
stand that complex cause and
effect relationship!

Another lady of the nurses
association comes up with the
argument that since the (Civil)
Surgeons do not like nurses” so
the nurses will never accept any
government order, which will
make them suffer like that.” The
interesting deduction is, since
these administrators (Surgeons)
are close to the working places
of the nurses so they are ‘pain
in their neck.’ Since the Nursing
Directorate has only seven
managers/administrators out of
36 at the national level there is
no way that they can monitor
and supervise the institutional
nurses. This makes
happy! And let them be
with their own sets of rule and
dictum!

A sensitive citizen



