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Good Luck to Bhutto

Benazir Bhutto's bouncing back to power within
three years of her manipulated ouster by former

L

President Golam Ishaq Khan, aks volumes of -

this fire woman le from Pakistan.
Her my perseverance and leader-
ship qualities hs t her out with flying
colour from the crisis to which the machinations of
Shartf clique had put her. She has
an uncanny ability of turning seem-
into political gains. Her immoral, un-
and opportunistic move of joining the crafty
Ishaq In illegally ousting Nawaz Sharif gave
a very bad image. When the Pakistan Supreme
restored Sharif to power, many political ob-
servers thought Benazir had suffered a mortal
blow. She turned the event around by joining
hands with Nawaz Sharif to work out a deal for the
departure of Golam Ishaq from Pakistan's political
scene, and holding an election under a caretaker
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We in Bangladesh feel a great sense of relief that

Pakistan was able to came out from this
recent crisis with its democratic institutions

not only unscathe, but, hopefully, greatly
st . We are also impressed by the
neutral and ‘honest-broker’'s’ role that the army
played. It is a vindication of the emerging
g 1 trend of political and representative

governments holding sway over army's unbridled
ambition.

A significant difference in Benazir's return to
power, compared to her first stint, is of course her
carrying the crucial province of Punjab with her.
Her control over Punjab and Sindh, and probably
Beluchistan, with the North West Frontier Province
(NWFP) going to Sharif, will give her enough power
to provide a stable government to Pakistan. That
really is the key requirement of the moment.
Whether or not the events of the coming years
prove so, or otherwise, will depend, to a € ex-
tent, on the personal equation of the two leaders —
Bhutto and Sharif. :

In a sense both should realise that they need
each other's cooperation. For both have been top-
pled once by the other, by joining hands with a
third force. If Sharif in 1990, and Bhutto in
1993, refused to partake in conspiracies against
one another, then Pakistan's democratic
experiment would have been stronger,
election process more regular, and government
more stable.

It is our fervent hope that Bhutto, in her arro-
gu of victory, and Sharif in his bitterness of de-

t. do not fall back to politics as usual, jeopardiz-
ing the future of the country. Bhutto must be
aware of the fragility of her majority and as such
create a genuine atmosphere of cooperation with
the ion. Sharif, on his part, should accept
the fact that by however small a , he came
second, and as second he must allow Bhutto to
'have a.go at the government. Sharif has made two
very t gains — his Staturé as 4 national
leader is higher than it ever was, and his political
party, the Pakistan Muslim League (PML) has, for
the first time, emerged as a significant national
party. With these two pluses, his turn at the helm

is bound to come.
We hope both leaders rise to the occasion and

put the country and democracy above their per-
sonal feuds. Given the record of personal clash of
these two leaders, this is. perhaps, demanding a
lot. But this is what the country needs at the
moment. Let them not forget that the
people of Pakistan are quite fed up with their
personal feud. which is amply demonstrated by the
low turn-out in the election. Do not forget,
hidden within the open result, there is an implicit

warning.
Two Winners or

No Winner

Garri Kasparov has already clinched the break-
away Times' world chess championship. And in
Jakarta Anatoly Karpov is in an impregnable posi-
tion to beat Dutch grandmaster Jan Timman and
win the official FIDE world chess championship.
T r the results add up to an irrecoverable loss
to world chess — with no winners anywhere. In
fact, had Kasparov and Short — the most unlikely
duo to embark jointly on anything — not run madly
after lucre, they would by now have been the only
world chess champion and runners-up instead of
just one of a pair.

The supreme act of discomfiting FIDE — the in-
ternational chess federation instituting and con-
ducting the world championship foer more than
four decades — was only to be expected from the
Azeri-born genius. The collapse of the Soviet
Union helped him do that blandly and bluntly —
without having any troubled thoughts about it. He
had been led to equate the FIDE with
Soviet tyranny both of which shamelessly
went for ensuring the crown for Karpov,
something Kasparov wouldn't ever forgive in his
life.

What had Nigel Short, the intellectual of the
chess world, against the FIDE? It couldn't be that
Manchester was so disagreeable to him or

. the prospect of a leaner purse than expected had

maddened him. The respectability and the fat
purse given to their act of walking over FIDE could
only be possible by a Times under Rupert
Murdoch, no more the mascot of British

The poorest show in the tragedy came unfortu-
nately from FIDE itself. It pitted a burnt out Karpov
against a not-so-classy Timman — both beaten by
Short very convincingly — for its world champi-
onship in a way compelling world opinion not to
accept its winner as truly such. A very foolish act it
was — almost suicidal. And the backing out of
Oman from sponsorship and FIDE’s putting the
championship literally oni auction wrecked what
was left of the FIDE's prestige and hold on the

" Are Karpov and Kasparov happy world champi-
ons? May be they are. But the world would con-
tinue unhappily without its true hero — although it

I8 universally agreed that Kasparov is one of the
all-time greats of the game. -
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T ME latest Commodity
Review and Ouflook,

1992-93, published by
FAO earlier this year men-

tioned that both Bangladesh
and Indonesia were expected

to export rice — a substantial
achievement as both countries
had, until recently,
. It s a

From 1990-1992, lnnuli-‘ l:-
age world Tﬂ 3.2 mil-
lion tons milled lﬁu -
only cent
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| from India fetched a

,ta 30 per cent broken low
quality grades. :

rice market tends to be rather
static — the market is not

In order to enter that
market, we have to secure, to

Therefore, strong

should be expected. The
world's largest .exporter is
Thailand at 4.8 million tons in
1992, followed by USA at 2.1
million tons. On the other
hand, Vietnam, during the last

four years, has carved out a

market share of around two
million tons — a 15 per cent
share of the world market to-
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Rice is a highly differenti-
ated export commeodity. Ex-
port proceeds realised from
high quality rice could be
three times that of low quality
grades in the world market. In
1992, India received 370 mil-
lion dollars by exporting
700.000 tons of rice; while
Vietnam against 1.9 million
tons got only 260 million dol-
lars. The guality Basmati rice

which was 325 per cent
higher than the pricesa re-
ceived by Vietnam from its 25
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A case for exporting riee

can also be established from
the trends in production as

well as projections for the fu-
ture. During the last 10 years,

reasonably expect an output of
39.16 million tons of paddy
which, after deducting 10 per
cent for seed, feed and
wastage, should yield 23.62
million tons of foed grain rice
at the prevailing extraction
rate of two-third of dry paddy.
This would imply an availability
of 15.72 ounces of rice daily
per capita for the estimated
population of 145 million by
the year 2000. The wheat out-
put of about one million tons at
present as well as im
wheat would all be in addition
to the over-supply of rice since
the national standard is avail- ’
ability of ¥5.5 ounces daily per
capita of grains — rice plus
wheat. .
Clearly, there is a case for
export of rice otherwise stocks
would keep on piling up and
farm-gate prices will collapse

80 that incentives for in-

in million tons
India 0.70
Pakistan 1.40
Thailand 4 .80
Vietnam 1.90
USA 2.10

Country Quantity Exported Value of Exports

Unit Value
in million dollars $ton
370 529
382 273
1.159 252
260 163
676 - 330 o

L A e 1

Thailand's export of stan-
dard 5 per cent broken se-
cured an average value of 250
dollars per ton; while the
American long grains, 100%
(no broken) fetched the price
of 330 dollars per ton. It may
however be noted that not only -
price differentiations are sub-
stantial, such prices are follow-

HE New Zealand govern-

ment has launched a

probe into claims that
many British ‘orphans’ shipped
here after World War 11 were not
orphans at all and were treated
as child slaved in their foster
homes. -

The story of the ‘lost children
of the Empire’ has brought calls
to media from tearful middle-
aged New Zealand who say they
suffered years of physical. sexual
and mental abuse, often at the
hands of religious and charitable

tions which were sup-
posed to be caring for them.

'It'is deeply disturbing and
something that must be investi-
gated,’ says Immigration Minister
Maurice

McTigue. :

About 1,500 British children
are to have been sent to
New Zealand during and after
World War I1.

Of these, about 400 came
through the Child Migrant
Scheme under which parents
signed away guardianship of
their children and sent them to

New Zealand foster parents. The

scheme operated from 1949 to
1952 _

- Thousands of other children
were sent to Australia and
Canada where similar claims of

 Concessions
educational

institutes

Sir, That there are a few ed-
ucational institutions concerned

exclusively with minting money

] is an unavoidable allegation.

Institutes which wish to
continue functioning have to
provide a modicum of genuine
services with at least a few
committed teachers, to keep,
from closing down. So for the
sake of profit any private insti-
tute has to maintain a certain
standard of performance, earn-
ing and maintaining a reputa-

Government educational in-
stitutes have their concerned
ministry to . them. Their
standing in the educational field

creased outputs would neo
longer be there. The total
availability of foodgrains in the
year 2000 can be safely esti-
mated to be 23.62 million tons
of rice and wheat — all domes-
tically produced. This would
mean that after allowing for
domestic consumption at the

:

standard rate of 15.5 ounces
daily per capita, near around
two _million tomns could be
spared for exports. It is a large
quantity and cannot be ex-
until we im-
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rment industry and

rice would emerge
as the single largest export
earner: and rightly so. since
we practice virtual monocul-
ture of rice and rice only.

it is also not true that more
rice would mean less of wheat
and in the ultimate analysis,
zero wheat consumption. In
fact, substitution by more ex-
pensive rice would mean food
insecurity for the poor. Rice is
an expensive grain. If there is
plenty of rice and therefore
less of cheaper wheat or other
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coarse grains, then pulrition-
ally the situation might be
more vulnerable for the
and the deprived. There Is a
case for export of rice and im-
port of cheaper grains. if need
be. in order to augment the
diet of the poor.

Fortunately, our problem no

is food insecurity and

we have also seen that it is not
a problem of inadequate avail-
ability of food but deprivation
of the purchasing power and
hence loss of command over
acquisition of food. In the in-
ternational market, one ton of
better grade rice would fetch
as much as three tons of maize
in price term. Consequently, if
we can build up an export
base of a million ton of rice,
import three million tons of
maize and develop a large
poultry industry, then at least
half a million poultry growers
can be created out ef the h
landless f[amilie§ in rural
Bangladesh. Export of frozen
chicken, like in Thailand, can
then be a new industry. Above
all, the income and employ-
ment impact will be tremen-

dous.
World Market
If we propose to export
rice. we must know about the
world market. The outlook for
1993 was for downward pres-
sure on prices. A contraction
in the volume of world trade
was also expected. Supplies
were expected to increase
with higher production more
than outweighing the slight
decline in carry-over stocks
from 1992. Import demand.

World Market and Our
Potential

however. would fall because of
three factors: (i)

exerting further downward

presstire on prices.
The short-run outlook does
not Joek bright. But our initial

big problem in view of the
fragmented markets for a
highly differentiated product

as well as the small size of our
initial export. However within

the next few we must
build up a modern paddy pro-
cessing and by-product utilisa-
tion indusiry so that domestic
supplies of the desirable
grades of rice and in adequate
quantities can be ensured. The
actual marketing operations
might have to adopt-unortho-
dox arrangements, particularly
if we intend to rapidly enlarge
the exportable quantities of
rice. As for exampile, a sizable
market for rice can be cor-.
nered in Central Asia provided
we accept payments in terms
of raw cotton or crude
petroleum which are their ex-
portable commeodities. Since
we import both cotton and
petroleum, we should agree
and quickly bulld up a shel-
tered market for rice.

The long-run outlook for
rice should be bright because
new buyers, Japan in particu-
lar, are likely to enter the
market. Also. demand for rice

h i TeASE for-
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economies are properly reha-
bilitated. On the supply side,
cost of production of rice in

Thailand is increasing because -

of increasing labour costs.

ﬂt'#md to the urban manu-
acidring jobs. rice cultivation

will be increasingly unattrac-
tive. This had happened in
Malaysia earlier and about to
take place in Thatland. China is
expected to maintain near self-
sufficiency in rice production.
Nevertheless, import of quan-
tities are marginal to the
Chinese domestic output but
constitutes large additions to

the international market of

‘bilities of large exportable sur-

plus of rice in China are re-
mote in view of fairly large-
scale agricultural diversifica-
tion that has already laken

P%e monsoon ulture
combined with low floodplains
leave no option except cultiva-
tion of rice for . Our
surplus rice stocks would con-
tinue to be piled up and

the circumstances, export of
Bangladeshi rice is a must. It is
the right decision. Hopefully,
actions will not be lacking.

Lost Children of the Empire

Derek Round writes from Wellington

abuse and harsh treatment are
now su -

Most of the children lost
touch with families left behind in
Britain.

Mr McTigue says same chil-
dren sent as orphans had par-
ents living in Britain who were
separated during the wartime
blitz and could not be reunited. ‘I
don't know how many ts
are in this sad position.’ he says.

There were some genuine or-
phans but he did not know how
many. ‘We have established from
records who those child migrants
described as orphans are and
how may are involved and where
they are.,’ Mr McTigue says.
‘Every effort must be made to
help locate their living relatives
and see whether they can make
contact.’ ;

New Zealand has asked
British officials to assist the mi-
grants in their search for rela-
tives

The New Zealand scheme,
which began in 1949, was fo-

the institute head, the sincerity

. of the senior teachers and the

enthusiasm of junior teachers.
But it is the private institutes
which, numerically, affect the
quality and quantity of students
being produced every year
the capability of fueling our na-
tional economy at the required
pace of development.

And there is one vital ingre-
dient — as a forelgn consultant
emphasized at the beginning of
this year in an important con-
ference — needed to transform
private educational institutes
into the key factor of rapid eco-
nomic growth: exemption from
unnecessary taxes and charging
them for the use of electricity,

water and so on at commercial -

rates.
Unless educational institutes

cused on fostering children to"

avoid Britain's tough adoption
laws. The scheme was open to
children aged 5-17 and - allowed
parents or guardians to send

children to friends and relatives

in New Zealand or to foster
homes selected by New Zealand's
Child Welfare Service.

~ An official document at the
time said most to the children
were from parents ‘unable to se-
cure a future for themselves or
their children’ because of some
tragedy of war.

In come cases the children
came from families where par-
ents could not provide ‘the bare
necessities of life." In other cases
parents had deserted or sepa-

rated

Once the children were on the
ships, sailing from ports like
Liverpool, there was no turning
back. The New Zealand govern-
ment would not pay for the chil-
dren to return. And their

or guardians had been asked to

. sign a declaration saying they

would not try to get them back.

receive the special treatment
required, there can be no accel-
eration towards development.
Population is never a bar, but it
can be an excusel China,
Indonesia, Talwan, Japan....

also have greater on ei-
ther in terms of total number or
density. If we want an educated
work force, we must be willing
to do whatever is n to
build and develop that infras-
tructure.

Mujibul Haque
Mirpur, Dhaka

Water supply

Sir, The Daily Star comes
out daily with news, views and
comments for the benefit of
mdxm‘l. Your letter column is

Mrs Sandra Stewart. now 54,
came to New Zealand in 1950.
She was separated from her sis-
ter at the age of 12. She says she
was sent to a New Zealand family
where she was treated like
Cinderella and expected to cook,

She complained about the
treatment to child welfare offi-
cers but they didn't want to
know.' Mrs Stewart, now mar-
ried, says she still does not feel
she belongs anywhere, despite
trips to London down
her

“to

family _
She says: ‘I didn't ask to come
here. 1 can't say | had a good
family Itfe in England, but I did
have family.’

Malcolm Axcell, who was sent
here with the first shipment of
children in 1949, said his life as

LS
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a child in New Zealand was one

of hard work and abuse. He had
decided to speak out now be-
cause he wanted to make sure
the story of the 'lost children’
was publicised. -

specially to.attract attention of
those who matter hardly cause
a stir in that quarter leave aside
a courteous nod or acting on

‘the information so published.

I refer to the one head lined
"Water-supply" published in
your esteemed daily on 19.9.93.
I pity Mr Sharif who came out
with his and others’ (in his area)
miserable plight, Almost daily
we are forced to listen to BTV's
news telling us what great de-
velopment activities are under-

-taken by us! Yet we see the

simple (is it?) act of supplying
water to citizeris of the capital is

not finding H:l importance.

In another report in The
Daily Star, we came to know

|

The Daily Star 4

in the air but it was still
sometime before winter came.

knew in The Daily Star. It was
S. M. Ali's final autumn.

Death with rather too fre-
guent exposures has of late ex-
hausted itself of noveity to me. |
wish | could utter before Edna
Millay

I am not resihned at the
shutting away of loving hearts in
the ground

So it is and so it will be for so
it has been, time out of mind

An immutable

taneous icon of glad grace and
aristocratic authority caught a
flight to eternity Enm 4
Bangkok hospital. In life he re-
sernbled a father without chil-
dren to his than an
Editor with an unhealthy pen-
chant biue pencilling and
rank pulling. In death, | believe
he will have shone as the Pole
Star in the now benighted sky
— as the saviour, redeemer ded-
icated to the cause of integrity,

good sense and orthodoxy.

With a dip into the stream of
consciousness, | can asseverate,
| was one of the least-met
colleagues of this colossus of a
journalist. To be honest, | never
had the chance of being for-
mally introdugced to him. It was

E
3
!

My Beloved Editor '

— Kazi M Sakhawatullah
INCE student life during M Ali. | held them all in high es-
over fifty years of my teem but also loved only a few
association with journa- and S M Ali was one of the few.
lism and journalists | was for- He was the only Editor, in re-
tunate to come in contact with cent whom | adored,

many journalists of repute and

Editors of eminence. Notable
among them were Mawlana
Moniruzzaman [slamabadi,
Nasiruddin, Habibullah Bahar,
Abul Mansoor Ahmed, A K
Shamsuddin, Abdus Salam,
Zahur Hossaig Choudhury,
Tofazzal Ho Manik Mia,
Altafl Hossain and last of all S

was better off in New Zealand
despite being badly treated. She
was suffering from rickets dis-
ease when she was taken from
her mother and sent to New
Zealand as an eight-year-old.

‘1 would have been
crippled if I had not come here,’
she says.

But Mrs Leeman adds: ‘The
worst stress for me was
terribly homesick. [ kept think-
ing one day my mether would
send for me. After about five
years | realised she wasn't going
m." "

Lack of documentation is
causing problems for the now-
adult children who do not auto-
matically get citizenship. Mem-
bers of Parliament have called on
the government to take im-
mediate action to help the
migrants track their British roots
and obtain New Zealand citizen-
ship.

A British social worker,
Margaret Himphreys, has formed
the Child Trust to trace
relatives of the children and
push for compensation.

The Immigration Minister, Mr
McTigue, says: ‘The whole thing
is a very, very sorry business.

without water for c on end.
People are made ess with
nowhere to go for redress.

Had this letter beén written
by high powered citizens, (they
don't have to, they possibly
phone or just order) prestol
there would be a flurry all
around to rectify the
“unintended” mistake. Poor Mr
Sharif, did he get the remedy by
now? | doubt it, he probably
does not belong to the "league of
gentlemen"” or he wouldn't have
written that letter.

A democratic system an-
swerable to voters should not
remain deaf to pleas for water.

Md Nasirullah
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

-‘.m

- him on the subject

and not the

ships. Yet | used to consult -
matter. In
spite of being an eminent jour-
nalist in he

was S0 hrmd-—ndhwndulnni to

This imity impressed
ﬂ“ and 1 became devoted to
i_m.

nal. But the nation has
t a brave, honest and dedi-



