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The Intro

Welcome to

Daily Star. We focus this week
on two skill areas - Reading
and Writing.

The Writing Pad includes an

Lan

The British
Council’s second column in the

explanation of its approach and
deals with something that we
have had a great
demand for.

The Reading Questionnaire is
the first of a series that will
address various issues related
to reading skills. It has been

deal of

The British Council
e Matters

our experience that this is often
the area where students that

attend the Bntish Council
Teaching Centre have
difficulty.

We also continue two regular
features - The Language Luab
and The Word Processor.

In this column we want you
to write to us about any
little problems that you have
with English and we will see
if we can ‘analyse’ them.
We will try to give the best
answer possible in the space
available,

Today’s question combines
lots of issues: the difference
between American and British
English; pronunciation;
spelling; indeed, the whole
question of the relationship

Magazine

The Language Lab

'The Writing Pad

Requesting Information

Dear Sir or Madam

| I"'mwritinlﬁn'rnubmnn I have heard that you run

English language courses.

I am interested in joining one of your courses but I am
unablé to come to your office to collect any details.

Therefore I would be grateful if you could send me
further details of the course dates, registration and fees.

Yours faithfully

The aim of this column is to look at various types of letter. We
will look at the ‘product’ by giving model letters and then
briefly discussing some of the features. The ideas for our
examples will come from correspondence that we receive at our
office. -

Wobbly Words

missing?

Look at the example above. Notice the way that it is brokea into

five parts.

!

1. The salufation: in this case the writer uses ‘Sir or Madam’
hecause he or she is not sure if the recipient will be a man or

‘2. The opening paragraph: often, as here, this will be a single
sentence which puts the letter in context - Why are you
writing? Notice that the letter has po subject heading. These are
quiuminpumllmhnheﬁrﬂquwcﬂy
gives the reader an idea of the context.

3. The main body: this gives further detail. This is general

_ information but it must also be relevant as the reader must get

ldurm&Tdemﬂwiﬂmﬂlﬂﬂpn@H.

say- =

y what you want. Do not use phrases that are so loag

that the message is difficult to extract. Here the writer uses ‘I

would be gratefut if you could...

common phrase for making a request of any type.

'Remember also that the end is a very important part of the

letter. It is what the reader is most likely to remember and so
your main message should be here.

5. The signing off: traditionally we use ‘Yours faithfully’ when
there is no name at the top of the letter.

Try this word puzzle. In each shape the letters are jumbled up. Put them in the correct order (Be
careful - one contains more than one word!). What do all of them have in common? What is

nesses national
creates a sense of single
nationhood. This is an event of

pride and

in a long protracted parade
exceptionally even
to the British people as well.
The whole procession looked
like a grand travelling circus
There was a traffic jam in the
west end of Lomdon because a
square mile of roads north of
London had been cordoned of
from .30 am to | pm.
The Royal Procession was
w.}m*“
been collected from the
Tower of London was trase-
ported from Buckingham Palace
in a2 carriage of their own. The
Imperial State Crown was car-
S e
Lerd C n's Office,
while the Assistant Comptroller
bore the Cap of the Mainten-
ance. The Sword of State was

ment were searched by the
Yeoman of the Guard. as a
routine work. which dates back
to 5th Nov, 16805 — the Gunpo-
wder Plot of Guido Fawkes to
blow up the House of Parlia-
ment with its Members.

At about 11-15 am the Royal

Procession arrived at the House .

of Lords and the Guard of

furled on the Victoria Tower,
replacing the Union Flag. and
remained there while the Queen
was within the Palace. The
Sovereign was received by the
Earl Marshal, and the Lord
Great Chamberlain, at whose
hip hung the Golden Key to the
Palace of Westminster. The
Royal Procession entered thr-

all in their Parliamentary n:hu
with the Peeresses
tiaras. It was a ent

scene, with the Archbishops of
Canterbury and York, the

of London and about
25 Diocesan Bishops in their
ecclesiastical robes. Some
Court of Justice,
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by Prof. Roushanara Hoque

special silk bag and handed it
on bended knee to the queen.

The Gentleman Usher of the

R
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.....

Black Rod, in his capacity as

Queen's Messenger, made his
waymth:m:dm.

between what is said and what

18 written: \
And that question is..

Why do we sometimes hear
that Americans say ‘gonna’
when British people say
‘going to’?

This 1s a very intricate issue,
In fact over the next few
weeks there will be articles
that deal at some length with
the various problems involved
here. Watch out for future
articles on simplification in
the spoken language and the
interrelationship of spoken
and written forms. Here's

only a brief answer for now.

Firstly, it 1s not true that
British people say ‘going to’.
In normal speech, words are
affected by their environment

in the sentence. Unstressed
are ‘reduced’ iIn
various ways and an auxilliary
like ‘going to’ will normally
be unstressed. As a result it 1s
normal to say something
closer to ‘gonna’ or even
‘g'na’ (ie one syllable). If
anything, in Bntish accents
the amount of reduction of
this type is probably even
greater than in American
accents.

The real difference is in the
tendency to write reduced
forms. Aniiican  writing
adopted spelliios to mmitaie
4w spoken langu. ¢ at a time
when this was still considered
‘lazy’ speech and most
certainly not printable by
British writers.

Reading questionnaire

Reading a newspaper 'from cover to cover’ is something that is
possible, but not very common -most of us simply do not have
. enough time. More usually, we are selective about which parts
we read - we choose those that we think will be useful,
enjoyable or informative, and we use different strategies for
each part. Think about the articles you have read in this edition
of The Daily Star. For each article, consider the follnwiqg

questions:

1. What was your purpose in reading the text?

for pleasure

| w0 OO

dﬂg‘l know

2. How did you read the text?

to understand everything?

to understand only the main points

to search for a particular piece of information
to get "the gist’ (the general meaning) rapidly

to pass the time

a skimming (reading quickly to get a general
idea) first , then reading again more carefully

b skimming only

c scanning in order to find a particular piece of
information

d word by word from beginning to end

e in some other way

3. Did the way in which you read match your purpose in

reading?

4. What did you do while you read? Did you:

a

b

c take notes
d underline
e highlight
f

5. If you came across a word or expression you didn’t

understand, did you:

The Opening of British Parliament
Witnessing the Royal Pageantry: Traditional Reminder of History

As he approached, the
Surgeant-at-Arms slammed the
door on his face. Black Rod
then knocked the door three
times with his rod, and the
Surgeant-at-Arms looked
through the grills and then
the door. The shutting
of the door of the Commons to
Black Rod affirms the constitu-
tional acceptance that the
Sovereign has to right to enter
the House of Commons. It
demonstrates the supremacy of
the Parliament and the inde-
pendence of the Members of
Parliament. The presence of
both parties side by side in the
Lords for the Speech reflected
the unity of the State under the
Monarchy
The Sovereign's summons to
the Commons was thereupon
conveyed to the Speaker by
Black Rod and of 635 MPs only
a group of 250 attended by

standing at the opposite end of

the Sovereign listening to the
Most Gracious Speech which

the Cabinet had alréhdy written
for her. The Speech ended with
the final words, 1 pray that the
blessing of Almighty God may
rest upon your counsels,’ and
Parliament was then officially
opened, The Commons retired
to their House to start debating
the policy decided for the next
year in the Queen's Speech.

The Royal Procession of car-
riages then re-assembled and
returned to Buckingham Palace
and the Guard of Homeour
march past as the finishing
touch to the pageantry of the
State Opening of Parliament.
Though these constitutional
niceties symbolise the suprem-
acy of the Sovereign, the truth
s that, the Queen has neither
even voting right nor any
opinion and that she must sign
even her death warrant if both
the Houses put it up to her.

To any viewer the guestion
ariaes how far this royal pages -
ntry and splendour is justified
in & demecratic country. The

anything else

read each word aloud
use your finger to guide you

traditionalists believe that it is a
reminder of their history. The

functionalists believe that it is a |

complete waste of time and
money. The pragmatists believe
that the Sovereign, as both:
Head of State and Head of
Nation, commands respect and
loyalty of the nation more
powerfully than an elected
President, so the show is justi-
filed. They believe in saying,
'‘God save the Queen’ and
‘People save the Democracy.’

* ® & * * & & * *

Lawyers to Keep
Wigs and Gowns

by Kofi Akumanyi
UDGES and barristers
are to reiain their wigs
and gowns, the hallmarks
of the British legal system, the
Lord Chancellor Lord Mckay
and the Lord Chief Justice Lord
Taylor announced on 30
September in London.

In a joint statement on the
eve of the start of the new legal
year, they said responses after
an 18-month long public con-
sultation on the need to reform
court dress had shown strong
support for maintaining the sta-
tus gquo

The overwhelming view of
more than 500 responses from
members of the legal profession
was that formal dress had 'a
significant role to play in main-
taining respect for authority
and status of the court.’

Of all the responses, 67 per
cent favoured retaining court
dresses in its present form,

some |15 per cent favoured abo-
litton in all , and the rest
favoured simplification,

including 14 per cent who
wanted to banish the wig.

Lord Taylor,
wigs and gowns debate when he
was appointed Lord Chief

Justice last April, had fre-.

quently made clear his view
that wigs mnmhut:fd to &
‘fuddy duddy’ | N made
judges ook ridiculous'.
Commenting on the decision, he
aaid he favoured some

changes, he accepted the |

strength of feeling among the
puu-:m.mu-tmmdjuq-.

ask someong
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ignore the problem
ignore it and return to it later
panic and give up

use a dictionary or other reference book
guess the meaning from context

6. ﬁid}'nuﬁndmulnythingmulrﬂﬂlohﬁﬁngﬂulﬂl?

7. Did the content interest you?

.-‘\. k

Now check your answers against the comments below.

l MWMMﬂith?
1.

If you amswered :Ilul’ll:ﬂ'.l" for question l.i-j-'-nluiiﬁ
more carcfully before you start reading - it could save you a lot of ime.
Once you know your reasoa for reading, you can then sclect the most

appropniate mcthod.

2. " If you answered (d) for quéstion 2, it would take you all day 1o "read’ I
. the newspaper, which would not lcave much lime for other things, and

would not do very much to improve your reading skills. You neced to

learn 10 skip the bits that are unnccessary or of no special interest 1o you.

3, . If the answer 1o question 3 is 'No’, then at least it shows you are aware
of what you ghould have been doing. Next time, try to maich your
method of reading with your purpose in reading.

4. , If you answered (a) or (b) for this question, then your reading is-
pmnﬂyvujﬂu-'-li:dm-inhyﬁlhhlﬂ.
Reading should normally be much quicker than speaking, so Iry 10 get
rd of the habis that slow you dowa.

5. If you answered (c). then ol least you're homest, bul that woa't
necessanily help your reading skills! Think which of the other options
would Bave beéit Befier. If yow snswemndh any of the othérs, Govide
whether this was the best thing to do in

6. If your answer is 'No’, do you feel that you wasted your time? If so, did
you continue reading right through 1o the end of the anicle? -

p If it dida't interest you, presumably you just scanncd it and moved oa to
the next anticle. If not, were you wasting your time?

| If you had other answers 10 any of the seven questions. it scems as though you have
good reading skills - but only you can decide whether they were appropniate or not!
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Contributors this week: Dennis O'Brien, Janct Raynor. Robers Shrubsall
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Below Beijing

by Arjuna

ITH millions of bicy-

cles, pedestrians, plus

overioaded trolleys and
buses, and air and noise
pollutions reaching critical
levels on Beljing streets — one
would think that going un-
derground would be a refresh-

ing experience.

Think .as | did in a re-
cent visit to the Imperial City's
subways. It was the subways of
New York and Tokyo all over
again, with subway cars bulging
with passengers.

The deputy director of the
Beijing Mass Transit Railway
Corporation (BMTRC] confirms
this to me. Passenger volume
has been growing yearly. on av-
erage, by 20 per cent. Thus, a
subway car often has to carry
270 passengers, 50 per cent
more than its designed capacity
of 180 passengers.

"We're often worried about
safety in operation, though neo
serious accident has occurred,’
Mr Li says. That is quite an
achievement — or luck — con-
sidering that in 1992 Beijing
subways carried 428 million
peopile, equivalent to about one
out of three of China's one bil-
lion-plus population.

The subways were originally
part of Beijing's vast under-
ground ‘city’ for use as evacua-
tion centres in case of a nuclear
WA,
Indeed, the late Chairman
Mao Zedong ordered in the mild-

Finns are Still Wary

Continued poage 10

mena that we are afraid
of now. We used to be afraid
that there was a plan to invade
Finland, and so we kept quiet
and asked few questions. Now
we're afraid because the
Russias aren't as organised as
they used to be, and anything
can happen.” — GEMINI NEWS

JEFFREY HEINRICH is a
Canadian journalist based in
Ewope. He has worked for the
Ottawa Citizen and Montreal
Gagette.

1960s the excavation of the
subway's No. | Line for use in
case of war. The line runs

straight from Fuxingmen, about

three kilometres west of

Tiananmen Square, to the Apple
Garden in the western suburbs.

The No 2 Line runs in a loop
under the demolished city wall.
Built between 1973 and 1984, it
started operations in 1987. Last
December, the No 1 Line was
extended 1.8 km further to
Xidan, a dawntown shopping
centre. The Sidan station is
claimed to be the largest in
Asia.
City authorities plan to
double the subway lines to 100
km by the year 2000. On track
is an extension of the No |1 Line
to Bawangfen in eastern
Beijing, going underneath
Chang an Avenue, a major
thoroughfare. Ten stations,
complete with escalators, will be
buailt.

On the drawing board is the
30-km No 3 Line, on a north-
south artery that will pass the
National Olympic Sports Centre
and Wangfujing Street, a popu-
lar shopping centre. It will be
compieted by year 2000, in time
for the 2000 Olympics which
Beijing hopes to host.

— Depthnews Asia

Achieving Western
Standards

Continued from page 10
should not necessarily be eval-



