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Continued from page 10

Quisumbing. who is a lawyer
h::'tﬂ.hﬁhtuundmﬂnk-
gal aspects and questioned
whether Bangladesh had made
a report to the commdnity on
the rights of the child. One re-
Qquirement she emphadsized
was to harmonize relevant laws
with the principles of the con-
vention. The laws should set
minkmum universal norms. "It
will be interesting to see how
much in line they are with
Article 2." she commented.

Quisumbing stressed the
role of the media. “The prepara-
tion of the report should be with
the participation of the com-
munity and should be known
by through the media”,
she added.

She also wanted to know the
effect of having
of state in Bangladesh on im-
proving the situation of the girl
child. Regarding this, Quisum-
bing pointed out that in her

“Since the family
members — the
father, mother or

elder children —
cannot protecrthe
daughter she must
marry early.”

Therese Blanchet
Ms Therese Blanchet intro-
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and the powerless father -
who cannot provide ately.
and a child of 10 is not pro-
lected in such an heére.”
“Since the family members
— the father. mother or elder
children — cannot proteet the
daughter she must marry
early," she continued. "The
parents do not arrange the

daughter's marriage. The girl _

has no choice but to marry so
that she is at the mercy of one
man rather than many, which

would be the case If she takes-

Lo the life of prostitution. Why
isnt a girl treated as a human
bed She is setually harassed
both inside marriage and out-

side it."

She added, The debate of le-
gal issue Brings in the
., can the law be If a

law is passed this does not en-
‘sure that it will be imple-
mented. islam has many inter-
pretations and a number of
things which are unacceptabie
to women are done in the name
of Islam. In the patriarchal soci-
ety in Bangladesh the woman
has to serve her in-laws . even
though there are differences of
the extent of service 1o be given
to the in-laws in different social
strata. It is sald that laws are
not implemented due 1to
poverty’. The girls of the middle
class are even more suppressed
than in the basti . If a girl goes
astray in the middle -class she
is punished more severely "
Later in the discussion she
continued, "You have com-
mented about the lack of infor-
mation of the bastis’ . One
thing that strikes me is that
most of the women are thie real
earmners. The men have many
wives as the rickshawwallas

" marry at least twice and live off

their wives. There is a definite
difference between the basti’
women and those that come

men to look afler them.” said
Blanchet .

Blanchet added. “Men eafn
iwice as much as women and

spend only 60% of their earning
on their family. If they gambie

Shich 16 ohen the calt Tohes

provide for even a lesser portion
of the money The
richer people in the vicinity look
down on the bastl’ women as it
Is believed by many in their
neighbourhood that they they
are dirty and cannot say their
prayers. They are mistakenly
termed as ouisiders and con-
demned As not even being
Muisdirns
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adolescence Hall of all women
m:mrhd the Ume they are
I

to

mrr‘ 20 per cant give
thetr child by the agre of
I5. Mardly a third of pregnant
women receive s ounioum of

-nalal care leohing o a
large proportion . high risk
pregnand ies

Girls have radipionally Jag-
ged behind boys in basic ed
L@t hon

— B0 per cent of g@ris enrull
in prunary school compared o
70 per cent of boys:

— Only 10 per cent of girls
(10-14 years) attend schoel,
compared o 23 per ceni of
boys.

— One out of four boys are
in
o anly one out of 10 girls: :

“— Only three out of 1000
women are professionally em-
ployed. ,

Secietal, cultural and reli-
glous values appear 1o be
loaded against female educa-
tiom, Lhese constraints
are gradually diminishing

Forty per cent of all girls are
engaged In houschold work
Woimpared 10 an negligible
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sl et ol be . Yt Ihey are
re it In slalistics as
riooomically inactive. In apite
of several laws reatricung child
kabour. labour participation of
giris (10-14 years) has In
creased, while the participation
of boys has dechined.
Disadvantages lacing the girl
child are compounded by an
apparenitly increasing inciudence
of violence against girls and
wonnery, sich as abdduction and
rape. assaull. kidnapping and
mmoral raficking Despiie (he
exisience of laws and stringent
penaiies. social attudes Lo
wards womern's sislus seem. Lo
perol these behavioural aber

rations. The conlemporary st

uation of inadequates social op

portunities for both adolescent
boys and @ris o develop nor

ma) patierns of work and be

hmmhuhmhrr scale o

grat:on o ity or lown in search
ol a ving aggravating the prob

lems jusi outlined

National Goals
All Lthe goals stated 111 the
Bangtadesh National Progra
mume for Children apdy wirh
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ireater urgency and emphasis,
o the girl child. The additional

major goals, on behall of the girl
child are outhned In section |,

Situation of the Girl Child in Bangla

muliiple needs; and

— The socio-cultural dis-
crimination prevalling against
the girl child In South Asia. as

paragraph 2 of this Action Plan. revealed by demographic and
Bangladesh is equally com- socio-economic Indicators, re-

tied 1o the achie-

nt of goals set for the

SAARC reglon in the Colombo
Mraoiution on Children

in the pursait of the major,

as well as wilve and aee-

wral goals of Lpe decade for
“chilkdren-and developmend, .

Bangladesh will e guided by
the following principles enunct
ated by the SAARC Decade Plan
of Action for the Girl Child.

— The equabty of status of
the girl child will be ensured
through spectal opportunities
for her growth and development
of her full potential as an Inds-
vidual and as a citizen in her

- oW righd,

Without prejudice Lo (he
integration of the goals for the
Girl Child with the goals for
children -and-development” in
the 19908, her siluation de-
ks o lowsmilguon of additional
Bouls il sirmtegies that are
seriskfive io her sperific and
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change’ in soclal atu-
tudes and behavioural practices
in relation to development op-
portunities for her.

, and as elabo-
rated in section 8 of this Action
Plan, the National Goals for the
Girl Child will be pursued in
three broad. closcly coordinated
dimensions, namely

— Basic Edvcation
— Health Sanitation and
NuLrition

of Girl Child

sponding percentages for the
year 2 will be 90 percent
and 65 per cent

Elforts will be made to reach
the SAARC norm of 50 per cent
completion rate by 1995 and
the global goal of 80 percent by
2000 for girls as well as boys.

— Adolescent and adult lit-

| eracy for women (12-35 years)

will be raised from 31 percent
in 1990 to 40 percent in 1995
and 45 per cent by 2000.
Every effort will be made to
reach the SAARC norm of re-
duction of adult and adole$cent
illiteracy from the 1990 level by

25 percent by 1995,

— In addition. acquisition of
knowledge. skills ahd values re-
quired for betier living will be
made possible for girls and
women using the mass media
and other forms of modermn and
traditional cemmunication and
social action. The eflfectiveness
of the efforts will be measured
in terms of behavioural change

Health, Sanitation and
Nutrition: Infant and under-3

mortality. morbidity and mal-

nutrition levels being worse for
i l..,l“ : i

ren Rising Alarmingly

Public Awareness

Towards 2000: Development through Gender Equality

The Action Plan for the Girl Child builds dn the base provided by the Fourth Five. Year |
Plan and will feed imo the FIfth Plan in the second half of the decade. ln this proces, |
_--Ihlﬂhh'-—.dm_iil—-l-hm'-
ﬂiﬂlﬂuh“i#ﬂ“ﬁﬂ-ﬂhu*

by involving women, right from the start, in their own development. I turn, this siss s j
conditional on s community-based approach, invaiving the following two strategc cloments

Communities, especially of the poor and involving the effective participation of
women, have o be assisted in mobilizing, empowering and activating themseives as
viable groups in responding to the needs of children, especially girls.

A mystem of effective local self-government has 10 be in place in onder o take
charge of both responsibilities gnd resowrces for achieving the community’s gosls for
children. Powers required for this purpose must devolve 1o the local level

ﬁmm'd-m_-’“nﬂ“|
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children, with & kead role for women. This is true, particularly of ther heaith, education and

employment. : /

hﬁ“dmﬁ:_lﬂhwi--ﬂi“-_-i
10 be reshaped. In this perspective, the goals of development must go beyond economic
Mﬂmmm-ﬂ-ﬂh”hﬂ.hﬁﬂ

This Action Plan is a response 10 the intersecting needs of women and children, within 3

of the inter-linkages between the goak.

| | hobstic approach, through services converging at the community level, taking full advantage

mmh—l“_ﬂh“nlﬂhmﬂ -
productivity of the poor, and particularly the women among them. The estimated cost of o
achicving the goals, will be met in ways indicated in section 1.9 of this Action Plan.

Role of the Ministry of Social Welfare

The Ministry of Social Welfare as lead agency has the responsibility of formulating the |
Natianal Action Plan on the goals for children, based on the Convention on the Rights of |
the Child It will coordinate implementation and monitoring of the Action Plan, in
*““m%#ﬂ“
agencies. in accordance with the plan as detailed in section B of this document.

For this purpose, an inter-ministerial steering commitice has been established. The Fourth
Five-Year Plan has been adjusted to respond more specifically 1o gender-specific needs. |
A process has been initiated 10 increase plan aliocations for the gir! child in the concerned

hﬂm-ﬂhﬂmm-ﬁ_#ﬂ :_
community level formations, the Ministry of Social Welfare, along with other ministries, will
assist women's groups 10-activate themselves on behalf of the girl child. )

-
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children, 10 make them responsive 10 the needs 10 the girl child. A comprehensive |

National Policy on Children s being formulated.

A vatiety'of activities huve been nitidiéd 10 raise social awaneness on

i '. : » --‘L'
the situation of girls

and on social action 10 improde i muﬁpﬂh_-.ﬁ_;
ﬂ““{mmnmﬂ—ﬂ_“
leaders), working sessions With media personnel and a variety of publications and radio and
wieviion programmes.  These activities involve different ministries, particularly the
Ministry of Social Welfare & Women's Affairs and a umber of organizations. The Shishy
Academy. Bangiadesh Television, Radio Bangladesh, UNICEF and a large number of non- -
governme nial organaations will join hands. These activities will be intensified and sustained

gicis. special efforts will' be
made not only to reduce the rel-
evant rates but also to eliminate
gender disparities within them.
Fot example, a third to a half of
the children born have low birth
weight. 2.5 kg or less. This will
be reduced. by haifl the 1990
level, by the year 2000. :

— Delaying the age of mar-
riage and
will be given the highest
through the decade, with a view
{o promoting the autonomy of
gmwm.mmm

— Linked to the objectives as
above, the access for girls an|
women to on child
spacing and child care
(emphasizing breastfeeding and
proper weaning practices) will
bk rapidly enhanced.

— Disease control and pre-
vention will be accelerated by
nnproving immunisation cover-
age and quality and more effec-
tive conltrol of diarrhoen and
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acute respiratory infection, in
order to achieve the specific
goals set in this direction.
Girls and women stand to
benefit most by achieving goals

for water and sanitation. as

stated in the National
Programme of Action. The
Action Plan will therefore pro-
vide added impetus to achieving
the goals.

Legal and Social Support:
The key concern here is to
change the social attitude
which an inferior status
to girls and women. This will be
pursued by reconstructing the
socio-economic and legal sys-
tem to become more supportive
of women's on an
equal footing with that of men.

In this approach. the following
categories of activities will re-

_ cefve priority attention.

— Poverty alleviation
through vocational skill devel-

Y

- Protection of children in

. eapecially diMficult circum-

stances. through community
support and legal measures,
with special attention to girls.

— Promeotion of a social cli-
mate sonducive to raising’ the
status ol girfls and women
within the family and the soct-

ety. by strengthening approprt-

selling and special support to
physic and mentally dis-
abled . firls. as well as
boys.

child

- Enhanced participationsof
girls in sports and soclo-cul-

tural activities t ex-
panded [acilities for :'Ih-l
education, Iindigenous games

el m M recre-
atlonal activities




