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said.
(s there have becn misinier-

“The boy child is
good and the girl
child bad — is the
prevailing attitude

that has clouded the

whole situation.’’
Ayesha Khanam

Ayesha Khanam, the Gene-
ral Secretary of the Mabhila
Parishad agreed that only by
creating a humane situation
could one expect a betterment
of the lot of women and

%

Ayesha, whose turn to speak
near the end of the

discussants at the
- . shared many of
ts raised by her col-
working for the girl
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The girl child is looked down
upon from the moment she is
born. Ayesha said referring to
the ' gender disparity.” This
attitude haunts the giris for the
rest of their lives, she added.

The adolescence, which is a
vital period for human devel-
opment, is affected by this dis-

crepancy.

“The boy child is good and
the girl child bad — Is the pre-
vailing attitude that has
clouded the whole situation.”
the Mahila Parishad leader re-
marked. Accordingly, opportu-
nities for education are offered
mostly to the boys while the
girls are deprived, she added.

Identi poverty as the
root cause this discrimina-
tory attitude, as well as for
‘many other problems, Ayesha
pointed out that disparities also
prevail in the legal and eco-
nomic sectors,

An enhancement of the liter-
, acy rate and changes in neces-
sary laws are long felt needs.
she said.

“The Dailly Star lnmtrﬁng up
with this issue only after the
declaration of the United
Nations fUN) and the SAARC .~
Ayesha said. “But the Girl Child
Year has already ratifled the
concerned issues.”

She also noted with concern

need care, education, she said.

Saying that all these issues
were interlinked she stressed
concerted efforts for bullding a
better situation.

While responding to the legal
issues brought to the table by
Advocate Sigma Huda, Ayesha
amendments.

. their rights

A girl child, is always
regarded as the
unwanted one, and
removing this .
‘unwantedness’
therefore is very
important.
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status should be generated. The
media . should pro-
mote their cause and put for-
ward suggestions for ameliorat-
ing their for inclusion
in future government gd!q
formulation. These subjects
should be brought before the
public eye for its be-
cause some how the public al-
w

meht intends todo. T

Although there were
- laws and regulations
in favour of women's
rights, yet those were
not always adequately
.enforced.
Maheen Sultan .

Maheen Sultan of the
Grameen Bank that
girl children be groomed as

- away i

grown -

earning members of a family
This would also make them
worthy citizens of the country
she said

&

and

Girl Child Special

“Those

in power will
not give up what they
have to change the
status quo or laws,
such as the inheri-
tance law, 1o benefit
the girl child.”’

Sayeeda Anis
h,.?lAC‘i Sayeeda Anis, who
been looking afler the cur-

" riculum unit of the NFPE pro-

information on how W malntain
their health

NFPE's third concern. said
Anis. was o reverse the Hhega-
tive image of the @l child and
consegquently the weman. In
this respect aabd Ands the major
obstacke was the attitude of the
male. She suggesiet an inter
venition tha! would result In
men changing Lthe way they be
have towards their wives and
thelr daughters This attitedi
nal change would, therefore
have a positive effect on Lhe 0

child.
On the Issues COfMeTH
ing the gt . Anis sakd that

s cost benefit analysis of legal

h‘l.lﬂi:lﬂ'ﬂﬂlﬂ'l &l child ~

touch with books to retain
whatever they have learnt be-

DHAKA THURSDAY,

Anis also sald that these
Mhﬁﬂhﬁlrﬂnm
on Lthe girl child | many
m«uz:

have gone on to

scirmilfies |

“We all know what the
needs are. bud we have o keep
in mind that we must do what
s practical, gven the cireum-

- gl

With the change of
times, the need for
changing laws had
also emerged. In
Indonesia certain
amendments have
been made to curtail

second marriages.
Ferdous Azim

sexual exploitation of the girl
child. She identified a process
of discrimination that comes
into play with the very birth of
the girl child.

» = Our families are yet (o ac-
cept a newborn girl child will-
ingly.” the social worker ob-
served. This has tremqpendous
impact — both physical and
psychological — on the growth
of the girl child.

. A girl child faces the problem
of being a girl even in her
school. Azim noted.

-The government and the
NGOs are working to inspire
sending girls off to schools but
the initiative lacks proper fol-
low-up, she conceded, saying
that the primary emphasis
should be on establishing a girl
child as an integral part of the

Referring to the sexual
abuse problem, that was raised
on the table, Azim said the girl
child, for that matter a woman,
was not only a victim of sexual

use but also of the be-

vioural pattern shaped by
the influence of society and ed-

Due to the social conserva-
tiveness and other related no-
tions a girl child cannot have
her psychological development;
this also affected her sexual e,

Responding to the legal is-
sues concerning women and girl
child, upheld by Advocate
Sigma Huda, Ferdous Azim
agreed on the necessity of a
uniform law.

. She, however, cited the in-
stance of neighbouring India
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A Girl, from Day-one, is Looked Upon as a Burden
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"The girl child should”
know about her

A Situation of Acute Malnutrition isFar Worse for Girls



