DHAKA THURSDAY, OCTOBER 21, 1993

Tie Py St 9

‘ Girl Child Special I

We Have Many Good Laws, but They are Never

Referring to a survey report
she sald that 8,000 abortions
were carried out in a South
Asian city in which all but one
of the aborted were girls.

She also sald that the aty-

should be creati ried oul, she said. front involving the girls was observed. :
mmm"’“‘.‘“ﬁ”” . Contrary to the existing be- ﬁmmeﬂwﬂmmmk- "Who |s going to change the
Mehr Khan said that there llef* that the common people Ing money off the girl children traditional infrastructure of the
are laws but there is no practice* were least bothered to know through prostitution and so sub-continent?” Razia raising &
of those laws. about basic health, Naila men-  were con them. question, expressed her obser-
Khan emphasised the need tioned that, "We undertook a So far Terre Des Hommes vation that the society did not
of holding more of such round programme — Our Body. Our  has tried to rehabilitate a num-  even permi rajsing a question
table discussions to exchange Soul El_ml‘l‘lﬂlﬂﬂu"ﬂ to hu‘ufﬂmchﬂ?mbyﬂuub ;m rights of a woman or a
the and reach grassroots people, es-  Ing them and finding emplpy- child.

Mmzmmm pecially the women and inform nr:mhmm Razia felt that the issue of a
e need to have such dis- them about the basic medical ries. Regarding the latter. grl child and a woman could
cussion In every country,” she knowledge and one might be  Ghuznavi pointed out that while not completely be ted
added. thrilled to know that it pulled the Harkin Bill was almed at and pointed out that ty
immense attention.”  saving children, the makers of of the girl-child in the society

One area that still rieeded 1o the bill should also know that  could be reduced if re-

proper network among the pro-
fessionals who were dealing
with such issues. More Interac-
tion was therefore needed since
without a properly chalked out
and coordinated planning. a
massive task could not be car-

be strongly addressed, Dr Khan
believed, was the urban slums.
The unhealthy and unhygienic
condition that perpetrated in

sald Ghuznavi, "It also happens
even in middle class families.”
Ghuznavi went on to explain
that while working with street
children In urban areas. the
main resistance that Terre Des
Hommes workers had to con-

those children who will be out
of work as a result of the bill,
will go back to trafficking and

prostitution .

made radically in the attitude of
the socio-cultural and political
field.”

But, the traditional system

of the was resistant to
any rhuﬁe% devel-
opment of women, Ismadl

lating exclusively to women
were
she observed that in terms of

most of the urban slums, were Touching upon the subject of legislation, health issues wére
a constant threat. not only to its  violence against women, bard to change in favour of
dwellers. but o the whole city  Ghuznavi mentioned that there women as the healfly sector, by
in general. The prospect of any  were existing it Bangladesh re-  legislation, was not gender-bi-

there cannot alto-
gether be ruled out.
She later referred to a sur--

prevalls throughout these
slums are gquite horrifying. The

cent statistics on this subject
but the data was not widely cir-
culated and available to the
general public. Ghuznavi added
that data such as in the form of
couniry reports were never dis-
cussed and so were of little use.

“The media, she said, "can
make this information available
to us so that we can respond to

ased. "But in fields.”
she sald, "the health facilities
are denied to the girl children.”

Health and education facill-

ties for the girl child should be’

specific afid integrated, Razia
suggested adding that girls un-
der the age of 5. needed one
type of health and education
facilities while those between
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The unhealthy and dwellers in these shums are nol  jssues like infant mertality, vio-  the age of 6 and 11 needed for the deprivation of the female herself as specially working
G sem even marginally equipped with  jence against women or against ferent facilities. community. with video films. She said, “In
m-[hyglgmc condu]on basic health care know-hows. gl children.” About the aspect. Miah  our patriarchal soclety the
d i All lhiving there, especially. the felt the laws of the land must is not an important member of
that perpetrated in children and young mothers guarantee social and economic the family. Our mothers think
lﬂﬂﬂﬂffhfm nm the Mgh riak of contacting security to the womenfolk. A that the son is the ‘sun’ as he

: - | atmosph as will look after the mother's
He expressed .!.‘hﬂus, were a con- Mhum!:nu‘lhld- mwlm;r;““;ﬁ.;::;;t; needs when the father dies. The
lems regarding stant threat, not only M"":: m‘"'m' S— carry out tl::r]dmﬂﬂ responsi- mmmhmml 1..5“ mﬁmﬂr
d bilities, he \ n- s
would improve the situation. He  proper medical care or s j would be. Dr Naila Khan, too. He also feit that wl:  Onl terday we read about
“ﬂﬂm“"”““‘“““"; Mdmmm o i » Ikﬂ,bﬂf!ﬂ feit relleved that with the step- glous edicts were intended to the death of a female magis-
media in this regard as t AIDS .&;f, fht'“i‘hﬂlﬂfnylﬂ ping up of the immunization ensure the well-being of the so-  trate. If the male magistrate
catalyst. S, by Ta -y il programme child mortality in Clety. but these were often who stabbed her really loved
“The mass media could play m‘ﬁ gene this country has marked a or even abused her he would not have done
l'ﬂ*'ﬂm“{“m “Botive o our Serid e sharp fall now. than five years to serve vested interests and what he did. He simply wanted
tions to the peoples’ minds.” he w“-w“hlul.lml s Dr. Naila Khan ago. “But needs of the girl child consequently had a negative to selfishly assert his male su-
S Nolf further added, in and prostitutions, most of these __Dr Nalla Khan. a pediatrician  SPOuld. 7OW BT SUONE &0 impact on the girl child. periority. There are many ways
Bangladesh, maternal death enormous problems go unad- and Associate Professor of pr- s - e ; in which Islam can be inter-
ey Y sy, el datins Milkn Gl fr- mmi:-mt equal @roning Vg mhtm:h;mcuﬁo
:‘M ru:tl’rtruillym::lmrlltr: :g:en::l:rmudth:m- heaith and medical information. mululglv ;mmumm:.:: 7AW" heritance. Men are allowed to
uu:mmw-ﬂd cial cost one has to pay for for the benefit of the ;mmw- : m:ﬂmm?m
to lack nl‘uhuud:iumdp::: :zl:.::ﬂnf“ﬁ'p:: and sexual =‘1““ free flow of medical in- m Beidl Guaniontics dite- While the boys were . Buarantee social and : u;l:hln Banu, lﬁ:m
a : : : : res a
facilities at the medi-  abuses inflicted one a @il child by thpoiiars. e beprgon % eases.” concluded Naila Khan.  SiVen time for school-  economic security to Crirease st o the vl
fl.u“mmm Tt e acas For this, there is probably. of ignorance: restrictions im- n ing and gamées, the the womenfolk. A ol ?ﬂ:m MT'S'
Othier ‘e these ficiliisis: W ofe Wity B 0 SRR PO e oy girl child was mostly  congenial atmosphere fare of the girl child. "Only
E: of dnttn: at the district, Iissues such : theas Ind:!rt ::ﬂm b"'-:‘“"'-' ““:' Cﬂﬂﬁﬂfd to domestic was needed fﬂl" gt - :ln'"“mm'{:q“&ﬂ:ﬁcg
the death during pregnancy and  hild, so that she doesn't feel male health scenario all over f Razia Ismail . carry.out their social R R . .
OV e et ey T Wmprow the status et UNICEY Radis ronatl ex.  responsibilities & s n el
The UNICEF reprentntative But as long as our social per- @l child in our country we : - = ) B ST T 7 4. She insisted that all classes
Mﬂl:hmﬁ . . e A i tabia bl ves Fﬂlﬁmmml”:!l‘ﬂ - S w8 of people, whether middle,
and h:r:li,hnuﬂ-'d m“mm'ﬂ' the hm mm up In a negative environment All classes afpeﬂpff. mmma{muﬁ.ﬂ
doctors and medical equipment “uﬂuhm Not child n 3 - : which she iddntltﬂ-h:d as the whether midd!e, portant and not be stuck with
umlﬂmmqul “The @r! child goes through main set back of the develop- Adl the obsession that only a son is
of some help, if not the tolal  various critical g e of W gt ehile._ lower-middle or poor, weicome in the family. People

remedy. explained Melen bie: & pri guing through her s o Do power e R e mustilryand mokeithe [% % Se0 Mereg e
pubertyy especially, should be t . . i .

— @ven attention beeause. it is her ' . . TAHA sald, it} 8 hee  classiication’ In our soclal  oir].child feel impor- ‘ined t spend a major part &
sdolescence that forms her ' tve salf image — the text structure was impeding the cre- their life in the in-law's home
hysical  emotional. be  What was needed was which she sfudies. can %o verY  atien of an atmephere of parky tant and not be stuck sheadded. =

' . ' - g 44 . c s mind. among sexes . . ) ange .
#*;1%” % ﬂu'uulw cm“pﬂlg" hﬁfﬂ l‘mﬂlmtﬂ;ﬂ Miah, who is also the chair- W'.Il‘h fhf ﬂbSEESlﬂﬂ tude mmm;mhmﬂmné
""""" ' 1 1 by the parenis in a view thal rson of the Dhaka-based ' -  age of our
through this Age i ") to raise the issue of 7t PO i be married  Brroo g o :haronlyamnurvel N & o purt
its which of course. they  child abuse and make  off to a man and she would o child rights). shared all other come in the family.  of the population.The existing
...... were not. “Their intellectisal le nd leave the parents home. So ed-  jews regarding the discrepan- Ban laws have to be altered and the
% s B ooy people aware a ucation ﬁ?uymm-yln cles except the claim that fami- Nllﬂ'iﬂh'; u ;ﬁuwﬂmﬁmm
plasticity  almost o acknow train o become a good lies always adopted a negative Nargis Jehan nu, video ens . even though there
uu.ﬂr- i ‘fdgl!’ the housewife, Razia observed. -:mhm girl chil- cnnr:irlﬂltnr from”Proshika  might be sons in the family. The
“As doctors. said Naila, “we problem. While the boys were given  dren. Unndyan Kendro®, introduced Continued on page 10
mm‘mmmhm time for schooling and games, “1 don't agree that all parents : _ :
' the matters of sexuality, acts of Ruby Ghuznavi :"'-fﬂ child was moslly con:  peglect their girl chiidren. ... —
iy e S by Obama oy [0, o sty 8 List of Participants
"Agirldd&dmtmde ton with our grl an organisation for rural and Cuiturally, the girl child has  (aken care of and are no less
is who are only going urban children of Bangladesh been treated to become sub-  attended”, he said Moderator: .
panutaimurr- - BPRIR  irough ther puberty: but this  said that her main concern was servient to a man. Ih all as In of his view. Miah Mahfuz Anah
_ g B el won are quite vital for  the sexual abuse of grl children gtl.ihtdntlnﬂltﬂnﬂdﬂ told the that he him s ;
mm’.ﬂ vlner- them because ignorance can  whether it was within the family a human being first: She  seif always paid equal attention Executive Editor
ﬂ“ﬂmmmfu' I30nuﬂmchﬂdrrﬂ lead to mary unpleasant ooour H"hrmﬂﬂlllﬂ'l!ll ;ﬂmn:nhdhntl‘;:ﬂthll to all his children irrespective 'ﬂ‘leDnil}'Stﬂ‘ |
reneeh.* in people's homes - right to ownersh prop-  their . |
tice” in the world have no As most of our Dris are still :hun:y-uh-dum erty is less than that of a man, The UCEP Director, who 1. DrKazi Anwara Mansur 10. Maheen Sultana
ess to school. A wedded off in their mid-teens,  SeTvants. lsmail said. . studied sociology, felt that a Chairperson Senior Principal Officer
acc - said Dr Ki We also have 10 . “While the west was just mr.u'ﬁhl“.m holistic view was needed to Shishi 'Em IMI“*,M
hmlsmimd’htm address ihe newly-weds and Slarting 1o articulate on this treat herself as an inferior hu-  analyse the gamut of soclal 'm . 11. Therese Blanchet
: 1 young mothers along with the subject.” she sald “we on this man being and she retards her factors responsible for . * :
bﬂ"ﬂ 3"”-‘- @) child because. in our coun side of the globe have no systems  own development. Razia lsmall  discrimination between the 2. Advocate Sigma Huda Social Anthropelogrst
iry most women die due (o at all o address the issues.” stressed the need for minimis-  sexéds and to find out solutions Chancery Chamber House 15, Rd. 22
ing the inherent disparity of The girl child is most vulner- Dhaka Banani, Dhaka.
women in the culture of the ahile in the present social set-up 3 Rokia Ral 12. Helen Rahman
sub-continent. She also em- and susceptible to discrimina- 3
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phastzed the health. tion by design or default more
education and social-education often than a child of the oppo-
systems which always provided  gite sex. he said

factlities to men.

"The pegative mind-set of the - parents as
women has got nothing to do well as socjal forces in-
with the government policy.” the  cluding the ruling class for

UNICEF representative pointed
outl,” so the changes should be




