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Rao to try again to delink |

religion from politics

NEW DELHI. Oct 18 Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao

said on Tuesday that his gov-
ernment will try once again to
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pourashava election in
Awami League-backed candt-

date Kubbat Ahmed was lead-

Meanwhile, leaders of the
Fenl Bus Owners Association,
Truck Owmers Association,
Chamber of Commerce and
Sramik Union met with the
Deputy Commissioner in the
afternoon and demanded Im-
mediale arrest of those involved
in the violence within 24 hours.

" recommendation

*That, however., doea nol
mean the issue ia dead. No one
can sweeap under the carpel (an
issue) Lhat affects India s secu-
lar character.” Rao told a news
conference

He was before re-
leasing a party manifesto for Lhe
elections in five states, inchud-
ing four northern ones that
were ruled by the Hindu
Bharativa Janata Party unti
late last year. ‘

Rao dismissed the govern:
ments, accusing them of pro-
moting Hindu fanatics who de-
molished a Mualim Mosague in
the town of Ayodhya in Uttar
Pradesh state on Dec 6. That
sparked two months of nation-
wide Hindu-Muslim riots that

killed nearly 2.000 people.

Clinton okays
withdrawal of
army rangers
from Somalia

WASHINGTON. Oct 19:
President Clinton is pulling the
Army’s unit of Rangers out of
Somalia now that Marines have
arrived to patrol the country's
coast. the White House an-
nounced Tuesday. reports AP.

The unit had the training to
participate in the now-aborted
hunt for Somall warlord
Mohamed Farrah Aideed,
although the Pentagon initially
denied it had such a role.

In a statement, Press

Dee Dee Myers said

the President had a

Defence

Secretary Les Aspin that the

elite fighting unit be removed
“within the next few days.”

The White House sald the
troops were being withdrawn
because the 3,600 Marines that
Clinton ordered to patrol the
waters off the Somall coast have
now .

Benazir
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tions ol her Nawaz
Sharif and of President Ghulam

Ishaq Khan in July to end their

paralysing power struggle. He
told Reuters he was delighted.

"l am glad democracy is on
the rails,” said the man who
took on the job of supervising
the elections to prevent .
“1 thought it would be t
but it all turmed out very well.”

The army has governed
Pakistan for most of its 46 years
since and re-

mains the final arbiter of power,

Before the vote was an-
nounced, Bhutto toyed with her
prayer beads. mumbied prayers
and remained aloofl from her
party members.

Eight members. belonging to
smaller groups and religious
parties who were present in the
House, did not take part in the
vote,

Nawaz Sharif, her arch-rival
conceded defeat and congratu-
lated Bhutto, assuring her of
his "unconditional cooperation”
in ending poverty, hunger, cor-
ruption and unempiloyment and
pulling the country out of eco-
nomic stagnation.

Bhutto Tuesday vowed that
her new government would
usher in a new era of reforms.

Promising to treat her par-
liamentary opposition with
"honour and respect” she said
she was aware that the opposi-
tion of today can be the gov-
ernment of tomorrow,

Bhutto also said her gov-
ernment would try to maintain
cordial relations between the
centre and the provinces, as
confrontations in the past had
harmed the political atmo-
sphere in the country.

Horse-trading, graft and
purchasing loyalties of MP's In
the past had harmed the

~democratic process and left a
stigma on politicians, she said,
voicing the hope that the pre-
sent assembly would complete
its five-year tenure and ‘nobody
would be allowed to undo the

Khaleda greets
Benazir

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zla yesterday greeted
Benazir Bhutto on her being
elected the Prime Minister of
Pakistan, reports UNB.

1 extend to you warmest fe-
Hcitations on your election to
the high office of the Prime
Mimister of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan. ™ she said In a mes-
sage of felicitation to Benazir.

The Bangladesh Prime
Minister hoped that the people
of Pakistan would and

their hopes and aspirations

ifilled wnder the dynamic

leadership of the newly elected
Premier,

Khaleda said she looked for-
ward to working closely with
Benazir in further strengthen-
ing and consolidating the excel-
lent relations existing between
the two fratermal countries for
the mutual benefit of the two
peoples in the days ahead.

takm; oath

's mandate.”

y first priority would be to
pull the country out of interna-
tional isolation.” she said, men-
tioning lslamabad's controver-
sial nuclear programme. accu-
sations of involvement in the
drugs trade, and looming
threats of being declared a state
sponsoring terrorism.

"People have voted not to
change the faces. they want a
change of system,” she said
adding that "1 pray to Allah
(God) to help me in meeting
these challenges.”

Soon after taking her oath of
office, today Bhutto appointed
Farooq Ahmed Leghari as
Foreign Minister, party sources
said.

Leghari, a close confident of
Bhutto, served as deputy leader

of the opposition during Sharifs

Bhutto also named Aftab
Shabaan Mirani. a senior leader
of her Pakistan People's Party
(PPP). as Defence Minister.

Like Leghari, Mirani also be-

longs to the landed aristocracy
of Punjab and Sindh respec-

A close relative of Bhutto,
Mirani had earlier served as
Chief Minister of her home
province Sindh when her PPP

" government was in power in

1988-90.

Meanwhile a nominee of
premier Bhutto's party (PPP)
was clected Speaker of the
Punjab Assembly today.

Hanif Ramay, a former Chief
Minister of the politically key
province, secured 130 votes to
107 polled by rival Zulfikar Ali
Khosa., candidate of Pakistan

Muslim League (PML) of Nawaz
Shartf.

The election ensured that
Bhutto would get control over

the province, seen crucial for
the stability of her L
The 248-mem Punjab

is to elect a Chief
Minister of the province tomor-
row.

Hasina greets

Benazir

Awami League president and
Leader of the Opposition In

Parliament Sheikh Hasina con-
gratulated Ms Benazir Bhutto
on her of the office
of Prime Minister of Pakistan

yesterday, reports UNB. -

In a letter of felicitation to
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto,
she sald, "We followed with
keen interest the outcome of the
recent elections held under a
neutral caretaker government.
T;ﬂ: was another milestone in
the s of the people of
Pakistan for strengthening and
consolidating the democratic
system of government in the
country.”

Hasina recalled her visit to
Pakistan In September last year
at the invitation of Ms Bhutto to
a conference of the opposition
leaders of the SAARC countries.

L

“Chinese team to
study Rupsha
Bridge project

BEWLJING, Oct 19: China is
going to send a team of experts

The decision to send the
team was conveyed Lo
Communications Minister Ol
China,

The Chinese Railways
Minister assured Ahmed that
China would do everythi

suspended

in the sensational Fauzia
Rahman Chanpa murder case
on the fourth day of trial today,
reports UNB.

With this, 18 witnesses out
of 45 have been examined since
the trial’
the District and Sessions
J 's court.

hearing of the case re-
sumed after 1,044 days of sus-
pension by a court order.

Those examined are
Liza m Lizu, one of
Chanpa's friends, Nurul Islam.
lineman ' of the Power
Development Board (Electrical
Department), Aminul [slam
Palash, Chanpa's brother, her
relative Salahuddin and
Md“d Shridham

; ‘Sub-
2 inspector

Public Prosecutors Abdul
AR plaiad % the BlaCKis
while Advocate and
Advocate Mahbu
stood in defence.

Two Russian Air
officers killed

in Algeria
ALOIERS, Oct 19: Muslim
fundamentalist militants killed
two Russian air force officers,
officials said Tuesday, In the
second fatal attack on foreign-

ers In a 2]1-month insurgency.
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reports AP.

Three shot Lt Cols
Viadimir Valejny and Alexander
Orlov on night as the

two officers were leaving thetr
residence in Laghouat, 400 kms
(240 miles) south of Alglers, the

Russian Embassy said.

began on Saturday at

Prie Miniater Segums Khalods s Selig rescivad by high sfiisiels of ths Comminiontions.
Ministry of Cyprus on her armival at the Larnaca International Airpost yesterday. — PID pheto

Khaleda-arrives in Cyprus
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Bangladesh Prime Minister on
Alrport over, the
Prime Minister drove to
Limassol, the second largest
city of Cyprus. in a ceremonial
motorcade.

tourage Includes Foreign
Minister A § M Mostafisur
Rahman, members
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last Commonwealth summit,

held in Harare in 1991
-”Hm

Cyprus Olafkos

strengthen
consolidate Bangladesh's
relations with those countries

of the least developed countries
(LDCs), will also have a good
opportunity to underscore the

.
Nancy Ali

i TR Tl

final farewell to her illustrious husband

S M Ali at The Daily Star office in the city yesterday.
; — Star photo

Star and placed inside the room
he used as Editor before going
to Bangkok am October 1 for
treatment.

The directors of Mediaworld,
the company of the
newspaper, , officials
and employees of The Dally
offered munajat for the peace
and salvation of the departed
soul, '
Amid subdued sobs of col-

and relatives, the body
of S M Ali was then Laken to the
Banan| graveyard and buried
there after the Maghrib prayers.

All's qul ktuvani will be held
Friday.

| New fund for

promoting

higher studies

A taka one crore fund
namely. the Prime Minister's
Research and Higher Education
Assistance Fund has been
mmmm
o the meritorious students and
researchers of and
science and disci
plines for PhD programunes. re-
poris BSS

An implementation commit
lﬁrllldbylhtl'ﬂllllﬂrlltﬂ'l
Principal Secretary will select
topics. call horminations and se-
lect researchers for the fund
EVETY year.

The activities of the fund
starts from the current fiscal

CMCH killings
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called by the Bangladesh
Medlical Assnciation (BMA) from

6 pm Monday In protest against
the violence, continued here at

Meanwhile,
Shibir

the Chhatra
gave a call for a hall day
hartal tomorrow and Lhe
Chhatra has called for a
hall-day hartal
Thursday in protest against the
kilings ot the Chitlagong
Medics! College Mospital

Hasina condemns
CMCH kllings
By Staff Correspondent

Awami League [AL) chiel
Sheikh Hasina yesterday con
demned the terrornst incident
that lefl three persons. inchug-
ing a docter. killed at the
Chittagong Medical College
Monday

The AL leader felt that the
was a deliberate attempd

Addressing the function,
Mahbubur Rahman observed
that administrative anomalies
and procedural obstruction

regime with the age-old system
in place could not work, he
said.

He sought legislation per-
taining to non-performing In-
dustrial enterprises and consti-
tution of an Industrial and
Financlal Reconstruction
Board.

He also stressed avoidance of
procedural delays, continuity
and implementation of support-
ive policies, obligatory trading
in stocks for the Dhaka Stock
Exchange membership to en-
hance  liquidity, creating

awareness about capital mar-

The Midnight File

US warns Serb leaders

" WASHINGTON, Oct 19 The Clinton administration fs
'wwam““u”ﬂ
alr by NATO war planes if the shelling of Sarajeve
persists. Secretary of State Wasren Christopher made the US

. position clear In a note to Serb

Slobodan Milosevic
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AIDS spreading rapidly in
Ethiopia

ADDIS ABABA. Oct 19: AIDS is spreading rapidly in

Ethiopia, and hospitals have reported an
cases each month since July, a senior health

of 335 new
says. Dr

Mengistu Mihret, head of National AIDS Prevention and Contral
m.mmu.mmmmn

although hospitals have reported only 8. 735 cases. reports AP

ssein Kamall and his Bangla-

desh counterpart Abdu
Mannan Bhulyan al a meeting
at the state house Padma
also called closer coopera-

were affected due o Introdue
thon of a revised exchange rale
of ranl currency and could not
save money o Femit
home for sustaining their fami
s

ICTVTR being an organ of
the OIC. lran was requested Lo
treal it as Lheilr own organisa
o and send more Ualnees Lo
the Ureining institute In
the of wechnical education.

ceiling on the corporatidn,
which the BIWTC feels should
be lifted. The BIWTC also ob-
Jects to the high interest rate —
11.5 per cent — and says this
would not be viable for the cor-
poration. The tion sug

have a direct effect on the im-
provement of the corporation —
be treated as a grant.

The BIWTC, which sees itself
as a service-oriented X
also feels there should not be
any drastig reduction of its fleet
strength. The WB had sug-
gested that the fleet should be
trimmed to 147 from the exist-
ing 300 river craft, but the
BIWTC maintains the fleet
should be scaled down to not
below 283 vessels and the
manpower should be ratio-

ket and debt . lised with
lhct. developing a mar Inli mloepin' the
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An official at the prosecutor's
office, who demanded
anonymity, said there were sev-
eral international warrants for

claim the ‘re-
gion, which is divided between
them by a cease- fire line.

On Monday. India an-

nounced that four Pakistani
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Japan has been requested to
provide 200 million dollars for
the project. The government
was hoping that Japan's agree-
ment to cofinance the project
will be finalised before the
deadline of October 15 to sub-

Most believe that it is un-
likely that Japan, the top donor
for . will not associ-

ate with a priority
like the Jamuna

the World Bask and the ADB.



